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Abstract 
Canada is often viewed as a diverse and multicultural country. Multiculturalism and ‘freedom of 
conscience and religion’ are enshrined in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.1 From this, the 
Supreme Court of Canada has established that Canada is a secular country through what has 
been called the state’s duty of religious neutrality. Nevertheless, legislative assemblies across 
Canada continue to begin each day’s sitting with a prayer, which is most often Christian in 
nature. 

Here we provide an overview of the diverse practices that surround legislative prayer across 
Canada today. 
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Federal Parliament 
Sittings of the House of Commons and the Senate begin 
with the speaker reading a standard ‘non-denominational’ 
prayer, followed by time for silent reflection.2 The English 
wording of the prayer used in the House of Commons 
reads as follows:  

Almighty God, we give thanks for the great blessings which have been bestowed 
on Canada and its citizens, including the gifts of freedom, opportunity and peace 
that we enjoy. We pray for our Sovereign, Queen Elizabeth, and the Governor 
General. Guide us in our deliberations as Members of Parliament, and strengthen 
us in our awareness of our duties and responsibilities as Members. Grant us 
wisdom, knowledge, and understanding to preserve the blessings of this country 
for the benefit of all and to make good laws and wise decisions. Amen.3 

The Senate recites the following prayer in both French and English: 

Almighty God, we beseech thee to protect our Queen and to bless the people of 
Canada.  Guide us in our endeavours; let your spirit preside over our deliberations 
so that, at this time assembled, we may serve ever better the cause of peace and 
justice in our land and throughout the world. Amen.4 

Mirroring the British Parliament, this practice begins before the chamber is open to the public.5   
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Provincial Legislatures 
 

 

Yukon 
The Speaker reads one of four standard prayers. 
Video broadcasts of the proceedings are paused 
during the prayer and the content of the prayers is not 
recorded by Hansard.6 

Northwest Territories 
MLAs deliver prayer of their own devising, with 
occasional ‘drum prayer’ also being delivered. The 
prayer is broadcasted over video but the content is not 
recorded by Hansard.7 

 

 

Nunavut 
MLAs deliver prayer of their own devising. The name 
of the MLA delivering the prayer is recorded by 
Hansard but the content of the prayer is not.8 

British Columbia 
Sittings open with ‘prayers and reflections’, during which 
MLAs deliver a prayer of their own devising or read one 
from a list of sample prayers provided by the Clerk. The 
name of the MLA is recorded by Hansard but not the 
content of their prayer or reflection.9 

 

 

 
Alberta 
The Speaker reads a prayer of their own devising. The 
previous speaker wrote a different prayer for each 
sitting. The current speaker delivers a ‘non-
denominational’ prayer. The content of the prayer is 
recorded by Hansard.10 
 



 - 5 - 

Saskatchewan 
The Speaker reads a standard ‘non-denominational’ 
prayer. This is delivered while the public is present and 
is broadcasted by Hansard.11 

 

 

Manitoba 
The Speaker reads a standard ‘non-denominational’ 
prayer. This is delivered while the public is present 
and is broadcasted and recorded by Hansard.12 

Ontario 
The Speaker reads the Lord’s Prayer. Since 2008, this 
has been followed by the reading of a prayer from a 
rotating schedule “reflecting Indigenous, Buddhist, 
Muslim, Jewish, Baha’i and Sikh faiths.”13 Prayers are 
not recorded by Hansard.   

 

Quebec 
Sittings begin with a quiet ‘moment of reflection.’ The 
practice of opening sittings with a prayer ended in 
1976.14 

New Brunswick 
MLAs read Christian prayers for the Queen, the 
Lieutenant-Governor, Legislature and the Lord’s Prayer. 
Prayers are read in French and English (or blended). The 
prayers are broadcasted by Hansard.15 

 

 

Newfoundland and Labrador 
The House of Assembly has never opened sessions 
with a prayer.16  
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Nova Scotia 
Sitting begin with a ‘moment of quiet reflection,’ a 
practice that was adopted in October 2021.17 Previously, 
sittings began with a version of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

Prince Edward Island 
The Speaker reads Christian prayers for the Queen, 
the Lieutenant-Governor, the Legislature and the 
Lord’s Prayer. The public is excluded from the 
chambers during this time.18 Prayers are not recorded 
by Hansard. 

 

Municipal Councils 
The 2015 Supreme Court of Canada ruling in MLQ v Saguenay found that the recitation of a 
prayer by the mayor before council meetings was a violation of the state’s duty of religious 
neutrality. The court found that the ‘state must not interfere in religion or beliefs’, nor favour nor 
hinder any and that it has a ‘democratic imperative’ to ensure that all citizens can participate in 
public life equally regardless of their beliefs.19 The ruling has created a legal precedent barring 
municipalities across the country to perform prayers before council meetings. 
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