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SUPERMARKETS RELEASED TIMID PLAN FOR SOFT PLASTICS RECYCLING

Today’s release by Coles, Woolworths and Aldi of a soft plastics “Roadmap to Restart” is an
admission of failure over the last 5 years and does not inspire confidence the problem will be
solved, the Boomerang Alliance said.

“It presents as if they had only discovered there’s a problem with plastic recycling, when in fact
the industry had a clear picture of the challenges with a Soft Plastics Working Group in 2018
under the auspices of the Australian Packaging Covenant. Now they can't even restart
collections at the end of the year at the scale of the small REDcycle scheme,” said Jeff Angel,
Director of the Alliance.

“So now we start again with some thought bubbles and the significant risk that the 2025 targets
of 70% recycling, won't be met. Notably there is no firm commitment by the supermarkets to use
collected plastics as recycled content.”

“l don't think the community trusts the supermarkets and packaging sector to get it right on their
own. It's absolutely vital that government regulates the sector to lock in the targets; broadscale
collection systems for households; funding by producers and big retailers; and recycled content
or less plastic or other alternative materials, in new packaging.”

“Our 3-year Plan should be taken up now before we allow the industry to waste any more time,*
Mr Angel said.
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THE HOUSEHOLD SOFT PLASTICS PLAN

PRODUCT
STEWARDSHIP
v~ SCHEME

2023

Commonwealth and state
governments take legislative
action to impose the 2025
packaging targets. Soft plastics
would be initial priority.

2024

2025

PACKAGING
REDESIGN

Begin soft plastics packaging
redesign, aiming to use less
material or find alternatives.

Continue soft plastics
packaging redesign.
Unnecessary, problematic
packaging eliminated or
banned.

Soft plastics designed for
easy recycling or more
recyclable materials.
Inclusion of recycled content.

Create a system of safe

storage for collected soft

plastics and develop kerbside
collection plan.

Soft plastics kerbside
collection to be made
available to all households
and stored safely.

SORTING &

PROCESSING

Upgrade existing Material
Recovery Facilities (MRFs)
and expand/build new
reprocessing plants.

Stockpile of soft plastics
recycled in the new facilities;
ongoing collections.

Implement intensive
communication and honest

marketing program.

No waste to energy.
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