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Dear Grant County Commissioners, 
 

The New Mexico Chapter of Backcountry Hunters & Anglers (NMBHA) seeks to safeguard North 
America’s outdoor heritage of hunting and fishing in a natural setting through education and work on 
behalf of wild public lands and waters. Our North American organization (BHA) represents over 350,000 
members and supporters and chapters in 48 states, Washington, D.C., two Canadian provinces, and one 
Canadian territory. Lack of access is cited by U.S. sportsmen and women as the number one reason they 
stop pursuing their passions of hunting and fishing. For that reason, NMBHA’s work includes enhancing 
and maintaining hunting and fishing access for sportsmen and women throughout North America, but 
particularly on behalf of our 500 members in New Mexico.  

It recently came to our attention that there is a resolution to close 4.1 miles of Bald Knoll Road in Grant 
County. It’s our understanding that this road was previously maintained by the county, has a well-
established history of public use, and facilitates public access to approximately 5,000 acres of public and 
state lands. While we understand there can be challenges with balancing the access needs of multiple 
users and landowners and maintenance needs, we urge you to allow for robust discussion and public 
comment on this resolution before any final decision is made. Closing a road that provides access to 
public land simply because it is an inconvenience is unacceptable and sets a bad precedence for future 
requests like this one. New Mexico BHA would like the board to consider alternatives to closing this road, 
such as rerouting it, if the real concern is liability from proximity to house and barn. In addition, we 
recommend exploring alternative funding mechanisms to cover the roughly $6K annually required for 
maintenance of this road section. 

We plan to have a local member visit the area and will be in contact with the BLM, State Land Office, key 
decision makers and other NGOs to ensure due diligence is given to this decision and an outcome is 
reached that is acceptable to public interests.  

Thank you for your consideration and attention to this matter. We look forward to engaging on behalf of 
public land users in New Mexico and beyond. 

 

Respectfully, 

Chuck Tripp, Chairman  
New Mexico Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 

 


