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Land Acknowledgement

For more information on land acknowledgements in the 
City of Toronto, please visit: 

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/accessibility-
human-rights/indigenous-affairs-office/land-
acknowledgement/



Agenda

1. Welcome and Project Overview (10 mins)

2. Historical Context Statement (HCS) (30 mins)

3. Focus Group Discussion (30 mins)

4. Debrief & Next Steps (10 mins)

Gwendolyn McEwen Park, c. 1980 [City of Toronto Archives]



Purpose of Today’s Meeting

Review the West Annex Heritage Project (WAHP) 
and its goals

Present key time periods and history of the West 
Annex

Review the Themes identified and examples



Project Team and Guests

Annex Residents Association (ARA)
Project Lead

Archaeological Services Inc. (ASI)
Project Consultants (hired by the ARA)

Maximum City
Project Facilitation (hired by the ARA)



Discussion and Zoom Guide

• Please mute your microphones 

• Notes are being taken but the meeting is not 
being recorded

• Cameras on/off is a personal choice (off may be 
better for connectivity)

• Questions can be asked in the chat or verbally 
during the focus group discussion



Operating Values

• Come with curiosity and an open mind

• Place trust in the process

• Give space and take space

• Balance air time

• Respect is our guide

• We are wiser together

• You are the expert



Participant Poll

Do you identify as any of the following in the West 

Annex? (Select all that apply)

Renter/Tenant

Homeowner

Housing insecure

Developer

Business Owner

Landlord

Other/Prefer not to answer



What is the West Annex 
Heritage Project?



What is the West Annex Heritage Project?

Historical Context Statement

Will capture the social, economic, 
and cultural history of the 
neighbourhood, putting the 
contemporary form and character 
of the area within its historical 
context.

Project began in 
June 2021 and 
will continue until 
September 2022

Heritage Survey Activities

All properties and buildings within 
the West Annex Phase II study 
area will be inventoried through 
field survey and desktop research.

Images: (left) St. George St from Dupont to Bernard, 1890 [Toronto Reference Library], (right) Brunswick Ave, 2021 [ASI]



Why is this project important?

• This project provides the 
historical research and property 
inventory required as part of a 
Heritage Conservation District 
(HCD) study and plan, to be 
conducted by Heritage Planning 
at the City of Toronto. 

• It is a necessary first step on the 
road to creating an official HCD 
for the West Annex.

Kendal Square, 1913 [City of Toronto Archives]

Jean Sibelius Park, c. 1970 [City of Toronto Archives]



What is the West Annex Heritage Project?

HCD Plan

Develop Policies & 
Guidelines

Refine Boundaries/ 
Objectives/ Etc.

Decision

HCD Study

Research & Analysis Heritage Evaluation
Develop 

Recommendations
Decision

West Annex Heritage Project

Research/ Historical 
Context Statement

Engagement Survey Activities
Report Submitted to 

City Planning

We are 
here



What will the project result in?

• An understanding of the 
themes present in the West 
Annex and the historical 
evolution of the neighbourhood

• Individual property information 
to support future studies

• Recommendations to ensure 
the wise use, management and 
protection of known or 
potential cultural heritage 
resources

Albany Avenue, 1902 [City of Toronto Archives]



Project Update

Phase 3

Final Historical Context Statement Activities

We are here

Phase 1
Historical Research and 
Draft Historical Context 

Statement Draft 

Phase 2
Comprehensive Survey 

Activities



Next Steps

• Finalization of survey data review

• Analysis of the survey work – including assigning 
representative building types to applicable themes 
within each period

• Presentation to the Toronto & East York Community 
Preservation Panel (TEYCPP)

• Comments received on Draft Historical Context 
Statement and analysis of survey work to be 
integrated into the Final Report



Questions?



Historical Context Statement

What is a Historical Context Statement (HCS)?  

A historical context statement describes and explains the 
contemporary form and character of an area through key 
themes and significant periods of its historical evolution.

