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Project Background 

Introduction 

The Township of Bordentown submitted a Local Planning Services (LPS) Application dated March 13, 

2021, requesting assistance with the preparation of a Waterfront Park Concept Plan. LPS met with Township 

representatives on March 26, 2021, to discuss and agree upon the scope of the project. Based on agreements 

at the project scope meeting, LPS prepared a project scope of services that the Township Committee 

approved and adopted by resolution, Resolution 2021-205, on July 19, 2021 (Appendix A). The resolution 

authorized the creation of an advisory committee for the project. The advisory committee included the 

Mayor, the Township Administrator, the Township Director of Community Development, the Township 

Engineer, the Burlington County Department of Conservation Resources Director, the New Jersey 

Conservation Foundation Project Manager, and the Vice President of Triad Associates. Based upon the 

approved Scope of Work, LPS and the Project Advisory Committee held a kick-off meeting on September 

28, 2021, which officially set in motion the work plan for the Waterfront Park Concept Plan.    

The purpose of this project is to plan for a destination park for passive recreation and conservation uses of a 

109.6-acre Brownfield property along the Delaware River, previously slated for a major transit oriented 

residential development project.  In particular, the Township seeks to create a vision and a concept plan for 

the future use of the property as a destination Waterfront Park with trail to river, bird lookouts, boat 

launch/fishing pier, eagle foraging area, wetlands/buffer areas, natural vegetated forest, among others. This 

Waterfront Park Concept Plan will serve as the genesis for the design and engineering of the Township’s 

first Waterfront Park, a “legacy initiative” that will provide a range of uses beneficial to residents, visitors, 

and the natural resources of the Delaware River.   

The 109.6-acre Brownfield property is wholly owned by Bordentown Township.   The great majority of this 

property is located within the Township’s jurisdiction, but small portions of the property are located in 

Mansfield Township (southern border) and the Borough of Fieldsboro (northern border).  The Block and Lot 

designations include the following:   

• Block 140 lots 10-16, 18 and 19  

• Block 141 lot 4  

• Block 69 lot 1 (technically in Mansfield Township)  

• Block 13 lots 8, 9.01 and 9.02 (technically in Borough of Fieldsboro)  

This project will ensure the conservation of a large portion of the Delaware River waterfront and the 

preservation of wildlife habitat, wetlands, and other natural features of the property. 

 

History of Waterfront Park Site 

The North American Marine Salvage Company established a salvage yard, which was also known as the 

Harry Doan Salvage Yard, on the Delaware River near Newbold Island in Bordentown in 1946.1 A variety 

of ships were dismantled at the site, including many that had been used during World War II. Arguably the 

 

1 https://www.newspapers.com/clip/75042144/courier-post/  

https://www.newspapers.com/clip/75042144/courier-post/
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most famous ship to have been brought to the salvage yard for scrapping was Adolf Hitler’s former yacht, 

the Aviso Grille, in 1951.2  

At the Bordentown site, ships were stripped of non-ferrous metals to be refined by North American 

Smelting, the parent company of North American Marine Salvage Company. Other parts of the ships that 

could be recovered were sold off.  

A large section of the coast was filled to increase the footprint of the salvage yard. This realigned the eastern 

part of the secondary channel that separates Newbold Island from the New Jersey side of the Delaware 

River. This section of the secondary channel was dredged to allow ships to reach the salvage yard. The 1930 

aerial photograph3 below shows the previous state of the site, with the natural flow of the channel prior to 

the construction of the salvage yard. 

 

In the 1970’s, Public Services Electric and Gas Company (PSE&G) purchased Newbold Island and 40 acres 

of land between the secondary channel and Route 130 with the intention of constructing a nuclear power 

plant on the site. This plan was never realized, and Newbold Island has largely remained vacant ever since.  

The North American Marine Salvage Yard was shut down in the 1980’s and the property was left 

undeveloped ever since, largely due to the salvage yard’s operations resulting in extensive contamination of 

the property. The site was designated as an area in need of redevelopment in 2003/2006. The subsequent 

redevelopment plan called for a mixed-use development centered around a new station on the New Jersey 

Transit River Line.4 The first phase, including the construction of a gas station and 159-unit apartment 

building on the landward side of the train tracks, was completed.  

 

2https://www.app.com/story/news/local/southern-ocean-county/2015/08/18/vacationing-florence-new-jersey-days-

gone/31930577/  
3 https://www.arcgis.com/apps/OnePane/basicviewer/index.html?appid=0d55ac76c7264242b7b97ac6d2847b6e  
4https://www.nj.com/mercer/2014/03/first_phase_of_bordentown_waterfront_community_will_be_move-

in_ready_by_summer_developer_says.html  

https://www.app.com/story/news/local/southern-ocean-county/2015/08/18/vacationing-florence-new-jersey-days-gone/31930577/
https://www.app.com/story/news/local/southern-ocean-county/2015/08/18/vacationing-florence-new-jersey-days-gone/31930577/
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/OnePane/basicviewer/index.html?appid=0d55ac76c7264242b7b97ac6d2847b6e
https://www.nj.com/mercer/2014/03/first_phase_of_bordentown_waterfront_community_will_be_move-in_ready_by_summer_developer_says.html
https://www.nj.com/mercer/2014/03/first_phase_of_bordentown_waterfront_community_will_be_move-in_ready_by_summer_developer_says.html
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The planned train station was never approved and the rest of the redevelopment plan was reconsidered. This 

eventually led to the Township purchasing the 72-acre undeveloped portion of the site in 2020.5 

  

Planning Context: Previous Studies 

New Jersey Conservation Blueprint 

The Nature Conservancy and the New Jersey Conservation Foundation collaborated with Rowan University 

to develop a mapping tool to assist local decision makers and non-profit organizations in selecting properties 

for protection. Known as the Conservation Blueprint, this online, interactive mapping site was developed as 

part of a collaborative effort with a 22-member Steering Committee to identify priority land rankings based 

on four themes: 

• Water quality – to protect surface water and groundwater; 

• Ecological – to support ecosystem health; 

• Community Green Space – lands important for recreation and connecting people to nature; 

• Agricultural – to support farming. 

With funding support from the William Penn Foundation and the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, the 

purpose of the project is “to develop a shared, living blueprint of lands to be protected in the next few 

decades” and provide a “blueprint of conservation priorities to ensure a healthy New Jersey for future 

generations.” 

