
MINUTES 
For the Executive Committee Meeting of the British Columbia Federation of Students 
Friday, December 3 to Sunday, December 5 2021 • Richmond 
 

16:39 the meeting was called to order by Chairperson Chirino. Attendance was as follows: 

Executive Members Present 

Campaigns Coordinator ......................................................................................... Quinn Cunninghham 
Chairperson........................................................................................................... Melissa Chirino 
Indigenous Students’ Representative ..................................................................... Tashia Kootenayoo 
Representative–Local 04 Members ........................................................................ Aashna Thapar 
Representative–Local 06 Members ........................................................................ Amrita Ramkumar 
Representative–Local 12 Members ........................................................................ Ahmed Ahmed 
Representative–Local 13 Members ........................................................................ Sean Desrochers 
Representative–Local 15 Members ........................................................................ Christopher Scarlatti 
Representative–Local 17 Members ........................................................................ Puneet Kaur 
Secretary-Treasurer .............................................................................................. Michael Gauld 
Women Students’ Representative  ......................................................................... Haby Ka 

Executive Members Absent  

Representative–Local 10 Members ........................................................................ Ishika Tripathi 
Representative–Local 16 Members ........................................................................ Hemvir Singh 
Representative–Local 20 Members ........................................................................ Abby Dooks 

Executive Members Vacant  

Representative–Local 01 Members 
Representative–Local 02 Members 
Representative–Local 05 Members 
Representative–Local 14 Members 
Representative–Local 21 Members 
Representative–Local 22 Members 

Staff Present 

Director-Operations ............................................................................................... Phoebe Lo Patigdas 
Local Staff–Local 01 .............................................................................................. Megan Potter 
Local Staff–Local 04 .............................................................................................. Amy Barry 
Local Staff–Local 06 .............................................................................................. Andrew Dalton 
Local Staff–Local 12 .............................................................................................. Jason Evans 
Local Staff–Local 14 .............................................................................................. Golnoosh Namazi 
Local Staff–Local 15 .............................................................................................. Carissa Wilson  
Local Staff–Local 16 .............................................................................................. Sydney Sullivan 
Local Staff–Local 17 .............................................................................................. Michel Turcotte  
Local Staff–Local 21 .............................................................................................. Alex Nguyen  
Organiser .............................................................................................................. Jenelle Davies  
Organiser–Services ............................................................................................... Jill Adams 
Researcher............................................................................................................ Arielle Reid 

Guests 

Representative–Local 01 ....................................................................................... Olivia Cundiff 
Representative–Local 14 ....................................................................................... Jaahljuu 
Representative–Local 16 ....................................................................................... Dilara Ors 
Representative–Local 21 ....................................................................................... Lief Garrett 
Health Sciences Association staff .......................................................................... Bobby Chavarie 
 

Chirino acknowledged that they were chairing the meeting on the traditional uncedeed territories of the Katzie, 
Tsawwassen, Kwantlen, and Musqueam, and asked that participants think about and acknowledge the Nation 
on whose territory they work and live. 
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1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

2021/12:01 MOTION 
Scarlatti/Ramkumar 

Be it resolved that the agenda be adopted. 

CARRIED 

2. LOGISTICAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Patigdas provided an overview of the hotel and meeting logistics in order to ensure participants could 
effectively participate in the meeting.  

3. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE COMPOSITION 

a. Receipt of Resignations of Members 

Chirino reported that no resignations had been received. 

b. Acceptance of New Executive Committee Members 

Chirino reported that the Executive Committee is in receipt of five appointments. 

2021/12:02 MOTION 
Cunningham/Desrochers 

Be it resolved that Olivia Cundiff be accepted as the Local 01 Members’ Representative. 

CARRIED 

2021/12:03 MOTION 
Kootenayoo/Kaur 

Be it resolved that Jaahljuu be accepted as the Local 14 Members’ Representative. 

CARRIED 

2021/12:04 MOTION 
Thapar/Scarlatti 

Be it resolved that Dilara Ors be accepted as the Local 16 Members’ Representative. 

CARRIED 

2021/12:05 MOTION 
Ramkumar/Desrochers 

Be it resolved that Lief Garrett be accepted as the Local 21 Members’ Representative. 

CARRIED 

2021/12:06 MOTION 
Kaur/Scarlatti 

Be it resolved that Isobel Casey be accepted as the Local 22 Members’ Representative. 

