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Australian Parents for Climate Action represents more than 16,000 parents, grandparents and carers from across
Australia. We are Australia’s leading organisation for parents advocating for a safe climate.
Our supporters are from across the political spectrum, across Australian electorates, and from different
socio-economic positions. We seek non-partisan responses to climate change and its impacts.

We are focused on encouraging Australian governments and businesses to take urgent action to cut Australia’s
carbon emissions to net zero as quickly as possible. We encourage Australia to take a leadership role on the
world stage, leading by example and calling for other nations to take the necessary action to protect our
children’s futures.

For more information, visit www.ap4ca.org

https://www.ap4ca.org/
http://www.ap4ca.org


Submission
As an organisation of parents we work toward the goal of encouraging Australian governments and businesses to take
urgent action to cut Australia’s carbon emissions to net zero as quickly as possible with great determination. There are,
however, more than a few days when we feel there are massive obstacles and roadblocks being placed in our way. The
ongoing proposal of fossil fuel projects for approval, such as this one, chief among them..

Australian Parents for Climate Action objects to this project.

We object to the extension of the Narrabri coal project on the grounds of harmful climate change and greenhouse gas
emissions, especially the high emissions of the potent greenhouse gas methane, that would arise from this project.

As is well established and acknowledged by this Commission, by government agencies and at all levels of government in
Australia, the burning of fossil fuels, from projects like this, is causing the climate to change at an historically
unprecedented rate. It is destabilising our life support systems and will have massive negative ramifications on health,
well-being and lifestyles within the next decades and beyond. In our children’s lifetimes. It is happening already.

In full acknowledgement of this fact it is clear that fossil fuel extraction will end, it must end. What is also very clear is the
time for the ending of approvals for fossil fuel projects has well and truly arrived.

The 2021 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report was declared ‘a code red for humanity’, outlining as it does
the immediate urgency of reducing global greenhouse gas emissions on a massive scale.1

“Stabilizing the climate will require strong, rapid, and sustained reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, and
reaching net zero CO2 emissions. Limiting other greenhouse gases and air pollutants, especially methane, could
have benefits both for health and the climate,”

In the 2021 report Net Zero by 2050, A Roadmap for the Global Energy Sector , the traditionally conservative2

International Energy Agency was clear when they said

“Beyond projects already committed as of 2021, there are no new oil and gas fields approved for development in
our pathway, and no new coal mines or mine extensions are required.”

The IPCC, the IEA and the vast, vast majority of climate scientists have been unequivocal

There can be no new or expanded fossil fuel projects globally beyond 2021 or we miss hitting the Paris Climate
Agreement target of 1.5 degrees of warming.

There is a lot at stake if we miss the 1.5 degrees target. Entire island nations, a large portion of coral reefs and the
ecosystems they support, species endangered, reduction in harvest yields, increased natural disasters and the flow on for
insurance, health, safety, infrastructure and all associated costs.

“Even at 1.5°C of global heating, tough times are in store for the living planet. But the space between 1.5°C and
2°C of heating is a crucial battleground, within which risks to humanity and ecosystems amplify rapidly.
……
Limiting warming to 1.5°C will save the global economy trillions of dollars in the long run, even accounting for
the seemingly gargantuan cost of transitioning our energy systems. But this is more than just an economic or

2 Net Zero by 2050 – Analysis - IEA
1 IPCC report: ‘Code red’ for human driven global heating, warns UN chief | | UN News
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academic issue – its a matter of life and death for millions of humans and animal species, and a severe threat to
the well-being of billions”.3

The NSW Government has already committed to Net Zero by 2050, it is a start, but not enough. The pathway we take to
achieve the net zero goal matters, a lot. Outlined in Path to net zero is critical to climate outcome which maps the different4

climate outcomes of ‘early’ or ‘late’ emissions reductions towards net zero, it highlights the inadequacy of focussing on net
zero by 2050 alone instead of focusing on the pathway to achieving it:

“most company and government pledges focus on the year that net zero is reached, with limited awareness of
how critical the emissions pathway is in determining the climate outcome in both the near- and long-term’.
The research demonstrated that
“early action to reduce both emissions of carbon dioxide and methane simultaneously leads to the best climate
outcomes over all timescales.”