Water Quality 

In the Township of Bordentown, the water quality map identifies lands for the protection of clean water, 

healthy and resilient watersheds, aquatic habitats, and wildlife species over time. Featured in the map are 

wetlands, groundwater recharge areas, headwaters, and floodplains. The Township of Bordentown has a mix 

of medium-high, medium, medium-low and lowest priority lands. Due to its status as a 100-year floodplain 

and as having a high concentration of wetlands, the Waterfront Park tract is ranked medium to medium-high 

importance for maintaining water quality in Bordentown.  

Ecological 

Ecological priorities are lands that are important to protect for their significance of providing clean water, 

diverse habitats, and healthy ecosystems. The Township of Bordentown includes lands that are of medium 

high, medium, medium-low, and lowest priority. Most of the Waterfront Park tract is considered medium 

high priority ecological land due to the presence of several unique species, including state threatened and 

endangered species. A small portion of the tract is medium priority. 

Community Green Space 

Community green space priorities are lands that are important to protect for the health of people, such as 

natural and agricultural lands near homes and undeveloped lands in floodplains. Bordentown has a suburban 

development pattern and includes highest priority, high priority, medium priority, priority, and important 

 

5 https://www.tapinto.net/towns/bordentown/sections/green/articles/township-buys-waterfront-development-pledges-open-space-

preservation  

https://www.tapinto.net/towns/bordentown/sections/green/articles/township-buys-waterfront-development-pledges-open-space-preservation
https://www.tapinto.net/towns/bordentown/sections/green/articles/township-buys-waterfront-development-pledges-open-space-preservation
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lands. The Waterfront Park tract is considered a high to medium priority land for community green space 

due to its location in a 100-year floodplain, location near existing open space, and current vacant land tax 

use code classification among others.  

 

County Plans 

Burlington County Parks and Open Space Master Plan (Approved August 2002) 

The 2002 Burlington County Parks and Open Space Master Plan recommends policies, actions, and 

strategies to add to the existing 1,500 preserved acres of open space in Burlington County, because it 

recognizes that vibrant parks, open space, and recreation programs are vital to the health and prosperity of 

all of the county’s residents. To this end, the Plan has four key goals, which were developed in consultation 

with community members, nonprofit organizations, and government officials: 

• Create a county parks system that expands public access to diverse, passive recreational facilities. 

• Aggressively protect the county’s significant natural resources. 

• Preserve and enhance the culture and heritage of Burlington County. 

• Coordinate park system development and open space preservation with compatible growth, 

preservation, and recreation initiatives. 

Burlington County envisions creating a “hub and spoke” system, where there are several county park “hubs” 

linked by “spoke”-like trails. Potential connectors include park trails, bikeway trails, water/canoe trails, all-

terrain bike trails, cross-country ski trails, and equestrian trails. Key project areas in the near future include 

the Rancocas Creek Greenway, the Delaware River Greenway, Barker’s Brook Project Area, Mason’s 

Creek/Rancocas Creek/Southwest Branch Project Area, and the Pinelands Project Area. The majority of 

these sites will be focused on passive recreation, such as hiking; biking; canoeing; picnicking; and cultural, 

historic, and arts programs. The Waterfront Park tract is adjacent to Crystal Lake Park and the Delaware 

River Heritage Trail, a County park (hub) and trail (spoke) that connect the study area to the larger County 

park system.  

 

Burlington County Bicycle Master Plan (Adopted June 2014) 

In June 2014, Burlington County adopted the Burlington County Bicycle Master Plan (Plan), which 

comprehensively addresses the “5 Es” of bicycle planning6.  The purpose of the Plan is to guide the 

development of on-road bikeways and multi-use trails that will encompass the County’s bikeway network.  

The community vision guiding the Plan is for bicycling to become a standard mode of transportation and 

recreation by creating a safe, convenient, comfortable, and regionally connected bikeway network. Each 

recommendation in the Plan is informed by three goals: connectivity, safety, and convenience. The Plan 

attempts to address the goal of connecting town centers and major destinations for recreation and 

transportation via a countywide bicycle network, increase safety for bicyclists and make bicycling a viable 

commuting option. 

At the time of the Plan’s preparation, Burlington County had 71.6 miles of bike lanes, 33.1 miles of 

designated on-road bicycle routes and 49.3 miles of off-road bicycle paths for a total of 154 miles of 

 

6 Engineering, Education, Encouragement, Enforcement, and Evaluation make up the five Es. 
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bikeways.  As part of the Plan, the County proposes to add 398 miles of bikeways to its existing network.  

Two categories of bikeways are proposed, primary corridors, which are continuous and connect population 

and commercial centers, and secondary corridors, which serve as linkages gluing the primary corridors 

together.       

The Delaware River Heritage Trail (DRHT), a network of on-road and off-road bikeways along both sides 

of the Delaware River waterfront between Philadelphia and Trenton has a 25-mile section in Burlington 

County. A 2.8-mile section of the DRHT trail already connects Bordentown Township with Fieldsboro and 

Bordentown City. A 1.9-mile on-road bicycle lane is proposed on Burlington-Bordentown Road between the 

Waterfront Park tract location on U.S. Route 130 and Prince St. in Burlington City. Similarly, A 1.9-mile 

on-road bicycle lane is proposed on U.S. Route 130 between the Waterfront Park tract location on 

Burlington-Bordentown Road and Hornberger Ave. A 1.9-mile on-road bicycle lane is proposed on Axe 

Factory Road (CR 660) between Old York Rd (CR 660) and the adjacent Crystal Lake Park Entrance (Park 

Connector). Other bicycle facilities are proposed on major roads, such as US route 206 and Bordentown-

Georgetown Rd (CR 545), in addition to the already completed 0.5 mile off-road path on New Jersey Ave 

between Groveville Road and Wilson Ave. 

 

2019 Burlington County Multi-Jurisdictional All-Hazards Mitigation Plan Update 

The 2019 Hazard Mitigation Plan identifies potential hazards to develop a mitigation strategy that will 

reduce and/or eliminate risks from natural hazards. The plan helps citizens and government agencies 

respond to disasters and allows Burlington County to be eligible for funding for mitigation project funding. 

The updated goals and objectives remain consistent with the 2014 County Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

and the 2014 New Jersey State Hazard Mitigation Plan as follows: 

• Protect life; 

• Protect property; 

• Promote a sustainable economy; 

• Protect the environment;  

• Increase public awareness. 

Additionally, the 2019 Plan, converted the following objective of the 2014 Plan into a goal with a new 

associative objective:  

• Goal: Support continuity of operations. 