CARRIED 

4. PRESENTATION BY THE HEALTH SCIENCES ASSOCIATION  

Bobby Chavarie staff from Health Sciences Association presented on the importance of students’ unions 
and labour unions working together, as well as ways organizations can work together to carry 
accessibility of public services. For example, identifying the champions within your institution that has 
relations with different organizations. He also recommended figuring out who isn’t at the table and 
identifying voices that are not included (students in particular). 

A discussion was held on different opportunities to connect with labour unions and other community 
organisations to approach and move the advocacy work of the students’ union forward. 
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5. REVIEW OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS  

a. Review of Legal Affairs* 

2021/12:07 MOTION 
Cunningham/Kaur  

Be it resolved that the meeting move into camera without staff present. 

CARRIED 

18:15 the meeting moved in-camera.  

b. Consideration of Staffing Issues* 

18:35 the meeting moved ex-camera. 

2021/12:08 MOTION 
Cunnigham/Scarlatti 

Be it resolved that the Memorandum of Settlement be accepted. 

CARRIED 

2021/12:09 MOTION 
Desrochers/Ors 

Be it resolved that the hiring committee be empowered to hire two temporary positions for 
contract jobs, if needed.  

CARRIED 

c. Review of Changes to the Societies Act 

Davies presented on the changes to the Societies Act and how it directly affects students’ 

unions and further discussed what are the next best steps to take on. Member locals are 

encouraged to review their by-laws and internal structures to ensure congruency to the current 

Societies Act and to reach out to the Federation if assistance is needed.  

6. COMMUNICATIONS  

Gauld provided an overview of the Media Report and Press Review.  

2021/12:10 MOTION 
Garrett/Cundiff 

Be it resolved that the Media Report be adopted. 

CARRIED 

Discussion on ways to engage students in social media by survey of members to figure out more 

information about how and which platform they use most. 

2021/12:11 MOTION 
Gauld/Kootenayoo 

Be it resolved that the meeting recess for the evening. 

CARRIED 

18:41 the meeting recessed. 

10:16 the meeting was called to order by Secretary-Treasurer Gauld. Attendance was as follows: 

Executive Members Present 

Campaigns Coordinator ......................................................................................... Quinn Cunninghham 
Chairperson........................................................................................................... Melissa Chirino 
Indigenous Students’ Representative ..................................................................... Tashia Kootenayoo 
Representative–Local 01 Members ........................................................................ Olivia Cundiff 
Representative–Local 04 Members ........................................................................ Aashna Thapar 
Representative–Local 06 Members ........................................................................ Amrita Ramkumar 
Representative–Local 12 Members ........................................................................ Ahmed Ahmed 
Representative–Local 13 Members ........................................................................ Sean Desrochers 
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Representative–Local 15 Members ........................................................................ Christopher Scarlatti 
Representative–Local 16 Members ........................................................................ Dilara Ors 
Representative–Local 17 Members ........................................................................ Puneet Kaur 
Representative–Local 21 Members ........................................................................ Lief Garrett 
Representative–Local 22 Members ........................................................................ Isobel Casey 
Secretary-Treasurer .............................................................................................. Michael Gauld 
Women Students’ Representative  ......................................................................... Haby Ka 

Executive Members Absent  

Representative–Local 10 Members ........................................................................ Ishika Tripathi 
Representative–Local 14 Members ........................................................................ Jaahljuu  
Representative–Local 20 Members ........................................................................ Abby Dooks 

Executive Members Vacant  

Representative–Local 02 Members 
Representative–Local 05 Members 

Staff Present 

Director-Operations ............................................................................................... Phoebe Lo Patigdas 
Local Staff–Local 01 .............................................................................................. Megan Potter 
Local Staff–Local 04 .............................................................................................. Amy Barry 
Local Staff–Local 06 .............................................................................................. Andrew Dalton 
Local Staff–Local 12 .............................................................................................. Jason Evans 
Local Staff–Local 14 .............................................................................................. Golnoosh Namazi 
Local Staff–Local 15 .............................................................................................. Carissa Wilson  
Local Staff–Local 16 .............................................................................................. Sydney Sullivan 
Local Staff–Local 17 .............................................................................................. Michel Turcotte  
Organiser .............................................................................................................. Jenelle Davies  
Organiser–Services ............................................................................................... Jill Adams 
Researcher............................................................................................................ Arielle Reid 

7. REVIEW OF CAMPAIGNS AND GOVERNMENT RELATIONS  

a. 2021-22 Campaigns and Government Relations Plan 

i. Central Campaigns 

Fund it, Fix it. 

