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ARA-RSTC Traffic Infraction Count 

Background

• City of Toronto’s “Vision Zero” initiative is intended to make 
our roads safer. Traffic enforcement is a key Vision Zero 
pillar. 

• Data indicates a strong correlation between enforcement, 
infractions and casualties. 

• Although 2025 saw a slight improvement, available 
summary data indicates that since 2012 TPS enforcement 
has plummeted, while deaths and injuries have spiked. 

(e.g. see https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2019/12/11/140000-fewer-
speeding-charges-how-toronto-police-traffic-tickets-fell-by-two-thirds-even-
as-deaths-spiked.html)

• More difficult to quantify – but a serious issue – is the impact 
on our living environment as dangerous infractions increase.
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Tickets began to fall in 2013, the same 
year collisions started to rise.
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Background Data
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Tickets dropped by 45% in the Annex between 2014 and 2024.  

Fewer than 1 ticket per day is issued in the Annex in 4 of 5 offence categories.

SOURCE:  CITY OF TORONTO OPEN DATA

SOURCE:  CITY OF TORONTO OPEN DATA

According to Toronto Open 
Data enforcement in the 
Annex has dropped almost 
50% since 2014, with tickets 
issued per day in most 
categories approaching zero.  
Available data indicates 2014 
was already a drop from 
previous years.

At the same time we see 
widespread road violence and 
an epidemic of traffic 
offences in the Annex and 
across the city.
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Traffic Count Objective
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To quantify the scale of dangerous road violations 
the ARA-RSTC initiated a count of the following 
infractions:

Traffic light
- entered intersection when light red
- entered intersection when light yellow (sped up)

Stop sign
- did not slow down
- slowed but did not stop

Intersection
- illegal turns

Not quantified but widely observed:

• Illegal speed

• Other moving violations.  



ARA-RSTC Traffic Infraction Count 

Methodology

1. Select representative intersections and times 
(peak/off-peak) for counts.

3. Extrapolate count data

Samples confirmed consistent numbers/patterns, supporting 
extrapolation to per-day and per-vehicle counts.  Hourly counts 
multiplied by 12 rather than 24 to ensure numbers not overstated.

2. Capture counts in a matrix. 

5

Counts completed from August to December 2025
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Count Summary

Violations observed but not included in the count:  Speeding, Aggressive 
Driving and other HTA offences.
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Estimated daily 
infractions in 
Annex area

Most dangerous offences

• 1,200+ red lights run (vehicle enters intersection when light red)

• 7,000+ yellow lights run (vehicle speeds up, enters intersection when yellow)

• 1,100+ stop signs run (vehicle does not slow down at intersection)

Other offences posing risk to vulnerable road user

• 13,000+ stop sign ‘rolling stops’ (vehicle slows but does not stop)

• 20-80 hourly illegal turns at key intersections



Traffic offences are at epidemic levels.
The ARA-RSTC count confirms what we all see – including an estimated 1200+ red lights run per day in the Annex area 
(vehicle enters intersection when light is red).  The count did not include other widespread offences like speeding and 
distracted driving.

Traffic enforcement in the Annex is almost entirely absent.
Based on Toronto Open Data:  fewer than 1 ticket issued per day in 4 of 5 offence categories; 3 tickets per day issued 
across all categories.  Out of proportion with the scale of violations, and based on data providing negligible deterrent.  

There is a direct link between enforcement, violations, and casualties.
The sharp drop in TPS traffic policing since 2012 appears to have directly led to a concurrent spike in deaths, injuries, 
and the degradation of our living environment.  This is confirmed by data from other jurisdictions.

Vision Zero needs enforcement to be successful. 
Pillars include road design and education – but without appropriate levels of traffic policing Vision Zero initiatives fail.  
Toronto’s Vision Zero initiative is currently failing.  

ARA-RSTC Traffic Infraction Count 

Conclusions
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To Achieve ‘Vision Zero’...
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We need the TPS to ‘Serve and Protect’ vulnerable road users.

The police cannot be everywhere, but they can be somewhere, at a level that provides a deterrent.  
Enforcement needs to be unpredictable to change behaviour, and cannot be accomplished with automated 
ticketing (especially given recent Provincial legislation).  Although our focus has been the Annex, this is a 
serious city-wide issue.

We need help sourcing better data for enforcement transparency and Vision 
Zero status.

Some data is available – e.g. tickets by neighbourhood.  Other data – like ticket breakdown, enforcement 
budget allocation, and TPS traffic strategy – we’ve been unable to find.

If this data exists we need assistance accessing.  If it’s not publicly available it needs to be added to 
Open Data as a priority.



APPENDIX
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Key factors which appear to increase traffic infraction levels

• Rush hour 

Key factors which appear to decrease traffic infraction levels

• Presence of crossing guards

• Dark time periods at stop signs (drivers seem to take greater care as pedestrians are hard to see)

• Road configurations (e.g. jog at Albany-Barton)

• Speed humps (seem to increase awareness of stop signs, e.g. Albany-Wells)

Appendix Count Observations



Appendix Data Sources
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