• Objective: Increase local government official awareness regarding funding opportunities for 

mitigation and participating/contributing to future plan updates. 

The Delaware River and its tributaries are subject to frequent flooding due to extremely high tides, hurricane 

activity, or tropical storms. Twenty-three percent or 1,327.7 acres of the Township’s total land area are 

located in an A-Zone or 1 percent Flood Event Hazard Area (100-year flood).  An additional 24 percent or 

1,383.6 7 acres of the Township’s total land area are located in a 500-year flood zone or 0.2-percent Flood 

Event Hazard Area.  6.2 percent of the Township’s population or 701 persons are exposed to a 1-percent 

chance flood event. 7 percent of the Township’s population or 792 persons are exposed to a 0.2-percent 

chance flood event. 

The Township of Bordentown is highly vulnerable to severe winter weather, severe storms, and landslides, 

but moderately vulnerable to droughts, earthquakes, and flooding. The waterfront park site is located in a 



 

7 

100-year flood zone (A-Zone) and is highly vulnerable to wildfires. To address the risks of flooding and 

other hazards, the Township has programmed the stabilization of streams and banks, the replacement of 

failing storm sewer lines and culverts, and the installation of green infrastructure and other non-structural 

flood hazard mitigation alternatives among others.  

Municipal Plans 

Environmental Resource Inventory – 2013 Update 

The Environmental Resource Inventory describes the Township’s land use, soils, geology, topography, 

groundwater, surface water, water quality, air quality, vegetation, animal communities, and the built 

environment. As of 2010, the Township’s land uses are dedicated largely to: wooded habitat (30 percent or 

1,807.97 acres); single-family residential homes (18 percent or 1,045.32 acres); vacant land (13 percent or 

745.56 acres); and agricultural land (8 percent or 475.26 acres). The Waterfront Park site consists primarily 

of vacant land and partially wooded habitat.  

Per the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service, the Township’s soils 

consist of 21 series types with 58 variations. The most dominant soil types are as follows: Keyport (16 

percent or 953.63 acres); Freehold (12 percent or 682.10 acres); Urban Land (11 percent or 642.62 acres); 

Sassafras (10 percent or 587.46 acres); Udorthents (6 percent or 383.25); Woodstown (6 percent or 380.66 

acres); and Adelphia (5 percent or 300.13 acres) soil series.  The Waterfront Park site consists primarily of 

Urban Land and Udorthents soils. Urban Land soils consist of cut and filled land used for commercial, 

industrial, and/or other economic purposes. Such soils come with severe limitations for crops and moderate 

limitations for woodland or wildlife. Udorthents series soils consist of poorly drained and altered soils. 

These are primarily low elevation soils found in tidal marshes, drainage ways, and other low-lying areas.    

 

Watersheds are ecological units encompassing all lands that drain into a specified river, stream, lake, and/or 

wetland. Bordentown Township is located in the Delaware River watershed. The United States Geological 

Survey (USGS) assigns a hydrologic unit code (HUC) to each watershed and subwatershed. In New Jersey, 

the Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) manages natural resources via 20 Watershed 

Management Areas (WMA) consisting of 152 HUC 11 watersheds (identified by an 11-digit code) and over 

900 HUC 14 subwatersheds (identified by a 14-digit code). Bordentown is located in the Assiscunk, 

Crosswicks, and Doctors WMA, which is also known as WMA 20. The Crosswicks Creek below Doctors 

Creek, the Crosswicks Creek from Doctors Creek to New Egypt, the Blacks Creek, and the Crafts Creek 

HUC 11 watersheds are all located in the WMA 20 in Bordentown. Approximately 28 stream miles flow 

through the Township. Of that total, over 10 miles are first order or headwater streams. Headwater streams 

are important for their diversity of aquatic life and because of their impact on downstream water quality. 

Headwater streams in Bordentown are as follows: Mile Hollow Run; Jumble Gut Run; and a number of 

tributaries to Sucker Run, Blacks Creek, Crosswicks Creek, and Crystal Creek. The Delaware River, which 

borders the Waterfront Park site, flows into the Crosswicks Creek, Mile Hollow Run, Blacks Creek, and 

Crystal Creek twice a day due to tidal flows. The Township also has 105.4 acres of lakes and ponds. Crystal 

Lake, which covers 20.8 acres, is the closest lake to the Waterfront Park site. The Waterfront Park study 

area is located in the Crafts Creek HUC 11 watershed. Due to its location along the Delaware River, the 

Waterfront Park study area is also located in a 100-year floodplain and is partially covered by wetlands. 
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Waterfront Park Site Remedial Action Work Plan (Approved November 2017) 

The Remedial Action Work Plan (RAWP) describes the conditions that are known to exist at the Waterfront 

Park tract, which is part of a previously designated “Area in Need of Redevelopment” (ANR). The ANR 

covers the following tracts: Block 140-Lots 5 and 14-16; Block 13-Lots 8, 9.01 and 9.02 in Fieldsboro; 

Block 140-Lots 12 and 13; Block 140-Lot 8; Block 140-Lots 7 and 10; and Block 140-Lots 6, 11, 18 and 19, 

which is the former location of the North American Marine Salvage Company (Namsco) facility. The ANR 

tracts are accessible via Rivergate Boulevard and US Highway 130 (US 130).  

Namsco had facilities on site for dismantling, salvaging, and scraping of out-of-service ships, boats, and 

other marine vessels. The Namsco portion of the Waterfront Park site, which consists of historic fill and 

dredge spoils, contains contaminated soils with petroleum products, base neutral organic compounds (BNs), 

volatile organic compounds (VO+), certain heavy metals, and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). Much of 

the soil contamination and other areas of environmental concern (AOCs) are identified in the RAWP. In 

addition, the RAWP outlines the remedial activities required to ensure that the ANR tracts, which 

incorporate much of the Waterfront Park tract, are suitable for reuse at levels that are safe for human health 

and the environment. 

 

 

Coastal Vulnerability Assessment Report (Approved December 2017) 

The Township of Bordentown and partners conducted a coastal vulnerability assessment (CVA), whereby 

participants studied and prioritized likely hazards to the township from the joint impacts of storm surge and 

sea level rise. The CVA used predicted year 2100 sea level rise (3.3 feet) combined with a model that shows 

the depth and extent of storm surge from a Category 2 storm and assumed that the storm strikes at high tide 

and at an angle and direction that maximized the amount of surge. The Township and its partners also 

studied the effects of the scenario noted above on crucial assets in the municipality. The River LINE, the 

former North American Salvage Company site, the Township’s bulkhead along the Delaware River, and the 

Interstate Route 295 crossing at Crosswicks Creek were highlighted as the four assets with the highest 

susceptibility to sea level rise and storm scenario noted above. 

