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This Week in Politics
If you’d like to hide your head, we frankly can’t blame you. What’s been
happening recently in the political arena would make anyone’s head spin – if not
explode.

That said, there are three provincial Bills – two of which have already been
proclaimed and one of which is hurtling fast towards approval – that every
Annex resident should understand and be aware of. Here follows a brief
rundown of where they are at.

Bill 3, Strong Mayors, Building Homes Act, 2022

You can tell by its number that Bill 3 came early in the life of the current Ford
government. But that doesn’t mean it lacked punch. The Bill became law as of
last Wednesday, November 23, and it allows Mayor Tory certain powers about
which you can read in detail in the City’s official news release.

The upshot of these changes is that the Mayor can now control critical
committees and have a greater hand in the administration of the City, including
wielding the power of veto in votes concerning matters deemed of importance
to the Province.

The measures generated considerable debate during the last election campaign
but raised nothing like the furor caused by the next two pieces of legislation.

Bill 23, More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022

This one’s a lulu. It’s an omnibus bill, but perhaps should be more properly
styled an octopus because its tentacles reach wide into the provincial agenda.
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We covered the key issues such as the attacks on the Greenbelt, environment,
tenants, and heritage in our newsletter of November 9. And your ARA Board
sent letters and worked actively with other associations to reject or at least
modify provisions in the bill. But despite the unprecedented outcry from all
corners of the province, Bill 23 was made law this past Monday.

The impact remains to be seen. But focusing on the short term right here at
home, Annexonians should brace themselves for steep increases in property
taxes, full-on assaults on heritage properties, a predictable increase in
renovictions, and the loss of precious affordable housing.

Bill 39, Better Municipal Governance Act, 2022

Of all three bills, this one is existentially the worst because it represents a direct
assault on the democratic process. Reportedly drafted at the behest of Mayor
Tory behind closed doors during the election campaign, the bill gives the mayors
of Toronto and Ottawa powers well beyond those vested earlier through Bill 3.

Most egregiously, Bill 39 violates the principle of majority rule by allowing the
Mayor to table and enact certain by-laws with the support of just one-third of
Council. The ARA Board has written twice to Mayor Tory on the matter, our first
letter being dated November 21.

The second letter (sent this past Monday) was penned in response to the uproar
at City Council last week when progressive councillors lost by a single vote the
opportunity to have a public discussion of the bill before it is enacted into law.
Our new Councillor, Dianne Saxe, has posted a lengthy document explaining her
position on the matter.

The Ford government mercilessly ignored the clamour against Bill 23, tabling
and passing it within the span of merely 5 weeks. But that doesn’t mean we
should stop the even louder fight against Bill 39. Our Board is also writing to the
Province in protest. If you haven’t already done so, perhaps you might consider
doing the same – linking your name to the right side of history.

Possible folks to address:

Mayor Tory: Send an email to mayor_tory@toronto.ca

Members of City Council: Click here for a list of individual names and
addresses.

Premier Doug Ford: Go to this web page to write your message.
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MPP Jessica Bell: Send an email to jbell-qp@ndp.on.ca

 

Squirrels Know No Rules (Either)
It was garden guru Mark Cullen who made that astute observation about the
furry rodents. They may look picturesquely charming posing on fence posts, but
there’s no denying the damage they can do. And we wonder whether you agree
that the local scurry of squirrels has recently taken bad behaviour to the
extreme.

Adrienne Clarkson reports in frustration that this summer the squirrels have
persistently dug up her decorative planters after years of leaving them be.
Neighbours up the street have lost two garden hoses to idle nibbling by the
creatures. Another was startled to find that one of the more bold had actually
marched through an open door and into their hallway intent on searching for
new treasures.

