
MINUTES 
For the Executive Committee Meeting of the British Columbia Federation of Students 
Friday, October 13 to Sunday, October 15, 2023 • Delta 
 
16:36 the meeting was called to order by Chairperson Chirino. Attendance was as follows: 
Executive Members Present 
Chairperson ............................................................................................................... Melissa Chirino 
Director at Large ....................................................................................................... Alyzea Merchant 
Director at Large ....................................................................................................... Aashna Thapar 
Director at Large ....................................................................................................... Mehre Dlir 
Indigenous Caucus Chairperson ............................................................................... Douglas Treloar 
Representative–Local 02 Members .......................................................................... Gagan Deep Singh 
Representative–Local 04 Members .......................................................................... Jasvir Singh 
Representative–Local 05 Members .......................................................................... Anel Jazybayeva 
Representative–Local 06 Members .......................................................................... Ava Ferenc 
Representative–Local 10 Members .......................................................................... Ishika Tripathi 
Representative–Local 12 Members .......................................................................... Lakshay Karnwal 
Representative–Local 15 Members .......................................................................... Michel Hernandez 
Granados 
Representative–Local 17 Members .......................................................................... Jagjeet Singh 
Representative–Local 20 Members .......................................................................... Rozanna Rosarydasan 
Secretary-Treasurer .................................................................................................. Jessie Niikoi 
Executive Members Absent  
Director at Large ....................................................................................................... Cole Reinbold 
Representative–Local 01 Members .......................................................................... Maxine Cristobal 
Representative–Local 13 Members .......................................................................... Sarah Mei Lyana 
Representative–Local 14 Members .......................................................................... Lily Trimmer 
Representative–Local 16 Members .......................................................................... Airan Sahagun 
Representative–Local 21 Members .......................................................................... Lief Garrett 
Staff Present 
Director-Membership Development .......................................................................... Michael Gauld 
Director-Operations ................................................................................................... Phoebe Lo Patigdas 
Local Staff–Local 01 .................................................................................................. Megan Gray 
Local Staff–Local 02 .................................................................................................. Navjot Singh Brar 
Local Staff–Local 04 .................................................................................................. Damon Robinson 
Local Staff–Local 05 .................................................................................................. Nathan Lane 
Local Staff–Local 06 .................................................................................................. Andrew Dalton 
Local Staff–Local 12 .................................................................................................. Jason Evans 
Local Staff–Local 15 .................................................................................................. Carissa Wilson  
Local Staff–Local 16 .................................................................................................. Brynn Joyce 
Local Staff–Local 17 .................................................................................................. Michel Turcotte  
Organiser–Services ................................................................................................... Jill Adams 
Researcher ................................................................................................................ Arielle Reid 
Guests 
Observer-Local 01 ..................................................................................................... Ben Harris 
Observer-Local 16 ..................................................................................................... Jessica Ligeralde 
Observer-Local 20 ..................................................................................................... Ekpeno Ukut 
Observer-Local 21 ..................................................................................................... Jessica Lamb 
 
Chairperson Chirino acknowledged that they were chairing the meeting on the traditional unceded territories of 
the Tsawwassen, Musqueam and Hun’quimi’num peoples and asked that participants think about and 
appreciate this throughout the weekend and acknowledge the Nation on whose territory they work and live. 

1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
2023/10:01 MOTION 

Ferenc/Rosarydasan 
Be it resolved that the agenda be adopted. 
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CARRIED 

2. LOGISTICAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Director-Operations Patigdas provided an overview of the hotel and meeting logistics in order to ensure 
participants could effectively participate in the meeting.  
Researcher Reid provided information on the Grievance Committee terms of reference, current 
members, and how meeting participants can reach the committee members. 

3. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE COMPOSITION 
a. Receipt of Resignations of Members 

Chairperson Chirino reported that the Executive Committee is not in receipt of any resignations.  
b. Acceptance of New Executive Committee Members 

Chairperson Chirino reported that the Executive Committee is in receipt of one appointment letter. 