The waterfront park site includes the North American Salvage Company parcel, which is located between 

the Delaware River and the River LINE railway. The property formerly held a shipyard that salvaged metal 

from ships. It is a contaminated site that was subject to remediation in time for the construction of the 

waterfront mixed-use development, which has since been abandoned. The site has a moderate to high degree 

of vulnerability to flooding due to likely sea level rise. It is protected by a bulkhead on the site that also has 

a moderate to high degree of vulnerability to flooding. Flooding at the predicted sea level rise levels could 

result in the site being eroded. 

This report recommends that the Township comprehensively program for the installation of green 

stormwater infrastructure to decrease the volume and velocity of stormwater runoff and address acute 

problems on a case-by-case basis in order to mitigate stormwater problems within its borders. Furthermore, 

the report recommends that the Township partner with its upstream municipalities (i.e., the Townships of 
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Hamilton, Chesterfield, Upper Freehold, North Hanover, Mansfield, and Florence) and NJDEP’s Office of 

Stormwater Management to address watershed-wide stormwater runoff and flooding. 

 

2018 Master Plan Reexamination Report – (Adopted August 9, 2018) 

New Jersey Municipal Land Use Law (MLUL) requires that the municipal planning board “prepare and, 

after a public hearing, adopt or amend a master plan or component parts thereof, to guide the use of lands 

within the municipality in a manner that protects public health and safety and promotes the general welfare” 

(N.J.S.A. 40:55D-28). New Jersey municipalities are further required to conduct a reexamination of their 

master plan every ten years (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-89). Bordentown Township’s most recent master plan 

reexamination was prepared by Heyer, Gruel, & Associates and adopted by the municipal planning board on 

August 9, 2018. The Township’s master plan was adopted in 1990 with previous reexaminations adopted in 

1996, 1999, 2002, and 2008. 

Public input received during the planning process largely focused on areas in the Township near the border 

with the City of Bordentown and the Township’s major roads. Residents expressed a desire for the US 

Route 130 corridor to become more characteristic of a “complete street” with improved pedestrian safety 

features and improved streetscapes. The study area is roughly 500 feet from US Route 130, though in a less 

densely developed section than what many of the comments and recommendations referenced.  Residents 

additionally expressed a desire for the expansion and creation of parks, open spaces, and bicycle paths in the 

Township. Newbold Island was one of the specific locations cited for its potential as a future park.  

 

The Bordentown Township Economic Development Advisory Committee agreed with public input 

regarding the expansion of passive and active recreation in the Township, specifically calling out the 

Delaware River as a major asset where water related uses could be incorporated.  

 

Goals and objectives of the 1990 master plan that the 2008 reexamination report found to still be valid that 

relate to the protection or enhancement of natural spaces include: 

• Conservation of existing natural resources should be an integral part of the planning process, with 

special attention to the constraints of environmentally critical and sensitive areas; and 

• Open space should be preserved to the maximum extent possible, particularly those lands exhibiting 

the potential for flooding. 

 

The 2018 reexamination report notes that the “lack of a continuous pedestrian path/bikeway connecting the 

northern and southern parts of the Township” raised in the 2008 reexamination report remained valid.  

 

The 2018 reexamination report notes that there have been some major shifts in the demographics and 

housing characteristics in the Township, namely the municipal population increasing nearly 40% between 

2000 and 2016. The number of private wage-covered jobs decreased by 9% between 2008 and 2013 before 

increasing by 34% between 2013 and 2017. The 2018 reexamination report also notes changes to the status 

of affordable housing obligations caused by the 2015 New Jersey Supreme Court decision that disbanded the 

Council on Affordable Housing (COAH). The 2018 reexamination report additionally describes a number of 
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related plans, ordinances, and committees the Township has adopted or created since the 2008 

reexamination report was adopted.  

 

In response to the changes that have occurred since the adoption in 1990, the 2018 reexamination report 

recommends that the Township update or prepare for the first time the following master plan elements: 

• Goals and Objectives 

• Land Use  

• Circulation  

• Open Space and Recreation 

• Community Facilities 

• Housing/Fair Share Plan 

The 2018 reexamination report noted the existence of five redevelopment areas or plans within the 

Township, including the Waterfront Redevelopment Village Plan, which was the former plan for the study 

area. The Waterfront Redevelopment Village Plan, which was subsequently abandoned, permitted a mixture 

of commercial, residential, and recreational uses in addition to the underlying zoning of Research, 

Engineering, and Office and Conservation zones. The 2018 reexamination report recommended that the 

redevelopment plans be incorporated into the Township’s Land Use Plan Element.  

 

2019 Housing Plan Element (Adopted August 8, 2019) 

Bordentown Township’s Housing Element and Fair Share Plan (HEFSP) was prepared by Heyer, Gruel, & 

Associates and is in accordance with applicable law. The Planning Board adopted this plan on August 8, 

2019. 

The Township has maintained immunity from Mount Laurel litigation as of the date of the most recent 

HEFSP (July 2019) after the Court confirmed Bordentown’s compliance with the Prior Round and its 

realistic opportunity for credits to be applied to Third Round obligations. On June 26, 2017, a settlement 

agreement was executed between the Township and the Fair Share Housing Center (FSHC) seeking court 

approval for an accepted fair share obligation for Bordentown as a result of not having a suitable way of a 

calculating municipal obligations throughout the state.  This settlement agreement was amended in 2019 to 

reflect the inclusion of two K Johnson Enterprises, LLC redevelopment sites. Following the Court-approved, 

executed settlement agreement, Bordentown Township aims to use inclusionary zoning, group homes, and 

100% affordable housing, among others, to fully address its overall obligation. A portion of the Waterfront 

Park tract is included in the Township’s court-approved plan as a site dedicated to the construction of an 

inclusionary or mixed income housing project. 

