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Canada First - a big-tent rebrand of the Canadian Alt-Right 
 
Canada First is a recent ideology that has been very present amongst the alt-right. They 
are strong believers of white nationalism that is hidden beneath messages around 
“country first” and other patriotic proclamations. Canada First ideology has been 
prevalent amongst young Canadians who are involved in the alt-right and who idolize 
Nicholas Fuentes. Canada First is increasingly being found in conservative campus groups 
that have been infiltrated by white nationalists and fascist believers. They are frequent 
users of streaming platforms. 

Each hate-promoting group operates in unique ways, targeting distinct populations and often using 
different slogans and tactics. It is important to inform your response to hate-promoting activity by 
understanding the ideology behind each group, their common recruitment tactics, and their past 
actions. 
 
In Canada, the issue is more movements than formal groups. Organizing has shifted to individuals and 
loose associations and networks who are highly vocal and active amongst alt-right and other hate-
promoting movements. This is done intentionally to give hate movements more flexibility and 
adaptability as times and circumstances change. The list below includes background information on 
some of the hate-promoting groups and individuals most likely to influence high school and middle 
school students. 

The Proud Boys - The Proud Boys was started in 2016 by Gavin McInnes and has since gained 
notoriety since the 2017 white supremacy rally in Charlottesville, Virginia and Donald Trump’s call to 
“stand back and stand by'' at the 2020 Presidential debate. They also played a central role in the January 
6, 2021, violent insurrection at Capitol Hill in DC. In 2017, they disrupted an Indigenous event on Canada 
Day in Halifax. They are responsible for numerous instances of violence at rallies. They are a group of 
predominantly white young men, with known chapters in Ontario, Manitoba and Alberta. Their mottos 
include: "West is best," "Glorify the entrepreneur," "Venerate the housewife," and "I won't apologize for 
creating the modern world." 
 
Some chapters have closed down since the Canadian government declared the Proud Boys a terrorist 
entity in 2021, however, given that it is a widespread set of beliefs among the far right-wing, it’s 
anticipated that the ideology will manifest itself in a different way, under a different banner. 



 

 

ID Canada - Originally named Generation Canada, ID Canada is a nationalist movement 

that was started in 2016. The group claims to have been started as a response to “Canada’s 

decaying identity, increased third-world immigration and the prevalence of anti-European 

sentiment in this country.” Recruitment posters  and stickers have been found in Ontario, 

Saskatchewan, Alberta, and elsewhere since 2019. 

Iron March Legacy - Iron March Legacy is what we use to describe overtly neo-Nazi 

terroristic networks like Atomwaffen Division and The Base. They are a network of 

underground terror cells based on promoting white supremacy and civilization collapse. The 

network arose from an online fascist forum called Iron March and is composed of mostly 

young men, some with military training. Other offshoots include Feuerkrieg Division (Europe 

and North America) and Sonnenkrieg Division (UK). It is important to note that the specific 

group they may belong to is less important than the overall network, which may include 

numerous groups or cells. Atomwaffen Division, The Base, and the network’s ideological 

leader James Mason were listed as terrorist entities in Canada in 2021. 

Stefan Molyneux - Stefan Molyneux is a Canadian white nationalist, banned YouTuber and 

podcaster who has been described as an influential figure in leading youth into the alt-right 

movement. His content promotes conspiracy theories, eugenics, and ‘scientific’ racism, and he 

has provided a platform to many white supremacists throughout his career. As of September 

2020, he was banned from YouTube, Twitter, and a number of other audio social platforms for 

violating hate speech policies. 
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https://globalnews.ca/news/4852839/alt-right-posters-transit-shelters-west-hamilton/
https://globalnews.ca/news/4852839/alt-right-posters-transit-shelters-west-hamilton/
https://www.thepeterboroughexaminer.com/news/peterborough-region/2020/01/23/id-canada-posters-in-downtown-peterborough-not-a-hate-crime-police.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/id-canada-posters-1.5391164
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2020/03/07/these-stickers-say-think-green-buy-local-heres-the-extremist-message-theyre-really-selling.html


 

 

  

The Daily Stormer - The Daily Stormer is the world’s biggest neo-Nazi website. It’s 

run by Andrew Anglin and is known for its violent rhetoric and “Stormer Troll Army,” as 

Anglin calls his readers. The site is modelled after popular, youth-oriented news sites 

and peddles in snark and hyperbole to draw in younger viewers. Anglin once talked 

about his recruitment strategies to target youth, saying in a 2018 podcast with another 

neo-Nazi, “My site is mainly designed to target children...[age] 11 through teenage 

years… Young adults, pubescents.” 

