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A New Vision for Ontario?
Premier Ford reportedly told his audience at a Board of Trade luncheon last
Tuesday week that:

Everyone's dream is to have a little white picket fence. You know, when they put
the key in the door, they know they're building equity into it, they can do the little
tweaks to their house and increase the value of it. That's our goal.

And there you have it: the singular, monolithic, sprawling, car-besotted mindset
that has led to the unleashing on the province of Bill 23. 

What Bill 23 Says

If you have the intestinal fortitude, you can tackle the bill itself, available for
reading by clicking here. But you’ll be glad to know there’s been a mini-industry
of commentary spawned by the tabling of this omnibus legislation, and there are

http://www.theara.org/?e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=november_02_2022_newsletter&n=1&test_email=1
https://www.theara.org/r?u=n7FjBIb8C954sKmokx6Emvx_HXmHTfAc9GD-t05vqgdAhIOiJaX1q4dvMw3GF_BfdaEd2-511ooHkU0iVQKmysvIXT5iNQXWuEt29DMahZJzqjPYyPBHF7MtjduBUJaq&e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=november_02_2022_newsletter&n=2&test_email=1


several excellent reviews out there produced by municipal law firms whose aim
is to make plain sense of the legalese.

The Osler report provides a terse, blow-by-blow (we’re using that term
deliberately, mind) summary of changes proposed to existing legislation. We’ve
taken the liberty of printing in red the passages of most concern to the ARA.

Gowlings’ report takes the analysis beyond bald facts, expanding on possible
outcomes of the legislation. Intriguingly, one of its conclusions is that
municipalities might reject more development applications as a way of giving
voice to groups like ours that have otherwise been banned from appealing
municipal decisions at OLT.

For its part, Aird Berlis goes deep into the 78 pages of the bill, dwelling even on
such details as the removal of regulations regarding the exterior design of a
building unless the design “has a negative impact on the health, safety,
accessibility, or protection of adjoining lands.” And it’s clear that egregious
violations of good taste or historical compatibility or neighbourhood harmony
don’t count as sufficient negative impacts to warrant intervention.

So What Does This All Mean?

As we reported at April’s Annual General Meeting, a sub-group of our P+D
Committee has been working for two years on developing a set of planning
principles to be applied in assessing developments proposed in the Annex. The
three pillars of this analysis are:

Affordability
Liveability
Sustainability

Sadly, none of these are addressed or enabled by Bill 23 despite its aspirational
title of More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022. It is, rather, a document designed to
give developers free rein while also reducing obligations to protect parkland,
conservation areas, and heritage properties.

That conclusion is compellingly amplified in Adam Vaughan’s recent address to
the Harbord Village RA annual general meeting. Given on October 18, just days
before the municipal election and promulgation of Bill 23, his words are a
prescient comment on the legislation’s attack on ordinary citizens.
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Adam’s 15-minute address has been posted on YouTube and is well worth a
listen. But to give you a flavour of what he had to say, the following excerpt
comes at the seven and a half-minute mark of the video:

And while it’s become very fashionable to say… get rid of the planning rules and to
say de-regulate, de-regulate and from the top down drop housing into the city and
hope that somehow it serves the poorest of the poor, the reality is that from where
I stand it looks a lot like Reaganomics. It’s not about affordability, it’s about
quantity, and it’s not about good sound sustainable practices, it’s about destroying
what’s left of the city and handing it over to the developers.

We’ve lost the narrative on housing. We’ve lost the narrative on affordability. And
we’ve lost the narrative on sustainability.

So Where Does That Leave Us?

Those last words are certainly disheartening. But they’re also a call to arms. And
Adam finishes by suggesting that rather than collapsing, residents’ associations
and community groups like ours need to double down on our advocacy.

Annex residents can be assured that the ARA will fight to make our voices heard.
We are currently joining forces with companion associations, are deliberating on
strategies, and are focussed on finding a path forward as well as responding
officially to the legislation.

Your support, your membership, and your participation are equally critical to the
cause. So please start by keeping informed. Read the law firms’ analyses. Listen
to Adam’s address. And then exercise your democratic right to participate in the
legislative process by writing to the Queen’s Park committee responsible for
reviewing Bill 23 before it goes to third reading. You can get started with this
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link. Note that the deadline for individuals to submit written comments is
November 17.