Have other readers witnessed a similar increase in unrestrained activity? Perhaps
this can be accounted for by an unmistakable decline in the feline population of
the Annex – at least in those cats permitted an outdoor lifestyle.  But please,
dear readers, if you have tales to tell or solutions to offer – inquiring minds want
to know! Write to info@theara.org with the subject line “squirrels.”
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Notes and Queries
Christmas Trees That Give Back

If you’re looking for a beautiful Christmas tree this season and you’d like your
traditional holiday decoration to deliver a positive social impact, consider buying
a tree from Sonny’s Christmas Trees at the lot at Brunswick and Bloor. As in
previous years, Sonny and his family are generously donating a significant
portion of their proceeds to the Out of the Cold program. Talk about a win/win
tradition.

You’ll find them stationed on the patio beside Future’s Bistro at 483 Bloor Street,
operating daily from 10:00 am to 8:00 pm. And in case you’d like to support Out
of the Cold even further, volunteers are needed at the lot starting from
December 2nd. If you have an hour or so to help greet shoppers or load trees
onto customers’ cars, then please contact Sharna Cohen at
sharna.cohen@rogers.com. And if you want more information about the Out of
the Cold program in our area, simply click here.
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A Call to All Renters

This is a final reminder that our MPP, Jessica Bell, the official opposition critic for
housing, tenant rights, and urban planning at Queen’s Park, is organizing an
informal Annex community lunch this coming Saturday, December 3 at 1:00
pm. If you’re a renter wondering how recent government legislation affects you.
. . If you’re looking for information on tenant rights. . . If you want to work with



local residents and housing experts to fight the housing crisis. . . Or if you are
prepared to organize against evictions. . .  then you are encouraged to join
Jessica and the 145 St. George Tenants’ Association at Friends House, 60
Lowther. Light refreshments will be provided. To RSVP, click here. 

 

A Plea for the Community Fridge

The students in the Lower Elementary Class at Taddle Creek Mildenhall
Montessori recently participated in an outdoor excursion that took them past
the Community Fridge located on the west side of Walmer Road Baptist. And
now they are fully invested in keeping that fridge well stocked for all those in
our community who are experiencing food insecurity. 

Click here to see their notice explaining the kinds of provision appropriate for
the fridge and freezer. And note that you’re welcome to drop off any suitable
items at the school on Mondays to Fridays between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm and
the staff will make sure the goods are delivered to the right spot.
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Walmer Road Baptist Meeting

City of Toronto by-laws require that the planning department host a formal
community meeting to discuss major development applications. The time has
now come for City Planner Corinna Prior to host such a meeting to review plans
for the site at Walmer Road Baptist Church.

After a presentation outlining the development proposal in its most recent
iteration, local residents and stakeholders will be invited to ask questions and
provide feedback. If you wish to attend, you need to register by clicking on this
link. Plan to be there via Webex on Thursday December 8 from 6:00 to 7:30
pm.
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Speed Camera on Howland

Now here’s a real head scratcher. A few weeks ago, a reader sent us the
photograph below of a sign announcing the installation of a new speed camera
on Howland north of Bloor. Really? It’s only a short spurt one-way north on
Howland before a forced stop and turn at Barton. And Barton itself in the
morning serves as a real traffic stopper, clogged as it sometimes is with illegally
idling cars.

Truly, it hardly seems possible for vehicles to gather enough speed to matter
before they come to a pause on that stretch of Howland. But we’ll only know
how effective or appropriate the location once the camera has been installed,
up, and running. In the meantime, if you think of a more useful placement of this
device in our ward (our reader cited the race track that is sometimes called
Brunswick), why not write to the powers-that-be? Couldn’t hurt.

https://www.theara.org/r?u=i64gRp_xVI-izISEV0h4cVDnf8Mj8u0yFzf_WBV6Eq6AVBRJ4qcCO8yppgLC1N5g9_8FA0g8Zus9KOF1q7ISGFPayyCCSyL4g4UA6PFy2fVMK0B5vs8x4GgF1WecJlFMt9W63GFGbMyPH1iffZMVOMo6upaac1Yp1thWhItm5BXky438T98x6OoukjwNAf2V&e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=november_30_2022_newsletter&n=16&test_email=1


 

 

The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.

This email was sent to gillianbartlettara@gmail.com. To stop receiving emails, click here to
unsubscribe.

The Annex Residents' Association
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