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Canadians across the country report a rise in hate-promoting social movements. Because schools are hubs 
of our communities, they have become battlegrounds for hate-motivated organizing. There is evidence that 
hate-promoting groups specifically target young people with their messaging. These groups test market 
slang on Twitter, rewrite popular songs with white nationalist lyrics, and join mainstream video game 
platforms, all to reach a young audience. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has only made this problem more urgent. As schools and classrooms adopt a more 
online and virtual approach, so, too, do those who seek to spread hate. This can manifest in zoombombings 
targeting anti-racist educator working groups, community town halls, and even students themselves. 
Virtual tools used by classrooms every day can be a battleground, where bigoted profile pictures and 
sometimes anonymous harassment of Black, Indigenous, and students of colour, queer, and otherwise 
marginalized students occurs. 
 
The goal of this toolkit and its associated workshops is to supplement a comprehensive anti-racism education 

program. It will give you the tools to identify when a young person is consuming hate propaganda and is 

becoming radicalized, and to intervene as early as possible before the situation escalates. 

 
In this toolkit, we’ll share strategies to counter hate-motivated organizing in schools through sample 
scenarios that schools frequently encounter. Whether a student has been found passing out hate-promoting 
flyers on school property, or more actively advocating for a “white student union/alliance” or “Canada First” 
student group, the following pages offer advice for parents, students, teachers, school administrators, and 
the wider community. Not enough resources exist to address the problem in schools. This toolkit is 
specifically focused on responding to hate-motivated targeting and recruitment of students. 
 
It’s easy to miss an unfamiliar hate symbol or feel unsure about how to respond to a student citing a hate-
motivated source in the classroom. There’s a lot to keep track of when working with young people; we want 
to make it easier to recognize these behaviours (and those responsible), and to take action. 
 
Everyone who engages in the life of a school is in a unique position to isolate and push back against growing 
hate-promoting movements. It’s time to own that power. Our job is to build schools where everyone feels 
valued, and where students can grow to be engaged citizens of an inclusive democracy. 
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Hate is not a dislike of a person or a thing. It is the 

dehumanization or discrimination against 

specific groups on the basis of race, national or 

ethnic origin, colour, religion, age, sex, sexual 

orientation, gender identity or expression, and 

disability. 

 

People often think of white nationalism and 

white supremacy when they think of hate 

movements. According to Canadian academics 

who specialize in studying these movements, 

white supremacists “believe in the superiority of 

whites over non-whites, and advocate that white 

people should be politically and socially 

dominant over non-white people.” This can 

extend to a belief in the need for violence 

against, or even the genocide or removal of 

people of colour. 

 

Advocacy for a white ethnostate is inherently 

anti-immigrant, Islamophobic, antisemitic, and 

anti-Black, but white nationalist organizing can 

manifest without publicly mentioning race or 

religion, often using coded messaging to launder 

or disguise the true intention. 

Hatred never stops at BIPOC communities. 

Included in all forms of hatred is misogyny – hatred 

or prejudice against women – and 2SLGBTQIA+ – 

specifically anti-trans – messaging. There is just as 

much content targeting women, girls, and those in 

the queer and trans communities as there is race-

motivated hatred. Hate-promoting individuals 

often believe that women, girls, and the 

2SLGBTQIA+ community are also changing the 

demographic and eroding the fabric of society. 

 

They believe that diversity and demographic 

changes are equal to white genocide. Hate-

promoting individuals may use anti-immigrant, 

anti-Black, and Islamophobic rhetoric focused on 

crime or terrorism to appeal to base prejudices and 

reach a broader audience that might initially find 

their true ideology too extreme. Misogyny and 

anti-2SLGBTQIA+ rhetoric – such as messaging 

painting trans communities as dangerous or 

feminism as cancer – is a key recruitment tool for 

hate-promoting groups and movements. Each of 

these has the dangerous potential to foster 

violence. 
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https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/h-6/page-1.html
https://www.isdglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/An-Online-Environmental-Scan-of-Right-wing-Extremism-in-Canada-ISD.pdf
https://www.isdglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/An-Online-Environmental-Scan-of-Right-wing-Extremism-in-Canada-ISD.pdf
https://www.isdglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/An-Online-Environmental-Scan-of-Right-wing-Extremism-in-Canada-ISD.pdf


 

 

 

WHY DO WE NEED TO HAVE THIS CONVERSATION IN CANADA? 
  

Many Canadians wrongly believe that hate is not a 

problem in our country the way that it is in the 

United States. This belief cannot be further from the 

truth. A report in June 2020 by the Institute for 

Strategic Dialogue found that over 11 million people 

were reached by 6,600 right-wing hate-promoting 

social media pages, groups and accounts in Canada. 

Canadians were the third-largest nationality on 

4chan, and only behind the U.S. and U.K. in posting 

on Iron March, a fascist web forum where 

Atomwaffen Division was born. 

 

It is important to note that Canada is half the size of 

the United Kingdom, and one-tenth the size of the 

United States. To be so over-represented amongst 

online hate groups is reflective of a massive problem 

within our country. 