Chirino provided an overview of the new Fund it, Fix it. campaign materials and facilitated a 
planning session to assist locals in securing community endorsements for the campaign. 

Knock Out Interest 

Chirino facilitated a discussion on how the Federation and Locals can re-engage members with 
the campaign in order to push Liberals to take action on removing interest on Federal student 
loans. 

ii. Supporting Campaigns 

Fairness For International Students 

Reid provided an update on the progress made on updating the Fairness for International 
Students research document. Reid encouraged member locals to send local-specific issues and 
stories.  

Chirino provided an update on the creation of the story collecting tool. The group discussed 
ways to get international students engaged with the new tool. 

Open Textbooks Now! 

Locals reported on implementation of this campaign on their campuses. 

Build Back BC  

Davies provided an update on the new materials and the Federation’s recent meeting with 
Construction Maintenace and Allied Workers Canada 

iii. Coalition Campaigns 
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Moose Hide 

Locals reported on implementation of this campaign on their campuses. 

Period Promise 

Locals reported on implementation of this campaign on their campuses. 

Reid encouraged locals to present the provision of reusable menstrual products as part of the 
institutions’ sustainability goals. Universities Canada was suggested to be an ally of the 
campaign goals. 

2021/12:12 MOTION 
Ramkumar/Kaur 

Be it resolved that the meeting recess for lunch. 

CARRIED 

13:28 the meeting recessed 

14:40 the meeting reconvened  

14:40 Local 14 Member Representative Jaahljuu arrived 

14:40 Local 21 Staff Alex Nguyen arrived  

iv. Awareness Campaigns 

Reconciliation Through Education 

Gauld provided an update on the status of the campaign redevelopment. 

b. General Relations with the Government and Opposition Parties 

i. General Relations with the Government 

Davies provided an update on the select standing committee recommendation. 

Davies also provided an update on the digital learning advisory. 

Local Representatives reported on meetings with local and provincial government officials. 

Chirino facilitated a discussion on Here2talk. 

ii. General Relations with the Federal Government 

Gauld reported on the work the FSAA is undertaking to update the federal lobby document and 
the tentative plans to hold an in-person lobby week next year.  

c. Update on Coalition and Solidarity Work 

i. General Relations with Coalition Partners 

Gauld reported TRAC meetings that took place during the reporting period. 

Davies provided an update on the paid sick leave committee. 

ii. Extra-Provincial Students’ Union Relations 

Gauld reported on work undertaken with students’ union partners in Alberta and Saskatchewan, 
in particular their participation in and feedback from the 36th Annual Skills Development 
Symposium. 

16:03 Local 14 Member Representative Jaahljuu left 

d. Lobby Days 

 Gauld reported on the meetings held during Lobby Week.  

e. Adoption of Campaigns, Government Relations, and Solidarity Report 

2021/12:13 MOTION 
Ramkumar/Thapar 

Be it resolved that the Campaigns, Government Relations, and Solidarity Report be adopted. 

CARRIED 
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8. REVIEW OF RECENT AND FUTURE FEDERATION MEETINGS 

a. 40th Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

Patigdas stated that the 40th Annual General Meeting has been scheduled for January 13 to 16, 
2021 at the Vancouver Sheraton Airport Hotel in Richmond. 

i. Review of Meeting Logistics 

Patigdas provided an overview of organising to date. 

ii. Introduction to the AGM Session 

Davies provided an overview of the delegates’ prepatory session. 

iii. Review of Workshops, Guest Speakers and Panels 

Chirino provided an overview of the block agenda and sessions thus far confirmed. 

iv. Motions for Consideration 

Davies reviewed motions to be moved by the executive.  

2021/12:14 MOTION 
Garrett/Kaur 

Be it resolved that the motion to amend Internal Affairs Section B be referred to the 40th AGM 
opening plenary. 

CARRIED 

2021/12:15 MOTION 
Desrochers/Scarlatti 

Be it resolved that the motion to amend Bylaw XIX be referred to the 40th AGM plenary. 

