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23 November 2022 

Hon Steven Miles MP 
Deputy Premier 
Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure 
 
c/- Director, Development Assessment Services 
Development Assessment Division 
Department of State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
 
Sent by email only: ministerial.callin@dsdilgp.qld.gov.au 

The Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) is Australia’s national environmental organisation. 
We are 700,000 people who speak out for the air we breathe, the water we drink and the places and 
wildlife we love. We are proudly independent, non-partisan and funded by donations from our 
community. 

Submission: Call in and refusal of Waratah Coal’s Galilee Power Station 

Dear Deputy Premier Steven Miles,  

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission regarding the approval of the proposed 
Waratah Coal Power Station. 

We strongly encourage you to exercise your power as Queensland Planning Minister to refuse this 
project.  

The negative impacts on Queensland of the Galilee Power Station are many and it is clearly against 
state interests.  
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Climate Impacts 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change1 has issued a stark warning that the world needs to 
keep global warming to an average of 1.5 degrees to avoid catastrophic climate change. Queensland is 
highly vulnerable to climate change through increased severity and frequency of extreme weather 
events such as heat waves, floods, cyclones and droughts.2 

New coal power stations like Waratah Coal’s Galilee Power Station must be refused to ensure that 
global warming is kept to relatively safe levels to protect Queensland and Queenslanders.3 Unless 
temperatures are kept to under 1.5 degrees most of the Great Barrier Reef will be lost. If global 
warming increases to 2 degrees there will be virtually no chance of saving the Great Barrier Reef. 

At 2 degrees warming, the IPCC anticipates with ‘very high confidence’ the loss of more than 99 
percent of coral reefs,4 and more recently that achieving the 1.5°C Paris Agreement target may be 
insufficient to prevent more frequent mass bleaching events.5 The risk of climate change to the reef is 
acknowledged in the Queensland Climate Transition Strategy, “the Great Barrier Reef is already being 
impacted by climate change, placing at risk the $6 billion and 69,000 jobs it contributes to our 
economy”. 

The biggest driver of climate change is the burning of fossil fuels; coal, oil and gas. In May 2021 the 
International Energy Agency (IEA) released the landmark report ‘Net Zero by 2050: A Roadmap For 
the Global Energy Sector6 and stated there can be no new coal, oil or gas projects from this year if the 
world is to keep warming to 1.5 degrees. 

 
 
 
 
1 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), Net Zero By 2050 (Report 2018). https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/  
2 Climate Council, ‘Welcome to Queensland: Renewable One Day, And The Next, And The Next (Report 2019). 
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/resources/welcome-queensland-renewable-report/  
3 Climate Analytics, ‘For climate's sake: coal free by 2030 Rational and timing of coal phase out in Australia under the 
Paris Agreement (Report Nov 2019). https://climateanalytics.org/publications/2019/for-climates-sake-coal-free-by-
2030/  
4 IPCC (Report 2018) Special Report Global Warming of 1.5°C. An IPCC Special Report on the impacts of global warming 
of 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels. https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/chapter/spm/  
5 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) (2022): Australasia. Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation 
and Vulnerability. Contribution of Working Group II to the Sixth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change. https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/  
6 International Energy Agency, ‘Net Zero by 2050: A Roadmap For The Global Energy Sector’, IEA (Report, May 2021) 
https://www.iea.org/reports/net-zero-by-2050  
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Economic Impacts 

Approving this coal power station is likely to leave Australians paying for a stranded asset in the very 
near future. This is a view supported by the Reserve Bank of Australia , who suggest “Australian coal-
related investments are at risk of becoming ‘stranded assets’ as lower export volumes and prices weigh on firm 
profitability”,7 even under policy scenarios with weaker climate ambition than we have today. 
Australia’s major trading partners have increased their commitments and are increasing their action 
on climate change.8  Carbon border adjustment mechanisms have already been committed to by the 
EU, with the US and UK looking to be close behind.9 Japan and South Korea’s net zero roadmaps 
point to steady increase in the deployment of renewables with green hydrogen firmly taking a front 
seat10,11. There is an urgent need for Queensland to develop a plan for the orderly yet rapid transition 
away from fossil fuel energy and fossil fuel exports to new opportunities that Queensland is so 
uniquely positioned to benefit from in a carbon constrained world. We acknowledge the recently 
released Energy and Jobs Plan, its target of 70% Renewables by 2032, and for all coal-fired power 
stations to be operating as clean energy hubs by 2035.12 We nonetheless stress the need for early 
emission reductions to reach the Paris targets. Approving this power station will reduce early 
emission reductions and make it nearly impossible to achieve such goals.  

