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Water Management

Good water management is about ensuring
wildlife isn’t punished by our usage.

Want a voice for animals in Parliament? Join, donate, or find out more about the Animal

Justice Party at animaljusticeparty.org. You can also read our policies, here:
animaljusticeparty.org/policieslist.
Authorised by: Geoff Russell, 6 Fifth Ave, St Morris SA 5068

Background
Australia, the driest inhabited continent, is home to many

species, ecosystems and people. Inland water is found in per-

manent and ephemeral salt and freshwater lakes, rivers and

creeks, mound springs, wetlands, lagoons and billabongs, as

well as aquifers – some of these still pristine, but most heavily

altered. Artificial dams and irrigation channels provide for

further water infrastructure. In Australia, rainfall fluctuates
widely1 both between regions and over time, leading some
regions to be subject to severe and prolonged droughts, and

others to floods. The frequency, duration and severity of these

events are predicted2 to increase as a result of climate change.
Water is a basic need for every living being. Freshwater re-

sources, scarce in many parts of Australia, must be managed

to ensure environmental flows that are as natural as possible,

in order to support wildlife and ecosystems and provide com-

munities (including the animals who are in human care) with

access to safe drinking water. The Animal Justice Party (A JP)

recognises that severe droughts are natural events which can

result in high and unavoidable wildlife mortality rates, and

that climate change increases the frequency and severity of

extreme weather events such as droughts.

The negative impact of animal agriculture on
water resources
In Australia, agriculture3 is the major user of water (approx-
imately 70%, as opposed to 20% for urban use and 10% for

all industry). Compared to plant-based agriculture generally,

animal agriculture has an enormous water footprint, both

globally4 and in Australia5. For instance, to produce a kilogram

of meat from one cow typically uses 10-15 times6 more water
than the production of a kilogram of soybean in Australia.

Of all animals used for human consumption, dairy cows have

the largest water footprint 7(2,056,000 litres per year per cow).
Dairy production usesmost of this water for pasture irrigation,

but also for drinking water for the animals, and cleaning and

cooling dairies. When we consider the amount of freshwater

required to produce 100 grams of protein, dairy products are

among the worst on the list of common foods8.

Figure 1 – The amount of freshwater required to produce
100 grams of protein, across a range of food products.

Source:
9Our World in Data10.

Dairy production is the largest water consuming industry

inAustralia11. It uses one-third of irrigated land and is also
a major user of groundwater, especially in South Australia.

Victoria has the country’s largest dairy industry, and dairy

production uses 53% of the state’s irrigated land.

For these reasons, plant-based12 diets13 help reduce excessive
water use.
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Furthermore, rivers and the adjacent ecosystems are very

sensitive to damage by animal agriculture. Trampling14 by, and
waste15 from, farmed animals cause damage to waterways,
including erosion, degradation of water quality and decreased

abundance of native plants by up to 1,000 times. To protect

Australia’s scarce water resources, it is critical to transition

from animal to plant-based agriculture.

The Murray Darling Basin
The Murray Darling Basin (MDB) is the most extensively-

managed water basin in Australia. It is subject to a market-

based system of water allocation aimed at optimising eco-

nomic, social and environmental outcomes for the MDB. But

the current water management system has not been kind to

the environment or communities. Environmental flows are

still insufficient and put at risk16 various species and the ecol-
ogy of the rivers; indeed, severe droughts have led to tragic

mass deaths17 of fishes in the Murray-Darling. Many vulnera-
ble communities have been affected18 by water shortages and
loss of income, and First Nations’ water entitlements in the

MDB have declined19 significantly in the current market-based
system. Increasingly, unregulated floodplain harvesting20 struc-
tures are used during wet periods to divert water and store

it in dams as a private resource, instead of letting it flow in

waterways or replenish wetlands and aquifers. Floodplain har-

vesting must be monitored, assessed for its environmental

impacts and strictly licensed. Finally, poor water governance

has led to water theft21 and potential fraud22.

