
This Week in the Annex:
 October 19, 2022

For the Benefit of All
Is it just us, or have the autumn colours this year been uncommonly intense?
They’re almost glorious enough to make us forget that the leaves will soon be
shed and gardens will go dormant. But before that happens, we wanted to give
a shout out to all those gardeners who have given passersby such pleasure in
the Annex this past summer.  

Boulevard Beauty

First we want to thank those residents who have ventured to plant the
boulevards in front of their homes. It’s a grey area in the by-laws to be sure, but
who can object to the delightful flowers and foliage in place of ordinary sod?
 There are many such gardens dotted about the ‘hood, and they’re all worthy of
praise. In fact, you’ve probably got your own list of favourites. But we just
happen to pass these on Elgin so frequently we wanted to give them a starring
role.
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And one homeowner who’s taken the horticultural generosity a step further has
cultivated the public side of their fence at the corner of Admiral and St. George.
The plants in this delightful strip of garden can’t possibly be seen from the
homeowner’s windows. They’re just a charming and much appreciated gift to
those of us walking by.

A Garden Re-imagined



You can’t write about gardens on Admiral Road without mentioning long-term
resident, Ted Humphreys. And now there’s a delightful competition underway in
the southeast corner. Teddy, as he prefers to be known, has been hired to
design, source, and plant a riotous English garden on the property of 70
Lowther. And he’s been given absolutely free rein to do so. The new owner
merely said, “I know you have a lot of gardens around here. I just want you to
put them all to shame.”  

Teddy, his brother Joe, and their helpers Benny and Yayoi have taken up the task
with relish. There’s been some hard digging involved – underneath that brilliant
green layer of sod is a deep layer of aggregate put there during the house
renovation as a bed for heavy equipment.

It’s a massive task as the team works to shift and re-shape the landscape with
just their own muscle, shovels, and wheelbarrows.
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Several of the plants originally sited on the property don’t fit with Teddy’s
scheme. But they won’t go to waste. Toronto Parks, Forestry and Recreation
gladly trucked away the donation of a beech tree and three healthy hydrangeas.



Apparently it’s going to be three years before the garden begins to settle in
properly, but Teddy can already see it perfectly grown in his mind’s eye. The rest
of us with less informed imaginations will just have to wait. That said, even now
it's an engaging collection of trees, plants, and flowers.

 

Notes and Queries
Last Call at the Farmers' Market

Say it isn’t so! For those who’ve been indulging in the farm-fresh fruits and
vegetables at the Bloor Borden Market this summer be warned that today,
Wednesday October 19, is your last day to enjoy the bounty. The market closes
this evening after what has been a hugely successful summer according to
organizers Helen Goldlist, Terri Chu, and Rory (Gus) Sinclair. We’ll tell you more
in next week’s newsletter. But if you possibly can, do get yourself down there
today to give the local farmers, bakers, butchers, and brewers a rousing send off.
You’ll find them as always in the Green P parking lot off Borden just south of
Bloor – 3:00 to 7:00 pm.

 

 

Pop Up Performance at Paul Martel Park

Keep your fingers crossed for good weather this coming Sunday October 23 as
our community is treated to a pop-up performance featuring Kaeja d’Dance. On
display will be excerpts from the company’s new double-bill world premiere that

https://www.theara.org/r?u=rF4IfYkRoSs4K2xC71Q9SdGb7gA2Tw4fLBeiXcaHvGA&e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=october_19_2022_newsletter&n=3&test_email=1


combines live dance with augmented reality. This drop-in event at Paul Martel
Park is scheduled to run from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. The sponsors at Bloor
Annex BIA anticipate that passersby will linger anywhere from 20 minutes to an
hour watching the free performance.

 

Transportation Tomorrow Survey

We don’t know the exact odds, but some Annexonians are bound to be
randomly tapped this month to participate in a regional transportation planning
survey. Jointly undertaken by 25 funding agencies, the TTS is a voluntary study
looking at the travel habits and preferences of area residents. And those who are
chosen have a unique opportunity to help shape transportation planning in our
area for years to come.

The survey questions (the answers to which are completely anonymous) should
take a maximum of 15 minutes to complete. They focus on one specific day and
ask trip information for each household member, including such details as
origin, destination, time, reason for travel, and mode of transportation.

Even if you made no trips at all on the day in question, you are urged to
participate: your answers are just as important as those of residents who were
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out and about. And being averse to answering survey questions on a computer
is no excuse for ignoring the request: a TTS representative will happily reach out
to take your answers over the phone.

 

Forum Recap

Last Wednesday’s Forum for the municipal election was a little less sedate than
those usually hosted by Ward 11 RAs, with one candidate commandeering the
chat to run his own side-bar debate despite repeated warnings from moderator
Gus Sinclair. The interference led to audience questions being posed out of
order and still others left unasked on the table.

But that doesn’t seem to have been too great a problem, judging by the
response of one viewer. He wrote, “It was a terrific opportunity to hear the
candidates directly answer questions versus trying to parse canned statements
on websites.”  And, even more telling, he finished by saying, “Well, now I know
for sure who I’ll be voting for.” 

And that, after all, is the point of such events. Thanks to all who worked to make
it happen. And if you missed it and would like a reprise before casting your
ballot next Monday, the recording of the forum is now available by clicking on
this link.
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Celebrating One of a Kind

We reported the 100th anniversary celebrations for Weiner’s Hardware at Bloor
and Howland last June. It’s true the store is affiliated with the mega Home
Hardware chain. But those of us in the ‘hood know that Weiner’s remains
uniquely its own – at least in terms of its knowledgeable service and squeaky
wooden floors.

The same can be said for Snowdon Pharmacy over at Bloor and St. George.
Founded back in 1906, the enterprise may presently operate under the Guardian
flag, but it remains just as idiosyncratic and venerable as Weiner’s. Witness its
recent announcement that its “…famous moisturizing hand cream is finally back
in stock.” As Board Member Charlotte Mickie commented, “Brooklyn hipster
retailers would kill for this authenticity.”  (If you need a refresher, check our
March 24, 2021 newsletter for a brief history of Snowdon’s.)
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Planting at Wendat Square

It was all shovels in the ground last Thursday as four workers descended on the
rather sorry gardens at Wendat Square at the top of Huron and Dupont and
replaced the moribund greenery with some robust new grasses and shrubs.
Fingers crossed that this planting survives and thrives. We need all the green we
can get.



 

 

 

 

 

The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.
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