
This Week in the Annex:
 October 12, 2022

Last Call!
Tonight’s the night! Eight candidates for the position of Councillor in Ward 11
have promised to attend the election forum organized by the Harbord Village
RA and co-hosted by the ARA. Moderated by Rory (Gus) Sinclair and Robert
Brown, the event begins at 7:00 on Zoom. You’ll need to have registered
beforehand to get the link. So click here post haste if you haven’t already done
so.

As for watching the mayoral candidates in action, you’ll have to pony up for the
privilege. The Toronto Board of Trade is hosting a debate moderated by Steve
Paikin of TVO and featuring six of the thirty candidates on the ballot (including
John Tory, Gil Penalosa, and Sarah Climenhaga). This in-person event will be
held at 2 pm on Monday October 17th at the The Carlu (444 Yonge Street). The
price is $25 for members and $35 for non-members, plus tax. As with tonight’s
election forum, you’ll have to register beforehand if you want to attend:
https://bot.com/Events/Toronto-Mayoral-Debate-2022.

 

Ward 11 Climate Action Champions
One important component of the City’s Live Green Toronto Program is the annual
appointment in each ward of a Neighbourhood Climate Action Champion
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(NCAC). These volunteers are chosen to initiate community projects in support
of the City’s ambitious goal to achieve net zero greenhouse gas emissions by
2040.

The current year’s NCAC for Ward 11 is Liz Addison who hails from nearby
Seaton Village. Her project has been to establish and administer a Facebook
support group for property owners who want to retrofit their homes but are
intimidated by the complexity, difficulty, expense, and variability of the process.
The Home Retrofit Forum allows members to ask questions of their peers, offer
advice based on their personal experiences or knowledge, and share the details
of their personal home retrofit journey.

As Liz points out, buildings are by far the largest emitter of greenhouse gases in
Toronto. So if you’d like to increase your home’s energy efficiency, reduce or
eliminate your use of fossil fuels, and potentially make your home less expensive
to operate, then you should by all means sign on.

Become an NCAC

And if you want to take your activism a step further, consider applying to be
Ward 11’s NCAC for 2023. Full details of the position – from training and support
to time commitment and objectives – are available here. Note that the October
28 application deadline is fast approaching.

 

Neighbours at Last
According to Condominium Manager Marivergi Fernandes, it was 2017 when the
shovels first went into the ground for the Bianca on Dupont. Long suffering
Annexonians are all too aware of the chaos inflicted over the years by the
construction. But the happy news is that we are finally able to welcome several
hundred new residents to our community.
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The official “turnover” meeting for the Bianca is scheduled for November. In
other words, a majority of the units have been sold, and the developer, Tridel, is
relinquishing control to an officially elected condo board.

Residences at the Bianca

When we first approached the concierge in search of news about occupancy
dates and rates, we were immediately whisked to see Marivergi. She welcomed
us warmly and abandoned the files on her desk to take us on a quick tour of the
building together with the building superintendent, Didier.

Well, we can report that our neighbours are moving in to some pretty fine digs.
The ground floor party room and conference area are comfort, convenience, and
sleek design all in one. The fitness room was fully equipped. And the suites – at
least the one we saw – are superbly laid out.

Access and controls throughout the building are electronic. And in case you’re
wondering, there are sufficient backups in place that there was apparently nary a
hiccup when Rogers went down last July.



The Bianca gardens are beautifully planted, including this elegant third floor
terrace open to residents.

Amenities for All

But what’s best about the Bianca is what it gives back to the ‘hood in the form of
commercial enterprises on the ground floor. Scotiabank moved in six weeks ago.
And just recently, F45, a functional training fitness chain, opened their Annex
branch.  And while banking and fitness might not be on your radar, there’s a
good chance you’ll enjoy the pending re-opening of Creed’s at the far west side
of the complex.
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The liquor licence application for Creed's seems to have gone through. And the
building permits posted in the window call for alterations that allow for: retail
grocery and restaurant for 26 seats, preparation kitchen, washrooms (5 units) and
storrage (sic). Interesting possibilities there, don't you think?

Just Down the Road

In stark contrast to the near completion of the Bianca, work on the Vertical
Jungle on the former site of Just Desserts at Davenport and Bedford has come to
a full halt. Where last year the developer had anticipated planting trees for
would-be residents to adopt for their units, there are now thirty-four neatly
marked parking spaces. Clearly Annexonians can expect neither trees nor
neighbours nor commercial enterprises for months to come now – just
uninspiring acres of asphalt.

 



Notes and Queries
Waste Reduction Week

We’re coming up on Week 3 of Circular Economy Month in Canada in which the
focus is on waste reduction. And there are ideas aplenty in the government’s
arsenal for ways in which folks can band together to support the cause.

For example, the Recycling Council of Ontario has developed the Swap It Toolkit,
a multi-language and customizable package of resources that includes
everything you need to organize a successful swap event in your community,
building, or workplace. Wouldn’t that be just an awesome happening for us here
in the Annex?

If you’re willing to spearhead such an event, then the ARA will be there to
support you. Please get in touch with us at info@theara.org with the subject line
“Swap It Day” and we’ll get right back.

 

 

Horn on the Cob Redux

It was more or less impromptu but all the more joyous for those who happened
to be in the vicinity of Brunswick at Wells on Monday evening to experience a
Thanksgiving blast from Adam Seelig’s Horn on the Cob and the Social Distance.
If there’s a silver lining to the pandemic, surely one outcome is the founding of
this group in 2020 and its continuing endurance in the community.

We’ve frequently had cause to feature the Horn, beginning with the May 13th

2020 issue and most recently last June when members reunited to help celebrate
Wiener’s 100th anniversary. The players deserve so richly their place of honour at
top centre of the home page on our website. As one audience member on
Monday evening so enthusiastically said, we are so LUCKY to have these people
in our community. You can catch a bit of the action by clicking here.
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The Estonian Presence

We’ve been delighted to record the progress of KESKUS as it comes to life on
Madison these past months. But some readers may be wondering just why the
Estonian community has chosen the Annex for their communal home in the first
place. If that’s the case, then perhaps you’d be interested in the Jane’s Walk
scheduled for this coming Sunday October 16th from 11:00 to 1:30 pm.

Starting at Tartu College on Bloor Street, participants will stroll through UofT’s
campus and the Annex to see the buildings and other spaces that have held
significance for the Estonian student and academic populations over the years.
For details, click here.
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ARA Board Meets Thursday

ARA members are reminded that tomorrow is the second Thursday of the month
(just where is the time going, anyway?). And that means your Board of Directors
will be meeting from 7:00 to 9:00 pm on Zoom. If you’d like to observe the
meeting, then send an email to info@theara.org by noon tomorrow. If you use
the subject line Board Meeting Oct 13, our Secretary, Micky Fraterman, will
make sure to send you the link.

 

The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
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improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength
depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.

This email was sent to gillianbartlettara@gmail.com. To stop receiving emails, click here to
unsubscribe.

The Annex Residents' Association
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