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SUPERMARKETS FIRST STEP ON SOFT PLASTICS JOURNEY?

The commitment by Coles and Woolworths to manage the REDcycle soft plastic stockpile is
hopefully, the start of a journey to recycling the vast bulk of Australia’s 440,000tonnes of the
material, the Boomerang Alliance said today.

“After the REDcycle collapse and with the imminent failure to meet national packaging targets, it
appears to us that the packaging sector is in danger of losing its social licence to operate. The
entire product chain needs to be involved and we urge the industry and federal and state
governments to embrace a product stewardship scheme that delivers a circular economy
solution,” said Jeff Angel, Director of the Alliance of 55 groups.

“Australia’s packaging targets must be met by the agreed date of 2025. We have set out a
regulatory three-year plan, funded by industry, that gets action on:

e redesign of packaging, including reducing plastic and using alternative materials;
a collection system available to all households based on special kerbside collections and
safe storage;

¢ new sorting technology at receiving facilities; and

e importantly, commitments to use the material as recycled content in new packaging and
other products,”

“Recent orders by the NSW EPA on the supermarkets have also been most helpful in getting
them to act on this first step and is a good example of how a government agency can be a green
defender,” Mr Angel said.
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THE HOUSEHOLD SOFT PLASTICS PLAN

PRODUCT
STEWARDSHIP
v~ SCHEME

2023

Commonwealth and state
governments take legislative
action to impose the 2025
packaging targets. Soft plastics
would be initial priority.

2024

2025

PACKAGING
REDESIGN

Begin soft plastics packaging
redesign, aiming to use less
material or find alternatives.

Continue soft plastics
packaging redesign.
Unnecessary, problematic
packaging eliminated or
banned.

Soft plastics designed for
easy recycling or more
recyclable materials.
Inclusion of recycled content.

Create a system of safe

storage for collected soft

plastics and develop kerbside
collection plan.

Soft plastics kerbside
collection to be made
available to all households
and stored safely.

SORTING &

PROCESSING

Upgrade existing Material
Recovery Facilities (MRFs)
and expand/build new
reprocessing plants.

Stockpile of soft plastics
recycled in the new facilities;
ongoing collections.

Implement intensive
communication and honest

marketing program.

No waste to energy.
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