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WHITE NATIONALISM - White supremacists, some of whom are white ethnonationalists, are 
inherently anti-BIPOC (anti-Black, Indigenous, and Person of Colour) and anti-immigrant. At its core is 
the belief that Canada should return to the demographics of before 1967 – when Canada was more white. 
 
In the spring of 2020, when Black Lives Matter protests broke out in backlash to the murder of George 
Floyd, Canadian hate groups had a strong reaction to protestors. White nationalist and self-admitted 
propagandist arm of the alt-right Faith Goldy said that the police brutality was justified and that “Blacks 
on this chessboard are all pawns, being corralled by masters of strategy in government, media, and the 
Satanic orgs which seek to subvert and control our civilization – who, let’s face it, aren’t Black.” White 
nationalists have a long history of believing that Black people are not able to lead movements themselves, 
and are being influenced by an “unknown power” (an antisemitic dog whistle referring to their belief in a 
Jewish cabal that controls everything). As of 2020, hate crimes targeting Black communities are all too 
commonplace in Canada, representing 16% of all hate crimes. 
 
The Wet’suwet’en rail blockades of early 2020 resulted in threats of death and injury to Indigenous land 
defenders - including violent and aggressive attempts to dismantle camps and blockades themselves. 
This was immensely harmful for a community that feels unsafe with law enforcement, and few, if any, 
repercussions were felt by those responsible. 
 
While some white nationalists will claim they respect Indigenous sovereignty, when the chips are down, 
that support is nowhere to be found and is performative at best. For example, the neo-Nazi Canadian 
Nationalist Party once worked with a Métis political organizer, who praised the CNP as the party that 
“many Canadian Aboriginal people are looking for.” This tokenized view of Indigenous peoples and 
nations is often used as a shield against criticism of being racist, but it is rooted in their fundamental 
beliefs of who deserves to be on this land. Indigenous peoples, obviously, were here first. Even though 
white nationalists will sometimes performatively include Indigenous peoples in their framework, they 
offer nothing as a solution to the deep-rooted institutional and cultural racism faced by Indigenous 
communities. 
 
This movement has a long history in Canada. In the 1980s and early 1990s, in Caroline, Alberta, the Aryan 
Nations were confronted by activists, many of whom were Jewish. Heritage Front, once Canada’s largest 
hate-motivated threat, terrorized the streets of Toronto in the 1990s. The Ku Klux Klan once had a very 
sizable Canadian base. These ideas have not grown overnight, but have instead become part of our 
ingrained culture of white colonialism. It is important to distinguish between white supremacy rooted in 
bigotry and colonialism, which seeks to uphold institutional and systemic harms against marginalized 
groups, and hate-motivated organizing, which seeks to establish political power. 

https://www.antihate.ca/how_canadian_hate_groups_are_reacting_to_george_floyd_protests
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2020001/article/00003-eng.htm
https://www.vice.com/en/article/n7jdyw/indigenous-peoples-report-racism-surge-as-wetsuweten-rail-blockades-grow
https://www.jta.org/1990/09/12/archive/neo-nazis-skinheads-in-scuffle-with-jews-press-at-aryan-fest
https://www.jta.org/1990/09/12/archive/neo-nazis-skinheads-in-scuffle-with-jews-press-at-aryan-fest
https://www.jta.org/1990/09/12/archive/neo-nazis-skinheads-in-scuffle-with-jews-press-at-aryan-fest


 

 

  
ALT-RIGHT - According to the Southern Poverty Law Centre, the alt-right is an ideology whose 
loose membership holds a core belief that “white identity” or “western society” is under attack by 
multicultural forces using “political correctness” and “social justice” to undermine white people and 
“their” civilization.” After Charlottesville, the alt-right rebranded somewhat to the “Groyper” 
movement, a loose collection of younger white nationalists, led by American Nick Fuentes. The 
Groypers have a large presence in Canada. They are explicitly pro-male. They may accept BIPOC 
males into their ranks, but girls and women are largely dismissed, or only viewed as a means to 
advance the ideology through having large families. Much of their ideology centres around co-
opting Catholicism and many identify as Catholic or traditionalist. The Canadian alt-right/Groyper 
movement explicitly seeks to achieve political power by introducing bigoted ideas into the 
mainstream and working within the political system to achieve their goals. 
 
