
This Tasmanian Masked Owl 
and their life-partner will 
lose their home if MMG’s  
tailings dam goes ahead
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A cathedral-like rainforest, home of 
the world’s largest Barn Owl as well 
as Tasmanian Devils and many other 
creatures, should be a world showplace. 
But Chinese government-owned mining 
company MMG is roading into a vital 
corner of Tasmania’s takayna rainforest 
to build a dam for toxic tailings from its 
silver-lead-zinc mine on the other side 
of the Pieman River. MMG has other 
options and does not need to smash down 
this rainforest. We will not give up on 
protecting this rainforest treasure. 

Our foundation’s proposal for a  
World Heritage listed national park is  
for 495 000 hectares. That is the 
combination of the Australian 
Heritage Council National Heritage 
recommendation and the World Heritage 
recommendation by Peter Hitchcock. 

takayna 
 / Tarkine

The Australian 
Heritage Council 
found takayna  
in north-west 
Tasmania to be 
of outstanding 
National Heritage 
significance. 

One of the last wild places on Earth, 
takayna is a beautiful, remote part of 
Tasmania which supports Australia’s 
largest tract of cool temperate rainforest. 
Landscapes within the area range from 
wild, windswept beaches to extensive 
buttongrass plains with stunning vistas  
to impressive rainforests. 

The Australian Heritage Council found 
that the rainforests are important for 
their flora, which has links to the ancient 
continent of Gondwana, and their lichens 
and fossils, which help tell the story of 
Australia’s ancient flora and its evolution. 
takayna also contains rare magnesite karst 
systems. Dotted along the coastline are 
the remains of numerous hut depressions 
found in Aboriginal shell middens. The 
huts and middens are the remnants of an 
unusual and specialised Aboriginal way of 
life based on the hunting of seals and land 
mammals and the gathering of shellfish. 
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Will you let 
this takayna 
/ Tarkine 
rainforest 
valley be 
demolished 
and buried 
beneath 50 
metres of  
toxic sludge?  
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Don’t let 
takayna’s 
rainforest 
be lost to 
a mining 

waste dump 
like this.

MMG’s current Bobadil 
dam in Rosebery



Tasmanian Masked Owl. Endemic  
to Tasmania, rarer in Western 
Tasmania. The paucity of records in 
the western half of Tasmania may be 
in part due to a lack of survey effort. 
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Gondwanan open callidendrous 
rainforests, with ancient, tall myrtles,  
ridge knolls of tall eucalyptus and  
low-lying melaleuca tea tree swampland 
will be destroyed if the MMG tailings 
dam goes ahead in takayna. There is a 
plethora of wildlife that depend on these 
ecosystems. Bats, frogs, birds, insects, fish, 
burrowing crayfish, mammals threatened 
Eagles, Goshawks, Masked Owls, Devils 
and Quolls that will lose their homes and 
lives. 

The maintenance of these critical 
ecosystems is a natural solution that can 
mitigate the impacts of the current climate 
emergency. Flattening these forests would 
contribute to this climate and biodiversity 
crisis, not just in Tasmania but globally.

Value  
of forest 
threatened 
by MMG

In this age of a 
global biodiversity 
crisis and mass 
extinction, habitat 
for all vulnerable 
and endangered 
species needs to 
be protected. 

Significant threatened species  
recorded in the area identified by  
MMG as South Marionoak include:  
Grey Goshawk (Accipiter 
novaehollandiae), Masked Owl  
(Tyto novaehollandiae subsp. castanops), 
White-throated Needletail (Hirundapus 
caudacutus), Tasmanian Devil (Sarcophilus 
harrisii), Spotted-tailed Quoll (Dasyurus 
maculatus), Eastern Quoll (Dasyurus 
viverrinus), and the threatened native 
vegetation community, Eucalyptus 
brookeriana forest. 

Despite MMG downplaying the existence 
of Masked Owls on the site, our own 
science teams have recorded multiple 
sightings, and passive recordings of over 
400 Tasmanian Masked owl calls have 
been recorded within the proposed tailings 
site, with begging calls associated with 
owl chicks confirming the site is used for 
breeding.



Tasmanian Masked Owls form lifelong 
pair bonds and occupy a permanent 
home range. They need old forests, with 
their mighty hollow-bearing trees, for 
nesting. Masked Owls, and many other 
endangered species, rely on the forests 
threatened by this new tailings dam.  

The Wedge-tailed Eagle (Aquila audax 
fleayi) is an endangered species that nests 
in particular habitat trees. The loss of these 
trees means fewer prospective trees for 
the eagles’ future. There is a Wedge-tailed 
Eagle nest near the proposed tailings 
storage facility (TSF) site. This nest is in line 
of sight of where the controversial sludge 
pipeline will be built over Pieman River, if 
the tailings waste dump proceeds. Eagles 
are highly sensitive to disturbance during 
the breeding season (July to February). 
MMG said there was a need for more 
surveying for eagle habitat.

