
Why Australia needs strong nature laws

Australia has one of the worst extinction records on Earth.  
Our current environment laws are failing to protect our iconic 
animals and the forests, rivers and wetlands we love.

A once-in-a-decade review has recommended a complete overhaul of Australia’s national 

environment laws and an independent regulator to enforce them. This is our chance to restore 

ecosystems and bring our wildlife back from the brink.

Australians agree and 505,872 people, including 2,832 from the Northern Territory, have signed 

ACF’s petition demanding strong national laws that actually protect nature.

“The EPBC act is outdated and requires fundamental reform … to shy away from the fundamental 

reforms recommended by this Review is to accept the continued decline of our iconic places and 

the extinction of our most threatened plants, animals and ecosystems. This is unacceptable.”   

Professor Graeme Samuel AC, Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act Review.

We know what needs to be done to protect Australia and the Northern Territory’s unique 

plants, animals and ecosystems for future generations. Will you speak to the Minister for 

Environment and Water Tanya Plibersek about the urgent need for strong nature laws 

and an independent and well-resourced regulator to enforce them?
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Why the Northern Territory needs strong 
federal nature laws

The tropical savannahs and western-central arid zones that stretch 
across the NT have been identified by scientists as “collapsing” 
ecosystems, meaning they have undergone such substantial negative 
changes they may not recover.

Species that were once widespread in the NT and important for the health of ecosystems like the 

Burrowing bettong, Desert bandicoot and Lesser bilby are now Extinct.

It is only thanks to dedicated community members’ survey efforts that Endangered Gouldian 

Finches were discovered in bushland at Darwin’s Lee Point - an area approved for destruction 

for urban sprawl. The onus should not be on community members to monitor for threatened 

species in areas earmarked for destruction.

We need strong federal laws that actually protect the Northern Territory’s plants, 

animals and ecosystems.
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