 

2019 Circulation Plan Element (Adopted December 12, 2019) 

The circulation plan is considered a discretionary element that may be included in the master plan “where 

appropriate.” According to the MLUL, a circulation plan element should show “the location and types of 

facilities for all modes of transportation required for the efficient movement of people and goods into, about, 

and through the municipality, taking into account the functional highway classification system of the Federal 

Highway Administration and the types, locations, conditions and availability of existing and proposed 

transportation facilities, including air, water, road and rail” (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-28(4)). Bordentown 
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Township’s circulation plan element was prepared by Heyer, Gruel, & Associates and adopted by the 

municipal planning board on December 12, 2019. Public input for the circulation plan element was largely 

obtained during the 2018 master plan reexamination process, also conducted by Heyer, Gruel, and 

Associates (see above). 

 

The circulation plan element heavily incorporates findings from three recent plans produced by the 

Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC): US 130/US 206 Road Safety Audit (2012), 

Traffic Calming Alternatives for Routes 130 & 206 in Bordentown, NJ (2012), and Bordentown Township 

Redevelopment: Proposed Connector Road (2014). These studies and the circulation plan element largely 

focus on the area in the vicinity of the Township’s commercial corridor near where US Routes 130 and 206 

merge. The study area for this plan is also located near US Route 130 but is further south than the location 

of any roads that received specific recommendations in the circulation plan element.  

 

The circulation plan element’s recommendations are broken into the following categories: pedestrian and 

bike path connections; traffic calming; congestion; roadway vacation; and additional recommendations. 

Specific recommendations in the pedestrian and bike path connections' section that are potentially relevant 

to the development of the study area in this plan include: 

 

• When redesigning new roads, the Township should ensure that all new roadways are supplemented 

by sidewalks for pedestrians and bike lanes for bicyclists.  

• The Township should prepare a Municipal Public Access Plan (MPAP) that outlines the Township’s 

strategy to preserve and enhance residents’ ability to access the natural resources along the tidal 

waters of the Delaware River and Crosswick Creek. In developing the MPAP, which must be 

submitted to NJDEP for approval, the Township should consider opportunities for bicycle and 

pedestrian connections as a strategy to improve public access to the waterfront while also 

connecting disparate portions of the Township.  

• The Township should coordinate with the City of Bordentown and the Borough of Fieldsboro to 

make inter-municipal bike and pedestrian connections.  

An additional recommendation that is relevant to the area immediately adjacent to the study area of this plan 

is: 

• The Township should work with the State and County to expand and promote public transportation, 

such as bus stops and bus routes along Route 130 focusing on areas of high-density housing, such as 

the Southgate and Rydel Apartment complex, Rivergate, and Bradford Pointe Apartments. 

 

2019 Land Use Plan Element (Adopted December 12, 2019) 
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Adopting a comprehensive Land Use Element was recommended by the Township’s 2018 Reexamination 

report. The Land Use Element considers environmental characteristics, existing land use patterns and zoning 

densities, physical and visual form, in addition to current and future land demands, thus setting the 

foundation for future ordinance revisions. Supporting its zoning ordinance, the Land Use Element acts as a 

framework for the Township’s future development and redevelopment needs. This Land Use Plan Element 

was prepared by Heyer, Gruel & Associates and adopted by the Bordentown Township Planning Board on 

December 12, 2019. 

Existing land use patterns may highlight local issues and subsequently direct ways to enhance the visual, 

physical, environmental, and economic health of a community. Bordentown Township’s land area is about 

5,444.6 acres (91.9%) and a water area of 481.8 acres (8.1%) of the entire Township. Although Bordentown 

has residential clusters scattered throughout, development trends indicate large tracts of the Township's 

southern region – historically used for industry and farming – being subdivided and clustered into residential 

developments. 

Residential lands represent approximately 22.9% of Bordentown’s total land area consisting of mainly one- 

and two-family homes located in the Township’s northern half, east of Route 206. Altogether apartments 

only make up about 1.4% of total land area in the Township. Commercial land use is about 12.3% of the 

Township’s land area with most uses being found along, or at the intersection of, Routes 206 and 130. 

Industrial properties (5.4% of total land) are primarily located in the southern portion of the Township near 

Routes 130 and 206, the New Jersey Turnpike and I-295. Vacant parcels, 48 percent of which represent 

Newbold Island, account for 21.2% of the Township’s parcel area. Large tracts of Bordentown’s vacant 

parcels are located south of Washington Street, along Routes 130 and 206 and the remaining undeveloped 

portion of the Township’s Waterfront Redevelopment Village Area (the study area for the Waterfront 

Concept Park). Public property occupies more than 26.1% of total land area in Bordentown. Bordentown’s 

other land uses consist of public schools, church and charity, cemeteries and graveyards, farmlands, and 

other exempt properties.   

Bordentown Township is divided into 19 zones, 3 overlay districts, and 5 Redevelopment Areas, which lay 

the groundwork for development in the Township. The key zones affecting the study area for the Waterfront 

Park are: the Research, Engineering and Office (REO) district; the Planned Unit/Multi Family Residential 

Zone (PUD/AT); the Planned Unit Development (PUD) zone; the Conservation (C) district; the Public (P) 

district, the Affordable Housing Overlay (AH-1), the Waterfront Redevelopment Village Plan, and 

Rehabilitation Area. 

Two REO districts east of Route 130 lie within the study area for the Waterfront Park – one entirely on 

Newbold Island and one right off Route 130. The latter of the two includes the Waterfront Redevelopment 

Village Plan area which is also part of the study area. In regard to the two Planned Unit Development Zones, 

the PUD/AT is currently developed with the Bradford Pointe Apartments, which is adjacent to the 

Waterfront Park study area. Adjacent to PUD/AT is the Crystal Lake residential subdivision development 

that sits within the PUD zone. Conservation districts contain environmentally sensitive areas. The C district 

within the study area of the Waterfront Park is vacant land wholly located on Newbold Island. Permitted 

uses in C districts are parks, playgrounds, public conservation areas, public open spaces, and detached 

single-family dwelling units on 10 acre lots. The AH-1 zone, one of three overlay zones, consists of 

farmland and vacant land. Among others the AH-1 permits townhomes and apartments not to exceed 227 
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units with at least 36 units set aside for low, very-low, and moderate-income households. The Waterfront 

Redevelopment Village Plan includes the study area for the Waterfront Park. Permitted uses include those of 

the underlying REO and C zones as well as retail, office and service uses, childcare centers, multi-family 

residential, marina and boat launch facilities, and mixed-use development. The Rivergate Bordentown 

Waterfront apartment community and QuickChek gas station/convenience store are examples of two recent 

projects that were completed in this zone: 2016 and 2017 respectively. Approximately 4,114 acres (84.1%) 

of total land area in the Township were classified as an Area in Need of Rehabilitation. All of Newbold 

Island is considered a Rehabilitation Area. 

