
WHAT IS THE ANIMAL JUSTICE PARTY’S STANCE ON COMPANION ANIMALS?

The Animal justice Party supports companion animals living with families – in fact, our three elected
MP’s all have rescued companion animals, as do most of our Members.

If you’ve been on social media lately, you may have noticed there’s a new Party comprised of a small
group of people, who have been very vocal about the Animal Justice Party (AJP) and our stance on
companion animals.

They’ve been gracing Facebook pages with campaigns against the AJP, along with false claims about
our position on companion animals.

So, we want to make the situation clear.

The Animal Justice Party does NOT want to ban companion animals.

We have a Companion Animal Policy which has been created with only the best welfare outcomes for
animals in mind. We care a lot about the wellbeing of companion animals and work hard to ensure
that our furry friends receive full protection under the law.

A big part of this is educating people to think of animals as individuals, rather than commodities. And
while we know most people with companion animals already share this mindset, the sad reality is that
thousands of companion animals are unwanted and unloved.

Too many animals are put to death every year in pounds and shelters while others suffer from cruelty
or neglect.

So how is it that in a country of animal lovers, this situation is allowed to exist?

In short, we breed too many companion animals.

A new business model has emerged that has been cashing in on people’s desire for ‘designer’ dogs,
or those of a specific breed. They’re called puppy farms.

Puppy farming is the intensive factory farming of dogs to supply the pet trade industry.

Female dogs are often forced to pump out litter after litter in small, barren pens until their bodies can
no longer cope. Because of the lack of exercise and the pressure on their bodies to produce repeat
litters, many dogs develop serious, painful health conditions. Many puppies born in these farms also
suffer from behavioural and medical issues as a result of the terrible conditions.

All animal welfare organisations in Australia are opposed to puppy farming, including Oscar’s Law, the
RSPCA, Animals Australia, The Australian Veterinary Association, and FourPaws.

And it’s not just animal welfare and protection groups – some state governments are in support of a
end to puppy farming too. The Victorian Government banned the practice in 2017, and new legislation
has been passed in WA to take steps to put a stop to the practice. South Australian Labor also
campaigned to end the practice in the 2022 State Election. And in NSW, Animal Justice Party MP
Emma Hurst has put up her own legislation to ban puppy farming.

https://www.animaljusticeparty.org/companion_animals
https://www.oscarslaw.org/
https://www.rspca.org.au/take-action/puppy-farms
https://animalsaustralia.org/latest-news/puppy-factory-problem/
https://www.ava.com.au/policy-advocacy/policies/companion-animals-commercial-activities/puppy-farming/
https://www.four-paws.org.au/campaigns-topics/topics/companion-animals/breeding-defects-in-dogs/the-puppy-trade-in-australia
https://www.oscarslaw.org/legislation-in-each-state.htm
https://www.oscarslaw.org/legislation-in-each-state.htm
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/livestock-and-animals/animal-welfare-victoria/domestic-animals-act/puppy-farm-legislation
https://www.dlgsc.wa.gov.au/department/news/news-article/2021/12/16/landmark-stop-puppy-farming-legislation-passes-wa-parliament#:~:text=passes%20WA%20Parliament-,Landmark%20Stop%20Puppy%20Farming%20legislation%20passes%20WA%20Parliament,Australia%20have%20passed%20State%20Parliament.&text=Puppy%20farming%20is%20the%20breeding,term%20health%20and%20behavioural%20issues
https://assets.website-files.com/5eec58442fe1bbc5463e0e44/60caa21bf3ac2d65f4fae12f_Puppy%20Factories%20Policy%20Booklet.pdf
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/pdf/bill/9d6ee42a-c25e-47f0-bf82-5c34702faf0b


The AJP has been campaigning heavily to have puppy farms banned across Australia.

This does not, of course, mean all breeding will be outlawed; it simply means we want to introduce a
nationally consistent Breeder Registration system to stop dodgy breeders and reduce the number of
animals born without loving homes available.

And this is why there are groups spreading misinformation and attempting the reduce our vote. The
people responsible have attempted to form a political party made up primarily of people who breed
animals for profit, and train greyhounds for profit - both of which are industries rife with animal welfare
concerns to the point where both industries are banned in at least one state.

Greyhound racing is banned in the ACT, and was almost banned in NSW, following a damning
investigation led by Justice McHugh.

The core belief of these groups is that people have the right to treat animals as possessions and that
nobody, presumably including animal welfare groups or the police, should have the right to ‘legally act
on behalf of the animal that you own and potentially taking legal action against you if they deem you
are not acting in the best interest of the animal’.

Their website does not provide any direction as to how animal welfare should be enforced except that
it is the owner’s responsibility – and that somehow ownership, rather than guardianship, automatically
results in better welfare outcomes.

A website that lists puppy-farmed dogs for sale contains several of their posts, one of which includes
bizarre references to American Civil Liberties in which they don’t believe the government has any right
to interfere with the individual’s rights, presumably meaning the right to breed as many animals one
wishes and do whatever you like with animals in your possession, without being answerable to
anybody.

They are not a Party founded on concern for the welfare of animals. They are a Party founded on
protecting the right of people to exploit them for profit.

We believe that companion animals should be treated as individuals, and not possessions.

They should be a valued member of the family and not a commodity.

If you want to provide a loving home for an animal, we recommend contacting your local shelter and
opening your home to one of the tens of thousands of animals already surrendered; rather than
contributing to the further influx of animals being put on the market for sale.

So next time you’re scrolling through social media and see a post that accuses the AJP of intending to
prevent people from having companion animals, please post a link to our Companion Animal Policy or
this post.

Together, we can put an end to this systematic abuse of animals, and the industry lies.

https://www.animaljusticeparty.org/companion_animals


Left to right: Kathy Blasonato, NSW Committee Member, with her rescue dog Shanti; Vivienne Clayton with family dog Nessy;
Nathalie Bergon, WA Committee Member, with Jasper and Roxy; Emma Hurst MP with rescue cat Jestar; Ben Schultz,
Victorian State Manager with recue pups Rosie, Dot and Maxie; Elle Towne, QLD Committee member, with rescue pup Tilly;
Bron Currie, National Board Member, with two foster kelpies rescued from a farm; David Nicholson, National Treasurer, with
rescue dogs Rose and Pip; Louise Ward, NSW State Director, with rescue dog Josie; Des Bellamy, NSW Treasurer, with rescue
cat Pep; Katrina Love, Tasmanian Convener, with rescue German Shepherd Avery; Lincoln, grandson of Ruth Weston,
Regional Group Leader Western Victoria, with Soxy the rescue pup; Frankie Bray, South Australian State Secretary, with her
rescue pup Max; Ivan Davis, Tasmanian Treasurer, with rescue pup xiaoxiao; Linda Paull, National Board Member with rescue
cat Brian; and Louise Pfeiffer, Vice President, with rescue pup Cassie.