An HCS does: 

• Identify key building types, eras, and historical themes within 
the study area’s social, economic, and cultural history

An HCS does not: 

• Tell a full history of the neighbourhood



Historical Context Statement

Role of the HCS within the Project

• Will be used to understand what exists 
today in the neighbourhood

• Each time period and theme will be 
connected to properties or sites that 
represent what was happening in the 
period

Spadina Road, 1976 [City of Toronto Archives]



A Timeline of the History of the Annex

1791 Present1813 1888 1913 1949 1975



A Brief History of the Annex

• Indigenous communities have had a 
presence in Toronto for over 10,000 years

• Proximity to the Indigenous trail (later 
Davenport Road) that ran along the base 
of the escarpment north of the Annex

• Taddle Creek - a probable source of 
Indigenous activity, though more minor. 
The waterway was later buried during 
early subdivision development.

• Until the 1880s, the Annex generally had a 
rural landscape character (bottom 
image).

View north on Bedford Road from Lowther Road in 1880, showing 
the rural character of the area [Toronto Reference Library]

1795 map showing the location of the ancient Iroquois Shore that 
formed the escarpment north of the Annex [Archives of Ontario]



A Brief History of the Annex

• In the nineteenth century, the estate lands were developed 
into residential subdivisions.

• Simeon Janes developed “The Toronto Annex” plan in 1886, 
seeing opportunity in the open land between the area’s fast-
growing neighbourhoods of Yorkville and Seaton Village. 

Janes’ 1886 advertisement for lots in the 
“Toronto Annex” [Toronto Reference Library]

1878 map showing the future location of the West Annex between the 
developments of Yorkville and Seaton Village [Toronto Reference Library]



A Brief History of the Annex

1903

1910

• A majority of the 
neighbourhood was 
constructed between 1888 
and 1913, with the building 
boom peaking in 1907. 

• The short time span of 
construction resulted in 
many uniform streets. 

• Some early walk-up 
apartment buildings, a new 
building type to the City of 
Toronto, were constructed in 
the West Annex at this time.

Uniform residential construction at the corner of 
Albany Ave and Wells St resulting from the 1888 
to 1913 building boom [City of Toronto Archives]

1903 Fire Insurance Plan 
showing sparse construction 
and mostly empty lots

1910 Fire Insurance Plan 
showing most lots have a 
building 



A Brief History of the Annex

• Following the boom in construction the 
West Annex was “filled in” by the mid-
1910s.

• Changing demographics resulted in the 
conversion of larger homes into rooming 
houses, a lasting trend in the 
neighbourhood.

• The Annex Ratepayers’ Association is 
established in 1928. 

• Construction returns to the neighbourhood
in the post-Second World War period, 
influenced by Modernism and the tall 
apartment building.

• Physical changes to the neighbourhood
ushered in a greater sense of community, 
advocacy, and activism.

Looking south to the West Annex in 1920 
[City of Toronto Archives]

Construction of the new Huron Street 
School in 1958 in a Modernist style 
[ARA]

Rally against the Spadina
Expressway, c. 1970 [Toronto Star]



A Brief History of the Annex

• Renewed Indigenous presence in 
the neighbourhood in the second half of the 
twentieth century with the establishment 
of the Native Canadian Centre of Toronto on 
Spadina Road, which opened in 1962 (top 
image) and Wigwamen Terrace, opened in 
1972.

• An updated neighbourhood plan published in 
the 1970s provided changes to zoning 
regulations that restricted high-rise densities. 

• Increasing rates of crime in the 
neighbourhood between the 1960s to 80s 
resulted in an increased effort to make the 
West Annex a safer place.

• This period also saw a greater variety of 
services available in the neighbourhood, such 
as group homes, co-op housing, day cares, 
and private schools. 

