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OVERVIEW 
 
The BC General Employees’ Union (BCGEU) is seeking approval from the City of 
Burnaby to rezone a site on Palm Avenue near Royal Oak Skytrain to support a 
development proposal. If the rezoning is approved, the proposed development would 
include office space, affordable housing, childcare and community amenities. 
 
PROJECT DETAILS 
 
Location: 

 6877-6945 Palm Avenue, Burnaby 
 
Office space and community amenities:  

 The project is anchored around the BCGEU’s need to find a new, larger location 
for its Lower Mainland Area Office, which is currently located in Vancouver. The 
proposal includes 49,000 square feet of office and meeting space for BCGEU 
members and staff. 

 A café is proposed for the ground floor and open to the public. 
 A Conference Centre will provide meeting and gathering space, including after-

hours use by groups external to the BCGEU. 
 
Affordable housing:  

 The development will include 292 units of housing, ranging from one-bedroom 
units to a generous mix of two and three-bedroom units, suitable for both singles 
and families of varying incomes. 

 A minimum of 50% (146) of those units offered at below-market affordable 
rents. This is significantly higher than the 20% minimum currently required by 
the City of Burnaby. Affordable rents will be commensurate with working-class 
wages, with the highest monthly rental cost for affordable units being 80% of 
CMHC market rates for the local market. 

 The affordable units will be available to the public and will not be exclusive to 
BCGEU members.  

 The units will remain affordable and will be properly cared for and maintained in 
perpetuity.  

 
Childcare:  

 The proposal includes a 49-space childcare centre. 
 

Sustainability:  

 Sustainability is a core principle of the project design, and the project is designed 
to meet the requirements of Step 3+ Low Carbon Energy System of the BC 
Energy Step Code. 

 The building will be powered by electric energy and include infrastructure for a 
future Solar PV installation. 
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 Green roofs and rooftop gardens will reduce water run-off, create habitat for 
birds, and provide accessible gardens for residents.  

 Energy-saving features, including passive shading devices and a high-
performance envelope, further enhance the sustainability of the building. 

 
Independent non-profit management:  

 The housing units and childcare centre will be managed by a non-profit society. 
  
PROJECT TIMELINE AND CURRENT STATUS 
 
2019: BCGEU purchased 6877-6945 Palm Avenue properties. 
2020: BCGEU applied to the City of Burnaby to rezone Palm Avenue site.  
2021: The application process included design revision and two traffic studies.  
 
If the rezoning is approved, construction could begin as early as 2023. 
 
BCGEU’S INTEREST IN AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
 
The BCGEU recognizes that rising housing costs undermine wage gains negotiated at 
the bargaining table and has actively supported the development of affordable housing 
for decades, dating back to the 1970s and 1980s when the union sponsored several co-
op housing projects. 
 
In 2014, the union began advocating for the development of affordable housing along 
transit hubs in the Lower Mainland of BC. 
 
At the union’s 2017 constitutional convention, BCGEU members passed multiple 
resolutions calling on their union to address the housing crisis in B.C. This led to the 
development of the union’s Affordable BC plan.  
 
Based on the economic principles laid out in the Affordable BC plan, BCGEU’s Lower 
Mainland Office proposal project will serve as a proof-of-concept for how truly 
affordable housing can be built by unions, non-profits and faith groups in our province.  
  
ABOUT BCGEU  
 

The BC General Employees’ Union is B.C.’s fastest growing union with over 85,000 
members in 550 bargaining units in the private sector and public services. BCGEU’s 
headquarters has been based in Burnaby for nearly 50 years and is seeking to be a 
committed long-term neighbour in the Burnaby community.  

 

https://www.affordablebc.ca/

