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This Week in the Annex:
 May 11, 2022

Celebrating Our Own
When it was inaugurated in 2017, a decision was taken that the Community
Builder Award should be reserved only for those who had not served on the
Board. While every single one of our volunteer directors is worthy of the honour,
it just seemed right to exclude those in our own ranks.

That said, to every rule there is an exception. And so it was that we unanimously
voted to give the second Community Builder Award of 2022 to Edward Leman.

Edward Leman

As we noted in a special edition of the weekly newsletter, Edward died tragically
early in October 2021. In acknowledgement of the countless hours he selflessly
dedicated to the responsible development of the Annex, openly welcoming all
voices and generously sharing his deep knowledge, we were determined to
honour him.

Edward was a wonderful friend, welcoming neighbour, and the leader
extraordinaire of the ARA Planning and Development (P+D) Committee. Every
one of us on the Board feels his passing greatly, but none more so than Henry
Wiercinski who served as co-chair with Edward for many years. Henry’s remarks
at the AGM when the announcement was made captured our feelings perfectly:

Edward was the intellectual and spiritual heart of P+D. Thoughtful and self-
effacing, he was always ready to listen. He was committed to building a better
City for all. His passing has left a void, but his legacy lives on through the
many innovations that he introduced. We are all better for having shared his
company.
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It was a poignant moment last Easter weekend when a cluster of ARA members
gathered by The Vessel in Taddle Creek Park. Edward’s wife, Dilys, and his
daughter, Oriana, accepted the Community Builder Award on his behalf. Also in
the picture, Edward’s prized whippet, Sophie.

 

Natasha Gromoff-Kramer

And yet another stalwart member of the ARA Board deserves mention – indeed
much more than mention – in this week’s newsletter. It’s Natasha Gromoff-
Kramer whose resignation was announced by Chair Rita Bilerman at the AGM on
April 21st.

It’s hard to imagine the ARA without Natasha – after all, she has served on the
Board for close to thirty years – but it seems she’s decided to take some well-
deserved time for herself. And if you read on, you’ll see why!
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Natasha with her ever-ready smile modestly accepted the planter and gift card
given her last April in honour of her retirement from the ARA Board.

The Hook

When we caught up with Natasha to interview her for this story, the first
question we asked was “How did you get involved with the ARA in the first
place?” Turns out that we owe her phenomenal commitment to that other
legendary Annexonian, Gwen Egan. (If you want to know just how legendary,
simply read about the Gwen Egan laneway that runs north off Bernard east of
Spadina.)

In the serendipity that makes up so much of our community, Gwen and Natasha
had children who were together at Huron Street Public School. The redoubtable
Gwen asked whether Natasha would like to join the ARA. And the rest, as they
say, is history.
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Early on, Natasha threw her efforts into helping maintain the park at Ecology
House on Madison – a park that was soon named in honour of another Annex
legend, Paul Martel. In the picture above you can see Natasha at the far left, and,
in the middle, present-day Secretary to the Board Micky Fraterman (in the long
black coat) standing next to the park’s namesake, Paul Martel.

Anywhere and Everywhere

In the beginning, Natasha was a pinch hitter, serving wherever help was needed.
She worked the Fall Fair. She volunteered for the Annex House and Garden
Tours. She staffed the table at the ARA flea sale as well as that for the book sale
at 250 Davenport. And as Terri Chu remembers gratefully, she was a fixture at
the summer Farmer’s Market.

Chair Rita Bilerman and her son are seen with Natasha in earlier days staffing the
ARA booth.
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Chances are that if you participated in the annual Cornfest (which the Board is
determined to re-instate this coming Fall) your cob was prepared and served by
Natasha. As present Board Member Christine Innes noted,

From my perspective, she was a quiet hero -- from her diligent work for the
ARA, to the Farmer's Market, to being one of the chief huskers and servers at
our Cornfest. To any and every community cause she would pitch right in, and
always with grace and good cheer.

Cover Girl Natasha appeared in the banner of the Annex Guardian back in June
of 2006. That's Olivia Chow beside her at the book sale. 

Community Outreach

But undoubtedly Natasha’s greatest service to the ARA was her commitment to
the Community Safety Committees. Over the intervening years the
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administrative boundaries of the various police divisions have shifted, but not so
Natasha's commitment to her role. Suffice it to say that she has attended
upwards of 30 meetings each year to help us keep in touch with issues of law
and order in the ‘hood.

Natasha has accumulated a score of citations acknowledging the hours she has
put in as community police liaison, attending meetings and volunteering at
division open houses and community events. Here she proudly displays a photo
taken when she received her first official award for five years' service back in May
of 2008.

We leave it to former Board member John McGrath to reminisce about Natasha’s
devotion to this task:

I always looked forward to Natasha’s presentations to the Board (I confess,
sometimes my mind would wander, and I would be thinking about other
things). But when Chair David Harrison called on Natasha to present the
Community Safety and Police Liaison Report, I would be shaken out of my
daydreams and carried to another world, a world I called Law and Order, ARA.

I swear I heard the program’s distinctive two-note sting every time she started
telling us about crime in the Annex: the petty and not-so petty offences, the
continued problems with the park behind the Bathurst subway station and
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certain houses that were drug dens. Her reports reminded me there were
residents of the Annex that had far more pressing problems than development
proposals and zoning variances.

Law and Order, ARA may soon end its lengthy run, but I will always remember
Natasha’s title role in the drama.

And in the same vein, long time ARA Director Sandra Shaul wrote to say that
Natasha was the epitome of “eyes on the street.” She also “diligently kept us
informed of questionable activities around heritage buildings to help us intervene
to preserve them.”

There's an old saying that nobody is irreplaceable. But, frankly, you’d have a hard
time convincing the ARA Board of this adage. Natasha was, is, and will be one of
a kind. And we are all of us hugely in her debt for her service.

 

Notes and Queries
YWCA Davenport 

When Community Liaison Worker Kayla Chambers of the YWCA shelter at 348
Davenport reached out to the ARA last month, we'd have usually set Natasha on
the case. Now the opportunity is out there for another Annexonian to step up.

Kayla told us of the resumption of their Community Liaison Committee (CLC),
explaining: "The purpose of the CLC is to collaborate and brainstorm ideas which
promote the success of the shelter for the people who stay here and for the
surrounding community. In the past we have had representatives from local
resident, business and civil society organizations. Are you interested in being a
member of our CLC? Let us know!

So there's the challenge to our readers. Does anyone out there wish to assume
this liaison role for the ARA? If so, by all means send our Chair a line at
info@theara.org.
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And for those of you who live near the shelter, you will also be interested in
Kayla's final comment, "As always, we are available by phone (416-922-1001) for
any immediate concerns or by email (davenportclc@ywcatoronto.org) and
voicemail (416-922-2039) for other inquiries."

Maybe Yes? Maybe No?

If you don't hear the ping of an incoming ARA newsletter next Wednesday May
18th at 6:00 am, not to worry. Nothing's wrong with your server. We may just
take a break in honour of the Victoria Day weekend. It's not for certain. But who
knows? Just thought to give you fair warning...
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The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.

This email was sent to gillianbartlettara@gmail.com. To stop receiving emails, click here to
unsubscribe.

The Annex Residents' Association


