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1.0 Architectural Style Descriptions 

The survey work conducted to date has confirmed the presence of numerous architectural styles that 
are typically found in Ontario1 as well as others that are more distinct to the Annex. These include: 
 

• Annex Style 

• Bay and Gable 

• Classical Revival  

• Colonial Revival  

• Contemporary 

• Contemporary Historicist 

• Craftsman 

• Craftsman Bungalow 

• Edwardian Classicism 

• Gothic Revival 

• Italianate 

• Modernist 

• Neo-Gothic  

• Period Revival 

• Post-Modern 

• Prairie 

• Queen Anne Revival 

• Queen Anne Revival/Edwardian Classicism 

• Richardsonian Romanesque 

• Romanesque Revival 

• Tudor Revival 

• Twentieth-Century Vernacular Mixed 
 

Based on City comments, the following styles/categories have been added: Non-descript (No style); 
Altered (May once have had style but through alterations it is no longer evident); and Vernacular.  
 
The most prevalent architectural styles found in the West Annex are:  
 

• Richardsonian Romanesque 

• Queen Anne Revival 

• Annex Style 

 
1 While Edwardian Classicism – Four Square was included in the Survey Form, Procedure and 
Methodology, it has been determined that the category may not prove to have the expected utility 
and has been removed from the survey form. 
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• Edwardian Classicism 

• Queen Anne Revival/Edwardian Classicism2 

• Twentieth-Century Vernacular Mixed 
 
Preliminary descriptions of these prevalent architectural styles were developed as part of the Survey 
Form, Procedure and Methodology in order to ensure a clear understanding of them and the 
distinctions between these closely related styles as there is a range of expression of these styles and 
there are subtle points of distinction between some of them. The preliminary descriptions were 
based on the descriptions of architectural styles found in the neighbouring West Annex Phase I: 
Madison Avenue HCD Study and were tailored very generally to the study area based on examples of 
the styles observed and photographed during the reconnaissance survey. The following descriptions 
have been refined based on survey of approximately fifteen percent of the buildings in the West 
Annex study area. Survey work was conducted within distinct areas of the study area to ensure a 
representative sample. The areas were generally: east side of Howland Avenue south of Barton 
Avenue; west side of Walmer Street south of Kendal Avenue; north side of Wells Street between 
Howland Avenue and Brunswick Avenue; west side of Brunswick Avenue north of Jean Sibelius 
Square; north and south of Bernard Avenue on Walmer Road and west of Walmer Road; north and 
south of Bernard Avenue on Huron Street and west of Huron Street on Bernard Avenue; south end of 
St. George Street and along Lowther east of Madison Avenue (Figure 1). The intention is to allow for 
comparison of the application of styles across a sufficient sample to ensure the definitions are 
reflective of the character and qualities expressed in the study area. 
 
For all other styles, an image has been provided from the study area as an example. 

 
2 Comments provided on the Survey Form, Procedure and Methodology by the ARA and the City 
resulted in the addition of a combination Edwardian Classicism/Queen Anne Revival as a category of 
architectural style. A definition for this style has been added to this memo.  
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Figure 1: Buildings indicated in Orange were surveyed to provide a sample of architectural styles. 

 
Patricia McHugh’s Toronto Architecture: A City Guide and John Blumenson’s Ontario Architecture 
have been consulted to assist with further expanding these definitions. Other sources which may be 
consulted as the project progresses include Leslie Maitland’s The Queen Anne Revival Style, Marilyn 
Litvak’s Edward James Lennox: Builder of Toronto, and other sources on Toronto and Ontario 
architecture.  
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1.1 Richardsonian Romanesque 

