
This Week in the Annex:
 September 14, 2022

Please Come Celebrate
Well, it’s finally back! Do plan on ambling over to Jean Sibelius Square next
Sunday September 18th between 3:00 and 5:00 pm to catch up with neighbours
and munch on some farm-fresh corn, all the while being entertained by live
music at our annual ARA Cornfest. We ask only that you bring with you your own
cup for beverages – our intention being to make this as waste-free an event as
possible.

Those of you who attend the Bloor Borden Farmers’ Market on Wednesdays will
already appreciate Jason D’Hulster’s “Son-In-Law" Produce Ltd. for the quality of
its veggies. Jason’s story, plus that of his in-laws, Farmers’ Market regulars
Blanche and Gary Godelie, has been well documented on the web. What isn’t
widely known is that these farmers not only generously subsidize our purchase
each Cornfest of 300+ cobs of corn, but they also considerately deliver it right to
the shed in Sibelius Park directly from their farm in Otterville.

From left, Christine, Ashton, Audrey and Jason D’Hulster are embracing a family
future together in agriculture production.

http://www.theara.org/?e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=september_14_2022_newsletter&n=1&test_email=1
https://www.theara.org/r?u=MZ39xQgVzeZtnUb_Iud4iRUDQMaOtyxRjq3ls_jy67wnfzAk-lJfeofEYojdQd7jQgOKKFamk8Ec5ybkdHGSLZG9endIcHSHWM_pQvxoyfY&e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=september_14_2022_newsletter&n=2&test_email=1


Photo Courtesy Norfolk Farms News

Shucking Techniques

Of course 300+ cobs of corn represent a lot of labour in shucking – and that’s
where our volunteers come in, many hard at the task from noon onwards.

Every participant has his or her own style, so we did a search on the web to
uncover the most efficient method.  And wouldn’t you know it? It’s dead easy –
alas, just so long as you have access to a microwave.

That technique involves taking a sharp chef's knife to cut off the stalk end of an
unhusked ear of corn just above the first row of kernels. Then you zap 3 or 4
prepared cobs at full power for about a minute. Don oven mitts to firmly grasp
each ear by the uncut end. Then give the ear a vigorous shake until the cob slips
free, leaving the unwanted husk and silk behind.

But if you want to completely cook the corn, delay chopping off the stem end
until you’ve microwaved the ears for approximately 4 minutes. It’s at that point
that you wield your knife and then grasp the top of the husk and silk and shake,
releasing the fully cooked cob.

The Sex Life of Corn

You might be wondering just why there’s all that irritating corn silk to deal with,
anyway. Turns out the threads are vital to the reproductive process of the plant.

Botanists tell us that corn is monecious, meaning it can do the job all in one
since it sports both male and female flowers. The tassel at the top is the male
flower (the one containing the pollen) while the corn silk is the female flower. 
Each silk thread is actually a tiny tube that catches the pollen released from the



male tassel and funnels it down to the seed waiting in the ear: which is to say, if
you want to be technical, the ovary of the plant. And then each seed fattens and
develops into a kernel.

So you’re right to complain about those pesky silks. There’s a dedicated thread
for every single one of the average 800 kernels that comprise a cob of corn.

And if you’re into more fun facts, the ear of corn, like the tomato, is apparently
properly classified as a fruit, even though as cooks we tend to treat it as a
vegetable. But don’t take our word for it. Check out this entertaining spin of
botanical lingo from SciShow on YouTube.

Back to the Cornfest

Corn is ubiquitous: it’s used in the production of paper, antibiotics, glue,
insulation, fireworks, ethanol, shoe polish, cosmetics, soda pop, ice cream,
detergent, paint, pet food, and many more commodities. But if sweet corn
doesn't happen to tickle your dietary fancy, there’ll be cookies on hand at the
Cornfest this Sunday too.

Mostly, however, we want to celebrate being out together again as a
community. So please be sure to pass the word on to your neighbours who
might not be ARA members. Or if you care to, you might even print a few copies
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of this poster to leave in nearby letter boxes. Whatever the case, whatever the
weather, we’re looking forward to seeing you there. (Just don’t forget to bring
that cup.)

 

Wear the Annex with Pride!
The order is in and we’re ready to go – our official ARA T-Shirts are now on sale.
This 100% cotton Softstyle T-Shirt (for those of you in-the-know) boasts a
modest logo on the front balanced by a bold list of every Annex street on the
back. And they're a bargain at $20 each, tax included.

Our model and membership secretary, Tija Dirks, will have an ample inventory
on hand at the Cornfest. This might just be the perfect time for those of you who
have a $20 bill squirreled away somewhere in your phone or wallet to unfold
that battered banknote and exchange it on site for a Tee. Alternatively, Tija will
have the technology at hand to accept debit transactions as well as payment by
VISA or Mastercard.

And for those of you anxious to get in on the action as early as possible, why not
go directly to the donation page of our website and pre-order? You’ll find the
size chart there (also re-printed below) together with instructions on how to
notify Tija via info@theara.org of your choice of size(s). And for those of you
who might wonder, Tija reports that she’s already washed her Tee with no sign
of shrinkage. Good to know!
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  Width of
shirt, flat

Body length
(nape to
hem)

Sleeve length
(nape to hem)

Small 18 in 27 in 15 in

Medium 20 in 28 in 16.5 in

Large 22 in 29 in 18 in

X-Large 24 in 30 in 19.5 in

2X-Large 26 in 31 in 20.75 in

 

Notes and Queries
Downspout Disconnect

It’s clearly time to address the laggards who have yet failed to respond to the
City’s directive that home downspouts be disconnected from the sewer system.
Kris Scheur, Toronto’s Senior Communications Advisor, wrote asking us to
include a note in our newsletter about this mandatory program designed to
reduce basement flooding, save money and water, and, most important, reduce
overload of our sewer system. Note that there’s financial assistance available to
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eligible households for downspout disconnection, where some costs could be
reimbursed.

But flood prevention goes well beyond controlling downspout output. The site
includes seven delightfully peppy videos featuring Bill Shea, Director of
Distribution and Collection, Toronto Water, giving practical advice about
everything from sump pumps to backwater valves.

 

KESKUS Progress Report

The fence on the east side of Madison may look the same, but behind it work
continues apace on the KESKUS site. According to the project’s most recent
newsletter, construction and testing of the micropiles has started. Next up will
be foundation work on the heritage house and excavation and soil remediation
over the TTC tunnels.

Building atop a subway makes this process even trickier than most. To grasp the
scope and complexity of work underlying this much-anticipated jewel in our
community, just watch this video of the behind-the-fence action at KESKUS.
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Save the Date

Vedrana Maric from TAS has written to say that the developer is partnering with
Walmer Road Baptist to host a community BBQ on Saturday September 24th at
2:00 pm. The event is free, but the hosts are asking residents to sign up for
"tickets" on Eventbrite. That way they can estimate the amount of food and
refreshments they need to provide. Click here for more details and to indicate
your interest in attending.  

Errata
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You can imagine that we do our best to render these newsletters error-free.
Unfortunately, two absolute howlers escaped our attention last week: one an
incorrect date and the other an improper citation. Apologies are due in
particular to those who were rightly dismayed by the mis-identification of our
University-Rosedale MP, the Honorable Chrystia Freeland. For posterity’s sake,
it’s a corrected version of the newsletter that now appears on line.

 

 

The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.
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unsubscribe.
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