
On April 12, 2022, Bike Walk Knoxville was thrilled to be joined by local elected officials
for a walking tour of the area around Green Magnet Academy. Attendees included Mayor Indya
Kincannon, City Councilman Charles Thomas, County Commissioner Dasha Lundy, and County
Commissioner Larson Jay. Additionally, we were joined by several candidates for the Knox
County Board of Education: Reginald Jackson (District 1), Breyauna Holloway (District 1),
Katherine Bike (District 4), and Annabel Henley (District 9). The walk also featured
representatives from Knoxville’s Community Development Corporation, the Knox County Health
Department, and City of Knoxville Parks and Recreation, as well as Principal Jessica Holman of
Green Magnet Academy.

The walk highlighted changes recently made to the entrance to the school, including
re-striping the walking pathway up and ensuring it connected to the painted crosswalk on Lula
Powell Drive. The tour continued down to Summit Hill Drive, where Bike Walk Knoxville staff and
volunteers highlighted the misalignment of street design with the posted speed limit of 35 MPH
on the roadway. Principal Holman shared her concerns for the safety of students who walk
along Summit Hill, and James Hatfield with KCDC discussed how the First Creek at Austin
development will include access for pedestrians. The group also acknowledged the wealth of
community resources nearby, including Cal Johnson Recreation Center, which offers
programming for community members and is a frequent walking destination for students at
Green Magnet Academy.

The walk continued to the intersection of Summit Hill Drive and Hill Avenue, where the
group discussed the lack of a pedestrian signal. Without clear guidance as to when it is and is
not safe to cross, pedestrians are forced to look to traffic signals to decide when to walk. BWK
staff also highlighted the need for a Leading Pedestrian Interval, which would give pedestrians
the opportunity to start across the intersection before motorists got their green light, making
them more visible to vehicles making turns and giving additional time to cross. Students walking
to Vine Middle School or Morningside Park would have to cross this dangerous intersection to
reach their destination, and Bike Walk Knoxville emphasized that design should accommodate
all users, including those with vision or mobility impairments.

The route followed Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue to Harriet Tubman Street, where BWK
staff pointed out the problem of vehicles parked in the bike lane, which can create a collision
hazard for cyclists and force them to unexpectedly take the lane. The group also discussed the
importance of connectivity to the greenway at Harriet Tubman Park, and the ability to travel
safely to other community resources such as the Change Center.

The route looped around and ended back at Green Magnet Academy, where participants
were able to discuss their hopes and concerns for walkability in the greater Knoxville area. Bike
Walk Knoxville believes that all students deserve to be able to walk to school safely, and is proud
of all the work being done by the Knox County Safe Routes to School Partnership to further this
endeavor.


