








California Passes First Medical
Cannabis Law

Clinton Admin Threatens Doctors with
prosecution for recommending cannabis

CONANT V. WALTERS- Federal court protects
physicians who recommend medical cannabis from
federal penalties.
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500+ Raids 
750 Million+ Spent

CJS Medical Cannabis Amendment-
Prevents DOJ interference with state 

medical cannabis programs 

1996-
2014

2014
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RAID PREPAREDNESS TRAININGS
RAID RESPONSE 
COURT SUPPORT
MOVEMENT BUILDING 
PUBLIC AWARENESS
CITY AND STATE PROTECTIONS 
CONTINUE PASSING STATE LAWS 
DOCUMENTING FEDERAL ACTIVITY 
FEDERAL LEGISLATION 



None of the funds made available under this Act to the Department of Justice may be used, with
respect to any of the States of Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut,
Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington,
West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming, or with respect to the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands, the United States Virgin Islands, Guam, or Puerto Rico, to prevent any
of them from implementing their own laws that authorize the use, distribution, possession, or
cultivation of medical marijuana.

First passed by Congress in 2014 as the Rohrabacher-Farr
Amendment, this amendment to the Commerce, Justice, &
Science (CJS) Appropriations Bill created a “ceasefire” of
federal interference in state medical cannabis laws.

MEDICAL CANNABIS LAWS HAVE LIMITED FEDERAL PROTECTIONS



ROAD TO CJS





Not A Bill

Recommendation to 

Congress & Senate 

APPROPRIATIONS



Trump's Budget Request leaves medical cannabis protections out of 
the Justice Budget (CJS Approps)  
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TRUMP ROUND 1 





CRS REPORT: DOES THE PRESIDENT HAVE 

THE POWER TO LEGALIZE MARIJUANA? 

Updated November 4, 2021

the Supreme Court has held that the President has the power to issue
an executive order only if authorized by “an act of Congress or . . . the
Constitution itself.” The CSA does not provide a direct role for the
President in the classification of controlled substances, nor does Article
II of the Constitution grant the President power in this area… Thus, it
does not appear that the President could directly deschedule or
reschedule marijuana by executive order.

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/LSB/LSB10655

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/LSB/LSB10655


Stop Evictions of Medical Cannabis Patients in Federal Housing 

Allow VA Doctors to Recommend Cannabis

Stop Drug Testing Federal Employees & Contractors for Cannabis

Reinstate the Cole Memo

Ask Congress for Comprehensive Medical Cannabis Legislation

141 Executive Orders 

none impact medical 
cannabis directly  



RETURN TO “DRUG WAR” RHETORIC

President Donald Trump: "We are launching a renewed War on Drugs 
to eliminate the scourge of fentanyl and restore safety to our 
communities."

Attorney General Pam Bondi: "The War on Drugs is back, and this 
time we're taking the fight directly to the cartels fueling the opioid 
crisis.”

DEA Administrator Derek Maltz: "We're building an international 
coalition—an army of good—to wage the War on Drugs against these 
criminal organizations."
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The next Administration will therefore need to: Revitalize the DOJ’s use of the array of
statutory tools that exist for dealing with the threat of criminal organizations . The most

potent ones are the simplest. For example, the department should:

1. Rigorously prosecute as much interstate drug activity as possible, including simple

possession of distributable quantities. Recent efforts to create the impression that drug

possession crimes are not serious offenses has contributed to the explosion of criminal

organization activities in the United States.

2. Aggressively deploy the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt

Organizations Act (RICO), which Congress expressly created to

empower the Department of Justice to treat patterns of intrastate

level crimes, such as robbery, extortion, and murder, as federal

criminal conduct for criminal organizations and networks. The next
Administration can use existing tools while it works with Congress to

develop new tools. p.554-555







“HHS' own analysis recognizes that the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) has not approved marijuana for the treatment
of any disease or condition, meaning it's not medicine, and cannot be
prescribed by a doctor for anything. But the Biden administration
wants people to believe that just because something is popular it
should be viewed as "accepted," instead of using FDA approval to
determine what makes something medicine.”



1) block rescheduling efforts for cannabis
(Section 623).

2) modify the medical cannabis amendment
from 2014 to open the door for federal
interference in state medical cannabis
programs again (Section 531(b)) with
double penalties.

www.SafeAccessNow.org/blog

ON JULY 9TH, THE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS
COMMITTEE PASSED A VERSION OF CJS
APPROPRIATIONS BILL W/ AMENDMENTS TO



CJS APPROPRIATIONS BILL





INTERLOCUTORY HEARING(S)?

