
 

Requesting your voice on Auckland Council Budget Proposals 

22nd March 2023 

Kia ora Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland based MPs, 

You should be aware that Mayor Wayne Brown’s Budget proposals are currently out for public 

consultation. They involve substantive cuts to many services across all our communities and will 

cause permanent pain for arguable, short-term gain. 

These cuts include, but are not limited to: 

• Permanently cancelling more than 1,000 buses per day, while also increasing fares 

• Permanently closing 32 Citizens Advice Bureau 

• Permanently closing 10 Kauri Kids early childhood centres 

• Slashing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate and the Water Quality Targeted Rate 

• Gutting arts and culture funding 

• Slashing Local Board discretionary funding 

• Ripping out a third of all bins from our public parks 

• Selling Auckland Council’s shares in Auckland International Airport 

With the extent of impact, it is easily the most significant local government budget in living memory. If 

you have been engaged in talking to local representatives and Council officers, you should also be 

deeply concerned hearing about the unprecedented lack of internal engagement and questionable 

processes, proposals contrary to Long Term Plans and cuts completely unmoored from any 

identifiable rationale. 

The Mayor has also stated he wants to hand a “whole bunch of things back to the Government,” such 

that beyond our local constituencies, any future Government will also potentially be looking at 

significant budget implications given the intended direction of travel in the country’s largest city. 

I ask you please use the privilege of your platform and ensure that the communities you 

represent are aware of what’s at stake and use their power through submissions. As the Mayor 



 

has declared to journalists, there’s nothing more important than Aucklanders submitting1 and Part 6 of 

the Local Government Act 2002 requires Council pay real due to those submissions in making 

decisions subsequent to submissions closing on 28th March. 

I also dare suggest there may be something us local MPs agree on the importance of retaining or 

otherwise advocating for to the Supercity Council. To that extent, I am also requesting your 

presence or, at least, input for a meeting at Parliament during our next sitting week, at 7pm on 

Wednesday 29th March, where we can seek to find some common ground, for the common good of 

the future of the city we all love and call home.  

Ngā mihi, 

 

 

Chlöe Swarbrick 

Member for Auckland Central 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 “Don’t f*cking come and talk to me, write a submission and make it clear that you value it,” Mayor 
Brown (https://thespinoff.co.nz/politics/02-03-2023/dont-fucking-come-and-talk-to-me-wayne-brown-
snaps-at-arts-funding-question)  
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