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This Week in the Annex:
 April 06, 2022

You're Invited!
It will be a brief but nonetheless momentous observance – the long-awaited
ceremonial ground-breaking for KESKUS on Madison. Gathering will begin at
noon this Friday April 8 with a projected 12:30 pm start, rain or shine. Among
the dignitaries present will be Councillor Mike Layton, as well as Alar Kongats,
the esteemed Estonian-Canadian architect of this new jewel in the Annex, and
our own Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson. More details are available by
clicking here.

All this to say that if you happen to be in the area, do drop by. Indeed, everyone
is encouraged to attend, bearing flags either Canadian or Estonian, or – why not?
– even both.

The Estonian Flag

The Estonian flag is formed with three horizontal bands – deep blue, black, and
white. The appropriateness of this choice becomes instantly apparent when you
examine the following image of the iconic Estonian landscape. Note that the
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photo below was taken in summer. As you can imagine, the winter shots mimic
the flag even more closely.     

Photo by Tõnis Tuuder - Eesti Looduse fotovõistlus 2013
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=29730305

 

Tackling Pollution

This past weekend may have been unseasonably cold, but soon there will lawns
and gardens to groom. And that, of course, means the arrival of that contentious
piece of garden equipment – the gas-powered leaf blower. Indeed, your nose,
lungs, and ears may have already been assailed by one.

If you’re one of those who’d like to see these machines banned across the city,
then you’ll be interested in the Zoom meeting advertised for this coming
Monday April 11 between 7:00 and 8:30 pm. Details are available by clicking
on this flyer.

Particularly targeted are blowers fitted with two-stroke engines. We confess to
having had no idea what that meant when we first encountered the term. So
naturally we turned to Google. Apparently, these little devils run on a smokey,
lethal combination of gas and oil. For everything you need to know (including a
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charming animation of a two-stroke engine at work) just head straight to
Wikipedia.

The Noise Factor

Beyond air pollution, leaf blowers add considerably to noise pollution in the city.
And as construction projects ramp up around the edges of the Annex, residents
are even more sensitive than ever to the omnipresent shrieks, screeches, clanks,
whirrs, roars, drones, beeps, and thuds.  

Toronto does have in force a bylaw that provides standards for noise in the city.
This includes decibel limits and time restrictions for some types of noise. But
now the City is working on a report to respond to various Council directives
since the Noise Bylaw was last amended in 2019.

The staff report is due at the end of May.  But if you want to get a word in, you
have only until April 20 to submit your feedback. For more information on the
issues being discussed, click here. And if your position is already firm, then go
straight to the feedback site itself: MLSFeedback@toronto.ca.

 

 

Notes and Queries
Are you "Nextdoor"?

Some Annex residents have reached out to us regarding a mysterious
unsolicited letter they received last week via Canada Post. The letters were
personally addressed, ostensibly by another Annexonian living on the same
street, or at least one nearby, and recipients were urged to use a soon-to-expire
code that allowed them "free" access to a new app called Nextdoor.

According to Wikipedia (our go-to-source it seems this issue), Nextdoor
Holdings, Inc. operates a hyperlocal social networking service for neighborhoods.
The company was founded in 2008 and is based in San Francisco, California.
Nextdoor launched in the United States in October 2011, and is currently available
in 11 countries. 

Recognizing that nothing is free, we did some sleuthing. It seems this
organization is a legitimate, young, sortta, kinda rival to Facebook. But it comes
with major concerns regarding privacy and security.
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mailto:MLSFeedback@toronto.ca


4/22/22, 4:39 PM The Annex Residents' Association Newsletter

https://annex.nationbuilder.com/admin/broadcasters/1/mailings/66/html_preview 4/8

Reports are that members’ personal details such as drivers’ licence numbers are
easily targeted and monetized by this platform. And on some neighbourhood
sites, on-line reviews suggest that trolls abound. Consider yourself informed…

 

 

Electrical Work on Dupont

Well! That beautiful new piece of sidewalk up at the northwest corner of Dupont
and Huron didn’t last long. It now bears a tidy dark scar of tar that marks the site
of a significant intervention by Hydro some two weeks ago. We’ve written to our
usual sources at Hydro for intel – but the ether has remained frustratingly silent.
If YOU have any idea what all that digging was for, we’d love to know. Surely it
couldn’t simply have been to make that pristine piece of concrete match all the
distressed paving that haunts our city? In the meantime, we’ll keep asking...
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The scar is neat and tidy, but it seemingly leads to nowhere. And it belies the
amount of heavy equipment involved in its making. Click here to watch a video
of the action. Do you believe the number of workers on the job?

 

Feathered Friends

It wasn’t so long ago that volunteers from the ‘hood were spending hours
clearing, grooming, and refreshing the ice at Jean Sibelius that was enjoyed by
scores of residents on blades. It’s now been turned into a muddy field that’s
somewhat perilous for humans to cross, whatever their footwear. But plus ça
change… It’s now a source of joy for our feathered friends like this early robin
pictured below.
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Rattled by our intrusion, the robin flitted quickly to the other side of the
concrete barrier to continue its feast on the mire of the ice rink. It was quite a
haul, judging by this video. (Warning: this video is disturbing if you’re at all into
worms.)

 

FLAP

And while we’re talking about birds, we have a reminder from FLAP (Fatal Light
Awareness Program) that this is the migratory season when thousands of birds
inadvertently die when they fly smack into windows at night in urban settings.

The FLAP website offers many suggestions for how householders can bird-proof
their homes. But perhaps the simplest, easiest, least intrusive solution lies in a
humble household mainstay – a cake of soap. The picture below illustrates the
kind of treatment easily applied with a bar of Dove (sorry, couldn’t resist). And
the beauty is, that when migration season is over, you’ll get sparkling clean
windows simply from wiping the lines away. Win win.

https://www.theara.org/r?u=jalJvum2JQxpPvfjGmN5kwUjdrHox0gnYuDQfZ4rUVI&e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_april_06_2022&n=8&test_email=1
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Take your pick – squiggles, waves, diagonals – whatever. Just be sure the lines
are no more than 2 inches (5 cm) apart as birds might think they can fly right
through the gaps.

 

A Glimpse of Joy

There’s so much going wrong in the world outside, it’s just such a pleasure to
catch sight of a carpet of snowdrops – symbols of hope and fortitude and pure
delight. Our thanks to the neighbourhood homeowner who has allowed these to
flourish.

 

Lest We Forget..
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You might have made a mental note to yourself to sign up for our Annual
General Meeting. And then life got in the way. Not to worry. Registration is just a
click away at https://www.theara.org/events. Looking forward to seeing you on
Zoom come Thursday April 21 at 7:00 pm.

The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.

This email was sent to gillianbartlettara@gmail.com. To stop receiving emails, click here to
unsubscribe.
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