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March 1, 2022 

 
 

We are writing to you both as the Co-Chairs of EveryAGE Counts – a broad-based coalition and 
grassroots campaign to end ageism towards older Australians – and the CEO of the Older Persons Advocacy 
Network (OPAN), the peak body for aged care advocacy.  

By way of background, as you would be aware, EveryAGE Counts is a national coalition of major 
organisations leading the national campaign against ageism in Australia. Among our 79 member 
organisations are:  

• COTA Australia 

• National Seniors 

• Older Persons Advocacy Network (OPAN) 

• Federation of Ethnic Community Councils of Australia (FECCA)  

• The Benevolent Society  

• Aged Community Services Australia (ACSA) 

• Australian Association of Gerontology  

• Mission Australia  

• National Rural Health Alliance  

• Leading Aged Services Australia. 

Other member organisations are identified on our web site along with an outline of our wider work 
(www.everyagecounts.org.au). 

Our work also enjoys the strong support of Dr Kay Patterson AO, the Age Discrimination Commissioner, who 
is, as you know, strictly non-party political, as is our campaign. We welcome the support we have received 
from both sides of politics for our work to this point in time and we hope that it will continue.  

OPAN is a national network comprised of nine state and territory organisations that have been successfully 
delivering advocacy, information, and education services to older people across Australia for more than 30 
years.  Each year, we support thousands of older people across the nation to understand and exercise their 
aged care rights, seek aged care services that suit their needs and find solutions to issues they may be 
experiencing with their aged care provider. Through our advocacy case work we see many instances where 
the basic human rights of older people are neglected. At a national level, we raise the voices of older people 
with governments, aged care providers and sector stakeholders and advocate for an aged care system that 
respects, protects, and enforces the rights of older people 

https://www.everyagecounts.org.au/
http://www.everyagecounts.org.au/
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The purpose of this letter is to seek confirmation that your side of the Parliament, if forming the 
Government following the coming election, will ensure that the next Australian Government pro-actively 
supports the advancing of UN processes examining a United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
Older Persons. Understandably we are also writing to the other side of Parliament to secure comparable 
commitments as we believe this issue should be above party politics. 

As you would be aware in 2010 the General Assembly of the United Nations established an Open-Ended 
Working Group (OEWG), open to all states members of the United Nations for the purpose of strengthening 
the protection of the human rights of older persons. The main goal of the OEWG, which has now met 
annually since inception, is to consider the existing human rights framework in relation to the rights of older 
persons and to identify possible gaps and how to address them. The working group has also considered, the 
feasibility of further instruments and measures to protect the rights of older persons. We strongly believe 
that this process should lead to support for the development of a Convention on the Rights of Older Persons. 
Much work has already been done in this regard but more needs to happen. 

Future Australian Government support for a process to draft the Convention will likely involve the 
Government working collaboratively with organisations such as our own and others in the lead up to UN 
meetings where both the Australian Government and Australian civil society organisations are likely to be 
represented.  

It may be useful for you to convene a meeting in Australia to discuss these issues early in the next 
parliamentary term should you form the Government. 

If you are able to send us a positive response to this very reasonable request, we will ensure that your 
indication of support is passed on to our vast supporter base across Australia including our member 
organisations and individual supporters.  

Both sides of politics have a proud record of support for the development of international human rights 
standards and a new UN Convention would provide people around the world – including governments, 
service providers, businesses, civil society, and the broader community – with the clarity we need to build a 
more equal society and ensure respect for our human rights as we age.  

Human rights advocates around the world have long argued that ageism is a barrier to older people enjoying 
general human rights protections. In many parts of the world, we have witnessed the diminishing status of 
people as they age, pushing them to the margins as rights holders. As advocates for children, people with 
disability, and those who experience racial or gender discrimination have already found, general human 
rights protections are no substitute for specificity in international human rights instruments and this has 
been reflected in the unanimous passage of legislation prohibiting age discrimination in every Australian 
jurisdiction.  

To do this, we need a defined rights framework that calls out the discrimination of ageism and places 
the human rights of older people alongside those guaranteed to those at all other ages in our 
society.  Without this framework, we lack even a commonly understood language or set of values to talk 
about the rights of older people and whether they might have been violated.  

Historically, Australia has played an important role in leading the world on passing and implementing 
conventions designed to dismantle prejudice and discrimination however thus far Australia has not played a 
comparably significant role in working for the establishment of an International Convention on the Rights of 
Older People.  

https://www.everyagecounts.org.au/
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The purpose of this letter is to seek a commitment from your side of politics to work constructively with civil 
society organisations to advance this agenda in the next term of Government.  

We would be grateful for your considered and supportive response before the election is called and before 
the end of March in order that we may advise our supporters accordingly. 

Please note that this request does not involve any major expenditure commitment whatsoever, but rather a 
commitment in good faith to constructively engage with the sector in the development of a potential global 
Convention on the Rights of Older Persons and to ensure Government representation at meetings of the 
OEWG. There have been promising signs at the UN recently to advance the rights of older people, for 
example, Human Rights Council Resolution 48. Momentum is building, particularly in the face of the 
disproportionate, egregious impacts of COVID-19 on older people.  Australia has the opportunity to take a 
leading role in moving the process into broader UN steps to gain a Convention 

We hope you agree that this is a most reasonable request. 

We thank you in anticipation of your favourable reply. 

 

Best Regards,  

  
 

                  
 

Craig Gear                  Dr Marlene Krasovitsky                      The Hon, Robert Tickner, AO 

OAM, CEO                  Co-Chair EveryAGE Counts                 Co-Chair EveryAGE Counts 
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