
This Week in the Annex:
 July 13, 2022

An Exercise in Determination
We were of course quite tickled that Dupont by the Castle BIA had stepped up
to hang baskets of yellow and white blossoms on a total of 43 hydro poles along
Dupont between Bathurst and Spadina. (Yes, we did go out and count every
single one so that our fellow obsessive compulsives wouldn’t have to.) (You’re
welcome.)

In total, we spotted 74 hoops for floral baskets, of which 8 that marched
alongside the façade of the Bianca at 420 Dupont were understandably empty
pending completion of construction.

Depending on the amount of clutter with which they had to compete, there was
half the time just one and otherwise two baskets per pole. And while the flowers
will end up in the giant compost heap in the sky come Fall, those brackets
apparently have been rated for ten years' service.
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The flowers add a welcome touch to the light standards along Dupont.

Truth to tell, we initially felt a little miffed that the beautification hadn’t
continued east to the Davenport corner. But then some research made us repent
our petulance. Turns out the project’s not as straightforward as simply taking it
into one’s head to hang flowers from a light standard.  

Dealing with Toronto Hydro

First off, there’s the matter of ownership of the poles. As per Spacing Toronto:

In 2005, Toronto Hydro bought . . . the City’s street lamps and poles for $60
million. Though the City, as Toronto Hydro’s customer and shareholder, is
engaged in street lighting operational issues such as standards and fixture
types, Hydro has sole responsibility for maintaining street lighting, managing
its assets, and making any design decisions.

That means, of course, that anything anyone does to a hydro pole has to be
approved by the utility. In theory that’s right down to stapling a poster to the
surface – hence Hydro’s reputation for merciless removal of pleas for lost pets –
or ARA posters advertising mulberry picking festivals, for that matter.
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Sometimes it seems like everybody wants a piece of the action on hydro poles.

Those who wish to encumber the poles are subjected to a lengthy process that
includes, at the outset, a helpful four-part Pole Attachment Permit Review
Checklist (and yes, that’s the official name of the file). This daunting document
features 10 questions about Operational Considerations, 15 regarding Site
Visits, 15 concerning Drawings, and 13 pertaining to Submission. You’ve got to
admire the gumption of anyone willing to pursue a beautification project after
reading that warm-up.

Permission Granted

Assuming that an application is successfully submitted and permission granted,
the brackets need to be sourced, paid for, mounted, and inspected, as do the
planters. And then there’s the matter of regular watering and maintenance. It’s
no mean nor inexpensive accomplishment – one that took DBC BIA four months
to bring to fruition.

So the next time any of us walks close to the northern perimeter of our ‘hood, it
behooves us to take a moment to consider those flowers, the effort and
intention behind them, and thank the businesses who made them possible.
Every little bit of greenery and colour makes all the difference along that
admittedly barren streetscape.
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Lighting Toronto
And while we’re talking about hydro poles, have you ever been out for an
evening’s perambulation during which you spotted a comatose streetlight? It’s
not something we often think about – until we find ourselves walking in dark
shadows where there should be light.

To address the problem, Toronto Hydro has now developed an interactive
streetlight map. You can access it by clicking here to locate, report, check the
status, and even receive notifications about new or existing streetlight issues.

To quote the utility: Anyone can use the map to locate a Toronto Hydro streetlight,
check its status and report an issue. If a streetlight is displayed as green and
"active", this means that no issues have yet been reported in our system. If it’s
displayed as yellow, this means we’re aware of a problem with the streetlight and
are working on fixing the issue.

In an idle moment you might just enjoy going to the site, entering your street
address, and checking out the status of the lights around you. Ahh, summer in
the city!
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A Short History Lesson

Which led us to wonder about the shapes and types of streetlights and to yearn,
for a moment, for those gorgeous wrought iron standards of years past.

City of Toronto Archives Fonds 1257, f1257_s1057_it5532

Admiral Road looking east from St George 1957

According to a fascinating essay hosted by the City of Toronto, early street
lighting was solely for the purpose of illuminating pedestrian sidewalks. Road
vehicles were universally equipped with lights, and there wasn’t much traffic to
cause alarm.