2023/10:02 MOTION 
Dlir/Jas. Singh 
Be it resolved that Benjamin Harris be appointed the Local 1 Members’ Representative. 
CARRIED 

2023/10:03 MOTION 
Hernandez Granados/Jag. Singh 
Be it resolved that guests present be granted speaking rights. 
CARRIED 

4. HIGHLIGHTS, LOWLIGHTS: FALL 2023 
A roundtable discussion was held to debrief the first few weeks of the Fall semester, including the 
Local’s highlights, what went well, low lights, and what could be improved.  

5. REVIEW OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS  
a. Consideration of Staffing Issues* 

17:16 the meeting moved in camera. 
17:23 the meeting moved ex-camera. 

2023/10:04 MOTION 
Treloar/Jas. Singh 
Be it resolved that Organiser Davies’ one year leave be approved. 
CARRIED 

6.  REVIEW OF FEDERATION FINANCES  
a. Review of 2022-23 Revenue and Expenditures 

Director-Operations Patigdas provided an overview of the 12-month actuals of the Federation’s 
2022-23 revenue and expenses and the 2-month actuals of the Federation’s 2023-24 revenue and 
expenses. 

2023/10:05 MOTION 
Merchant/Dlir 
Be it resolved that Organiser-Services Adams be appointed as a signing officer. 
CARRIED 
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b. Adoption of Finance Report 

2023/10:06 MOTION 
Jag. Singh/Rosarydasan 
Be it resolved that the Finance Report is adopted. 
CARRIED 

7. COMMUNICATIONS  
a. Presentation of Media Report and Press Review 

Secretary-Treasurer Niikoi provided a report on media gained during the reporting period.   

2023/10:07 MOTION 
G. Singh/Merchant 
Be it resolved that the Media Report and Press Review be adopted. 
CARRIED 

2023/10:08 MOTION 
Harris/Treloar 
Be it resolved that the meeting recess for the evening. 
CARRIED 

17:37 the meeting recessed. 
10:04 the meeting was called to order by Secretary-Treasurer Niikoi. Attendance was as follows: 
Executive Members Present 
Chairperson ............................................................................................................... Melissa Chirino 
Director at Large ....................................................................................................... Alyzea Merchant 
Director at Large ....................................................................................................... Aashna Thapar 
Director at Large ....................................................................................................... Cole Reinbold 
Director at Large ....................................................................................................... Mehre Dlir 
Indigenous Caucus Chairperson ............................................................................... Douglas Treloar 
Representative–Local 01 Members .......................................................................... Ben Harris 
Representative–Local 02 Members .......................................................................... Gagan Deep Singh 
Representative–Local 04 Members .......................................................................... Jasvir Singh 
Representative–Local 05 Members .......................................................................... Anel Jazybayeva 
Representative–Local 06 Members .......................................................................... Ava Ferenc 
Representative–Local 10 Members .......................................................................... Ishika Tripathi 
Representative–Local 12 Members .......................................................................... Lakshay Karnwal 
Representative–Local 13 Members .......................................................................... Sarah Mei Lyana 
Representative–Local 15 Members .......................................................................... Michel Hernandez 
Granados 
Representative–Local 17 Members .......................................................................... Jagjeet Singh 
Representative–Local 20 Members .......................................................................... Rozanna Rosarydasan 
Secretary-Treasurer .................................................................................................. Jessie Niikoi 
Executive Members Absent  
Representative–Local 14 Members .......................................................................... Lily Trimmer 
Representative–Local 16 Members .......................................................................... Airan Sahagun 
Representative–Local 21 Members .......................................................................... Lief Garrett 
Staff Present 
Director-Membership Development .......................................................................... Michael Gauld 
Director-Operations ................................................................................................... Phoebe Lo Patigdas 
Local Staff–Local 01 .................................................................................................. Megan Gray 
Local Staff–Local 02 .................................................................................................. Navjot Singh Brar 
Local Staff–Local 04 .................................................................................................. Damon Robinson 
Local Staff–Local 05 .................................................................................................. Nathan Lane 
Local Staff–Local 06 .................................................................................................. Andrew Dalton 
Local Staff–Local 12 .................................................................................................. Jason Evans 
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Local Staff–Local 13 .................................................................................................. James Bowen 
Local Staff–Local 15 .................................................................................................. Carissa Wilson  
Local Staff–Local 16 .................................................................................................. Brynn Joyce 
Local Staff–Local 17 .................................................................................................. Michel Turcotte  
Organiser–Services ................................................................................................... Jill Adams 
Researcher ................................................................................................................ Arielle Reid 
Guests 
Observer-Local 16 ..................................................................................................... Jessica Ligeralde 
Observer-Local 20 ..................................................................................................... Ekpeno Ukut 
Observer-Local 21 ..................................................................................................... Jessica Lamb 