CARRIED 

v. Ratification of the Plenary Chair 

2021/12:16 MOTION 
Cunningham/Thapar 

Be it resolved that Ashkon Hashemi be appointed Plenary Chair for the 40th AGM. 

CARRIED 

vi. Election Protocols 

Davies provided an overview of the election protocols. 

2021/12:17 MOTION 
Casey/Amrita 

Be it resolved that BCITSA, UVSS, NUGSS and FSAA be invited to the 40th AGM as 
observers. 

CARRIED 

9. REVIEW OF FEDERATION FINANCES  

a. Review of 2020-21 Revenue and Expenditures 

Gauld provided an overview of the 3-month actuals of the Federation’s 2021-22 revenue and 
expenses. 

2021/12:18 MOTION 

Desrochers/Ramkumar 

Be it resolved that the first loan payment be deferred to the 2022-23 year. 
Be it further resolved that the Loan Repayment schedule be adjusted to begin 2022-23 and 
end 2031-32. 

CARRIED 
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b. Adoption of Finance Report 

2021/12:19 MOTION 

Kaur/Cunningham 

Be it resolved that the Finance Report be adopted. 

CARRIED 

2021/12:20 MOTION 
Garrett/Casey 

Be it resolved that the meeting recess for the evening. 

CARRIED 

18:32 the meeting recessed 

10:04 the meeting was called to order by Secretary-Treasurer Gauld. Attendance was as follows: 

Executive Members Present 

Campaigns Coordinator ......................................................................................... Quinn Cunningham 
Chairperson........................................................................................................... Melissa Chirino 
Indigenous Students’ Representative ..................................................................... Tashia Kootenayoo 
Representative–Local 01 Members ........................................................................ Olivia Cundiff 
Representative–Local 04 Members ........................................................................ Aashna Thapar 
Representative–Local 06 Members ........................................................................ Amrita Ramkumar 
Representative–Local 13 Members ........................................................................ Sean Desrochers 
Representative–Local 15 Members ........................................................................ Christopher Scarlatti 
Representative–Local 17 Members ........................................................................ Puneet Kaur 
Representative–Local 21 Members ........................................................................ Lief Garrett 
Representative–Local 22 Members ........................................................................ Isobel Casey 
Secretary-Treasurer .............................................................................................. Michael Gauld 
Women Students’ Representative  ......................................................................... Haby Ka 

Executive Members Absent  

Representative–Local 10 Members ........................................................................ Ishika Tripathi 
Representative–Local 12 Members ........................................................................ Ahmed Ahmed 
Representative–Local 14 Members ........................................................................ Jaahljuu 
Representative–Local 16 Members ........................................................................ Dilara Ors 
Representative–Local 20 Members ........................................................................ Abby Dooks 

Executive Members Vacant  

Representative–Local 02 Members 
Representative–Local 05 Members 

Staff Present 

Director-Operations ............................................................................................... Phoebe Lo Patigdas 
Local Staff–Local 01 .............................................................................................. Megan Potter 
Local Staff–Local 04 .............................................................................................. Amy Barry 
Local Staff–Local 06 .............................................................................................. Andrew Dalton 
Local Staff–Local 14 .............................................................................................. Golnoosh Namazi 
Local Staff–Local 15 .............................................................................................. Carissa Wilson  
Local Staff–Local 16 .............................................................................................. Sydney Sullivan 
Local Staff–Local 17 .............................................................................................. Michel Turcotte  
Local Staff–Local 21 .............................................................................................. Alex Nguyen  
Organiser .............................................................................................................. Jenelle Davies  
Organiser–Services ............................................................................................... Jill Adams 
Researcher............................................................................................................ Arielle Reid 
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10. RECEIPT OF REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

a. Report of Local Representatives 

2021/12:21 MOTION 

Scarlatti/Garrett 

Be it resolved that the report of Local 1 Members’ Representative Cundiff, for the period 
Saturday, September 18, 2021 to Friday, November 26, 2021, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 

2021/12:22 MOTION 

Scarlatti/Cundiff 

Be it resolved that the report of Local 4 Members’ Representative Thapar, for the period 
Saturday, September 18, 2021 to Friday, November 26, 2021, be adopted. 

CARRIED 

10:14 Local 16 Member Representative Ors arrived. 

10:14 Local 12 Member Representative Ahmed arrived. 