 

When a caller who claimed to be 14 called into the show to show his support, Anglin then 

went on to say, “Over the next five years, you're going to see an entire generation 

coming into their 20s that are on board with all of this... we have created a movement 

among the youth that we're not even able to gauge the size of." 
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National Policy Institute - Richard Spencer’s National Policy Institute is a white 

nationalist think tank that cloaks bigotry in intellectualism. With papers on its website such 

as “Understanding Jewish Influence,” the group is one troubling source that may show up in 

school papers. 

https://www.newsweek.com/website-daily-stormer-designed-target-children-editor-claims-782401
https://mediasmarts.ca/online-hate/deconstructing-online-hate
https://mediasmarts.ca/online-hate/deconstructing-online-hate


 

 

COMMON FAR-RIGHT MEMES/HATE-PROMOTING SYMBOLS  

Memes and other symbols of hate-motivated ideology are an important way that young people express their 
interest or affiliation. Some of them may come across as tongue-in-cheek rather than serious, but the 
“trolling” orientation of online far-right culture is part of the way it appeals to new potential recruits. Humour 
plays a central role as a recruitment tactic for youth for hate-promoting organizations. Youth may be “irony-
poisoned,” a term describing the process in which they are exposed to so much ironic and bigoted humour 
that it eventually ceases to shock them, and they may adopt those views unironically. Hate-promoting 
organizations exploit young people's attractions to pranks and jokes by gradually adding harassment, bigotry, 
and cruelty to the “humour.” 

 

The symbology of online far-right and hate-promoting spaces is constantly evolving. Below are some 
common memes and symbols, but it is important to do ongoing research to recognize new and changing 
symbols. Some that are more obvious, like the swastika, have been left out. 

 

It is also important to contextualize memes and symbols. Some symbols have alternative meanings, such as 
the swastika and runes, so context must be considered. In youth culture, where imagery is so important, it’s 
critical to research a symbol or a meme before making assumptions. 

 

For example, a Canadian school principal was alerted to a student using a profile picture in classroom online 
spaces which the teacher thought was problematic and indicative of racist ideology. The principal 
approached the student about the image, and the student was confused about what the problem could be. 
When we reviewed it at the principal’s request, we found through reverse image searching the image on 
Google that it was from a video game. 

 
   

COMMON FAR-RIGHT MEMES/HATE-PROMOTING SYMBOLS 

Pepe the frog is a comic character that was appropriated by far-right online 
spaces, particularly 4chan, and is now well-known as a racist mascot, popular in 
white nationalist spaces. There are many variations of Pepe. Note: Because Pepe 
was co-opted by racists, its usage cannot be assumed to be hateful and context 
should be considered (e.g. it is commonly found in benign spaces on the video 
game streaming platform Twitch). 
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As part of your action plan, as a first step, please feel comfortable contacting us at 
info@antihate.ca to ask about material or a situation. We are happy to diagnose memes, 

symbols, or other materials and provide you with an interpretation. 

https://www.adl.org/education/references/hate-symbols/pepe-the-frog
mailto:info@antihate.ca


 

 

   

Wojak or “Feels Guy”- Wojak, or “Feels Guy,” is a meme often used in concert 
with Pepe the frog and in similar online spaces such as /pol/ on 4chan. 

 

The Happy Merchant - The “Happy Merchant” meme is an antisemitic 
cartoon used in far-right online spaces to suggest greed or a Jewish conspiracy. 
 

Helicopter rides - Images of helicopters, often with people falling from them, 
have been used by a number of alt-right groups including the misogynist 
paramilitary group the Proud Boys and Anti-Communist Action. The usage of this 
meme is a reference to Chilean dictator Pinochet’s tactic of killing his opposition 
by throwing them out of helicopters. It is specifically used to celebrate and 
encourage violence against ideological opponents. 