 
Figure 2: 482 Huron Street 

Richardsonian Romanesque is a revival of the Romanesque style which incorporates the robust 
appearance of Romanesque massing with delicately carved surface details and polychromatic 
masonry. Rusticated stone is used for trim for arches, lintels, foundations, and banding courses. In 
Toronto, red brick and red sandstone are the materials of choice. As the style was adjusted for more 
middle-class families, cast terracotta or complex brickwork are used instead of carved sandstone for 
surface detail and rounded brick arches are substituted for stone. Massing may be asymmetrical and 
rooflines are often complex. Key elements of the Richardsonian Romanesque include wide, semi-
circular arched openings, a massive appearance, rusticated masonry details and contrasting 
stonework. The Annex neighbourhood contains a large representative collection of properties 
incorporating this style, including the former Gooderham residence (now the York Club) located in 
close proximity to the West Annex study area on the northeast corner of Bloor Street and St. George 
Street, which represents an exemplary use of the style for residential design. The execution of this 
architectural style within the broader City can be seen in monumental public and commercial 
buildings constructed in the late nineteenth century and include Old City Hall, Queen’s Park, Victoria 
College, and the Gladstone Hotel. 
 
Patricia McHugh defines Richardsonian Romanesque in Toronto Architecture: A City Guide,  
 

“Richardsonian Romanesque buildings have a chunky shape, either symmetrical or 
asymmetric, often with a tower. Cladding is rock-faced ashler, sometime with red brick. Roofs 
are high with broad planes. The characteristic wide, round arches occur over entry porches 
and sometimes windows. Otherwise the deep-set windows are straight-topped with a single 
pane of glass in each sash and perhaps a transom. Decorative elements include stubby stone 
columns and the stone or terracotta foliate ornamentation called Byzantine leafwork.”  

 
The dates of construction generally associated with this style are 1886 to 1900 (McHugh 2017). 
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Characteristics of the Richardsonian Romanesque style 

Typical form for this style: 

• Massing: 2 to 2.5 storeys; complex, sense of 
massive scale 

• Multiple roof types on one house: e.g., gable, 
hip and pyramidal 

• Irregular or symmetrical plan 

Typical materials for this style: 

• Stone foundation 

• Stone, brick or wood frame construction 

• Stone exterior finish, often mixed with brick, 
typically in deeper tones of red and 
occasionally brownish colours 

Detailing associated with this style: 

• Rock-faced stone finish 

• Windows may be square or round-headed; 
windows may be arranged in rows of three or 
four 

• Highly selective decorative motifs 

• Wide-arched entry door opening, windows 
or porch enclosures 

• Round or polygonal towers with conical or 
pyramidal roofs
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1.2 Queen Anne Revival 

 
Figure 3: 53 Walmer Road 

 
Figure 4: 72 Lowther Avenue 

 
Figure 5: 171 Lowther Avenue

The Queen Anne Revival style is an exuberant style that owes its visual interest to complex massing, a 
variety of materials and ornamentation. The style is typified by its asymmetrical facades and front 
facing gables. The style may include massive decorative chimneys, and steeply pitched, highly varied 
roofscapes. Entry porches, wrap-around verandahs and recessed loggias are frequently featured at all 
floor levels and sleeping porches may also be included contributing to the formal complexity. Round 

towers or turrets may be included. Large gables are typically finished in decorative wood shingles. 

Occasionally, Queen Anne Revival design also incorporates Jacobean and Renaissance detailing 
(Girouard 1977). A more modest expression of the Queen Anne Revival style may be more common 
within the study area, with less elaborate massing and select details distinguishing it as an example of 
the style. Examples of the style in the study area are also less likely to incorporate the elaborate 
woodwork typical of this style, with a greater use of masonry as the exterior cladding and decorative 
ornament. Elements of the Queen Anne Revival style strongly characterize the Annex style.  
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Patricia McHugh defines Queen Anne in Toronto Architecture: A City Guide, 
 

“Utilizing an abundance of towers, turrets, gables, dormers, and bay windows, their form is 
self-consciously asymmetric. Cladding is complicated, combining stone; hard, dark red brick; 
terracotta tile; and wood. Roofs are high, hipped or gabled, with high chimneys. Windows are 
generally single-pane sash; transoms and round-arched toplights are common. Decoration 
includes wooden spindlework, terracotta panels, and stained glass. 
 
“After about 1895, Queen Anne houses became boxier-looking, with classical columns 
replacing turned posts and Palladian windows and dentil mouldings common.” 