 

2021/12:23 MOTION 

Cunningham/Ors 

Be it resolved that the report of Local 6 Members’ Representative Ramkumar, for the period 
Saturday, September 18, 2021 to Friday, November 26, 2021, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 

2021/12:24 MOTION 

Kaur/Desrochers 

Be it resolved that the report of Local 12 Members’ Representative Ahmed, for the period 
Saturday, September 18, 2021 to Friday, November 26, 2021, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 

2021/12:25 MOTION 

Garrett/Scarlatti 

Be it resolved that the report of Local 13 Members’ Representative Desrochers, for the period 
Saturday, September 18, 2021 to Friday, November 26, 2021, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 

10:27 Local 12 Staff Evans arrived 

10:38 Local 14 Member Representative Jaahljuu arrived. 

2021/12:26 MOTION 

Cunningham/Thapar 

Be it resolved that the report of Local 14 Members’ Representative Jaahljuu, for the period 
Saturday, September 18, 2021 to Friday, November 26, 2021, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 

2021/12:27 MOTION 

Ors/Desrochers 

Be it resolved that the report of Local 15 Members’ Representative Scarlatti, for the period 
Saturday, September 18, 2021 to Friday, November 26, 2021, be adopted. 

CARRIED 
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2021/12:28 MOTION 

Ka/Thapar 

Be it resolved that the report of Local 16 Members’ Representative Singh, for the period 
Saturday, September 18, 2021 to Friday, November 26, 2021, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 
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2021/12:29 MOTION 

Ramkumar/Garrett 

Be it resolved that the report of Local 17 Members’ Representative Kaur, for the period 
Saturday, September 18, 2021 to Friday, November 26, 2021, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 

2021/12:30 MOTION 

Cundiff/Kaur 

Be it resolved that the report of Local 21 Members’ Representative Garrett, for the period 
Saturday, September 18, 2021 to Friday, November 26, 2021, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 

b. Report of the Chairperson 

2021/12:31 MOTION 

Ors/Scarlatti 

Be it resolved that the report of Chairperson Chirino, for the period Saturday, September 18, 
2021 to Friday, November 26, 2021, be adopted. 

CARRIED  

c. Report of the Secretary-Treasurer 

2021/12:32 MOTION 

Desrochers/Kaur 

Be it resolved that the report of Secretary-Treasurer Gauld, for the period Saturday, 
September 18, 2021 to Friday, November 26, 2021, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 

11. REVIEW OF FEDERATION SERVICES 

a. Student Discount Program 

Discount Solicitation 

A discussion was held regarding Local promotion of the service.  

2021/12:33 MOTION 

Ramkumar/Ors 

Be it resolved that the Discount Program Report be adopted. 

CARRIED 

b. Membership Development Products 

Adams reported on the 2021-22 Winter order. 

2021/12:34 MOTION 

Scarlatti/Garrett 

Be it resolved that the Membership Development Products Report be adopted. 

CARRIED 

c. Members’ Handbook and Dayplanner 

Adams reported on the organising to date for the 2022-23 handbook production.  

A roundtable discussion was conducted to provide feedback about the handbooks. 

d. Insurance Services*  

2021/12:35 MOTION 

Ramkumar/Scarlatti 
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Be it resolved that the Member Support and Wellness Report be adopted. 

CARRIED 

e. 36th Skills Development Symposium 

i. 36th Skills Development Symposium  

The 36th Skills Development Symposium occured on November 5 to 7, 2021. The Executive 
Committee discussed the following: 

• Review of Workshops 

• Review of Logistics 

• Review of Materials 

• Review of Socials 

ii. 37th Skills Development Symposium 

Patigdas provided a report on the organising to date for the 37th Skills Development 
Symposium. 

12. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES 

2021/12:36 MOTION 

Kaur/Garrett 

Be it resolved that the minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held September 24 to 26, 
2021 be adopted. 

CARRIED 

13. REVIEW OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING DATES 

Chirino reported that the upcoming Executive Committee meetings would be held: 

• March 11 to 13, 2022 

• June 15 to 17, 2022 (tentative) 

14. OTHER BUSINESS 

15. ADJOURNMENT 

2021/12:37 MOTION 

Garrett/Scarlatti 

Be it resolved that the meeting adjourn. 

 CARRIED 

13:08 the meeting adjourned. 

* Denotes in-camera 
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