The Australian Government’s 2021 Intergenerational Report (page 60) anticipates the decline of fossil 
fuels like coal and gas. The report states: 

“129 countries have committed to net zero emissions by 2050, including key trading partners 
such as Japan and South Korea, while China has committed to carbon neutrality by 2060. In 
2019-20, these 3 countries accounted for 87 per cent of Australia’s [Liquefied Natural Gas] 
exporpt value, 74 per cent of Australia’s thermal coal export value and 55 per cent of Australia’s 
metallurgical coal export value. 

 
 
 
 
7 Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) (2021). Towards Net Zero: Implications for Australia of Energy Policies in East Asia. 
https://www.rba.gov.au/publications/bulletin/2021/sep/pdf/towards-net-zero-implications-for-australia-of-
energy-policies-in-east-asia.pdf  
8 Climate Council, ‘Fact Sheet: Climate Ambition Summit (2020). 
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/resources/factsheet-climate-ambition-summit/  
9 The Australia Institute, ‘Carbon Border Adjustments: What are they and how will they impact Australia” (report, June 
2021). https://australiainstitute.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/P1031-Carbon-Border-AdjustmentsWEB.pdf  
10 Japan Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, “Japan’s Roadmap to Beyond Zero” (Report, December 2020). 
https://www.meti.go.jp/english/policy/energy_environment/global_warming/roadmap/report/20201212.html  
11 Republic of Korea “Carbon Neutral Strategy” (December 2020), 
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/LTS1_RKorea.pdf  
12 Queensland Energy and Jobs Plan (2022). https://www.epw.qld.gov.au/energyandjobsplan  
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These commitments by other countries, if fully implemented, are likely to reduce demand for 
unabated fossil fuels over some decades.” 

Even disregarding the climate imperative, renewable energy is set to rapidly replace fossil fuels due to 
economic factors,13 and fossil fuels are in terminal decline.14  

Policy Impacts:   

The construction of a new coal power station in Queensland is in direct conflict with a number of 
policies areas that have far reaching impacts on state interests and policies that Queenslanders have 
voted for multiple times:  

 30% emissions reduction below 2005 levels by 2030; 
 Zero net emissions by 2050; and 
 Majority public ownership of electricity generation assets 

It is also completely incompatible with the recently announced Queensland Energy and Jobs Plan 
which puts Queensland firmly on the path to being a renewable energy superpower and creating 
sustainable prosperity into the future.  

Waratah Coal has sought approval for this project through local government planning codes, laws 
designed for the approval of carports and swimming pools, not projects that have far reaching impacts 
on many areas of state interests. As a result, these issues of state interest were not adequately taken 
into consideration. It is exactly for this kind of eventuality that the Planning Minister has the power to 
call in and refuse projects.  

Approving this power station puts Australia’s bid to host the 2026 Conference of the Parties (COP) in 
partnership with Pacific Island Nations at risk, as some have recently stated they will not support 
Australia’s bid if it approves more fossil fuel developments.15 

 
 
 
 
13 International Renewable Energy Agency, Renewable Power Generation Costs in 2019 
https://www.irena.org/-
/media/Files/IRENA/Agency/Publication/2020/Jun/IRENA_Power_Generation_Costs_2019.pdf  
14 Elouise Fowler, ‘Fossil Fuel Demand In Terminal Decline: Report,’ Australian Financial Review, 2020 
https://www.afr.com/companies/energy/fossil-fuel-demand-in-terminal-decline-report-20200603-p54z35  
15 Adam Morton, ‘Australia to end new fossil fuel subsidies if it wants Pacific support to host climate summit, the 
Guardian, Nov 2022 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/17/australia-told-to-end-new-fossil-
fuel-subsidies-if-it-wants-pacific-support-to-host-climate-summit  



Suite 2 Telephone. +61 3 9345 1232 Email. acf@acf.org.au 
12 Browning Street www.acf.org.au @AusConservation 
South Brisbane QLD 4101 
ABN 22 007 498 482 

 

Summary:  

The negative climate, economic, social, health and environmental impacts this project will have on 
Queensland are many and far reaching. Therefore there is a clear responsibility for you as Queensland 
Planning Minister to refuse the Galilee Power Station.  

 
Jason Lyddieth 
Jason.Lyddieth@acf.org.au 
Senior Climate Campaigner 
Brisbane Qld 
Australian Conservation Foundation   