Bordentown Township has several environmental characteristics to consider as a result of its location along 

the Delaware River and the many creeks that traverse the Township. These characteristics are floodplains, 

wetlands, riparian zones, and known contaminated sites. The 100- and 500-year floodplains established by 

the Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) include land area vulnerable to being 

overcome with floodwaters from any source. The Waterfront Park study area falls predominantly within the 

100-year Floodplain and is outlined by the 500-year Floodplain and floodway. Wetlands are land areas that 

are either submerged or retain water at ground level for a portion of the year, including marshes, swamps, 

and bogs. About half of the Waterfront Park study area is classified as a wetland, mostly located on 

Newbold Island. The areas, or buffers, alongside a regulated waterway are referred to as riparian zones and 

depending on how the waterway is classified, are either 50 feet, 150 feet, or 300 feet wide. The Township 

has an adopted Riparian Buffer Conservation Zone (Ordinance #2007-27). Bordentown has a total of 23 

known contaminated sites: There is one known contaminated site on the outskirts of the Waterfront Park 

study area near the Mansfield Township border. 

The Waterfront Park study area is currently zoned as an REO and C district and is part of the Waterfront 

Redevelopment Village Plan Redevelopment Area. Land use recommendations for the REO district include, 

among others, rezoning Newbold Island to a P district. Likewise, the C district over Newbold Island is also 

recommended to be rezoned to a P district. Once implemented, the proposed zoning changes will make 

Newbold Island a Public or P district as it is wholly owned by PSE&G.  

 

 

 

  



 

14 

Community Context 

Geography 

The Township of Bordentown is in west-central 

New Jersey, forming part of Burlington County. 

Hamilton Township is to the north of 

Bordentown; Chesterfield Township to the east; 

and Florence Township and Mansfield 

Township to the south. Bordentown’s western 

border is mostly the Delaware River along with 

Fieldsboro Borough and Bordentown City. The 

Waterfront Park tract is located along the 

Delaware River between Fieldsboro to the north 

and Mansfield Township to the south. Newbold 

Island and U.S. Route 130 form the western and 

eastern borders of the Waterfront Park tract 

study area respectively. The New Jersey 

Turnpike, I-295, and U.S. Routes 130 and 206 

are some of the major roadways that pass-

through the Township. Major cities nearby 

include Philadelphia, which is about 33 miles 

southeast of Bordentown and New York City, 

which is 65 miles northwest of it. 

 

All of Bordentown Township lies within the 

Delaware River watershed, primarily made up of three stream systems – Crosswicks Creek in the northwest 

region, Blacks Creek across the center, and Spring Hill Brook in the southeastern portion of the Township. 

These flowing water bodies result in the presence of several floodplains, wetlands, and riparian buffers that 

have a significant impact on the land use and development of Bordentown Township. Approximately 

1,457.8 acres (26.8%) of total land area are within the 100-year and 500-year floodplains established by the 

Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) and nearly 1,300.1 acres (21.9%) of total land 

area are classified as wetlands. These areas are under protective FEMA, NJDEP, and/or Bordentown 

Township regulations in order to preserve the water quality, floodwater control, and life and property 

protection benefits they provide. 
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Demographics 

According to the 2020 Census, Bordentown’s population was 11,791, an increase of 3.6% (11,367) from 

2010 Census counts. The 2019 American Community Survey (ACS) estimates indicate that Bordentown has 

a median age of 42.6 years and an average household size of 2.55 with over half (62.5%) of households 

being occupied by two persons or less. 

ACS estimates show Bordentown’s population has increased steadily since 1930 as Burlington County’s and 

New Jersey’s did as well. In the 1950s, the Township's population practically tripled from 2,033 to 5,936. 

Recent decades show the County’s and State’s population have slowed, although the Township did see a 

35.6% growth from 2000 to 2010. 

In 2020 the median age of the Township’s residents was 42.6 years. The largest age cohort is 45-54 with 

1,851 (15.5%) of 11,791 total population closely followed by the 35-44 and 25-34 cohorts with 1,588 

(13.3%) and 1,339 (11.2%) of the total population, respectively. 

According to the 2020 Census, of Bordentown Township’s 11,791 residents that identified as one race 

alone, there were 8,177 who identified as White; 1,231 as Black or African American; 24 as American 

Indian and Alaska Native; 1,139 as Asian; 1 as Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander; and 364 as 

Some other race. There were 364 who identified as Two or more races and 989 as Hispanic or Latino (of any 

race). 

In 2019, the Township’s median income was $93,288, which is higher than the County’s ($88,797) and the 

State’s ($85,751) median incomes.  

Employment Data 

Data from the New Jersey Department of Labor from 2007 to 2017 indicates that Bordentown’s 

unemployment rate remained below 10% during this ten-year period. In 2010, the unemployment rate 

reached its decade high of 8.1% and has since continued a new downward trend to 3.5% in 2017. While 

their trends were generally comparable, the Township’s unemployment levels have been consistently lower 

than in Burlington County and New Jersey. 

The 2019 ACS calculated that of the 4,479 full-time, year-round sixteen years and over workers in the 

Township 26.0 percent worked in the educational services, and health care and social assistance industry. 

The vast majority (89.4%) of workers sixteen and over commuted less than an hour to work. 

The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) - the federally designated Metropolitan 

Planning Organization (MPO) for the Greater Philadelphia Region – predicts that during the period 2010 to 

2045 employment in the Township will increase by 8% by 2045. Chances are future employment 

opportunities within the Township will take place near the Route 130 and 206 corridors as well as 

industrially zoned areas due to their proximity to I-295 and the New Jersey Turnpike. 

Existing Housing Conditions 

As reported by the 2020 Census, 78.0% of Bordentown’s housing units were owner-occupied, 21.9% were 

renter-occupied and 66.6% of the overall 4,566 occupied housing units were built after 1960. Most of the 

units are single-family detached homes (67.0%) followed by single-family attached homes (17.1%), and 
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only 15.4% of housing structures contain two or more units. In 2019 the median household value for owner-

occupied housing units with a mortgage was $321,000. 

Waterfront Park/Passive Recreation Market Profile  

 

Existing Conditions: Opportunities and Constraints  

Opportunities 

Waterfront Park Property Field Survey 

On November 8, 2021, the project team and a couple members from the advisory committee met with Emile 

DeVito, PhD, Manager of Science & Stewardship at the New Jersey Conservation Foundation, to conduct a 

field survey or "preliminary bio assessment" of the Waterfront Park tract.  

