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Te Tiriti o Waitangi Policy 

Whakapapa 

In 2001, the Charter of the Green Party of Aotearoa New Zealand was amended to recognise Te 

Tiriti o Waitangi as our country’s founding document, and to acknowledge Māori as Tangata 

Whenua. The Green Party Long-Term Strategy outlines our commitment to Te Tiriti o Waitangi: 

“Embraced by all New Zealanders and grounded in the rangatiratanga of mana whenua, 

Te Tiriti o Waitangi is honoured in the constitutional transformation of Aotearoa.” Māori 

are resourced to lead “restorative and rehabilitative justice and provide for the well-being 

of whānau, the environment and our natural ecosystems.” 

In 2022, the Green Party and Political Office were restructured to better uphold our commitment 

to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. This Policy sets out the key values that will guide us in all aspects of our 

work in policy, community, and local and central government. All other policies must be 

interpreted consistently with this overarching Te Tiriti o Waitangi policy. 

Ngā Uara | Values and Principles 

Tikanga is “a relational law based on an ethic of restoration that seeks balance in all 

relationships, including the primal relationship of love for and with Papatūānuku.” - Moana 

Jackson1 

Tikanga: We affirm that Māori values and cultural practices expressed through tikanga and kawa 

were the first laws in Aotearoa, continue to guide Maōri today, and have been recognised by the 

courts as forming part of our country’s laws. To uphold the integrity of these values, we will 

provide context and interpretation whenever we use concepts such as wairuatanga, 

whanaungatanga, kaitiakitanga, kotahitanga and manaakitanga2 in our work. 

“The notion of Tino Rangatiratanga asserts and reinforces the goal of Kaupapa Māori 

initiatives: allowing Māori to control their own culture, aspirations and destiny.” - Professor 

Graham Smith 

Tino Rangatiratanga: We affirm tino rangatiratanga of whānau, hapū, and iwi over their whenua, 

awa, moana, kāinga and all of their taonga (both tangible and intangible). This includes 

mātauranga Māori, rongoā, tikanga and kawa, and taonga species. We support tangata whenua-

led processes, actions and decision-making by devolving power and investing resources in all 

matters that affect them. We affirm that constitutional transformation as envisioned by Matike 

Mai3 will address the source of environmental degradation and social disconnection and inequity 

within Aotearoa. 

 

1 Kiddle, R., Jackson, M., Elkington, B., Mercier, O. R., Ross, M., Smeaton, J., & Thomas, A. (2020). Imagining 

Decolonisation (Vol. 81). Bridget Williams Books.  
2 Refer to Te Aka Māori Dictionary (maoridictionary.co.nz) for translations. 
3 Report of Matike Mai Aotearoa – The Independent Working Group on Constitutional Transformation 

https://www.greens.org.nz/charter
https://members.greens.org.nz/library/green-party-long-term-strategy-documents
http://www.rangahau.co.nz/research-idea/27/
http://www.rangahau.co.nz/research-idea/27/
https://maoridictionary.co.nz/
https://nwo.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/MatikeMaiAotearoa25Jan16.pdf


“Indigenous peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely 

determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural 

development.” - UNDRIP4 

Mana Motuhake: We affirm the reo Māori texts of He Whakaputanga o te Rangatiratanga o Nu 

Tireni 1835 and Te Tiriti o Waitangi 1840 as the founding constitutional documents of our country. 

We recognise the reo Māori text of Te Tiriti o Waitangi was signed by rangatira and guarantees 

ongoing exercise of tino rangatiratanga. Rangatira did not sign Te Tiriti o Waitangi to co-govern 

taonga over which they already had authority, however we acknowledge co-governance can 

enable progress towards a mature Tiriti-based relationship. The Waitangi Tribunal must be fully 

resourced and have binding decision-making authority to ensure Tiriti breaches are addressed.  

“We sweat and cry salt water, so we know that the ocean is really in our blood.” - Teresia 

Teaiwa 

Hononga: We recognise the historical relationships between tāngata whenua and tagata moana. 

Te Tiriti o Waitangi gives Tangata Tiriti/Pākehā a place in Aotearoa, with expectations of how 

they should uphold that relationship. We also recognise that tauiwi of colour navigate these 

relationships with unique challenges.   We acknowledge the need for ongoing dialogue to build 

the high level of awareness, understanding and vision required to give life to Te Tiriti o Waitangi 

in our nation. 

“’I riro whenua atu, me hoki whenua mai’ - as the land was taken, so the land should be 

returned” - King Tawhiao 

Whenua: Whenua provides Māori both a cultural and economic base. Effects of colonisation and 

Tiriti breaches have disconnected generations of Māori from their land and opportunities to 

sustain their whānau. Hoki Whenua Mai5 is central to restoring Māori cultural, physical, mental, 

and spiritual well-being. We recognise that tāngata whaikaha/whānau hauā, including tangata 

turi, face additional barriers (physical, linguistic and more) in nurturing connection to whenua, 

marae and culture, which need to be addressed. We support the mutually agreed resolution of, 

and restitution for, all outstanding historical and contemporary breaches of Te Tiriti o Waitangi 

and acknowledge a Crown obligation to prevent ongoing and further breaches including 

degradation of our environment and the loss of biodiversity.  

“A lot more of our people are beginning to realise that social change led by Indigenous 

wisdom is about how we organise and how we treat each other, as well as what we’re 

fighting for.” - Catherine Delahunty 

Ōritetanga: The systemic racism of settler colonialism enabled by the Doctrine of Discovery, has 

created inequitable systems and vast disparities for Māori. Further discrimination and disparity 

exists for rangatahi, takatāpui, and tāngata whaikaha/whānau hauā. We support tino 

rangatiratanga for whānau, hapū, iwi, and Māori katoa, to ensure equitable outcomes, in all areas 

including health, education, justice, te taiao, housing and economic well-being. In recognition of 

the interconnection of Māori with Indigenous Peoples throughout the world and we uphold the 

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) alongside the 

Mataatua Declaration6. 

 

4 United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples  
5 Hoki Whenua Mai: A Green Party Discussion Document 
6 The Mataatua Declaration on Cultural and Intellectual Property Rights of Indigenous Peoples (wipo.int) 

https://e-tangata.co.nz/reflections/when-pakeha-are-not-in-charge/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/beachheroes/pages/15877/attachments/original/1643944906/FINAL_Hoki_Whenua_Mai_discussion_document.pdf?1643944906
https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/tk/en/databases/creative_heritage/docs/mataatua.pdf

