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The current state of the world poses many challenges—from climate change, pandemics, war, racism, 
poverty, homelessness, and violence. It can feel overwhelming. Tell us why you have hope for the 
future. How can a democratic labour movement bring forward these changes? What is the role of 
workers in creating a different world? 
 
Today, we live in a world that consists of injustice, violence, and uncertainty. Tomorrow, we can live in a 
world where peace, health, and equity prevails. Although our world is facing many challenges, I have hope 
for a better future as labour movements are holding organisations accountable, creating projects, and 
supporting youth action.   
 
Firstly, to ensure positive change, it is critical that those in positions of power are held accountable for 
their actions. Certain companies can significantly impact pressing issues, and demanding accountability 
encourages their transparency and improvement. The BCGEU is a shareholder with many companies such 
as Brookfield Asset Management (BAM), RBC, and Saputo. The union used their power as shareholders to 
demand BAM for clear goals and targets to reduce emissions by 2025, and scored a food waste reduction 
commitment with Saputo.(2) This demonstrates that democratic labour unions, such as the BCGEU, are 
actively improving the state of the world by holding their shareholders accountable.  
 
Secondly, labour movements are heavily involved in creating projects that help tackle community-based 
challenges. Issues such as homelessness are difficult to tackle on a global scale; therefore, democratic 
labour movements are able to help in their respective local communities. BCGEU’s two-year affordable 
housing project was just recently passed by Burnaby councillors in April 2022.(2) This is critical to the 
elimination of the world's challenges, as this shows that workers are able to have an influential impact on 
the lives of residents in their neighbourhood. Residents are able to feel heard as workers represent a wide 
scope of the population. Therefore, these localised projects are critical and effective for improving our 
future. 
 
Finally, the role of workers in improving the world is to support youth action. The younger generation is 
the future of tomorrow, and therefore, any support and education we receive is critical for the direction 
of the world. In September 2019, I attended the Global Climate strike in Victoria, BC, where I got the 
chance to protest for the protection of our home, alongside many other youth. During this protest, I had 
the chance to express my hopes for the future in regards to climate action by speaking on Check News. In 
that moment, I felt a strong sense of hope and support coming from fellow youth and mentors. As young 
people, we cannot directly pass and amend policies, but our current role involves fighting for our future. 
Therefore, democratic labour movements can support us at the legislative level. This exchange between 
youth and workers is a critical component to creating impactful change. 
 
In conclusion, the role of workers in creating a different world is to propose and support action. Despite 
world challenges, democratic labour unions have demonstrated real change, and continue to do so. The 
last and most critical step for improving the world, is that the next generation of community members 
and workers receive the proper tools to then, themselves, change the world.  
 
 
Footnotes 
(1) https://www.bcgeu.ca/bc_union_gets_powerful_endorsement_from_advisory_firm_on_its_net-zero_demands  
 
(2) 
https://www.bcgeu.ca/city_of_burnaby_greenlights_bcgeu_affordable_housing_project 
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