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Have you responded yet?
Thank heaven for momentary distractions such as last week’s opossum video in
Critter Corner. Like WORDLE, it offered a pleasant break from an otherwise
disquieting outside world.

But we can’t afford to hide our heads for more than such a moment. There are
battles to be waged. And your ARA Board is opposing at full throttle Doug
Ford’s gift to developers – the socially unethical, environmentally reckless, and
democratically injurious Bill 23.

Timing is crucial

The Bill has been tabled at the most cynical of junctures – not only under cover
of the education support workers’ contentious job action, but also in an official
municipal vacuum. It was only yesterday that Ontario’s newly elected town and
city councils were formally installed. And yet tomorrow is the last day available
for citizens or interest groups or even entire municipalities to formally register
their objections to the bill.

So we repeat the urgent question – have you sent a message yet?

What to Say

Perhaps you hesitated because you thought your words would have no impact.
But that’s not the case. Your message will be posted online as part of the public
record. It will add to the mountain of responses that are pouring in. And if the
avalanche of negativity is sufficiently overwhelming, that may well make the
government give pause.

That’s the outcome hoped for by three former Toronto mayors in their joint
opinion piece posted in last Monday’s Star. You can read their arguments by
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clicking here. We’ve also posted the official ARA letter for you to read. And for a
refresher on the basic issues, why not re-read last week’s newsletter? There's lots
there to ponder.

But if you find it more compelling to listen to commentaries rather than reading
them, watch this Tik Tok video produced by a young Ontario CPA named Melissa
Silber. She captures with clarity what makes Bill 23 such a devastating piece of
legislation – one about which we should all be alarmed.

How to Submit

Having passed the first two readings in the House, the Bill has now been referred
to the Standing Committee on Heritage, Infrastructure and Cultural Policy. To
send a message to that committee, you should start by clicking on this link.

When you land on the opening web page, don’t be dismayed by the heading
Request to participate in committees. That doesn’t mean you want to appear
in person. Just go ahead and click on Yes. Scroll down to Bill 23 in the dialog
box. Then click the NEXT PAGE button.
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This one is simple. Just click on Submit material only before moving on to page
three.

The work begins on this third page. Once you indicate that you are submitting
as an individual, a field of dialog boxes opens up. It’s here that you give your
name and email address. And it’s here that you either upload or cut and paste
the document containing your remarks.

A word of advice on the form of your document. It should be formally addressed
to:

Clerk of the Standing Committee on Heritage, Infrastructure and
Cultural Policy

c/o Procedural Services Branch

99 Wellesley Street West

Room 1405, Whitney Block



Toronto, ON M7A 1A2

And if it's longer than one page (double spaced), the government asks you to
number the pages. 

Fairly simple, no? But submissions do have to be in by Thursday November 17 at
7:00 pm. Yes, that’s TOMORROW!

We’ve deliberately kept this newsletter short to give you time to spend crafting a
response. Think of the impact if all 500 of us took to the keyboard right this
moment. . .

The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.

This email was sent to gillianbartlettara@gmail.com. To stop receiving emails, click here to
unsubscribe.
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