
This Week in the Annex:
March 02, 2022

Striking a Balance
Our Heritage Guru, Sandra Shaul, takes the spotlight in this week’s newsletter.

The ARA finds itself facing another challenge as we research our past and
document our present surroundings for the West Annex Heritage Project. Our
goal is the preservation of our outstanding streetscapes with their historic and
modern architecture, our tree canopy, and our limited parkland.

At the same time we need to acknowledge that there is housing shortage in
Toronto. And the Annex’s location, as we all know, is in high demand. 

Questions for the Community

In the first Heritage focus groups held last Fall, one message that came across
loud and clear was that it’s our sense of community that makes the Annex such a
desirable place to live. But as we prepare to launch a second set of focus groups,
we are struggling with this fundamental question: What does our architectural
heritage and natural environment have to do with creating that treasured
community?

A prime example of Annex community spirit was the creation of Horns on the
Cob back in the first months of the pandemic, July 2020. The musicians gave
weekly concerts to encourage residents in dark times. (Ed's note: As the picture
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illustrates, it was long before we were told to wear masks, only to keep our
distance.)  

To put it in personal terms, we’re asking you to consider what makes you feel at
home in the Annex. What gives you a sense of place? When you walk through
the Annex, what makes it feel special to you? Would replacing our current
homes and gardens with modern towers have any impact on how we relate to
each other? And if so, how?

And while you’re thinking about your response to these questions, we want to
emphasize that the Annex is ever-changing, despite its historic character. In fact,
there have been some dramatic transformations over time.

In 1880, this was the view looking north on Bedford from Lowther Avenue. The
boom years of construction in the Annex were only a decade away. 

 

The Evolution of the Annex

Consider that while Walmer Road still winds south of Kendal, only Walmer Road
Baptist Church and four of the historic houses still stand. When originally
constructed, they were promoted as examples of gracious country living in the
city. Then they were replaced by low to mid-rise apartments, including the
sculptural Uno Prii building, as well as Tudor Revival infill houses.

Similarly, stately mansions along St. George were replaced by mid-rise
apartment buildings. The last of these Bloor Street mansions sits at the corner of
St. George and houses the York Club. But even there, considerable portions of its
spacious grounds have been sold and redeveloped. It has been hemmed in by
neighbours.

 



The Eaton Mansion at the corner of Walmer and Spadina was demolished and
replaced with Uno Prii's Vincennes, below.

Huron Street Public School has also been transformed.

As it was then..... 



As it is now. . . .

There have also been subtle changes—windows, doors, porches, and yards,
which we can see when we look at the photo inventory of Annex buildings that
was compiled during the fight against the Spadina Expressway. And there have
been fundamental changes to our infrastructure, like the widening of Spadina
Road.



Spadina Road looking north from Lowther in June of 1949 -- not long before the
street was widened to make way for an expressway.

Join the Discussion

Identifying the buildings and landscape features that contribute to the character
of a neighbourhood and give us our sense of place is not just an exercise in
historical documentation. It is a valuable planning tool for change.

For some of you, the questions we are asking will be easy to answer. For others,
not so much. But we’re offering everyone an opportunity to share their ideas
during either one of two scheduled focus groups at the end of March.
Registration is now open on our website for Option 1: Tuesday March 22 from
noon to 1:30 pm or Option 2: Thursday March 24 from 7 to 8:30 pm.

Next week I’ll share some of my favourite places in the Annex. And we’d love it if
you would take the time to share yours with us. Just send a brief note, no more
than 500 words, to info@theara.org with the subject line: “My Favourite Annex
Place.”

Notes and Queries
Signs of Spring

It may still be frigid out there. There may yet be ice and snow. But there’s no
doubt about it: Spring is just around the corner. You’ll say it’s obvious: Days are
getting longer, and birds have been chirping more loudly. But almost a full week
ago your sharp-eyed reporter spotted some of the surest signs of Spring poking
bravely upwards from the soil. If you look closely at the image taken last
Thursday near the flower shops at Ave and Dav, you’ll spot some early daffs
emerging.
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In fact, if you’re on the alert, you’ll spot green stirrings everywhere in the ‘hood.
Check out this next image of a patch between the city sidewalk and a hedge
along Bernard. Can you see the green shoots fighting their way towards the sun?

Have Your Say

Faithful ARA member Yuen Chua alerted us to a recent plea from Physicians for a
Smoke-Free Canada. The advocacy group notes that in exploring a ban on
single-use plastics, the Feds haven’t included cigarette filters.

Anyone who has participated in a community clean-up day knows how much
labour is expended in collecting tobacco and e-cigarette waste. Click here to
read about the full scope of the problem. Then consider writing the government
to urge the inclusion of cigarette filters in the ban.  Click on its regulatory
website for details. Or just straight-out email your comments to ec.plastiques-
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plastics.ec@ec.gc.ca   But make haste. You have only three days – until March 5 –
to have your say.

The Ukraine

Lynne Dalgleish up on Huron Street cheered us through the pandemic with her
ebullient “Everything will be Alright” billboard, proceeds from selling the images
of which were donated to the Avenue Road Food Bank. Next, she challenged us
with her moving tribute to the Indigenous children who had been torn from
their families only to die in residential schools and be buried in unmarked
graves.

Now Lynne has turned her artistry to yet another world-consuming cause: the
war in the Ukraine. As she said in her Facebook announcement, she “would love
for you to come write notes of love on this new board.” Markers are supplied on
site. And as you can see from the image, residents have already begun adding
their own messages.

361 Davenport Gets A Move On
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It seems like centuries ago – not just five years – that a condo was first proposed 
for the site at 321 Davenport. After much controversy in the press, and following 
lengthy negotiations between neighbours and the developer, the i’s have been 
dotted, t’s crossed, and agreements signed. So now it has begun, with yet more 
demolition on Davenport. Fingers crossed for faster, less intrusive construction 
than we’ve recently experienced along that stretch of road.

Chimney Swifts

Many of you wrote last Fall to tell us how much you enjoyed reading about the
Annex chimney swifts in our October 6th newsletter. Unfortunately, these
wonderful birds are under threat as their urban habitats are destroyed either by
development or by invasive renovation.

This week, Annexonian Elizabeth Carman reached out to tell us that Birds
Canada, together with partners from across the country, has launched the
Chimney Swift Chimney Restoration Fund. If you are a homeowner whose
chimney is known both to host swifts and to be in need of repair, you are
encouraged to apply to the fund for assistance. Click here to learn more about
the program. But do note that the application deadline is April 21, 2022.
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Keep in Mind . . .

Lots of deadlines and dates in this newsletter. The West Annex Heritage focus
groups are coming soon: March 22 and March 24. And as we announced last
week, our ARA Annual General Meeting is set for Thursday April 21st. Hoping
to see many of you there with us on Zoom.

 

 

 

The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.

This email was sent to gillianbartlettara@gmail.com. To stop receiving emails, click here to
unsubscribe.

The Annex Residents' Association
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