The alt-right/Groypers have a heavy presence on social media and meme culture, using humour and 
irony to share their messaging. They sometimes attempt to infiltrate mainstream Conservative 
political parties to influence change. While the majority of Groypers are white, there are a growing 
number of youth of colour involved in the movement, as they engage in antisemitism, anti-
feminism/misogyny, anti-2SLGBTQIA+, Islamophobia, and anti-Black racism. 
 
Groypers have even denied the fact that they are white nationalists, while continuing to use the 
same talking points as their alt-right predecessors. Adherents of the ideology rebrand and 
whitewash their belief system as the public starts to view them disfavourably, while under the same 
general worldview. They are prone to implementing new names and self-descriptions to signal their 
belief system to others while maintaining a level of secrecy - such as “paleoconservative,” 
“nationalist,” “gamer,” and “real conservatives'' - and to “hide their power level.” Fuentes has 
instructed his young following to “hide their power level from their parents'' - directing them to hide 
how extreme their politics are (“power level”) to avoid detection. 
 
The specific Canadian flavour of this worldview is seen on many college campuses, often under the 
banner of “Canada First.” In 2020, McMaster University Conservatives were scrutinized for allowing 
members with overtly bigoted beliefs and ties. The terms “alt-right,” “paleoconservative,” and 
“Canada First” are deliberately misleading to sanitize the ultimately hate-motivated agenda and 
values of its believers. 
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https://www.antihate.ca/mcmaster_university_conservatives_infiltrated_by_white_supremacists


 

 

  
ANTI-BLACK RACISM - Anti-Black racism continues to be one of the most common 
forms of hate found in hate-motivated spaces, resulting from our systemically white 
supremacist, colonialist and imperialist history. 
 
Racism towards the 1 in 30 Canadians and 1 in 11 Torontonians who are Black is both overt 
and systemic, impacting every facet of life. Data from BCG and CivicAction paints a grim 
picture: 
 

- Black students are four times more likely to be expelled from school than white 
students from a Toronto high school 
 

- Black residents are 20 times more likely to be shot by Toronto police than white 
counterparts 
 

- 83% of Black people in Canada say they are mistreated at least some of the time - 
even though a 2019 survey of Canadians found that half of the country believes 
racism against Black people is not a problem 
 

- The dropout rate for Black students in Toronto is 23%, and Black students are 
disproportionately not represented in gifted programs or advanced study streams 

 
The threat to Black bodies and Black lives is highlighted even further when examining the 
Canadian carceral system, where Black Canadians are hugely overrepresented. A total of 
7.3% of Canadian prisoners are Black, while Black people only make up 3.5% of our 
population. 
 
Efforts taken by community activists to address these deep disparities are often met with 
hate and dismissal. During and after the summer of 2020, when the Black Lives Matter and 
George Floyd protests were at a fever pitch, anti-racist community meetings and 
educational workshops across Canada have been zoombombed by white racists in 
attempts to derail organizing. Some of those same organizers later received hate mail 
strewn with anti-Black slurs. Threats against demonstrators protesting against police 
brutality and deaths were commonplace. 
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https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2020/06/01/racism-exists-in-canada-these-are-the-stories-from-people-who-have-lived-it-as-eyes-turn-on-us-after-george-floyd-death-in-minneapolis.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2020/06/01/racism-exists-in-canada-these-are-the-stories-from-people-who-have-lived-it-as-eyes-turn-on-us-after-george-floyd-death-in-minneapolis.html
https://www.bcg.com/en-ca/publications/2020/reality-of-anti-black-racism-in-canada
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2021/01/29/tdsb-schools-equity-event-zoom-bombed-after-course-on-anti-black-racism-makes-headlines.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2021/02/23/tdsb-school-was-sent-hate-mail-over-anti-black-racism-course-but-for-the-teachers-its-just-strengthening-their-resolve.html
https://www.antihate.ca/canadian_hate_groups_threatening_black_protests


 

 

 

  
ANTI-INDIGENOUS RACISM - With Canada’s colonialist history, anti-Indigenous 
racism has been part of our society for as long as “Canada” has existed. It remains one of 
the most accepted forms of hatred, and is deeply ingrained in our daily interactions and 
worldviews. More and more efforts to incorporate anti-colonialist education and practices 
have become part of our social justice framework. Despite this, systemic, overt, and 
passive racism against the Indigenous community persists. 
 