8. REVIEW OF CAMPAIGNS AND GOVERNMENT RELATIONS  
a. Funding Review 

i. Presentation & Discussion  
Director-Membership Development Gauld presented the current status of government relations 
and updates to the government relations strategy. 
Locals also shared what they have heard about the funding review and in recent meetings with 
the government. 

b. 2023-24 Campaigns and Government Relations Plan 
i. Central Campaigns 

RISE UP 
Chairperson Chirino provided an update on the implementation done on the RISE UP 
campaign. The Executive Committee had a discussion on work being done on campus, 
actions to take moving forward and ways to further the engagement of the RISE UP. 

ii. Supporting Campaigns 
Trades Work for All of Us 
The Executive Committee discussed the implementation of the campaign on campuses.  
Open Textbooks Now!  
The Executive Committee discussed the implementation of the campaign on campuses.  

iii. Coalition Campaigns 
Moose Hide Campaign 
Secretary-Treasurer Niikoi shared that the next Moose Hide Campaign Day was scheduled for 
May 16, 2024. 
Period Promise  
The Executive Committee discussed the implementation of the campaign on campuses.  
Let’s Get Consensual 
The Executive Committee discussed the implementation of the campaign on campuses, 
including educational efforts during welcome week activities.  

iv. Local Campaign Updates 
The Executive Committee discussed the implementation of Local campaign work on 
campuses.  

c. General Relations with the Government and Opposition Parties  
i. General Relations with the Government  

Director-Membership Development Gauld reported on the Federation’s Lobby Week held 
October 3 to 6, and participating Locals shared their experiences at Lobby Week.  
An update was also provided on the Fund It. Fix It. digital ad campaign that targets the public 
and folks in the political realms.  
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ii. General Relations with the Federal Government  

Director-Membership Development Gauld provided a report on work undertaken to update the 
Federation’s Federal lobby recommendations and plans for future lobbying. 

d. Update on Coalition and Solidarity Work 
i. General Relations with Coalition Partners  

Director-Membership Development Gauld provided on work undertaken with coalition partners 
during the reporting period. 

e. Adoption of Campaigns, Government Relations, and Solidarity Report 
2023/10:09 MOTION 

Jag. Singh/Jas. Singh 
Be it resolved that the Campaigns, Government Relations, and Solidarity Report be adopted. 
CARRIED 

9. REVIEW OF RECENT AND FUTURE FEDERATION MEETINGS 
a. 84th Semi-Annual General Meeting 

i. Review of Responsibility for Motions 
Organiser-Services Adams provided an update on work to-date to act on the motions served to 
the Federation during the 84th Semi-Annual General Meeting. 

b.  42nd Annual General Meeting 
The 42nd Annual General Meeting has been scheduled for January 18 to 21, 2024.  
i. Review of Meeting Logistics  

Director-Operations Patigdas provided an update on the dates and location for the Annual 
General Meeting. 

ii. Review of Workshops, Guest Speakers, and Panels 
The Executive Committee brainstormed ideas for potential topics, workshops, sessions, and 
speakers they would like considered for the AGM. 

iii. Motions for Consideration 
Chairperson Chirino provided a reminder on deadlines and the process of submitting 
motions for consideration to the Annual General Meeting.  

iv. Election Protocols 
The Executive Committee appointed its Search Committee and its Chief Returning Officer.  