APPEAL? ALJ Hearings resume

DEA MAKES FINAL RULING

No ALJ Hearing

DEA ISSUES NEW GENERAL 

NOTICE OF HEARING

DEA ISSUES NEW NOTICE OF

PROPOSED RULEMAKING (NPRM)

According to the OLC Ruling, DEA

would have to propose Schedule III

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

(new witness selection, new ALJ hearing



TERRANCE COLE

Rescheduling process “one of my first priorities”

https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/committee-activity/hearings/04/30/2025/nominations
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/committee-activity/hearings/04/30/2025/nominations


SEC. 531 Medical cannabis Amendment
(a)None of the funds made available under this Act to the Department of Justice may be
used, with respect to any of the States of Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California,
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri,
Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina,
North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina,
South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia,
Wisconsin, and Wyoming, or with respect to the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands, the United States Virgin Islands, Guam, or Puerto Rico,
to prevent any of them from implementing their own laws that authorize the use,
distribution, possession, or cultivation of medical marijuana.

(b) Funds made available under this Act to the Department of Justice may be
used to enforce violations of 21 U.S.C. 860

NEW LANGUAGE IN HOUSE CJS APPROPRIATIONS 118th CONGRESS



Any person who is distributing, possessing with intent to distribute, or manufacturing

a controlled substance in or on, or within one thousand feet of, a public or

private elementary, vocational, or secondary school or a public or private

college, junior college, or university, or a playground, or housing facility

owned by a public housing authority , or within 100 feet of a public or

private youthcenter, public swimming pool, or video arcade facility, is

subject to

(1) twice the maximum punishment

(2)at least twice any term of supervised release for a first offense.

(3)Up to twice the fine

Provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to offenses involving 5 
grams or less of marihuana.

21 U.S.C. 860



ON JULY 10, 2024, 25 GOP SENATORS & 

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS WROTE A 

SCATHING LETTER TO AG GARLAND 

IN PROTEST OF SCHEDULE III 

PROPOSED RULE FOR CANNABIS.  



James Lankford R-OK, Ted Budd, R-N.C.; Shelley Moore

Capito, R-W.Va.; John Cornyn, R-Texas; Bill Hagerty, R-Tenn.;

Jerry Moran, R-Kan.; Pete Ricketts, R-Neb.; Mitt Romney, R-

John Thune, R-S.DUtah; & .

Pete Sessions R-TX, Robert Aderholt, R-Ala.; Andy Biggs, R-

Ariz.; Mike Bost, R-Ill.; Josh Brecheen, R-Okla.; Andrew Clyde,

R-Ga.; Chuck Edwards, R-N.C.; Chuck Fleischmann, R-Tenn.;

Andy Harris, R-Md.; Erin Houchin, R-Ind.; David Kustoff, R-
Tenn.; John Moolenaar, R-Mich.; Gary Palmer, R-Ala.; Greg 

Pence, R-Ind.; Hal Rogers, R-Ky.; & Adrian Smith, R-Neb.



SENATE LEADERSHIP
John Thune (R-SD), Senate Leadership-Decides
the agenda for
the Senate, including what bills will have
hearings and votes

Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV)-GOP Policy
Committee Chair

James Lankford (R-OK)-GOP Policy Committee
Vice-Chair







































A NATIONAL MEDICAL CANNABIS PROGRAM
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20+ YEARS PATIENTS WORK TOWARD 







STANDARDIZE 
TERMINOLOGY

RESEARCH 
TOOLS

HEALTH CLAIMS 

& DOSAGE

PRODUCT 
PROTOCOLS

A B

OMC

INTEGRATE CANNABIS INTO 

HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS

SafeAccess4All.org



A NATIONAL MEDICAL CANNABIS PROGRAM

32

THE OFFICE OF MEDICAL CANNABIS

& CANNABINOID CONTROL (OMC)

SCHEDULE VI





Department of Health and Human Services 
Recommendation to Reschedule Marijuana: Implications 

for Federal Policy” -September 13, 2023, CRS Report

“Legal Consequences of Rescheduling Marijuana”.
January 16th, 2024 (updated May 1, 2024), CRS report 



www.SafeAccessNow.org
/citizen_lobbying



POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT MATTERS



TALK TO YOUR REPRESENTATIVES…

IF YOU ARE NOT TALKING TO YOUR FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVES 

ABOUT MEDICAL CANNABIS, GUESS WHO IS?  

ELECTEDS HAVE FULL AGENDAS AND NEED A REMINDER THAT 

MEDICAL CANNABIS SHOULD BE ON IT! 

IF THEY DON’T HEAR FROM YOU, THEY PROBABLY THINK THE 

MEDICAL CANNABIS RESEARCH BILL WAS ENOUGH 

UTILIZE ASA REPORTS, BLOGS AND PRESS RELEASES AS AN EXCUSE TO ENGAGE 





SafeAccessNow.org/
Know_Your_Rights



WhatsInYourCannabis.org

RESOURCES: FREE PATIENT GUIDE TO NAVIGATING CANNABIS SAFETY 











MAKE A DONATION!
SafeAccessNow.org/donate
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