
Dear White Peace Poppy Supporters, 
 
We don’t normally contact you except in the fall, but with the imminent risk of a catastrophic global conflict we feel 
compelled to reach out and ask all of you to: 

• wear your white poppies,  
• speak up against increasing military spending 
• raise your voice for a negotiated solution to the violent and appalling invasion of Ukraine by Russian forces, 

and to the ongoing conflicts in Yemen, Ethiopia and elsewhere  
• urge our government to be equally welcoming to refugees from all conflicts 

In discussions around the office coffee machine, the yoga studio, the classroom and the dining table we need to 
encourage people to challenge the beliefs, values and institutions that make war seem inevitable; and make the case for 
funding effective non-military means of dispute resolution. 
 
UKRAINE: 
With images of the suffering Ukrainians filling our screens, it is easy to buy into the idea that our only two choices are: 

• "standing by doing nothing and letting the bully win", or 
• having NATO declare and enforce a 'no-fly zone’ in Ukrainian airspace 

But in addition to being a blatant territorial grab, the invasion of Ukraine is a reflection of the always complicated issues 
faced by states which include autonomous regions with different linguistic, ethnic or religious identities.  Resolving these 
issues means building trust, which can never be achieved though violent means—whether by NATO, Russia or Ukraine.   
 
While urging the Canadian government, NATO and the USA to use all available non-violent means to bring about an 
immediate cease-fire, we also need a long-term commitment to taking the time to understand the fears, hopes and 
concerns on all sides, and an openness to making the hard choices needed to build a durable peace for Ukraine 
and all her neighbours.  The Pugwash Statement on the War in Ukraine offers some suggestions for how this might be 
achieved.  
 
The benign term 'no-fly zone’ is a misleading and little-understood slogan. Enforcing it would require NATO/US forces to 
shoot down Russian planes over Ukraine and carry out air attacks on Russian ground targets. That would effectivly be a 
declaration of war between NATO and Russia, a war which would quickly involve the rest of Europe.  Since neither the 
US nor Russia would permit itself to lose without resorting to nuclear weapons, the entire world would be in grave peril. 
 
REFUGEES: 
Our only hope in stemming the growing tides of refugees lies in funding human needs worldwide and mediating quick 
resolution of conflicts.  All refugees whatever their colour, religion or country of origin, deserve the warm welcome and 
support being offered to those fleeing Ukraine.  Desperate refugees who have been waiting years in camps should not 
be pushed to the back of the line, because Ukrainians are ‘more like us’. 
 
YEMEN: 
March 26, 2022 marks seven years of the brutal war in Yemen.  A war that has killed over a quarter of a million 
people.  A war that Canada has armed by sending over $8 billion in weapons to Saudi Arabia since 2015, the year the 
Saudi-led military intervention in Yemen began.  Solidarity actions are planned across Canada to demonstrate, and call 
for an immediate end to Canadian military exports to Saudi Arabia and other repressive regimes.   See Canada Wide 
Peace & Justice Network - End the War in Yemen . 
 
Yours in Peace and Justice, 
Teresa Gagné & Denis Laplante - Vancouver Peace Poppies - www.PeacePoppies.ca 
 

https://pugwash.org/2022/02/26/pugwash-statement-on-the-war-in-ukraine/
https://peaceandjusticenetwork.ca/canadastoparmingsaudi/
https://peaceandjusticenetwork.ca/canadastoparmingsaudi/
http://www.peacepoppies.ca/