2023/10:10 MOTION 
Ferenc/Thapar 
Be it resolved that Jill Adams be appointed the Chief Returning Officer.  
CARRIED 

2023/10:11 MOTION 
Jas. Singh/Dlir 
Be it resolved that Melissa Chirino, Phoebe Lo Patigdas, and Damon Robinson be appointed 
to the Search Committee.   
CARRIED 

2023/10:12 MOTION 
Dlir/Reinbold 
Be it resolved that Ashkon Hashemi be approved as the plenary speaker of the 42nd Annual 
General Meeting.  
CARRIED 
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2023/10:13 MOTION 
Jag. Singh/Dlir 
Be it resolved that the BCITSA, UFV SUS, and NUGSS be invited to the 42nd Annual General 
Meeting as observers.  
CARRIED 

2023/10:14 MOTION 
Thapar/Tripathi 
Be it resolved that the meeting recess for 1 hour. 

13:21 the meeting recessed 
14:29 the meeting resumed 

10. WHAT’S NEXT: A LOOK AT LOCALS PLANS FOR THE WINTER SEMESTER  
The Executive Committee took part in a breakout activity to share upcoming on-campus focuses, 
potential support needed or areas for collaboration around the province.  

11. AFFORDABILITY ISSUES  
A discussion was held with prompting questions to review what Locals are hearing from members 
regarding affordability challenges on and off campus. Challenges mainly focused on housing, food 
security and tuition fees. 

2023/10:15 Motion 
Jag. Singh/Thapar 
Be it resolved that the meeting recess for ten minutes. 
CARRIED 

16:40 the meeting recessed 
16:53 the meeting resumed 

12. SPEAKER SERIES  
The Executive Committee brainstormed ideas for potential topics and speakers for online sessions open 
to representatives and members that will be held during the academic year.  

2023/10:16 Motion 
Jag. Singh/Harris 
Be it resolved that the meeting recess for the evening. 
CARRIED 

17:30 the meeting recessed 
10:07 the meeting was called to order by Secretary-Treasurer Niikoi. Attendance was as follows: 
Executive Members Present 
Chairperson ............................................................................................................... Melissa Chirino 
Director at Large ....................................................................................................... Alyzea Merchant 
Director at Large ....................................................................................................... Aashna Thapar 
Director at Large ....................................................................................................... Cole Reinbold 
Director at Large ....................................................................................................... Mehre Dlir 
Indigenous Caucus Chairperson ............................................................................... Douglas Treloar 
Representative–Local 01 Members .......................................................................... Ben Harris 
Representative–Local 02 Members .......................................................................... Gagan Deep Singh 
Representative–Local 04 Members .......................................................................... Jasvir Singh 
Representative–Local 05 Members .......................................................................... Anel Jazybayeva 
Representative–Local 06 Members .......................................................................... Ava Ferenc 
Representative–Local 10 Members .......................................................................... Ishika Tripathi 
Representative–Local 12 Members .......................................................................... Lakshay Karnal 
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Representative–Local 13 Members .......................................................................... Sarah Mei Lyana 
Representative–Local 15 Members .......................................................................... Michel Hernandez 
Granados 
Representative–Local 17 Members .......................................................................... Jagjeet Singh 
Representative–Local 20 Members .......................................................................... Rozanna Rosarydasan 
Secretary-Treasurer .................................................................................................. Jessie Niikoi 
Executive Members Absent  
Representative–Local 14 Members .......................................................................... Lily Trimmer 
Representative–Local 16 Members .......................................................................... Airan Sahagun 
Representative–Local 21 Members .......................................................................... Lief Garrett 
Staff Present 
Director-Membership Development .......................................................................... Michael Gauld 
Director-Operations ................................................................................................... Phoebe Lo Patigdas 
Local Staff–Local 01 .................................................................................................. Megan Gray 
Local Staff–Local 02 .................................................................................................. Navjot Singh Brar 
Local Staff–Local 04 .................................................................................................. Damon Robinson 
Local Staff–Local 05 .................................................................................................. Nathan Lane 
Local Staff–Local 06 .................................................................................................. Andrew Dalton 
Local Staff–Local 12 .................................................................................................. Jason Evans 
Local Staff–Local 13 .................................................................................................. James Bowen 
Local Staff–Local 15 .................................................................................................. Carissa Wilson  
Local Staff–Local 16 .................................................................................................. Brynn Joyce 
Local Staff–Local 17 .................................................................................................. Michel Turcotte  
Organiser–Services ................................................................................................... Jill Adams 
Researcher ................................................................................................................ Arielle Reid 
Guests 
Observer-Local 16 ..................................................................................................... Jessica Ligeralde 
Observer-Local 20 ..................................................................................................... Ekpeno Ukut 
Observer-Local 21 ..................................................................................................... Jessica Lamb 

