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Mike Arata is a high honors 1969 chemistry graduate of the University of Cincinnati.   He taught 
high school chemistry and coached swimming for 20 years in the Cincinnati area, producing 
multiple statewide team championships in both disciplines.  He became a political activist in 
1981, after observing the violent behavior of teachers who went on strike in his district.  
 
His 1988 paper on harmful, perverse Planned Parenthood sex ed programs kept such a program out of 
his high school.  Greenhaven Press later published the paper in its Opposing Viewpoints series.  
 
Mike came to California in 1989 as Head Age Group Coach at world-renowned Santa Clara Swim 
Club.  He produced three Far Western Regional team championships in the three seasons he 
coached there.  In 1991, he took a higher paying position in industrial water treatment, eventually 
serving some of the Bay Area’s largest enterprises.  Mike married Sharon later the same year.  
After 28 years in second-career water-treatment sales and consultation, he retired in 2019.  
 
Mike’s commentaries on political, social, and moral concerns appeared frequently for years in 
area news outlets and in Terry and Dee Thompson’s extraordinary Valley Citizen magazine.  In 
1993, he readily won a school-choice debate against the executive director of the California 
Teachers Association at San Francisco’s Commonwealth Club. 
 
Mike was presented the National Right to Work Committee’s Senator Everett Dirksen Award in 
Washington. He is also a recipient of the Freedom Foundation’s Excellence in Journalism Award.  
 
Mike’s 1995-96 FPPC complaint against the Community College District’s illegal expenditure of 
taxpayer funds on the District’s bond campaign of that year resulted in the District being fined.  
 
After poll-watchers organized by Sharon reported various irregularities in a 1995 San Ramon Valley 
$82 million school-bond election, Mike and Ernie Scherer organized a recount that overturned the 
bond-measure’s official win.  Representing themselves then in the school district’s subsequent 
courtroom election contest, they prevailed again, exposing double votes, ineligible absentee voters, 
and bogus absentee signatures, among other problems.  They defeated SRVUSD’s prominent  
10-member, $238,000 legal team in Superior Court and then again in 1997 State Appellate Court.   
 
The ballot arguments Mike has coordinated over the years have helped to defeat numerous tax 
measures. Today, Mike continues battling San Ramon Valley schools, speaking regularly at their 
Board meetings to expose the District’s amoral subversion of the children in its charge.  He’s here 
tonight to update us on that critical fight, conducted on behalf of schoolkids’ mind, hearts, and souls.   
  