Governmental policies, the carceral system, policing, the courts, family services, and more 
have been plagued by anti-Indigenous racism since inception. Children were taken from 
their families by force and made to follow Christianity and endure unspeakable abuse in 
residential schools. They were forbidden from participating in any part of their culture and 
languages. This is recent history – the last residential school closed in 1996. The Sixties 
Scoop tore Indigenous babies from their mothers’ arms under racist policies that sought to 
erase their culture and community bonds. “Starlight Tours” – where Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba police would take Indigenous men to rural areas and leave them there in the 
dead of a cold prairie winter – were common. Little has been done to address these 
murders.  
 
As a result of generations of trauma and discrimination, Canada’s current houseless 
population is predominantly Indigenous, and our child welfare services are overwhelmingly 
filled with Indigenous children. Prisons house a massively disproportionate number of 
Indigenous people – 30% of the prison population, despite making up only 5% of Canada. 
The healthcare system regularly fails them, where they face racism in hospitals and 
experience a lack of care. The missing and murdered Indigenous women and girls 
(MMIWG) movement seeks justice for Indigenous women and girls lost to disproportionate 
gender-based violence, and is too often treated with distrust and dismissal. 
 
In 2020, at the height of the Wet’suwet’en solidarity actions and blockades, racist threats 
against Indigenous land defenders were rampant. Indigenous people are targeted by law 
enforcement, and treated more punitively. Barbara Kenter, of Thunder Bay, lost her life to 
racism, and her killer received prison. Yet Colton Boushie’s killer did not, and a traumatized 
community was left reeling. 
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https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/a-timeline-of-residential-schools-the-truth-and-reconciliation-commission-1.724434
https://www.macleans.ca/news/canada/new-light-on-saskatoons-starlight-tours/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jan/22/one-third-canada-prisoners-indigenous-report
https://www.vice.com/en/article/n7jdyw/indigenous-peoples-report-racism-surge-as-wetsuweten-rail-blockades-grow
https://www.vice.com/en/article/n7jdyw/indigenous-peoples-report-racism-surge-as-wetsuweten-rail-blockades-grow
https://www.citynews1130.com/2021/02/22/its-appalling-indigenous-protesters-advocates-condemn-vancouver-police-for-arrests/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/bushby-sentencing-hearing-1.5917828
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/colten-boushie/article32451940/


 

 

  

ANTISEMITISM - The Jewish community is often portrayed by hate-promoting individuals as 
this outside force, with outsized control of television, banking, entertainment, education, and 
even our government. It’s why the torch wielding mob of white men in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
chanted that it was “Jews” who will not replace them — the white race — as controllers of the 
United States. While this event took place in the US, an alarming number of Canadians 
participated in the 2017 rally. Antisemitism often provides the rationale that hate-promoting 
movements, specifically white nationalists, use to power their racism, xenophobia, misogyny, 
and other forms of hatred. “Jews and non-Jews need to understand that we have a unified 
threat. The white nationalist movement in the United States doesn’t simply seek to spread hate; 
it seeks to use hate to build political power,” writes Eric Ward, Executive Director of Western 
States Center, which has produced excellent educational resources for schools, and whose work 
is modelled in this resource. The same applies here in Canada. 