11. RECEIPT OF REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
a. Report of Local Representatives 

2023/10:17 MOTION 
Jag. Singh/Ferenc 
Be it resolved that the report of Local 1 Members’ Representative Harris, for the period 
Saturday, June 3, 2023 to Friday, October 6, 2023, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 
2023/10:18 MOTION 

Jas. Singh/Tripathi 
Be it resolved that the report of Local 2 Members’ Representative Singh, for the period 
Saturday, June 3, 2023 to Friday, October 6, 2023, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 
2023/10:19 MOTION 

Dlir/G. Singh 
Be it resolved that the report of Local 4 Members’ Representative Singh, for the period 
Saturday, June 3, 2023 to Friday, October 6, 2023, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 
2023/10:20 MOTION 

Harris/Thapar 
Be it resolved that the report of Local 6 Members’ Representative Ferenc, for the period 
Saturday, June 3, 2023 to Friday, October 6, 2023, be adopted. 
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 CARRIED 
2023/10:21 MOTION 

Thapar/Jag. Singh 
Be it resolved that the report of Local 12 Members’ Representative Karnwal, for the period 
Saturday, June 3, 2023 to Friday, October 6, 2023, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 
2023/10:22 MOTION 

Reinbold/Rosarydasan 
Be it resolved that the report of Local 13 Members’ Representative Lyana, for the period 
Saturday, June 3, 2023 to Friday, October 6, 2023, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 
2023/10:23 MOTION 

G. Singh/Ferenc 
Be it resolved that the report of Local 15 Members’ Representative Hernandez Granados, for 
the period Saturday, June 3, 2023 to Friday, October 6, 2023, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 
2023/10:24 MOTION 

Hernandez-Granados/Jas. Singh 
Be it resolved that the report of Local 16 Members’ Representative Sahagun, for the period 
Saturday, June 3, 2023 to Friday, October 6, 2023, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 
2023/10:25 MOTION 

Dlir/Treloar 
Be it resolved that the report of Local 17 Members’ Representative Singh, for the period 
Saturday, June 3, 2023 to Friday, October 6, 2023, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 
2023/10:26 MOTION 

Thapar/Harris 
Be it resolved that the report of Local 20 Members’ Representative Rosarydasan, for the 
period Saturday, June 3, 2023 to Friday, October 6, 2023, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 
2023/10:27 MOTION 

Rosarydasan/Merchant 
Be it resolved that the report of Local 21 Members’ Representative Garrett, for the period 
Saturday, June 3, 2023 to Friday, October 6, 2023, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 
b. Report of the Directors at Large 

2023/10:28 MOTION 
Rosarydasan/Jas. Singh 
Be it resolved that the report of Director at Large Thapar, for the period Saturday, June 3, 
2023 to Friday, October 6, 2023, be adopted. 
CARRIED 

2023/10:29 MOTION 
Jag. Singh/G. Singh 
Be it resolved that the report of Director at Large Reinbold, for the period Saturday, June 3, 
2023 to Friday, October 6, 2023, be adopted. 
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CARRIED 