According to Mr. DeVito, the most valuable vegetation on the site is the mature floodplain forest land, 

particularly the sycamore and silver maple dominated forest with a dense Spicebush understory along the 

Delaware River. Otherwise, most of the site consists of invasive species. The Chinese Bush Clover and Mug 

Wort are particularly invasive plants with a considerable ability to last in the seed bank for many years. It 

will be difficult to remove these invasive species and restore native meadows without significant effort. 

Hence, areas with a preponderance of invasive species are good candidates for replacement with passive 

recreational uses and alternative grass/other vegetative restoration.  The south end of the tract does not 

contain as many invasive species as other locations. As such, it is a good candidate for a restoration project 

with pollinator meadows and other open areas.  

Mr. Devito recommends that the first phase of the waterfront park project should be to provide access to the 

river due to ease of design and construction.  There exists a possibility to restore freshwater/tidal wetlands as 

part of the site’s recreational development.  This restoration could provide for other uses within the context 

of the regulatory process, since freshwater/tidal restoration along the river is very desirable. All bulkheading 

should be removed so that a tidal mudflat and wetland can redevelop. There are many important native species in the 

existing rocky mudflat along the floodplain forest. If a boardwalk was to be developed along the river or in the 

floodplain forest, it might be designed as a floating boardwalk with the ability to rise and fall with tidal 

action. Alternatively, the boardwalk could be a woodchipped path. 

In addition to providing access to the river in the first phase, Mr. DeVito recommends repurposing the 

existing dirt mound near the center of the property in the second phase of the project. The mound could be 

restored by placing a water-permeable synthetic cover over it with low-nutrient sand cover on top for two 

years/two growing seasons in order to eliminate the invasive plant species that exist there now.  New 

plantings could be created by making holes in the synthetic/earthen cover in accordance with an appropriate 

design/landscaping plan.  Beech plums or bayberry plants, and warm-season grasses and other meadow 

species that thrive in very sunny and dry locations, could be used to revegetate the mound. The dirt mound 

would offer an excellent location for a lookout and educational/interpretive displays regarding the site. What 

gets restored or repurposed first will depend in part of the site remediation plan and any remediation work 

that has been done to date.   
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Crystal Lake Park 

Crystal Lake Park is a county park that is located on the Waterfront Park study area’s southern border in 

Mansfield across U.S. Route 130. The Park consists of 370 acres, which includes the 20- acre Crystal Lake.  

Recreational opportunities at Crystal Lake Park includes hiking, biking, fishing, picnicking, horseback 

riding, bird watching, photographing and/or enjoying scenic views, and wildlife viewing.  The Park is home 

to upland and lowland forests consisting of native rhododendron and mayapple trees, as well as 100 other 

species of plants. In addition, the park contains actively farmed fields, which are connected to the forests via 

several hiking and/or bicycle trails. The opportunity exists to connect Crystal Lake Park to the Waterfront 

study area via a bicycle and/or hiking trail.  

Newbold Island 

Newbold Island is a 400-acre island in the Delaware River across from and to the south of the Waterfront 

Park study area. PSE&G owns the southern half of Newbold Island whereas the northern half is privately 

owned. Newbold Island contains upland forests, wetlands, grassland habitat (brushland/shrubland/old 

fields), and riparian habitat for the bald eagle, shortnose sturgeon, wood turtle, northern harrier, and other 

endangered species and/or species of special concern.  Although vacant, the island is not currently preserved 

and/or protected. The opportunity exists to protect/preserve the whole of Newbold Island as a single 

Waterfront Park in tandem with the Waterfront Park study area.  

The Tidal Delaware Water Trail 

Water trails are recreational corridors comprised of access points, boat launches, day use sites, and overnight 

camping areas. The Tidal Delaware Water Trail is so called because similar to the beach, the river 

experiences high and low tides from Trenton, N.J., to Marcus Hook, Pa before emptying into the Atlantic 

Ocean. The Tidal Delaware Water Trail offers 56 miles of accessible river opportunities and is a hub of 

environmental features, historic resources, and recreational activities. Recreational opportunities along the 

Tidal Delaware Water Trail include boating, paddling/canoeing/kayaking, sailing, fishing, bird watching, 

geocaching, photographing and/or enjoying the scenic views, and/or visiting/hiking the natural, cultural, 

and/or historic sites, parks and/or islands along the length of the water trail. Bordentown has two natural 

resource sites along the Tidal Delaware Water Trail: Abbot Island and Newbold Island.  Natural resource 

sites are places where wetlands, freshwater tidal marshes, wildlife habitat, and other resources are preserved, 

protected and/or displayed for eco-tourists and local nature lovers. Existing launch sites with access for 

boating and paddling is available nearby in Bordentown City at Bordentown Beach. The Waterfront 

Redevelopment Village Plan included a launch site for boating, fishing and paddling access near the existing 

storage building onsite. Adding a launch site for boating and paddling access, continues to be recommended 

as a feature of this Waterfront Park Concept Plan.  
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Constraints  

The following is a summary of the main constraints on the future planning and development in the 

Waterfront Park study area. 

Surface and Ground Water Quality 

Due to the Waterfront Park location along the Delaware river and Crystal Creek, it is significantly impacted 

by the quality of those two waterbodies. According to the 2013 Environmental Resource Inventory, three of 

the four sub watersheds in Bordentown are impaired for aquatic life, two are impaired for primary contact 

recreation and public water supply, and all four are impaired for fish consumption. The impairments are 

generally caused by high levels of phosphorus, total suspended solids (TSS), turbidity, polychlorinated 

biphenyls (PCBs), E. coli (Escherichia coli) and/or heavy/toxic metals such as mercury and arsenic found in 

the water.  The sources of those impairments range from point source discharge, such as from industrial and 

municipal activity to non-source discharge, such as from urban runoff/stormwater sewers to the transfer of 

 water from outside the watershed.  