 
The dates of construction generally associated with this style are 1880 to 1915 (McHugh 2017). 
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Characteristics of the Queen Anne Revival style 

Typical form for this style: 

• Massing: 2 to 2.5 storeys; asymmetrical 

• Multiple roof types on one house: e.g., gable, 
hip and conical 

• Irregular plan, often with multiple verandas, 
balconies or porches on one house 

Typical materials for this style: 

• Stone foundation 

• Brick or wood frame construction 

• Brick exterior finish 

Detailing associated with this style: 

• Multiple shingle profiles on one house 

• Tower or corner turret 

• Intricate wood trim 

• 1/1 sash windows or multiple panes with 
wood mullions; upper pane may have 
leaded glass pattern
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1.3 Annex Style 

 
Figure 6: 316-318 St. George Street 

 
Figure 7: 61-63 Admiral Road 

 
Figure 8: 502-504 Huron Street 

 
Figure 9: 74 Lowther Avenue 

The Annex Style developed as a hybrid between Richardsonian Romanesque and Queen Anne, 
combining features of both. In Toronto Architecture: A City Guide, Patricia McHugh describes it as 
combining “the rock-faced ashlar and solid appearance of Richardsonian Romanesque with the 
asymmetry and picturesque detail of Queen Anne” (McHugh 2017:14). Key elements of the 
Richardsonian Romanesque which may be expressed in the Annex Style include broad arched 
openings, a massive appearance, rusticated masonry details and contrasting stonework. Key 
elements of the Queen Anne style which may be expressed in the Annex Style include an 
asymmetrical and complex form, irregular plan, front gables, turrets, porches, and a decorative mix of 
materials on one house, such as intricate shingle profiles.  
 
The dates of construction generally associated with this style are 1888 to 1899 (McHugh 2017). 
 
For characteristics of the Annex Style, refer to Richardsonian Romanesque and Queen Anne Revival. 
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1.4 Edwardian Classicism  

 
Figure 10: 32 Admiral Road 

 
Figure 11: 591-593 Huron Street 

 
Figure 12: 603 Huron Street 

 
Figure 13: 490 Brunswick Avenue 

This style appears to be found in early twentieth-century apartment buildings, schools, and 
residences within the study area. The style uses simple, balanced designs and incorporates classical 
elements in a restrained manner. Characteristics of the style in institutional or apartment buildings 
include a flat roof, overhanging eaves, pronounced, molded cornice, channeling or banding of 
ground-floor elevations, use of classically-inspired columns, large windows and flat brick or stone 
window lintels. Houses expressive of this style have a simple, square plan and may have a 
pedimented front porch supported by columns or half-columns on brick piers. A hipped or front-gable 
roof is typical of the style for houses. A variation has a front-gabled third storey faced with decorative 
shingle and a heavy returned overhang, sometimes with heavy bracket below. The style appears in 
elaborate and simplified forms throughout the study area. Elaborate forms tend towards centre hall 
plans while simplified form respond to narrower urban lots with a side hall plan. More robust 
examples of the style within the study area appear to be found in pre-Second World War apartments 
and institutional buildings rather than houses. 
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The dates of construction associated with this style are 1900 to 1930 (Blumenson 1990). 
 
Characteristics of the domestic Edwardian Classical style 

Typical form for this style: 

• Massing: 2.5 storeys, 2 or 3 bays 

• Hipped roof with wide eaves; or front-gable 
roof 

• Square plan 

Typical materials for this style: 

• Stone or concrete foundation 

• Brick or wood frame construction 

• Smooth brick exterior finish

Detailing associated with this style: 

• Larger houses may have projecting 
frontispiece  

• Centred dormer  

• Bay or oriel windows, often at the first or 
second levels 

• One or two tall chimneys 

• Front porch supported by classically-inspired 
columns or half-columns and brick piers  

• Plain blocks under the eaves 

• Large 1/1 sash windows 

• Flat-arched brick or flat stone window lintels, 
may have rustication

Characteristics of the institutional and multi-unit residential Edwardian Classical style 

Typical form for this style: 

• Massing: 3 storeys and higher 

• Flat roof 

• Rectangular plan 

Typical materials for this style: 

