Joint Statement in Support of Extending
Federal Voting Rights to 16-Year-Olds

Today, 50 groups across the country stand together in support of extending voting rights
to 16- and 17-year-olds. We, the undersigned organisations, call on all Senators to vote
in favour of the Vote16 Act.

In the face of domestic and global challenges that are rapidly changing our world, we
need to do more to represent the interests of young Canadians. Voting is not merely a
privilege—it is a fundamental human right.

The call to extend the voting age is gaining momentum across the country. Taylor
Bachrach’s Right to Vote at 16 Act received the most parliamentary and civil society
support out of all bills of its kind in Canadian history. Politicians from the Liberal, Bloc
Québécois, New Democratic, and Green parties have all endorsed extending the voting
age. The evidence for 16-year-olds’ cognitive maturity, political knowledge, and quality
of vote choice conclusively demonstrates their electoral competence. New polling
shows strong support from Canadian 16- and 17-year-olds, signifying a collective
recognition of their own capacity. International experiences in 16 countries dispel all
doubts about their ability to make well-informed choices at the ballot box. In light of this
evidence, Canada can no longer justify their exclusion from the franchise.

As Canada’s population ages and voter turnout rates continue to decline, the push to
extend voting rights becomes increasingly important. What was once a distant dream
has now become an actionable policy for a more vibrant democracy. A wave of progress
is rising, and parliamentarians can either ride its crest or risk being left in its wake. The
Senate committee stage is the best opportunity for Parliament to start this process:
listen to the arguments, hear from experts, and consider the evidence.
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