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Season's Close at Bloor Borden

Last June 8th it poured rain on opening day of the Bloor Borden Farmers’ Market.
And for the superstitious that good luck omen was spot on. According to market
co-founder Helen Goldlist, this year’s version of the enterprise has been a
resounding success:

“Our customers came back in droves. The farmers are happy. Sales were strong.
And that community feeling came alive again.”

Helen persons the organizer’s table at the start of the day. Her indefatigable
dedication to the market from its very first iteration in 2008 earned her the ARA
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Community Builder Award for 2020.

The Sound of Music

There’s nothing like the perfect soundtrack to gladden the heart, and organizers
have made sure there’s plenty to keep folks’ toes tapping, beginning with the
ceremonial piping in of the day.

Market co-founder Rory (Gus) Sinclair has been an annual fixture, faithfully
parading his bagpipes along the stalls to officially announce the 3:00 pm
opening. If you’re a fan of the instrument, you can catch a bit of his tune by
clicking here.

True to the spirit of the operation, there is live music provided by local
musicians. This final week saw Brian Morgan take the stage. Fittingly, he opened
with the cornfield-evoking signature tune of the Scarecrow in The Wizard of Oz,
the last strains of which you can catch here.
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The Food’s the Thing

Of course the whole point of the market is the abundance of fresh, locally grown
and produced food. And this last week the vendors were out in force.



Fresh pies and pastries and breads, artisan cheeses, meats, and of course an
abundance of fresh veggies were all on offer, not to speak of prepared
casseroles and fish and craft brewed ale.

New this year was the “pop-up” tent for vendors to give the market style of retail
a try. Tibetan momos were such a hit that the Nepali team pictured above
signed on to become Bloor Borden regulars.



As Helen says, there was so much variety it was usually quite possible to
provision one’s table solely with local products. In fact, it became a game in her
household to limit their summer dining to market-based meals. The task was
made all the easier with hints and recipes featured in the weekly newsletter
distributed by co-organizer Terri Chu.

It Takes a Village

Helen, the alpha volunteer, wanted to give a shout out to all the other loyal
volunteers who are indispensible to the smooth running of the market. She had
high praise, too, for FMO: Farmers’ Markets Ontario: “They’re our main support,
and they’ve been outstanding, behind us all the way.”

In fact, the Bloor-Borden team was set for a fight in late September when
managers at Green P announced that the lot would be closing October 3rd for
major renovations, including the addition of e-car charging stations. But the
FMO representative stepped right in, Green P graciously accommodated the
stalls, and the market was able to run until its contractual closing date of
October 19.

The Market may be over for this year. But for those who wish to continue
supplementing their larders with locally grown produce, there’s always the
solution of CSA share. That’s Community Supported Agriculture for those not in
the know. Signing on for regular delivery of a basket of seasonal vegetables
might just be the ticket for keeping the market spirit alive until Bloor Borden
returns, as Helen promises it will, next June.  
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Notes and Queries
Election Night Nail Biter

At 9:00 pm the banner floating at the bottom of CP24’s television coverage of
the Toronto vote declared repeatedly that Norm Di Pasquale had been elected
as Councillor for Ward 11. But the numbers on the screen to the right belied that
confidence as the tabulated votes for Dianne Saxe appeared remarkably close.
And sure enough, at 40 minutes past the midnight hour came official
confirmation that Saxe had bested Di Pasquale by 123 votes.

With such a razor thin margin, we can’t yet offer totally unreserved
congratulations and a hearty welcome to Dianne Saxe. There’s the official
confirmation of the results to come from the City Clerk on Thursday. And such a
squeaker might well be contested. But in the meantime, the ARA is eager to
work with our new Councillor. There is much to be done!

The unofficial final tally for the top three candidates in Monday’s contest for
Councillor for Ward 11.

 

Hallowe’en in the ’Hood

A walk through Annex streets reveals that our community is more than ready to
celebrate Hallowe’en. Cobwebs and spiders and tombstones abound as
backdrops to a growing number of giant inflatable ghosts and dinosaurs. And
you can be sure that the costumed trick-or-treaters will be out in droves.
Heaven’s, the numbers caught us by surprise last year, and this spell (no pun
intended) of mild weather is sure to bring out even more.

That said, and without wanting to spoil the fun, we’d like to offer a caution. ARA
member Linda Wood alerted us to the appearance last Wednesday of a coyote



crossing Wells between Albany and Howland in the late afternoon. We don’t
know whether it’s the identical creature we featured in our newsletter of June 8.
But the rules of engagement remain the same: do NOT turn tail and run, but
instead make some noise to scare it away. Check the City’s website for more on
how to live (or not) with coyotes in an urban setting.

The tradition of groan-inspiring puns continues at 88 Bernard, with the addition
of some jolly Hallowe’en inflatables.
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More macabre is a service on offer at the top of Brunswick as it bends eastward
to Jean Sibelius Park.

 

Metro’s Here to Stay

The metaphorical wires were buzzing last week when BlogTO released news of
yet another application for a condo tower on Bloor Street, this one slated to
occupy the present site of the Metro grocery store and its parking lot. Topping
out at 30 storeys or 103.8 metres (that’s 340 feet for those of us stuck in the
Imperial age of measurement) the tower will include ground floor retail as well
as 418 residential units.

With only 65 parking spots reserved for autos versus 439 for two-wheelers,
those bicycle lanes on Bloor are bound to get even busier. Ditto for foot traffic
on the sidewalks. But for those who are more concerned about the fate of the
grocery store than increased crowding, management assured Sue Dexter of
HVRA that there won’t be even a single day of store closure: it seems that
Metro’s planning to move its business across the street.

The full application details are available on the City’s website. If you're interested
in the nitty gritty, go to the official centre at
https://secure.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do and type the site address – 425 Bloor
Street West – in the dialogue box.
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Guerilla Traffic Control

If you’re old enough to be functioning in Imperial units – at least at the
extremities of measurement – you’ll also no doubt remember the days when
police cars and radar traps were ubiquitous in the city.  Motorists were ever on
the alert for officers deployed to enforce speed limits, stop signs, and
prohibitions on turns. But those days are long past, and road warriors breach
road rules with seeming impunity.

So what’s a father to do who wants to calm the traffic down on his street so that
his children can walk more safely to school? Why, play road hockey of course! At
least that’s what happened last week when an enterprising resident dragged out
his hockey net and positioned it at the top of Brunswick to block traffic turning
illegally south from Dupont between 7 and 9 am.

As might be imagined, the stymied drivers were reportedly more than annoyed.
But our source approved wholeheartedly of this enterprising form of vigilante
justice. “After all,” he reasoned, “if the police won't issue tickets or citations for
motorists turning illegally onto our streets, what's wrong with a little morning
game of road hockey?” Frankly, we find it hard to argue with that.  



 

 

 

The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.
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