
CRPSRQeQWV RI SE WaVKLQJWRQ RaLO SeUYLce E[SaQVLRQ SWXd\ & 2023-2025 BXdJeW

The recommendations below are based upon the research conducted b\
Solutionar\ Rail, available at Solutionar\Rail.org/lsrbarge2rail or via this QR
code. For more informaWion, acceVV Wo VpreadVheeWV, eWc. conWacW:
Bill Mo\er aW 206-356-9980, or info@SolXWionar\Rail.org

SROXWLRQaU\ RaLO VWURQJO\ VXJJeVWV WKaW WKe IROORZLQJ cRPSRQeQWV aUe LQcOXded LQ
GRYeUQRU IQVOee'V SOaQ IRU UeSOacLQJ WUaQVSRUWaWLRQ VeUYLceV RI WKe LSR daPV aQd aUe LQ
WKe VcRSe RI KLV SURSRVed WSDOT WUaQVSRUWaWLRQ VWXd\, RU SUeIeUabO\ OLVWed aV OLQe LWePV
LQ KLV SURSRVed 2023-2025 bXdJeW IRU WKe WaVKLQJWRQ VWaWe
OeJLVOaWLYe VeVVLRQ:

1. ReWXUQ WA VWaWe-RZQed PCC V\VWeP WUacN WR VeUYLce, specificall\:
a. Fallon to Pullman
b. Colfa[ to Pullman
c. Pullman to Moscow

2. Do a BeQeILW CRVW AQaO\VLV (BCA) RI UeWXUQLQJ CROXPbLa POaWeaX TUaLO (CPT) WR UaLO
VeUYLce. Include in the BCA the t\pical wear and tear, road safet\, and emissions costs of
the current state versus potential future with returned service.

Anal\]e the potential impacts on communit\ development, agricultural transport, and short
line/main line railroad price competition. Consider scenarios of Pasco to Hooper Junction,
Pasco to Benge, and Pasco to Chene\ area. Include options for connecting to other rail lines
such as in Hooper Junction, Pasco and north of Benge without losing most utili]ed northern
sections of the trail. Include impacts on freight capacit\ in the overall s\stem and the
potential of increased capacit\ to allow an e[pansion of passenger service, especiall\
between Pasco and Spokane and Pasco to Pullman.

3. Do a BCA RI UeWXUQLQJ VKRUW OLQe cRQQecWLYLW\ RQ a VeOecW QXPbeU RI
URXWeV. Include the potential to reduce truck miles traveled and cost to farmers,
emissions and road safet\. Anal\]e the impacts of and potential for additional
traffic from Idaho-based shippers. Assess the potential for each connection or
combination that opens options for deliver\ to more than one mainline and/or
Columbia River barge service to increase price competition and lower shipping
rates and e[pense to farmers on the following abandoned lines:

a. Thornton to Rosalia and Thornton to Oakesdale
b. Colfa[ to Garfield
c. Pullman to Uniontown
d. Bolles to Starbuck and L\ons Ferr\

4. Conduct AQaO\VLV RI TUacWLRQ YV BUaNLQJ PRZeU IRU UaLO in SE Washington.
Determine the feasibilit\ and BCA of replacing diesel-electric with batter\ electric
locomotives. Include consideration of discontinuous electrification in sections where
additional traction power ma\ be necessar\ for climbing a steeper than 1% grade
and where power generation from braking ma\ e[ceed batter\ charging capacit\.
Anal\]e the impact of fuel costs to short line operators and how fuel cost savings
can be passed on to farmers in the form of lower rates. Assess what charging
capacit\ is needed and where it needs to be located along the various routes.



5. Investigate the potential of transitioning an e[SaQded WA VWaWe-RZQed UaLO V\VWeP WR aQ
OSeQ AcceVV V\VWeP that shares the track with various operators moving freight as well as
passengers. Address what would be necessar\ to transition e[isting contracts, what benefits
would each current operator gain, and what potential this could have on rates, service,
shipper utili]ation, and increased traffic, and methods of managing that traffic.

6. Investigate whether the current trend and assumptions on building 110-car unit trains for
class 1 railroads is necessar\, and in what VceQaULRV VKRUWeU WUaLQV PeeW WKe VeUYLce
QeedV RI IaUPeUV and/or are superior for short hauls or hauls that terminate at a Columbia
River barge loading facilit\.

7. Anal\]e the impacts of potential barge to rail mode shift and whether the JUaLQ caU
LQYeQWRU\ is adequate to guarantee farmers and co-ops reliable service, or whether
investments in new cars are necessar\. Recommend a method for addressing shortfalls and
managing future allocation of cars.

8. EVWabOLVK a RaLO SROXWLRQV OIILce (SRO) ZLWK IXQdLQJ IRU VWaII LQVLde RU LQdeSeQdeQW RI
WSDOT WR SaUWQeU ZLWK PXQLcLSaOLWLeV, cRXQWLeV, SRUW aXWKRULWLeV, PCC RaLO AXWKRULW\,
cR-RSV, aQd eOeYaWRU RSeUaWRUV WR e[SaQd UaLO-UeOaWed caSacLW\ IRU IUeLJKW, JUaLQ, aQd,
ZKeUe UeOeYaQW, SaVVeQJeUV. Mandate the RSO to assist partners with identif\ing and
procuring funding from the federal government such as FRA, USDA, DoE, and regulator\
support or intervention from the STB. The SRO office would be tasked with but not limited to
the following:

A. Providing focused and urgent attention to:
a. Port of Wilma train loading capacit\ and possible additional siding
b. Almota elevator access to GRNW tracks and potential recover\ of siding
c. Central Ferr\ Terminal train loading capacit\, possible additional siding
d. Hw\ 127 bridge for additional traffic from Pomero\ Grain Growers
e. New rail spur, siding, and train loading configuration at L\ons Ferr\ elevator

B. Supporting the restoration and establishment of elevator and train loading capacit\ at
sites along current PCC s\stem such as Albion, Whelan and Pullman

C. Supporting infrastructure along the CPT, such as:
a.  Elevator to Train conve\or between CPT and Windust
b.  Return of trackside elevator and rebuild siding in Kahlotus
c.  Return of trackside elevator and rebuild siding in Washtucna
d.  Train to barge transloading capacit\ improvements at Tri-Cities Grain in Pasco

D. If eventuall\ necessar\, aiding in the recovering of elevator and train loading capacit\ at
sites along an\ other additions to the PCC s\stem such as the Pullman to Uniontown, Colfa[
to Garfield, and Bolles to L\ons Ferr\ sections.

TaNLQJ acWLRQ RQ WKe abRYe LQ WKe 2023 OeJLVOaWLYe VeVVLRQ LV aQ eVVeQWLaO VWeS WRZaUd
accRPSOLVKLQJ WKe GRYeUQRU¶V VWaWed JRaO RI UeSOacLQJ daP VeUYLceV, ZKLOe SURYLdLQJ
PXOWLSOe beQeILWV WR IaUPeUV, cRPPXQLWLeV, aQd WKe eQYLURQPeQW LQ SE WaVKLQJWRQ VWaWe.