 

Notes and Queries
A Call to All Renters

Bill 23 is as much an egregious assault on renters as it is a vacant promise for
home owners. Matt Elliott's article in the Toronto Star outlines the perils inherent
in the legislation. It's all the motivation necessary for attending the informal
Annex community lunch that our MPP, Jessica Bell, and the 145 St. George
Tenants' Committee (145-TC) are organizing for December 3. 

As Jessica's newsletter says, if you’re a renter looking for information on tenant
rights, want to work with local residents and housing experts to fight the
housing crisis, or are prepared to organize against evictions and other urgent
housing issues, you are encouraged to join her and 145-TC at 1:00 pm that
Saturday at Friends House, 60 Lowther. Light refreshments will be provided. To
RSVP, click here.  
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A Done Deal

It’s totally official, confirmed, signed, sealed, and delivered – Councillor Dianne
Saxe is our new representative at City Hall. If you’d like to know more about her,
take a tour of her campaign website where you can read about her top priorities
and learn the impressive range of her accomplishments. Besides offering the
Councillor our hearty congratulations, we at the ARA pledge to continue our
traditional collaboration, advocating with her office for responsible development
and championing the health, safety, and wellbeing of all Annex residents.

Photo courtesy CJRU radio

 

A Happy Hallowe’en

There will have been quite a few sugar highs in the ‘hood judging by the amount
of candy that was collected door to door last Monday. The inclement weather
didn’t faze our intrepid trick-or-treaters. After all, what’s a little shower in
comparison with a backpack full of loot?

Don’t know about you, but we found the youngsters to be engagingly polite this
year, well schooled in Hallowe’en etiquette. We were especially charmed by the
young dragon whose first words on coming to the door were, “You’re welcome.”
He clearly knew the components of the script but hadn’t yet nailed down the
correct order.

Kudos to all the parents who spent the evening chaperoning their young ones
and lighting the way – quite literally in the case of our Bernard Street papa
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pictured below. Can you spot the somewhat dubious but sweetest of princesses
clinging tightly to Dad’s hand?

 

A Gift for You

Tuesday November 29th – not that far away – is officially designated “Giving
Tuesday.” If you’re not familiar with the concept, it’s a day when people are
encouraged to give back in whatever ways they can, and it presents nonprofit
groups an opportunity to promote their cause and perhaps raise funds.

This year, there’s a gift for you: The Canadian Society for Decorative Arts
(CSDA/CCAD) supported by the Ted Rogers Hot Docs Cinema (aka “Hot Docs”)
will screen without charge a documentary about the aptly styled “Queen of
Danish Design” – Grethe Meyers.

According to ARA Board Member Charlotte Mickie, the doc is remarkable,
beautiful, affecting, and supplemented with uncanny reenactments that drive the
emotion of the movie.  So if you’re interested in Danish design, women’s rights,
filmmaking, and/or mid-century modern design, you might want to book
yourself a ticket by clicking here.
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There’s a prompt for you to make a donation, but it’s totally optional. The
screening’s in the ‘hood and it’s gratis. What’s not to love?

 

Gremlins

Well, the demons were certainly out in full force last week when we sent the
newsletter to press. Let’s see now.

1. You’re absolutely correct. That house with the Hallowe’en sign offering
cheap body burial was at the curve of Kendal at Wells (not Brunswick as
we suggested).

2. We mis-quoted Sue Dexter who got her intel about Metro being open for
business uninterrupted not from Metro management itself but from the
developer (so a grain of salt is in order here).

3. And, finally, we forgot to mention in our report on the Farmers’ Market
that as well as using the CSA function for sourcing locally grown veggies
this winter, you should know that several of the regular market vendors
also supply Karma Coop – the food cooperative that donates those farm
fresh apples to our annual Cornfest. You can find out more by clicking
here.

Whew. Sorry about those glitches. Ann Landers’ forty lashes with a wet noodle
are in order.
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The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.

This email was sent to gillianbartlettara@gmail.com. To stop receiving emails, click here to
unsubscribe.
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