ISLAMOPHOBIA - In recent years anti-Muslim sentiment has grown steadily in Canada. Largely 

in spaces like Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube, people of all ages and backgrounds have 

expressed hatred toward both newcomers and Muslims born in Canada. Muslims are often placed 

at the centre of dangerous conspiracy theories, such as one that says Muslims started the Fort 

McMurray fires to build a mosque. The community has also experienced horrific violence against 

them, such as the Quebec City mosque shooting by Alexandre Bissonnette, which killed six and 

injured 19 worshippers. A large number of organized hate groups in Canada are explicitly 

Islamophobic, including the Soldiers of Odin, Proud Boys, Northern Guard, and others. 
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MISOGYNY AND ANTI-FEMINISM - Misogyny and racism often go hand in hand, 

especially in online forums (like 4chan, 8kun, Reddit, and incel-specific forums) and 

gaming circles. Expressing simultaneous entitlement and disillusionment, misogynists 

and anti-feminists exploit online communities to nurture and often build upon angry 

young men's feelings of injustice and animosity, and this animosity often redirects toward 

women as well as people of colour, immigrants, and religious minorities. The “incel” 

movement, short for “involuntarily celibate,” is an online subculture mostly composed of 

young heterosexual men who often endorse violence against the “sexually active” 

population, especially women. When Alek Minassian killed 10 people in the Toronto Van 

Attack he admitted that he planned the attack as an “incel rebellion” and cited his beliefs 

that women should be punished for not wanting to be sexually active with him. 

ANTI-2SLGBTQIA+ - Homophobia and transphobia also play an important role in hate-
promoting ideologies. For example, white nationalism believes that white people are 
being erased faster than they are able to reproduce. They blame the 2SLGBTQIA+ 
community in part, saying that they have an agenda to force a 2SLGBTQIA+ identity on 
children. Members of the Northern Guard, a Canadian-based hate group, have been 
known to post onto social media calling the 2SLGBTQIA+ movement an “attack on the 
family.” On online gaming platforms, homophobic slurs are abundant. Anti-trans hate is 
frequently found in online spaces. A large part of what fuels hate movements is toxic 
masculinity, and anything that hate-motivated individuals deem as being a threat to 
patriarchy is attacked in their circles. 
 
Not all anti-2SLGBTQIA+ sentiment in Canada is rooted in ethnonationalism. In 
particular, anti-trans organizing (which seeks to exclude primarily trans women from 
social spaces, sport, and policy) has seen an uptick in in recent years, with numerous 
groups participating in coordinated harassment and flyering campaigns based on 
debunked science and disinformation. 

https://www.antihate.ca/facebook_page_northern_guard_blames_lgbtq_community_pedophilia
https://www.antihate.ca/gender_critical_group_building_cross_country_anti_trans_coalition
https://www.antihate.ca/canada_fights_back_anti_trans_hate_counter_postering_campaign


 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA AND RECRUITMENT

TikTok – Many alt-right figures with established Facebook and 
YouTube followings have begun to pivot to TikTok in an 
attempt to get their message to Gen Z. Groypers are commonly 
found on TikTok, where they engage in campaigns to co-opt 
popular trends by stealing content from other users and adding 
slurs to it. Fuentes has been overt in his direction to flood TikTok 
with Groyper content. 

 
As the TikTok platform is intended for short videos, it’s easy for youth to fall down 
rabbit holes given the sheer volume of content they may consume. This makes it 
difficult to contextualize and understand what is being viewed. White nationalist 
and hate content hijacks the platform with humour and subversive content aimed 
at leading youth down a path to more blatant hate content. 

Young people spend an enormous amount of time on social media, and are exposed to many 
different platforms that carry the potential for hate movements to recruit and organize. 
YouTube, for example, was cited as the primary cause of “red-pilling” (a term used to 
describe a dramatic shifting of viewpoints, usually toward hate ideologies) in far-right and 
fascist group chats. 
 
Youth may be “irony-poisoned,” a term describing the process in which they are exposed to 
so much ironic and bigoted humour that it eventually ceases to shock them, and they may 
adopt those views unironically. 
 
We will discuss a few key social platforms, but this is by no means exhaustive – wherever 
youth are online, hate movements are there trying to recruit them. 

SOCIAL MEDIA AND RECRUITMENT 
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https://www.bellingcat.com/news/americas/2018/10/11/memes-infowars-75-fascist-activists-red-pilled/


 

 

  

Telegram – Telegram as a publishing and networking 
tool is very valuable for citizens of authoritarian 
regimes in other parts of the world, however, usage in 
Canada can be a red flag. While many hate-promoting 
individuals attempt to code their messaging on public 
platforms like Facebook and Twitter, the messaging on 
Telegram tends to be more violent and direct. Some of 
the most extreme far-right wing – those who promote 
mass murder – are found on Telegram. 

