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LIVE ANIMAL EXPORTS

The continuation of the live animal export
industry is a shame on all Australians.

Want a voice for animals in Parliament? Join, donate, or find out more about the Animal

Justice Party at animaljusticeparty.org. You can also read our policies, here:
animaljusticeparty.org/policieslist.
Authorised by: Geoff Russell, 6 Fifth Ave, St Morris SA 5068

Background
The live animal export industry is Australia’s shame. Over the

last 30 years, more than 200 million animals1 have been ex-
ported, and over 2.5million animals have died at sea; many

more have suffered.

The conditions on these ships can be horrific. Animals on

board are subjected to constant harsh lighting, the noise of

both the ship’s engines and the ventilation/extraction systems,

which can be heard from a kilometre away when the ships

are in port. The heaving, rolling, and pitching of the vessel

causes slipping, falls, and injuries and would be terrifying for

the animals. Animals on open-decked ships are also exposed

to the elements and may suffer from salt-spray blindness.

Animals endure and/or die from illnesses such as salmonel-

losis and respiratory disease (caused by an accumulation of

ammonia from urine and faeces). Almost half of those who

die, do so from inanition (starvation/failure to eat) due to

an inability to recognise the provided pellets as food. High

temperatures, humidity, and poor ventilation can lead to fatal

heat stress. Stocking densities are so high that animals do not

have adequate room to lie down, are unable to move more

than a couple of metres, and often struggle to reach food and

water troughs.

Voyages to the Middle East typically take 15 to 25 days, but

voyages to Israel or Russia can take over 30 days and one

voyage to Turkey took 41 days. The voyages are also danger-

ous; there have been 30 or more shipping disasters involving

"livestock carriers" in recent decades. These ships are at leasttwice as likely as cargo ships to sink or be grounded2.
When the animals arrive at their destination, they are often

handled in ways that would be illegal in Australia. Documen-

taries3 have shown animals being killed by blows from sledge-
hammers and subjected to eye-gouging, tail-breaking, leg

tendon-slashing, beating, whipping, and "flooding” (forcing

water down the throat to increase slaughter weight). Most

animals will have their throats cut whilst fully conscious.

Whilst the focus is on live animal export by sea, tens of thou-

sands of animals including sheep, goats, cows, camels, and

alpacas are also exported by air4 out of major cities in Aus-
tralia every year. Little is known about the animal welfareimplications5 of air transport, but there have been incidents6
with very high mortality rates.

Lack of basic legal protection
Once animals leave Australian waters, they are no longer sub-

ject to Australia’s animal protection laws, although exporters

must comply with the Australian Standards for the Export ofLivestock (ASEL)7 and the Australian Marine Safety Authority’sMarine Order 438.
In 2011, the Australian Government introduced the Exporter

Supply Chain Assurance System (ESCAS)
9
. The ESCAS was in-

tended to improve control and traceability, and ensure that

countries importing Australian animals met basic (legally un-

enforceable) recommendations by the World Organisation for

Animal Health. It did not work. The next year, 22,000 sheep

from one shipment were massacred and many were buried

alive in Pakistan after being turned away from Bahrain due to

claims they were “infected”. Because these sheep were at the

time under the control of a foreign government, Australian au-

thorities could not intervene. Since 2012, despite a serious lack

of monitoring and compliance procedures, there have beenover10 185 reports of ESCAS breaches, and penalties imposed
for breaches have been manifestly inadequate, with several
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/oct/28/exclusive-livestock-ships-twice-as-likely-to-be-lost-as-cargo-vessels
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https://www.abc.net.au/4corners/a-bloody-business---2011/2841918
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https://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/controlled-goods/live-animals/live-animal-export-statistics/livestock-exports-by-air
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https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/avj.12927
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https://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/controlled-goods/live-animals/livestock/regulatory-framework/compliance-investigations/investigations-
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exporters identified as serial offenders. The regulator admits11
that “[i]t is difficult to precisely quantify improvements in ani-

mal welfare outcomes resulting from the implementation of

ESCAS”.

Even if implemented in full, ESCAS cannot eliminate the cru-

elty in the live animal export industry. The live export trade is

inherently cruel, and no level of regulation could ever elimi-

nate the fear, pain, and suffering these animals go through.

Animals exported for breeding are not even offered the du-

bious "protection” of the ESCAS despite ending up in the

same slaughterhouses. More concerning is that the facilities

to which they are sent have no audits carried out – the condi-

tions they will have to live in are unknown. In 2012, a shipment

of dairy cows from Australia to a dairy “farm” in Qatar, saw 64cows12 and their calves die in one week from starvation, heat
stress, and dehydration in 50 degree heat.

Legislation cannot change biology
Animals do not fare well on voyages with high temperatures

and humidity. Sheep in particular are ill-adapted to hot and

humid conditions
13
. On any shipment where hundreds or

thousands of sheep are dying from heat stress14, every other
sheep on board is suffering.

In 2018, approximately 2,400 sheep died of heat stress in a sin-

gle shipment on the Awassi Express
15
(now the Anna Marra).

Unlike the many who die on every voyage, these sheep were

filmed by a crew member with both a heart and a conscience.

The resulting whistleblower footage caused a mixture of dis-
tress and outrage throughout Australia and was the cata-

lyst for new rules to reduce stocking densities, introduce a

shipping moratorium during northern summer months, and

require independent observers on certain vessels. None of

these changes16 have been fully implemented. During COVID-
19, the use of independent observers on live export ships was

paused.

Public Opinion
Polls conducted since 2011 show a large majority of the Aus-

tralian public supports an end to live animal exports, including

a 2019 survey17 which found that almost two-thirds of people
want the Australian live animal export trade to be abolished.

In 2021, the United Kingdom18
announced they would ban

the export of live animals for human consumption, and NewZealand19 announced they would be phasing out the export of
live cows and their calves, due to public pressure over animal

welfare concerns.

It is clear that the live animal export industry has no social

licence.

Policy
The Animal Justice Party (A JP) opposes the commercial export,

whether by sea or air, of live animals; this includes, but is

not limited to, cows, sheep, buffaloes, camels, alpacas, goats,

horses, and greyhounds.

Key Objectives
1. Impose an immediate ban on commercial live animal

export.

2. Transition live export workers into industries that are

humane, ethical and both environmentally and econom-

ically sustainable.

Want a voice for animals in Parliament? Join, donate, or find out more about the Animal

Justice Party at animaljusticeparty.org. You can also read our policies, here:
animaljusticeparty.org/policieslist.
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