2023/10:30 MOTION 
Ferenc/Jag. Singh 
Be it resolved that the report of Director at Large Dlir, for the period Saturday, June 3, 2023 to 
Friday, October 6, 2023, be adopted. 
CARRIED 

c. Report of the Indigenous Caucus Chairperson 
Treloar provided updates on the Indigenous Caucus' work to further the membership engagement of 
the Caucus during the reporting period. Treloar provided information on the request for a proposal 
for designing a Caucus logo and encouraged member locals to circulate within their connections. 

d. Report of the Chairperson 
2023/10:31 MOTION 

Hernandez-Granados/Merchant 
Be it resolved that the report of Chairperson Chirino, for the period Saturday, June 3, 2023 to 
Friday, October 6, 2023, be adopted. 
CARRIED 

d. Report of the Secretary-Treasurer 
2023/10:32 MOTION 

Jas. Singh/Lyana 
Be it resolved that the report of Secretary-Treasurer Niikoi, for the period Saturday, June 3, 
2023 to Friday, October 6, 2023, be adopted. 

 CARRIED 

12. REVIEW OF FEDERATION SERVICES 
a. Student Discount Program 

Organiser-Services Adams provided a brief report about app bug fixes and new provincial discounts 
secured in the last reporting period.   

2023/10:33 MOTION 
Harris/Thapar 
Be it resolved that the Student Discount Program Report be adopted. 
CARRIED 

b. Members’ Handbook and Dayplanner 
Organiser-Services Adams provided a postproduction report for the 2023-24 handbook order. The 
Executive Committee discussed the advantages and disadvantages of an earlier timeline or a later 
timeline and direction was given to move the production timelines 2 weeks later than the previous 
year.  

2023/10:34 MOTION 
Jas. Singh/Rosarydasan 
Be it resolved that the Members’ Handbook and Dayplanner Report be adopted. 
CARRIED 

c. Membership Development Products 
Organiser-Services Adams asked Locals for feedback on the summer bulk purchase order and 
provided a walk through and details about the new store platform that will be used for the winter 
2023 order and future orders. The new store will have orders automatically entered into Fairware’s 
inventory management system and will limit room for human error in data entry. The other change to 
the process is that artwork is to be submitted simultaneously as the order is placed in the future. This 
will limit the number of touchpoints each Local has with the Fairware team and also eliminate the 
need to use the Jotform as the artwork will also be submitted directly into Fairware’s system.  
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2023/10:35 MOTION 
Ferenc/Merchant 
Be it resolved that the Membership Development Products Report be adopted. 
CARRIED 

d. Insurance Services* 
An update on the BC Student Health Consortium will be given. 

11:36 the meeting moved in camera. 
11:38 the meeting moved ex camera. 

2023/10:36 MOTION 
Jas. Singh/ Reinbold 
Be it resolved that the Insurance Services Report be adopted. 
CARRIED 

13. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES 
The minutes of Executive Committee meeting held July 6, 2023 will be considered for adoption.  

2023/10:37 MOTION 
Jag.Singh/Merchant 
Be it resolved that the Executive Committee meeting minutes from July 6, 2023 be adopted. 
CARRIED 

14. REVIEW OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT SYMPOSIUM 
DATES 
a. Executive Committee Meetings 

Secretary-Treasurer Niikoi reported that the schedule of the remaining Executive Committee 
meetings for the 2023-24 year are as follows: 

• February 23 to 25, 2024 
• June 7 to 9, 2024 

b. Skills Development Symposium  
Director-Operations Patigdas reported that the 39th Skills Development Symposium has been 
scheduled for May 23 to 26, 2024 and that an additional day has been added in alignment with the 
direction from the membership at the 84th Semi-Annual General Meeting. 

15. OTHER BUSINESS 

16. ADJOURNMENT 
2023/10:38 MOTION 

Treloar/Hernandez-Granados 
Be it resolved that the meeting adjourned. 
CARRIED 

11:44 the meeting adjourned. 
* Denotes in-camera 
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