Looking northwest from Prince Arthur Avenue and St. George Street in 
1993 showing the intermingling of detached houses and apartment 
buildings [City of Toronto Archives]

Native Canadian Centre of Toronto, 
opened in 1962 [ACO Toronto]



Historical Context Statement – West Annex Themes

Revised Themes: 
• Natural Environment 
• Urban Context
• Community and Social Context
• Proximity

Initial Themes: 

• Natural Environment
• Urban Environment 
• Transportation and 

Infrastructure Networks
• Industry and 

Manufacturing 
• Governance and Civic 

Administration
• Civic Institutions 
• Community and Culture
• People and Places

Refinement based on consultation with: 

• Public/Community Focus Group Sessions 
in October 2021

• City of Toronto Heritage Planning
• ARA
• Mississauga of the Credit First Nation



Historical Context Statement - West Annex Themes

Natural Environment

• Naturally occurring physiographic and topographic features of the area as well 
as planned and designed landscape and vegetation 

1906 – Kendal Square

1956 – Renamed Jean Sibelius Park

Mature trees on West Annex streets part of 
planting program during early development 
of the neighbourhood



Historical Context Statement - West Annex Themes

Urban Context

• Early Euro-Canadian survey and settlement, as well as subdivision and formal 
land use planning 

• Twentieth-century developments and the introduction of the apartment building

1888-1912 – Planned Residential Development c. 1911 – Walk up Apartment 
Building

1956 - Post-Second World War 
Apartment



Historical Context Statement - West Annex Themes

Proximity

• The influence of the surrounding communities and contexts that encircle and 
support the West Annex neighbourhood, centering on how and where external 
factors permeate its boundaries 

1965 – Spadina Road Subway Station for 
the Bloor Street Subway Line

c. 1912 - Commercial building on Dupont 
Street



Questions?



Historical Context Statement - West Annex Themes

Community and Social Context

• How has its unique origin as a residential-only neighbourhood impacted the 
development of community, gathering, and social interaction in the West 
Annex?

• Change in demographics and social dynamics over time

1910-1911 – Firehall #23 1958 – Huron Street Public School 1899 – Norman B. Nash House

1978 – Spadina Station northeast 
entrance

1929 – McNicol Hall, Toronto 
Bible College

1962 – Native Canadian Centre 
of Toronto



Focus Group Discussion: Guide

• You will be assigned to a breakout room with a 
facilitator and ASI staff. Please accept the Zoom 
prompt to join the breakout room.

• You can participate verbally or by typing in the chat.

• We will ask one person from each group to share back 
with the larger group in about 30 minutes.



Operating Values

• Come with curiosity and an open mind

• Place trust in the process

• Give space and take space

• Balance air time

• Respect is our guide

• We are wiser together

• You are the expert



Focus Group Discussion: Tools

Raise Hand in Zoom to talk

Write your responses in the Chat



Historical Context Statement - West Annex Themes

Community and Social Context

• The social and developmental outcome of designing a residential-only 
neighbourhood void of diversified land use types

• Evolved demographics and social dynamics over time

1910-1911 – Firehall #23 1958 – Huron Street Public School 1899 – Norman B. Nash House

1978 – Spadina Station northeast 
entrance

1929 – McNicol Hall, Toronto 
Bible College

1962 – Native Canadian Centre 
of Toronto



Brainstorm: 5-10 minutes

What places in the Annex tell the story of the 
Community and Social Context theme? Looking for 
one- or two-word answers (type in chat)...

Places may be: 
• Property
• Park
• Street
• Area
• Route
• Building
• Feature of a property
• Event
• Installation
• Intersection 
• Aspect of your daily routine 

Community and Social Context includes: 
• Connection
• Belonging
• Diversity
• Inclusivity
• Activism
• Arts
• Culture
• Civics
• Institutions
• Public spaces



Discussion: 20-25 minutes

Choose one place from the brainstorm.

If this place could talk, what story would it tell about 
our community related to the Community and Social 
Context theme?

Share the story of this place with the group 
in 2 minutes or less and discuss.



Focus Group Debrief: 5 minutes

Share a highlight or two from each 
group.



Thank you for participating

Ways to stay engaged and 
informed:

West Annex Heritage Project FAQ & 
Project Page 

www.theara.org

info@theara.orgAlbany Avenue, c. 1970 [City of Toronto Archives]

A copy of this presentation, summary report 
of the discussion, and project updates will 
be hosted on the ARA website (theara.org).

https://www.theara.org/west_annex_hcd_faqs
http://www.theara.org/
mailto:info@theara.org
https://www.theara.org/