• Stone or concrete foundation 

• Brick, stone or steel frame construction 

• Stone or concrete exterior finish 

Detailing associated with this style: 

• Channelling or banding of ground-floor walls 

• Complex window pediments 

• Stacked bay windows 

• Pronounced keystones and voussoirs 

• Heavily rusticated door and window 

surrounds (“Gibbs” surrounds) 

• Large 1/1 sash windows 

• Prominent, moulded cornice with block 

modillions 

• Quoining 

• Projecting frontispiece with columns 
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1.5 Queen Anne Revival/Edwardian Classicism 

 
Figure 14: 80A Lowther Avenue 

 
Figure 15: 601 Huron Street 

 
Figure 16: 86-86R Lowther Avenue 

An informal hybrid style appears to occur as later examples of Queen Anne Revival become simplified 
and their form and massing aligns more with elements that are characteristic of Edwardian 
Classicism. These instances combine features of both styles in a range of combinations. Some tend 
more towards Edwardian Classicism with the addition of turret or tower elements while others 
feature ornamental details that vary from the expected classical detailing.  
 
The dates of construction estimated to be associated with this style are 1890 to 1930. This date range 
may be refined as more information becomes available throughout the study. 
 
For characteristics of the Queen Anne Revival/Edwardian Classicism, refer to sections discussing 
Queen Anne Revival and Edwardian Classicism. 
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1.6 Early to Mid-Twentieth-Century Vernacular Mixed  

 
Figure 17: 4 Kendal Ave 

 
Figure 18: 61 Bernard Avenue

 
Figure 19: 42 Wells Street 

 
Figure 20: 503 Huron Street 

The Early to Mid-Twentieth-Century Vernacular Mixed style represents an early-to-mid twentieth 
century infill housing found in the study area. Homebuyers used builders’ catalogues to select their 
design, starting with a simple rectangular floorplate and side hall plan. A bay window and a small, 
covered porch were typical, with customizations made through slight variations of materials and the 
design of the roofline covering the porch and bay window. Examples often include period elements 
typical of Colonial or Tudor Revival. This style varies from Colonial and Tudor Revival style buildings in 
that the period features which are expressed are typically in relation to the materiality or 
architectural features on facades oriented to the street but integrated into a compact building size 
often with a simplified rectangular floor plan. The overall effect is that the period features may 
appear applied rather than integral to the design. This style was commonly built in the Leaside 
neighbourhood in Toronto in the early-to-mid twentieth century, with similar examples found 
throughout portions of the study area.  
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The dates of construction estimated at this time to be associated with this style are 1920 to 1945. 
This date may be refined as more information becomes available throughout the study.  
 
Characteristics of the Early to Mid-Twentieth Century Vernacular Mixed style 

Typical form for this style: 

• Massing: 2 storeys, 2 bays 

• Hipped roof  

• Rectangular plan 

Typical materials for this style: 

• Concrete foundation 

• Wood frame construction 

• Rugged brick exterior finish

Detailing associated with this style: 

• Bay window  

• Small, covered porch  

• Period elements typical of Colonial or Tudor 
Revival such as half-timbering, leaded glass 
windows 

• Stone incorporated under bay window or 
around entrance door 
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1.7 Other Architectural Styles or Distinctive Architectural Style Features 

Note: In some instances, only one example of an architectural style has been documented within the 
study area to date. These examples are not meant to be the best representation of an architectural 
style and may include characteristics of other architectural styles.  
 

 
Toronto Bay-n-Gable 

 

 
Georgian Revival Style  

 
Colonial Revival (sub-style Dutch Colonial 
Revival)  

 
Contemporary Style 
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Contemporary Historicist 

 
Arts and Crafts Movement 

 
Arts and Crafts Movement 

 
Gothic Revival Style 

 
Annex Style (Secondary Style Italianate Style) 

 
Modernist 
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Neo-Gothic Style 

 
Post-Modern Style 

 
Annex Style (Secondary Style Prairie Style) 

 
Romanesque Revival – Feature(s) 

 
Tudor Revival Style 
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