 

“Chad guy and Trad Girl”- A meme often found in anti-feminist and incel 
groups that depict the ideal for cisgender white men and women. It has since been 
adopted by other ideologies. The memes originally began circulating on 4chan, 
and there are numerous versions. The example on the left is the “Nordic” Chad.  

Non-Playable character (NPC) - The NPC is in the same meme “family” as 
Chad Guy and Trad Girl. Used to mock “normies,” or people who don’t subscribe 
to their belief systems. Usage has become common-place, so do not 
automatically assume racist connotations.  
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https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/dec/05/amazon-pulls-chile-dictatorship-death-flights-t-shirts-after-backlash


 

 

 
  

Fashwave - known as the “aesthetic of the alt-right,” fashwave is an 
appropriation of vaporwave, where fascist icons and ideology are depicted with 
bright colours and graphics or with electronic music.  
 
These images are often heavily filtered,  
may incorporate “laser eyes,” and usually 
involve text that speaks to the ideology. 

Redpilled - A meme drawn from The Matrix films, being 
“redpilled” is used by hate-promoting individuals to refer to a 
decision to “accept the truth.” Once people are “redpilled” 
they have chosen to become aware of alt-right ideology and 
viewpoints.  

 
 
Other forms of being “pilled” include whitepilled (as a result of positive news – typically positive 
for the hate movement) and blackpilled (as a result of negative or depressing news for the hate 
movement). Unlike most memes, being “pilled” is generally something a person says or writes, 
and not an image. In this example, the user says that being “redpilled” means acknowledging the 
JQ, or Jewish Question.  

HATE-PROMOTING SYMBOLS 

Canadian Red Ensign - Canada's flag until 1965 has been appropriated by 
white supremacists to symbolize their desire to return to a time when Canada 
was whiter - before multiculturalism became national policy - and celebrate 
colonialism.  It was popular with groups such as Blood and Honour and Aryan 
Guard, who flew it at rallies. Young white supremacists have used it 
extensively in their propaganda. 
 
Context should always be considered. The Red Ensign is still flown by 
Legions, some military veterans, and others without a hateful agenda. 
However, a teenager with a Red Ensign profile picture merits a second look 
because of its prevalence in young white supremacist groups. 
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https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/reggieugwu/fashwave
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/former-canadian-flag-the-red-ensign-gets-new-darker-life-as-far-right-symbol
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/former-canadian-flag-the-red-ensign-gets-new-darker-life-as-far-right-symbol
https://www.antihate.ca/white_nationalists_stage_failed_demo_john_a_macdonald_statue_downtown_hamilton
https://www.antihate.ca/white_nationalists_stage_failed_demo_john_a_macdonald_statue_downtown_hamilton
https://twitter.com/ARCCollective/status/1544533164147838977
https://twitter.com/quintal_etienne/status/1539707939757383680?s=20&t=xuXePuImIsJiDWqvIILdjg
https://twitter.com/quintal_etienne/status/1539707939757383680?s=20&t=xuXePuImIsJiDWqvIILdjg


 

 

  

 

Sonnenrad (Black Sun) - An ancient Norse and Celtic design, but was co-opted 
by the Nazis. Its redesign was done by Heinrich Himmler and featured 
prominently on the floor of an SS castle. In current times, its usage is explicitly 
white supremacist. 

 

Echoes - Often used to denote someone as Jewish or part of the Jewish 
conspiracy, triple parentheses around a name, term, or phrase. 
e.g. (((pandemic))). 

 

Wolfsangel - An ancient rune that was co-opted by the Nazis and used as a 
symbol by some SS units.  

 

Life rune - An ancient rune co-opted by white supremacists. Note: not all usage 
of runes is white supremacist and context should be considered when deciding if it 
is bigoted in nature. 

 

Valknut - An ancient symbol related to Odin. Note: not all usage of Odinist 

symbols is white supremacist and context should be considered when deciding if it 

is bigoted in nature. 

 

Kolovrat - A Slavic pagan sunwheel symbol that has been adopted by neo-Nazis. 
While its usage is increasing in North America, it is predominantly associated with 
Eastern European far-right movements. Note: Context should be considered with 
the kolovrat, as there may be individuals who use it strictly as a Slavic pagan 
symbol. 