Other problems with Australia’s water man-
agement framework
Other activities put water resources at risk in other regions

of Australia too. Fracking and mining, especially for coal, use

large quantities of water and affect the sustainability of both

surface and groundwater. Water extraction for bottling may

also be unsustainable23 and impact on the wellbeing of some
communities. Furthermore, infrastructure projects such as

large dams or dam expansion are regularly proposed to pro-

vide for new irrigation areas, increased water supply, or flood

mitigation. The impact of dams on the environment, such as

floodplain ecosystems24 and the Great Barrier Reef 25 and on
cultural heritage26 is well documented and could be avoided

by transitioning to less water-guzzling agriculture, reducing

water consumption, and avoiding flood plains for develop-

ment. Building dams is all about supply but it would make

more sense to address demand instead.

First Nations27 ’ knowledge, expertise, values and rights have
been consistently ignored in the field of water management.

They must be incorporated fully in all future water planning

and decision-making.

Australia has one of the highest water footprints28 for con-
sumption in the world, and more must be done at the agri-

cultural, industrial and domestic levels to reduce water con-

sumption, as well as increase efficient water use and reuse.

The long-term wellbeing of animals, the environment and

humans, including future generations, should always come

before commercial interests. The United Nations Global Bio-

diversity Framework has identified freshwater management,

which guarantees water flows required by nature and people,

improves water quality and protects critical habitats, amongst

other factors, as one of the required transitions29 to address
the global biodiversity emergency. If we do not consider the

environment and animals first today, there will be no water

for humans or commercial use in the future.

Whilst water use in urban areas constitutes only 10%30
of the

water used in Australia, more could be done at the personal

and local council levels to reduce water consumption, reuse

water and maximise the benefits of the water that is available.

Related Policies
• Climate Change31
• Human Population32
• Environmental Law33

• Great Barrier Reef 34

Policy
Water is necessary for all life on Earth and the right to clean

water must be protected. The Animal Justice Party (A JP) sup-

ports water management that is responsive to climate change

and that prioritises animals, the environment and people over

commercial interests. When it comes to water, the best way
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https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/1099-1646%28200009/10%2916%3A5%3C527%3A%3AAID-RRR602%3E3.0.CO%3B2-W
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http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.460.5957&rep=rep1&type=pdf
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26
https://www.giveadam.org.au/about
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https://www.cbd.int/gbo/gbo5/publication/gbo-5-en.pdf
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https://animaljusticeparty.org/policieslist/environment/great-barrier-reef/
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to protect the rights of humans and other animals is to pro-

tect the environment which collects, holds and cleans the

water. The AJP advocates for a transition away from animal

agriculture to more water-efficient plant-based agriculture.

Key Objectives
1. Recognise the scarcity of water in much of Australia

and address climate change to reduce the likelihood of

severe droughts and floods (see our Climate Change Pol-
icy35 and Human Population Policy36) while investigating
ways to harness more fresh water where environmen-

tally appropriate.

2. Ensure that the regulation of Australia’s water, via

market-based mechanisms or otherwise, is indepen-

dent, fair and transparent, and that water allocations

prioritise environmental health as well as animal and

human well-being over commercial interests.

3. Prosecute those profiting from large-scale water theft

and ensure that regulators are sufficiently equipped to

enforce the law.

4. Involve First Nations communities in developing water

plans and include First Nations’ knowledge, values and

sovereign rights.

5. Remove water subsidies for animal agriculture, includ-

ing feed crops, and transition towards water-efficient

plant-based agriculture.

6. Incentivise efficient water use in agriculture and indus-

try, e.g., making cotton more water efficient.
7. Increase the number of protected water systems (includ-

ing Ramsar wetlands) as these systems are important

for biodiversity and ecosystems services, and rehabili-

tate and rewild degraded waterways.

8. Grant legal personhood to ecologically and/or culturally

significant water systems, e.g., the Murray Darling, Lake
Eyre and the Fitzroy River.

9. Critically assess development and infrastructure

projects, including dams and floodplain harvesting in-

frastructure, against their water usage and cumulative

impact on local waterways, ecosystems and communi-

ties.

10. At the local government level, promote and support

water-efficient appliances and practices, water-sensitive
urban design37 (WSUD) and biodiversity-sensitive urban
design38 (BSUD), the use of recycled water, constructed
wetlands and phytoremediation (treatment of waste

water with plants), as well as waterway cleanups.

Want a voice for animals in Parliament? Join, donate, or find out more about the Animal

Justice Party at animaljusticeparty.org. You can also read our policies, here:
animaljusticeparty.org/policieslist.
Authorised by: Geoff Russell, 6 Fifth Ave, St Morris SA 5068
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