With the significant risk of triggering climate tipping points, beyond which warming accelerates and is much harder to
mitigate, we should be aiming for net zero emissions at a much greater pace and by no later than 2035. As many expert
speakers at the public hearing highlighted the proposed Narrabri coal mine extension would be an especially high emitting
mine, with methane a particular concern . A potent greenhouse gas methane reductions play a significant role in limiting5

warming levels in the next crucial decades. The significance of reducing methane now was highlighted by more than 100
countries signing the The Global Methane Pledge at the COP26 global climate summit and outlined in research covered in6

Path to net zero is critical to climate outcome7

“Early methane action has the largest impact on slowing the rate of warming over the next few decades.
When combined with early carbon dioxide mitigation, the slowdown is maximized”

The high emissions estimated from the Narrabri coal project extension outlined in the EIS should preclude the project from
approval but recent research from the Australian National University and the Australian Conservation Foundation reveals
that one in five coal, oil and gas projects is polluting significantly more than estimated at the proposal and approval stage.
Among the companies to emit substantially more than estimated was Whitehaven coal, including this project to date:

“Whitehaven was another major over-polluter with its Maules Creek coal mine emitting three to four times more
than estimated and its Narrabri coal mine emitting twice as much as estimated.”8

The potential underestimation of emissions might only be matched by what others demonstrated during the hearing are the
likely over-estimation of financial benefits flowing to NSW from the project to tax revenue. If the approach were taken to
view the estimated tax revenue in the light of historical tax contributions from Whitehaven to NSW, its estimation would
warrant more scrutiny.

As a developed country, Australia has the capacity and obligation to do more to reduce our emissions now. The Paris
Agreement has equity clauses that require us to shoulder more of the burden, because proportionately we have cumulatively
caused more of the harm and continue to have one of the highest per capita emissions rates in the world.9

As parents, we recognise the need for climate justice. We look with empathy to families globally who are experiencing
water and food crises right now, such as those in East Africa, where the UN estimates 13 million people are at risk of famine
currently as they endure prolonged drought . And while the issues around drought, famine and food insecurity are complex10

10 United Nations says 13 million face hunger as Horn of Africa drought worsens - ABC News
9 Australia shown to have highest greenhouse gas emissions from coal in world on per capita basis | Climate crisis | The Guardian
8 New research: Emissions blowouts rampant in Australia - Australian Conservation Foundation (acf.org.au)
7 Path to net zero is critical to climate outcome | Scientific Reports (nature.com)
6 COP26 methane pledge: 105 countries agree to 30 per cent cut in emissions by 2030 | New Scientist
5 Calls to reject 'gassy' extension of Whitehaven Coal's Narrabri mine over methane concerns - ABC News
4 Path to net zero is critical to climate outcome | Scientific Reports (nature.com)
3 Not convinced on the need for urgent climate action? Here's what happens to our planet between 1.5°C and 2°C of global warming (theconversation.com)
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the United Nations has made it clear the situation there is exacerbated by climate change and will only worsen. Children are
the most vulnerable during periods of famine and extreme food insecurity and parents in countries worst affected watch on
as their children go hungry exacerbated by a climate disaster they had little to no role in causing.

Intergenerational justice requires us to take responsibility to leave future generations a clean and healthy atmosphere and a
living world in which they can survive and thrive. In fact it was legally established in the Federal Court of Australian in the
Sharma v Minister for the Environment case that governments and their representative bodies have a

Duty to take “reasonable care …..to avoid causing personal injury or death to persons who were under 18 years
of age and ordinarily resident in Australia at the time of the commencement of this proceeding arising from
emissions of carbon dioxide into the Earth’s atmosphere.” 11

In conclusion this project would have a significant impact on worsening climate change, with limited to no scope for
mitigating or offsetting its substantial emissions. The financial and social benefits to NSW from the project would be
outweighed by the financial and social costs of climate change caused over decades to come. The project would place us
outside of our commitment to the Paris Climate Agreement, outside the NSW government commitments to 2030 climate
targets and outside the NSW government commitment to net zero by 2050.

In 2022, with all that we know, the proposal or approval of an extension to any coal mine out to the 2040s or beyond, let
alone a mine which many consider would be the dirtiest thermal coal project in Australia, is unconscionable.

The project must be rejected.

11 Sharma v Minister for the Environment (No 2) [2021] FCA 744 (Bromberg J) 8 July 2021
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