
This Week in the Annex:
November 23, 2022

Santa’s Come to Town
The wind was bitterly cold, especially at those moments when the sun chose to
hide behind heavy clouds, but that didn’t stop the crowds along Bloor Street last
Sunday when Santa made his parade appearance for the first time in three years.

A hard core of dedicated fans was set to make the best of it, prepared with
chairs, sandwiches, and warm beverages. One enterprising crew even erected
their own bleacher so that the little ones had an unobstructed view.

The Toronto police band took the lead followed by a mounted contingent.
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And then, inevitably, they themselves were followed by a clown clean up crew.
(Video here.)

Tradition required the appearance of an animated Mother Goose. . .
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who was escorted by a host of nursery rhyme figures including these moon-
clutching cows. . .



Also in keeping with tradition, there were marching bands from universities and
high schools and even a good old-fashioned baton twirler. (Video here.)

Toronto’s diversity was also on display including Indigenous flag bearers and
dancers escorting a Turtle Island float (Video here.)
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. . .and a festive dragon bringing season’s greetings from the Chinese
community. (Video here.)
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But of course the climax of the parade was the arrival of Santa, captured for us
beautifully by Shama Ahmed.

As you can see, Shama, unlike your shivering reporter, was ensconced indoors
high above the action. Truth to tell, we ourselves had scuttled home by the time
the jolly old elf made his appearance. Warm thanks to Shama for saving the day
by sending us this closing shot. 

 

On the Political Front
With thanks to all those ARA members who heeded the call to arms last week
and fired off letters regarding unacceptable provisions in Bill 23 (the More
Homes Built Faster Act)

If you were following the news as the bill was speeded through the legislative
process, you’ll have heard about John Sewell’s disruption of the Toronto
committee hearings. He, like so many other individuals and groups, was denied
the chance to formally address the committee, one member of which is our own
MPP, Jessica Bell. You can read her report on the situation here.

If you were able to watch the sessions (these meetings are frequently live-
streamed) you’ll see that amendments proposed by MPP Bell and her fellow
opposition members were defeated as a matter of course while the government
suggested only minor tweaks.

Another Week . . . Another Bill
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To add to this recent turmoil was the Ford government’s deployment last
Wednesday of another controversial piece of legislation – Bill 39 (the Better
Municipal Governance Act). This political bombshell was aimed directly at our
own City Council, granting Mayor Tory extraordinary powers to enact certain by-
laws regardless of the express will of a majority of councillors.

Your ARA Board has joined hundreds of others to protest this attack on
democracy (you can read the official letter here). And you, too, may wish to send
yet another missive either to Mayor Tory or our own Councillor Saxe or to
Premier Ford. (You can find City Council contact information here.)

But there’s also an opportunity for in-person action.

Let Your Feet Do the Talking

The first formal council meeting of the new term is today. Closed to the public,
this largely ceremonial exercise sees council members attend to housekeeping –
taking their seats, electing a speaker, and participating in photo ops.

But starting at noon tomorrow, Thursday November 24, members of the public
are allowed to attend City Hall and watch Council as it gets down to action.

There is a call from Progress Toronto for residents to show the mayor and
councillors what democracy looks like. The plan is to crowd into the council
chambers at 100 Queen St. West (near the Osgoode subway stop -- more about
that later) at noon.

If you want to join in and make your concerns known, then you’re invited to sign
up by clicking here. 

Déjà vu all over again for those of us who remember the Stop Spadina protests.
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Notes and Queries
 

Sexual Assault in Annex Example of a Citywide Issue

Yup – that headline sure caught our attention when we opened this month’s
Annex POST to page 23. Turns out the assault in question occurred eight weeks
ago on July 29 – and at Bloor and Dufferin yet! Talk about fake news. But what
we really take exception to is the flouting of our borders.

To quote from our website: While the media often use the term "Annex" to
reference a broad swath of midtown west Toronto, the Annex is in actual fact
officially limited to the area bound by the major arteries of Avenue Road, Bathurst,
Bloor, and the CP railway tracks along the Dupont corridor.

That said, we note with consternation that various government agencies
(including the Toronto Police) define the Annex as encompassing the streets
from Christie to Yonge. Just ask those in Yorkville how they feel about such
overreach.
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At least Google gets our borders almost right.

 

Register for Community Consultations

Save the dates! Two of the most significant development projects being
considered here in the Annex have been scheduled by the City Planning
Department for community consultation.

First up is a meeting on Wednesday, November 30 at 6:00 pm regarding 208
Bloor Street West where developers have applied to construct a 34-storey,
mixed-use building. A formal notice to residents living in the immediate area will
be mailed in the coming week, but the direct registration link for anyone who
wishes to attend is already available by clicking here.

As advance notice, the TAS proposal for Walmer Road Baptist Church at 38
Walmer Road will be discussed on Thursday December 8 at 6:00 pm. Watch
this newsletter next week for the WebEx registration link for this meeting. 

For details on either of these projects, go to the City’s Planning Application site
and key in the property’s address.
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The initial architectural rendition for 208 Bloor West

 

Machine in Bondage

There was a flurry of queries recently about the strange new mechanism that
appeared shackled to a tree on the property of the venerable Spadina Gardens.
Thanks to ARA Board member Charlotte Mickie for chasing down the scoop.
Turns out that this device with its up-to-date solar panel is a ground motion
sensor to ensure there is no movement around the apartment building
foundations as the TTC digs down to create new subway exits at Lowther. 

And while we’re talking about that Spadina-Lowther corner, TTC reps advise that
northbound traffic will be disrupted later this week for both vehicles and
pedestrians as the sidewalk in front of 41 Spadina is removed and replaced. 



Memory Moment: The streetscape as it was a mere 10 days ago.

 

What’s a Tree Worth?

We're still reeling from yesterday's news that Metrolinx plans to go forward with
its plans to cut down the grove of centuries' old trees standing on the grounds
of Osgoode Hall. (You can read the Star article here.) The purpose? To make way
for a revamped Osgoode subway station. The fatal date? On or before December
5.

In that light, let's ponder the fate of two trees closer to home. The first – a young
beech deemed inappropriate for the newly designed garden at 70 Lowther – was
gifted last month to the City by Ted Humphreys. It now presides over a circular
garden in Christie Park at Bloor. (If we were in the real estate business, we’d
undoubtedly claim that address for the Annex!)
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Another tree – this one on our borders, though also not officially in the ‘hood –
was slated for a different fate. Terri Chu alerted us to the somber notice that
appeared on the other side of Bathurst Street announcing the proposed demise
of a perfectly healthy back yard specimen.

We don’t know the circumstances underlying this request, but it’s worth noting
that the City does seek community input into such removals. Too bad the
Province seems happy to override such protection. 



Consult the website for all issues, rules, and regulations regarding the
preservation of trees on private property in Toronto.

 

 

The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.

This email was sent to gillianbartlettara@gmail.com. To stop receiving emails, click here to
unsubscribe.

The Annex Residents' Association
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