From the Tasmanian  
Natural Values Atlas 
Core Range encompasses the area,  
within the known range, known to support 
the highest densities of the species and/or 
thought to be of greatest importance for 
the maintenance of breeding populations 
of the species. 

Potential Range includes the known range, 
but also includes the area within which the 
species has not been found but may occur 
based on environmental conditions (NVA). 

MMG’s proposed site models, as either 
Core or Potential Range, for the following 
listed species in the table on the next page.



Federal EPBC listed species

Endangered

Tasmanian Azure 
Kingfisher

Ceyx azureus 
diemenensis

Core Range NVA record within 6.5 km

Wedge-tailed Eagle Aquila audax fleayi Potential Range NVA record within 5 km

Tasmanian Devil Sarcophilus harrisii Potential Range NVA record within 1 km

Vulnerable

Tasmanian  
Masked Owl

Tyto novaehollandiae 
castanops

Core Range Found on site. Confirmed 
critical breeding habitat.

Australian Grayling Prototroctes maraena Potential Range

Spotted-tail Quoll Dasyurus maculatus Potential Range NVA record within 3.5 km

This list does not include plant, insect and snail species.
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After catastrophic dam collapses in 
South America, there is a move to reach 
new global standards on dam safety. 
International companies are changing 
their ideas about managing their tailings 
facilities to ensure stability. Stability of 
tailings storage facilities depends on 
investment over time.

MMG has multiple options:
a. Future-proof Rosebery mine by 

buttressing the two current dams and 
raising the walls to store new waste 
This would mean a win-win situation, 
reducing the risk from the Bobadil 
tailing dam that will be around for a 
long time.

b. Build a paste-fill plant and pump the 
dewatered tailings back underground 
to fill the voids left by mining. Rosebery 
has 6km of shafts.

c. Reprocessing the materials from the 
current tailings dams.

d. A new tailings dam not involving 
rainforest clearance.

e. Least acceptable: a new tailings dam  
at one of the sites named by MMG.

We oppose 
rainforest and 
native forest 
clearance for 
these tailings 
waste. Obviating 
alternatives for 
such clearance 
are available.

Tailings 
storage 
facilities  
— a global 
trend



What are tailings?
When metallic ore is mined it often is 
embedded in a sulphide rock. Miners mill 
this rock to separate the sulphides from the 
desired metals. The remaining sulphides, 
non-targeted metals and chemical residues 
from the process are called tailings.

Why are tailings 
dangerous?
When brought to the surface, sulphides 
in the tailings react with oxygen in the 
air to form sulphuric acid. This leaching 
of this acid is dangerous on its own, 
but compounds this danger as the acid 
dissolves and leaches elements from 
affected rock into the environment at  
toxic levels.

Do tailings  
dams work?
Tailings dams leak and fail consistently. 
Particularly in high rainfall areas like 
western Tasmania where rain and wind 
continually add oxygen to the tailings 
dam, and cause overflowing and spills.  
At best they slow the process. New 
methods like paste fill are much safer.

What is MMG’s 
track record?
MMG’s last tailings dam at their Rosebery 
mine was commissioned in 2018. It has 
recorded 18 spills in less than four years.

Can MMG be 
trusted?
MMG have lodged fraudulent mine lease 
applications, commenced works without 
permits, erected signage proclaiming 
property rights they did not have and even 
had police charge 38 protestors for being 
on a road that MMG had illegally closed 
(charges dropped on review). This is a 
rogue company backed by a totalitarian 
foreign government, used to getting its 
own way. Overseas, MMG and its state-
owned parent company China Minmetals 
are linked to questionable practices and 
abuse of local indigenous communities.
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A win-win 
for takayna
A win-win outcome is available. Not one 
job need be at stake. Nor should the 
rainforests or Masked Owls. 

There was a peaceful throng in the  
dark outside the Chinese embassy in 
Canberra. As a Greens senator I was  
at the gate joining calls for democracy  
in Tibet and China. The acting ambassador 
was furious and demanded that the officer 
in charge of police ‘arrest those people, 
now!’ The officer cooly told her that in this 
country protest is a right of citizens and he 
would be arresting no-one. She stomped 
off in disgust.

That event came to mind last Friday  
when 500 Chinese police stormed 
Hong Kong’s most liberal newspaper 
and arrested the editor and four senior 
journalists for running the news rather  
than the government line. (In China,  
this article would bring the police too).

Meanwhile, in Tasmania, more defenders 
of takayna were being arrested for daring 
to slow machinery invading the rainforest 
where Chinese company MMG intends 
to build a third toxic tailings dam for its 
Rosebery mine.

I and my foundation have been accused 
by Tasmanian mining industry supporters 
of ‘dogwhistle racism’ for stating MMG’s 
country of origin. The fact is that MMG 
is 74 percent owned by the Beijing 
government. Its origins go back to 1970 
before communist China ‘opened up’ to 
the wider world. Making public that the 
Beijing now-capitalist autocracy is in 
charge of this mining company is pertinent, 
not impertinent.