 

In the last year, charges have been laid against 

numerous Canadian youth for hate-motivated 

crimes. In March 2021, three Sudbury, ON, youths 

were charged for a hate-motivated assault which 

was filmed and uploaded to social media. Five 

teenagers in Kitchener, ON, 

were charged for a hate-motivated attack on a 

train in November 2020. According to media 

reports, “one of the youths allegedly used racial 

slurs against two people on the LRT … spat on 

them, brandished a knife and threatened to end 

their lives.” A grade 12 student from Markham, 

ON was charged in September 2020 after “hate-

motivated comments” were made during online 

learning. In February 2020, a 17-year-old boy 

fatally stabbed a woman. He told police the 

attack was retribution for rejection by women 

and that he self-identified as an incel. 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has the potential to 

worsen the problem, as students may feel unsure, 

anxious, or grief from losses of loved ones or their 

perception of “normalcy.” Hate-promoting groups 

and individuals have capitalized on the 

opportunity to recruit people into hate and 

violence promoting ideologies, and provide an 

easy scapegoat in vulnerable communities, to deal 

with difficult situations. 
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https://www.isdglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/An-Online-Environmental-Scan-of-Right-wing-Extremism-in-Canada-ISD.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/assault-weapon-arrest-charge-hate-sudbury-teen-1.5959161
https://kitchener.ctvnews.ca/five-youths-arrested-after-alleged-hate-motivated-crime-against-two-people-on-lrt-1.5182419
https://kitchener.ctvnews.ca/five-youths-arrested-after-alleged-hate-motivated-crime-against-two-people-on-lrt-1.5182419
https://globalnews.ca/news/7355928/teen-charged-alleged-hate-comments-online-learning-session/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7355928/teen-charged-alleged-hate-comments-online-learning-session/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52733060


 

 

 

WHY DO STUDENTS OF COLOUR PARTICIPATE IN HATE MOVEMENTS?  

Although white nationalism is explicitly anti-

BIPOC and anti-immigrant, many students of 

colour actively contribute and have been 

involved with hate-promoting movements. In 

Canada, the Proud Boys have insisted they are 

not a hate group because they are multi-racial 

and previously had a Latino leader in the US. 

Educators have shared stories with us about 

students of colour engaging in hate movement 

organizing, including white nationalism. 

Canadian students of Asian origin have been 

found to administer neo-fascist social media 

channels. 

 

Shared beliefs in misogyny, anti-2SLGBTQIA+, 

Islamophobia, and anti-Blackness will often 

attract and unite people of colour to hate 

groups. Alek Minassian, the perpetrator of the 

2018 Toronto van attack, was a student of 

Toronto’s York Region District School Board, 

where only 30% of the student body identifies as 

white or of European descent. 

Additionally, there is far-right messaging in other 

cultural spaces. Islamophobic Hindu nationalism 

has been more of a topic with the Indian farmer 

protests in 2021. WeChat, a messaging platform 

popular with Chinese Canadians, is also a venue 

for far-right content.  

 

Youth are at risk with other hate movements, too. 

Minassian is of Armenian descent and adopted his 

views in part by spending time on incel forums. A 

report by the ADL found that while roughly 55 

percent of respondents from the incel community 

were white, the remaining 45 percent were of a 

range of ethnic and racial groups including Black, 

Latino, and Middle Eastern. To try to explain the 

heavy presence of people of colour in the incel 

movement, the  Toronto Star reported on how the 

foundational misogyny in these communities 

overrides racial tensions in alt-right spaces. 
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https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/11/13/liberal-chinese-americans-fighting-right-wing-wechat-disinformation/
https://www.adl.org/blog/online-poll-results-provide-new-insights-into-incel-community
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/star-columnists/2018/05/01/the-foundational-misogyny-of-incels-overlaps-with-racism.html
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Digital and media literacy are critical to overcoming and preventing hate in schools. The internet is used to 
recruit students through manipulation and targeted disinformation. Digital and media literacy often refers to 
the media that students consume personally, but also strongly reflects in the sources students may use in their 
work. Education in digital and media literacy should come from a foundational framework of inclusion, social 
justice, and historical accuracy.  
 
Education on digital and media literacy can start young. Learning for Justice, an initiative from the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, has lesson plans and teaching resources for grades K-12. Media Smarts, a Canadian not-
for-profit charitable organization for digital and media literacy, is another resource for educators. 
 

Girls and women are also at risk of being 

susceptible to manipulation leading to hate 

movement involvement. Girls and women 

have been used in hate movements for as 

long as they have existed. They serve to 

launder the messaging by making it more 

digestible and to add credibility. 

 

Historically, girls and women have been 

treated as a means to advance the cause by 

having large families, however, they have 

also served important roles in networking 

and relationship building. They are also used 

as propagandists on social media. Some of 

the most visible hate-motivated 

propagandists are women, e.g. Lauren 

Southern and Faith Goldy. 

In our work, some of the most extreme neo-Nazis 

have been teenage girls. They will often feel a need 

to prove themselves to the cause, and to boys and 

men who inherently undervalue their existence. 

They are almost inevitably subject to abuse. 

 

While less likely, non-binary and 2SLGBTQIA+ youth 

are also at risk of being vulnerable to hate 

propaganda. For example, a member of very 

extreme neo-Nazi groups hid his trans identity from 

his compatriots as they threatened journalists and 

caused terror. 

 

Sometimes, it’s due to these kids struggling with 

their own identities and looking for a community. 

There have been a number of 2SLGBTQIA+ and non-

binary people leaving hate groups. 
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https://www.learningforjustice.org/
https://mediasmarts.ca/
https://www.thecut.com/2017/08/charlottesville-attack-women-white-supremacy.html
https://apnews.com/article/arizona-florida-washington-gender-identity-conspiracy-1952b35f4817342779ba387c33faa9a1
https://www.tampabay.com/narratives/2021/01/23/former-florida-white-nationalist-reckons-with-his-past-americas-present/