Streaming Platforms – A number of streaming 
platforms have gained popularity, such as Twitch, 
DLive, Trovo, and others. These are popular 
platforms for Groypers specifically, as well as other 
types of white nationalists, to livestream and produce 
content. In Canada, we have seen a huge increase in 
the number of alt-right and white supremacist 
livestreamers. It is also used to earn income, as these 
platforms allow for money to be sent directly to the 
broadcaster on the stream. 
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WHY THIS MATTERS 
  
WHY THIS MATTERS 

All teenagers seek a sense of identity and belonging. Hate-promoting movements and groups know this 

and look for ways to connect with young people in order to grow their base and influence. It takes 

vigilance on the part of students, teachers, administrators, and parents to ensure that all members of a 

school community feel connected in positive ways and are not left vulnerable to toxic and bigoted 

rhetoric or recruitment. 

 

Adults often dismiss early indications of bigoted ideology as a student “pushing boundaries” or “acting 

out,” and while this might also be true, in many cases they are dismissing warning signs of a dangerous 

affiliation taking root. Race may not initially enter the picture: recent events demonstrate strong 

connections between misogyny, the sexist incel subculture, and other hate-motivated movements. 

Seemingly isolated incidents, like a student scratching a swastika into a desk or engaging in misogynistic 

or Islamophobic language, warrants a response that clarifies behavioural expectations, affirms the value 

of all human life, and opens a dialogue with students to interrupt this behaviour. 

 

Left unchecked, involvement and affiliation in a hate-promoting ideology is dangerous. Once a student 

is connected to it, online or offline, it is difficult for them to disconnect, so the best time to intervene in 

a young person’s affiliation is early. After they identify with hate-promoting movements, interventions 

can push them further away if not done carefully, or create a more dangerous situation. We urge the 

utmost caution at this stage. Hate-motivated movements bring inherently violent and escalating threats 

to the families and communities they impact. It is no accident that a number of incidents of mass 

shootings have involved hate-promoting ideologies. Scapegoating marginalized communities is one 

warning sign for violence. Hate-motivated groups seek power and an organized base of support. Schools 

are an obvious target. This toolkit is designed to help you take back any space, however small or large, 

that hate-promoting individuals or groups may try to carve out in your school community. 
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HOW TO USE THIS TOOLKIT  HOW TO USE THIS TOOLKIT 

This toolkit works best as a guide with suggestions and resources to help school communities navigate 

their own questions and challenges. Students, teachers, staff, administrators, parents, and other 

community entities can collaborate to adapt these approaches and find new solutions. Our goal is to 

provide effective resources to all members of school communities so that they may build a fence of 

protection around their school and their community, and pull youth back before they are fully ensnared 

in hate movements. 

 

This resource isn’t intended to replace anti-racist curriculum or programs. It is a supplementary support 

aimed specifically at identifying and attempting to deal with involvement in far-right social movements 

potentially leading to violence.  

 

We focus on high schools, but many of these resources also apply to middle schools and colleges. While 

this toolkit was created to offer tips and strategies on how to respond to hate-motivated organizing in 

schools, the following resources can and should be applied to any situation where you see potentially 

harmful activity. We encourage other anchor entities – libraries, faith-based organizations, community 

centers, and others – to discuss these scenarios and strategies, engage with local schools, and 

collaborate to strengthen community responses to hate. 

 

A resource section is included at the end of this toolkit to aid your learning and help your school 

community grow stronger. One key resource is a list of proactive steps and best practices for schools. 

The section includes related resource guides, sample policies and language, and basic information on 

the hate-motivated groups most likely to recruit in schools. Links to further reading also provide a 

starting point for your own research. Please consider reaching out to the Canadian Anti-Hate Network 

at info@antihate.ca to share your experience countering hate in your school. We hope this toolkit is 

helpful as you strengthen your school community against bigotry. 
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