During the great period of electrification of street lighting between the years
1908 and 1911, the Toronto Hydro Electric Service installed 18,000 single
incandescent bulbs and 500 cluster lights on 30,000 poles. Residential streets
were fitted with poles at intervals of 80 to 100 feet, each one supporting a fixture
containing a 100-watt bulb. And to accommodate the low-hanging foliage of
Toronto’s many trees, the lights were placed fairly low on the poles.
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City of Toronto Archives Series 372, s0372_ss0058_it1890

Close examination of this image of Spadina Road looking north from Lowther
reveals cylindrical lamps of opal glass sitting low on hydro poles. Not long after
this photo was taken in June, 1949, the road was widened in preparation for the
ultimately thwarted Spadina Expressway.

With the increase of car traffic in the 1930s – and with that, the increase in car
accidents – the City’s street lighting was deemed inadequate and taller, more
potent fixtures were gradually installed to illuminate both sidewalks and
roadways simultaneously.

 

Notes and Queries
Why is the Middle Missing?

You will probably have learned by now of last week’s confirmation of Toronto’s
new bylaw allowing garden suites to be erected on private property throughout
the city. The bylaw had been challenged this past Spring by a group of residents’
associations on the grounds it was badly written and would lead to problematic
construction. But the Ontario Land Tribunal dismissed the appeal outright.

That led us to wonder how our city would have looked had such exclusionary
views of residents’ associations been similarly dismissed a century ago.

ARA Board member Charlotte Mickie alerted us to a timely episode from the
prestigious 99% invisible podcasts that extols the model of Spadina Gardens
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right here in the Annex. Altogether, The Missing Middle affords significant food
for thought for all Torontonians, well worth the half hour’s listen.

Now on the official list of heritage properties, Spadina Gardens was one of the
earliest apartment buildings erected in the city, opening its doors to residents in
1908. The project didn’t have an easy start, however, as it was subjected to
multiple legal hurdles in the face of harrowing fears of race suicide, moral
turpitude, and disease-breeding tenants. You can read the entire story here.

 

Heritage Grants Awarded

Stained glass windows, balcony railings, and eavestrough and roof repairs have
all won the approval of City Council for 2022 heritage conservation grants
totalling $337,000. According to the final report (which you can read by clicking
here), the demand for funding assistance far exceeded the program budget.
Nevertheless, four Annex heritage properties got the nod.

For those whose homes are in heritage districts, your properties are eligible to
receive up to 50% of the cost of approved conservation work with a cap of
$10,000 every five years -- or up to $20,000 every 10 years for slate and cedar
rooves. A cautionary note to eager householders: Just be sure that if you're in a
heritage home, you should wait for approval before commencing work.
Otherwise, your application for financial relief will be disqualified. 

 

Getting out the Vote
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This past Monday, the City issued a news release encouraging Toronto residents
to apply for one of 15,000 temporary paid positions to help deliver the 2022
municipal election scheduled for Monday, October 24.  Available positions
include managing deputy returning officers, ballot officers, tabulator officers,
and customer service officers.

There’s no word on the pay scale, but as the news release notes: Successful
applicants who work the election will hone their skills in customer service,
problem solving, leadership and teamwork, while learning how to run a fair and
accessible election.

Anyone who is at least 18 years of age and legally eligible to work in Canada is
encouraged to apply for a position through the Toronto Elections Jobs webpage.
Best efforts will be made to place applicants in their preferred position at a
voting location closest to their identified home address.

 

Gas Busters Make Headway

To the delight of the grass roots movement, Gas Busters, City Councillors did the
unthinkable last week and pushed City Staff to consider restricting the use of
leaf blowers and other gas powered equipment. In particular, a motion put
forward by Joe Mihevc recommended that staff "consult with Toronto Public
Health to include the health impacts of noise as part of the 2023 review of the
Noise By-law.” 

Clearly City staff are reluctant to address the issue, but councillors are on side. If
you'd like to join the movement and continue to put pressure on City Hall, why
not reach out to Gas Busters and sign on?

 

Critter Corner

It’s amazing what can be seen on an early morning amble through the ‘hood!
Bras told us that he often sees this peanut-loving beauty when he’s out watering
the garden at first light. And now you can enjoy the experience from the safety
of your own device – far from olfactory peril – simply by clicking here.  
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The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.

This email was sent to gillianbartlettara@gmail.com. To stop receiving emails, click here to
unsubscribe.

The Annex Residents' Association
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