No one brought out the ‘race’ card  
when I condemned the Hydro-Electric 
Commission for contracting a French 
company to cater for the Franklin dam 
workers, or opposed the USS Enterprise 
nuclear aircraft carrier steaming into 
Hobart, or called for the Japanese 
whaling fleet to leave Antarctic waters.

MMG Rosebery says itself that ‘several 
locations have been considered for the  
site of a new tailings storage facility.  
The facilities need to be ... above all:  
safe – for people and for the 
environment.’ So why is this multinational 
corporation having good people arrested 
for upholding its own commitment to the 
environment? Why flatten core forest 
habitat for the Tasmanian Masked Owl, 
the world’s largest barn owl, listed by the 
Tasmanian government as endangered 
with extinction, when there are 
environmentally safer locations?

Just as I thanked the ACT Police inspector 
outside the Chinese embassy years ago, 
I thank Tasmania Police for their restraint 



in the difficult situation which MMG has 
needlessly created in takayna. I am very 
aware that governments acting under 
corporate pressure wrote our hollow 
environmental laws, not the police.

And thank goodness we are not in Peru.  
In 2015, 4,000 metres high up in the 
Andes, four of the 15,000 people 
protesting MMG’s giant copper mine 
were shot dead (and eight police were 
injured). By 2016 the crowd at a follow-
up protest had reduced to 200 and 
the death toll to two. But locals are still 
blockading MMG’s ore transport there  
as best they can.

Back here in 
takayna our 
foundation is 
set for the long 
haul. We will be 
doing all we can 
to peacefully 
defend 
Australia’s 
largest temperate 
rainforest 
from MMG’s 
destruction north 
of the Pieman 
River. 

There is one feature of MMG’s current 
proposal which should go ahead — the 
footbridge to accompany the tailings 
pipeline across the Pieman (actually Lake 
Pieman since the river was dammed in 
the 1983). This footbridge would provide 
a sensational walk from Rosebery into 
the cathedral-like takayna rainforest 
and so provide tourism-based jobs for 
the town, to complement its Stitt and 
Montezuma Falls, long after MMG has 
packed up and gone.

— Bob Brown, 2021



Over 90% of the 
natural values 
in takayna are 
intact. These values 
are under threat 
from mining, 
deforestation, 
logging and off-
road vehicle 
damage.
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takayna is a rare gem of natural intactness 
in a world where the destruction of wild 
nature is rampant and accelerating. It 
should also be one of the easiest in the 
world to protect. It contains the nation’s 
largest temperate rainforest, a galaxy of 
its rare and endangered wildlife and some 
of the richest Aboriginal heritage in the 
southern hemisphere.  

Other 
threats to 
takayna

Mining
Venture Minerals’ Riley Creek mine  
(under construction), and proposed  
Mt Lindsay and Livingstone mines, pose 
threats to landscapes and values in the 
southern reaches of takayna. Clearing for 
the first stage of mining at Riley Creek has 
occurred, with three more stages planned. 
The proposed mining at Mt Lindsay would 
damage some of the best examples of 
rainforest in takayna to facilitate the mine, 
waste rock dumps and tailings dam within 
the existing Meredith Ranges Regional 

Reserve (created and expanded under 
the Howard Government). In the north of 
takayna we have the continuing threat 
from the mothballed Nelson Bay River 
mine. This mine was approved in 2014 
but failed after just 7 months of mining in 
breach of permits. 90,000 cubic metres 
of acid-producing waste still remains 
at surface in breach of permits. 90% of 
takayna remains in tenures (including 
reserve tenures) available for mining and 
mineral exploration. 

Aboriginal  
coastal  
landscape
Illegal activity by off-road vehicles cause 
irreversible damage to the Aboriginal 
Heritage landscape that has existed 
for more than 40 000 years.  Here, the 
greatest number, diversity and density 
of Aboriginal hut sites in Australia exist.  
Off-road vehicles need to be prevented 
from the area between Sandy Cape and 
the Pieman River, and tracks in this region 
need to remain closed.

Logging
Logging in takayna continues to destroy 
intact rainforests and tall eucalyptus 
forests, crucial habitat for endangered, 
rare and endemic species. These 
ecosystems are critically important 
to providing a natural solution to the 
climate and biodiversity crises. All native 
forests need urgent protection in secure 
conservation reserves.



The value of protecting these ancient 
forests will far outlast the short period — 
alleged 42 years — that the Rosebery 
mine will use this site as its dumping 
ground. Establishing a world-renowned 
World Heritage listed National Park 
is a far better option than replacing 
magnificent forests and endangered 
species’ habitat with a massive dead 
zone forever.

bobbrown.org.au
contact@bobbrown.org.au
fb.com/Bob.Brown.Foundation
@BobBrownFndn

Photograph  Rob Blakers


