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Arts for a Better Bay Area (ABBA) wants to learn about 
the D6 candidates' vision and support of local San 
Francisco arts and culture. We would love to hear your 
ideas and thoughts on the following questions.

1
District 6 has one of the 
City's largest artist 
communities; how will 
you support artist 
communities that are 
struggling in a 
post-pandemic economy?

MATT DORSEY 
DISTRICT 6 CANDIDATE

Art has always been a hallmark of San 
Francisco's culture and growth. The arts 
have and are playing a primary role in our 
city's economy, especially our post 
pandemic economy. I have fully supported 
Mayor Breed prioritizing the arts as a big 
part of our covid recovery efforts over the 
past few years as well. The city pivoted its 
funding to support individual artists 
especially during the pandemic. This led to 
funding major arts projects throughout the 
city to activate our open space and shared 
space programs. However, during the 
pandemic artists took to the streets to 
transform blank building walls into 
canvases for paint. Murals began to 
appear with messages of hope and 
perseverance. Artists used art to return 
spirit back to the city through public 
displays of art and performances. I support 
ongoing efforts to prioritize artist and 
community artorganizations throughout 
our city.

HONEY MAHOGANY
DISTRICT 6 CANDIDATE 

As a long time artist/performer I am a strong 
supporter of the arts. As a founder of the
Transgender District, co-author and proponent 
of 2018’s Prop-E: Arts for Everyone, a YBCA-
100 Honoree, and a venue owner in SOMA 
(hoping to re-open here) I have a firm 
commitment to the arts and will do everything 
I can to see them flourish in District 6. This 
includes findingn more ways to empower and 
pay artists for their work. While in the District 6 
Office as a legislative aide and Chief of Staff to 
Matt Haney, I helped direct funding to several 
place making activities (art on light boxes, 
murals, art on Big Belly trash cans, and more) 
throughout the district. I also directed funds to 
arts activities such as street festivals and 
cultural events that both help maintain the 
history of art and culture in District 6, and also 
help ensure that it is growing into the future.

About Arts for a Better Bay Area:
Mission: Arts for a Better Bay Area (ABBA) is a network of artists, 
advocates, and supporters dedicated to building community-wide 
solidarity to increase support and equitable access to the arts in the Bay 
Area. A coalition of individuals and organizations, we inform and mobilize 
the arts community through communitydriven action.

2
If you become supervisor 
of District 6, how will you 
support the 
entertainment  
businesses in your 
district that have been 
affected by the 
pandemic?

Our entertainment industry has been one 
of the hardest hit by the covid pandemic. 
Many establishments closed as a result 
and the remaining are still struggling to 
return to pre-pandemic activity. 

As Supervisor of District 6 it is crucial that 
we continue to provide grants for 
reopening, funding to encourage arts in 
all of our open space programs across 
towns, and partner with business groups 
including merchant groups and the 
tourist industry to create opportunities
for artists to exhibit and perform.

While in the District 6 Office I wrote the 
legislation creating the Music and Entertain-
ment Venue Recovery Fund - this fund was 
intended to help save venues in San Francisco 
from permanently closing by giving them 
grants to tide them over until money came in 
from the Federal Government. I also worked on 
legislation protecting entertainment spaces in 
the district.

As Supervisor, I intend to continue to expand 
upon protections and funding for entertain-
ment businesses and non-profits as I believe 
they will be central to our city’s recovery. I am 
also committed to working on comprehensive 
cleaning and safety plans to make District 6 
more welcoming to encourage both locals and 
visitors to go out and participate in a growing 
arts, entertainment, and nightlife scene

betterbayarea.org
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4
With many vacant 
storefronts and office 
spaces throughout the 
City and much in D6, 
what are your thoughts 
on how the arts can help 
to revision the district, 
spur civic engagement 
and help revitalize the 
area? Do you feel the 
arts and artists can play 
a role in this? To what 
level?

How will you support 
cultural equity in 
District 6, especially in 
communities with a 
long district history, 
such as the 
Filipino-American 
community?

I have been a strong supporter of the 
cultural districts throughout San Francisco. 
The Filipino-American cultural district is 
one of the first cultural districts in SF and 
has been a partner in helping us through 
the pandemic and post-pandemic recovery. 
I supported the measure that secured the 
funding from the Hotel tax ballot measure 
for arts and culture.

We need to maximize the effects by making 
more opportunities available for exhibition 
and performance, and we need to continue 
discussions and programs aimed at 
securing space for artists and arts 
organizations in all of our neighborhoods. In 
the next few years, securing arts and 
culture space for the present and the future 
will be a priority

Absolutely. Pop up stores with arts and 
performance are proving to be a successful 
addition to neighborhood commercial 
corridors. Art Walks, Arts Fairs, mural 
programs, performances in shared spaces, 
pop up art exhibitions in empty retails 
spaces - these all are being forwarded with 
Arts Commission and the Mayors’ office of 
economic and workforce development 
programs. I fully support continued funding 
for these efforts. This will be a meaningful 
compliment to ramp up our tourist activity 
across town, and ensure that the funding we 
need to support our arts continues to come 
in through increased stays in hotels. We 
need to maximize including the arts in all of 
our neighborhood programs to help our 
city’s post-pandemic economy.

As one of the co-author’s of the Cultural District 
Legislation, a founder of the Transgender 
District, and someone who played an important 
role in founding the Leather & LGBTQ Cultural 
District, I am firmly committed to equity and the 
success of the Cultural Districts. 

I believe the City has both an obligation and an 
economic interest in preserving the vitality of 
the Cultural Districts and helping them execute 
their Mission. To that end, I will work to ensure 
that the City supports the work of the cultural 
districts, as outlined by their Cultural History, 
Housing and Economic Sustainability Strategies 
(CHHESS) reports. As an aide in the District 6 
Office, I did this work by advocating to ensure 
that the Cultural Districts’ funding was made 
whole during the budget process. I have also 
worked with groups like SOMCAN and SOMA 
Pilipinas and West Bay and others to advocate 
for the preservation of affordable housing in the 
District, acquisition of small sites, and the 
prevention of displacement. As an aide I’ve also 
championed funding streams to increase 
access to resources such as affordable housing 
through culturally competent housing 
navigators and culturally appropriate services 
for Filipino, API, Arab, and Latinx communities.

Absolutely. While working in the District 6 
Office, we worked to create slow streets that 
allowed for farmer’s markets, merchant walks, 
and more. This enabled us to also help fund 
performances and festivals. We did this along 
Stevenson, Eagle Plaza, on Larkin Street, 
Folsom, in empty parking lots in the district and 
more. Activating space with arts helps bring 
people out - this activation makes our streets 
safer, brings more people to the area, and helps 
support our local businesses. I also would love 
to see District 6 continue to be covered in 
murals reflecting the rich diversity of this 
neighborhood to help beautify the district and 
also help remind us of our history.
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