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 socio-economic positions. We seek non-partisan responses to climate change and its impacts. 
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 protect our children’s futures. 

 For more information, visit  www.ap4ca.org 
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 Submission 
 Australian Parents for Climate Action is  strongly  opposed  to the use of native forest wood “waste” in 
 the RET and recommends that eligibility be removed. 

 We also oppose use of plantation timber for biomass generation in cases where this could lead to 
 either: 

 ●  Encroachment on existing native forests; and/or 
 ●  Reduction of the amount of land available for rewilding 

 More broadly, given the abundant wind, solar, wave and other renewable energy resources Australia is 
 blessed with, we encourage the move away from burning  any  material as a way to make electricity. All 
 combustion releases carbon dioxide as well as emitting harmful particulate matter and other air 
 pollutants. 

 Expert analysis indicates a fully renewable electricity grid is possible with relatively  low levels of 
 storage  assuming transmission gaps and bottlenecks are alleviated. There is no need to burn biomass 
 to make electricity in Australia. 

 We noted in the  discussion paper  the consideration  as to whether burning native (or, for that matter, 
 plantation) forest biomass for electricity generation is carbon-neutral. We agree with concerns raised 
 by the Forests, Climate and Biomass Working Group of the Environmental Paper Network. 

 We note that the Australian Forest Products Association draws a long bow in their claim that “using 
 biomass for energy generation  can  provide carbon-neutral  renewable baseline [sic] power with no net 
 increase in carbon  if  the cycle of growth and harvest  is sustained” (emphasis added). It is inevitable 
 that harvesting and burning timber will speed up the natural rate at which those forests would have 
 died and decayed (releasing their stored carbon). We would challenge anyone to operate a 
 commercially viable biomass power station using a static forest asset over multiple growth and harvest 
 cycles. That would be the precondition of a sustainable growth and harvest cycle: new trees have to 
 grow back in the same spot before you can cut them down and burn them again. 

 Australia’s native forests are among the richest biomes on Earth  , some recognised as “global 
 biodiversity hotspots”, yet Australia has a horrific history and present of deforestation, which has 
 contributed to it having the  highest mammalian extinction  rate  of any country. This must end. 
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https://reneweconomy.com.au/a-near-100-per-cent-renewables-grid-is-well-within-reach-and-with-little-storage/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/a-near-100-per-cent-renewables-grid-is-well-within-reach-and-with-little-storage/
https://storage.googleapis.com/converlens-au-industry/industry/p/prj2217df5ac888f89281859/public_assets/consultation-paper-Native-Forest-Wood-Waste-in-the-RET.pdf
https://soe.dcceew.gov.au/
https://www.australiangeographic.com.au/news/2020/04/australias-threatened-mammals-have-declined-by-over-a-third-in-twenty-years-but-there-is-some-good-news/