 

1. Fieldsboro to Burlington section of the Tidal River Water Trail. 

Source: tidaltrail.org/trail-map/ 
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Within the Waterfront Park study area, groundwater can be found within four to nine feet from the surface 

of the ground. Due to the shallowness of the groundwater, it has been negatively impacted by contamination 

of the soil as a result of the combination of historic fill/dredge spoils and industrial activity. Toxic metals 

such as lead, manganese and aluminum, and inorganic compounds such as dioxane and benzo(a)anthracene 

(BaA) have been found in groundwater samples in the study area. In addition, the neighboring Stepan 
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Chemical facility and Church Brick Factory, both of which are located north and east respectively, release 

stormwater runoff onto a drainage swale and ditch that parallels the RiverLine along the length of the study 

area. Past samples taken from the drainage ditch contained traces of toxic chemicals such as PCBs, arsenic, 

4.4 dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane (4.4-DDT), and lead among others.  The current RAWP recommends 

biannual monitoring of the groundwater due to presence of historic fill on the site. 

 

Soil Types and Erosion 

The Waterfront Park study area consists primarily of Urban Land and Udorthents soils. Urban Land soils 

(URSAAB) consist of cut and filled land used for commercial/industrial/economic purposes. Growing crops 

are discouraged on such soils as is woodland and/or wildlife. Historic fill from the original phase I of the 

Waterfront Redevelopment Plan has been relocated and stockpiled in the Waterfront Park study area. 

Approximately 30,000 cubic yards of primarily black silty clay stockpiled in the study area consist of acid-

producing soil (APS). Such soils will need to be stabilized to normal pH levels prior to any reuse.  

Udorthents soils consist of sandy dredge spoils, which are poorly drained and altered soils. These are 

primarily low elevation soils found in tidal marshes, drainage ways, and other low-lying areas. Udorthent 

soils (UddcB/UdrB) are extremely shallow and highly subject to erosion. As such, they have low ratings for 

recreational uses such as paths and trails, picnic areas, and camp areas because of their susceptibility to 

water saturation and flooding.  
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Environmental Contamination 

As previously noted, part of the Waterfront Park study area was previously used for marine salvage 

operations. As such, the part of the study area where these operations use to take place contain limited soil 

and groundwater contaminations. Site soil contaminations include petroleum hydrocarbon (PHC), base 

neutral organic compounds (BNs), volatile organic compounds (VO+), heavy metals, and polychlorinated 

biphenyls (PCBs). Groundwater contaminations include lead, manganese, aluminum, dioxane, and 

benzo(a)anthracene (BaA) among others. The Remedial Action Workplan identifies four areas of remedial 

activities that are necessary in order to overcome the environmental contaminations in the study area. The 

first activity consists of excavating and removing shallow marine sediments within the former drydock area 

located along the backchannel of the Delaware River as well as other hot spots of soils that are contaminated 

with petroleum, VOC, and toxic metals. The second remedial activity consists of changing and stabilizing 

the pH level of the approximately 30,000 cubic yards of acid producing soils stockpiled on the site. The 

third activity involves site-wide Engineering Controls (“capping”) and Institutional Controls (“Remedial 

Action Permits and Deed Notice”) to be put in place to address residual contamination associated with the 

historic fill/dredge spoils. Subsequently, groundwater monitoring will take place to ensure that the health 

threat posed by the contaminants has been eliminated.  
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ESRI Business Analyst 
ESRI Business Analyst creates a demographic and economic profile at customizable geographic levels using 

data provided by the U.S. Census Bureau and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. LPS created a profile for 

the 15-minute, 30-minute, and 60-minute drivesheds from the entrance to the site (see Map X). This allows 

for a regional analysis that recognizes the demand for goods and services in the surrounding area.  

Note that the figures presented in 

this section are based on estimates 

calculated by ESRI, hence the 

potential for slight discrepancies 

between the U.S. Census data 

presented above.  

The 15-minute driveshed includes 

the City of Trenton and parts of 

Hamilton and Lawrence 

Townships to the north, while 

extending south to Burlington 

Township. The 30-minute 

driveshed extends as far west as 

Horsham, PA, and covers the 

Philadelphia suburbs in both 

Pennsylvania and New Jersey. The 

60-minute driveshed encompasses 

Philadelphia to the southwest 

while also reaching Staten Island, 

NY and covering many of the New 

York City suburbs within New 

Jersey to the northeast.   

The drivesheds highlight how 

accessible the Township is to a 

large number of people.  As shown 

in Figure X, Business Analyst 

estimates that 223,211 people are 

within the 15-minute driveshed, 

1,408,038 people are within the 30-minute driveshed, and 7,882,748 people are within the 60-minute 

driveshed.  

  
15 Min-

Driveshed 

30 Min-

Driveshed 

60 Min-

Driveshed 

Population 223,211 1,408,038 7,882,748 

Households 81,533 531,616 2,962,006 

Figure X. Population and Households within 15-, 30-, and 60-Minute Drivesheds.  

Source: ESRI Business Analyst 

Business Analyst also provides a summary of consumer spending for a variety of industries, applicable at 

the designated drivesheds. As shown in Figure X, consumer spending on “Entertainment/Recreation” within 

the 15-minute driveshed in 2021 was over $250 million. This increased to over $2 billion at the 30-minute 

driveshed and over $11 billion at the 60-minute driveshed. At the 15-minute driveshed, the average spent 

Map 15. 15-minute, 30-minute, and 60-minute drivesheds from Sussex Borough 

Source: ESRI Business Analyst 
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per household on Entertainment/Recreation was over $3,000, while the 30-minute and 60-minute drivesheds 

were closer to $4,000.  

 

2021 Consumer Spending: Entertainment/Recreation 

  
15-Min 

Driveshed 

30-Min 

Driveshed 

60-Min 

Driveshed 

Total 

Spending 
$257,646,373 $2,054,596,142 $11,110,270,242 

Average 

Household 

Spending  

$3,160.03 $3,864.81 $3,750.93 

Figure X. Market Profile. 

Source: ESRI Business Analyst 

While the ecological, civic, or leisure value of parks and natural areas can be difficult to quantify in 

monetary terms, the large amount of consumer spending in this industry emphasizes the high regional 

demand for recreational opportunities. Parks and natural areas can serve both the local community and the 

larger region. The drivesheds highlight the proximity of the site to large populations who live within the 

urban areas of greater Philadelphia and New York City that could be drawn to visit to the unique natural 

offerings of the park. 
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Planning, Design, & Community Engagement 

 

Advisory Committee Meetings  

Forming a Project Working Committee is a best practice that will ensure project success using a team 

approach.  LPS requires that all municipal planning projects, regardless of the degree of project complexity, 

visibility and/or sensitivity, have a Project Working Committee.  The Office of Local Planning Services 

provides recommendations for who the municipality should consider appointing to the Working Committee 

based on project type and scope.  However, formal appointment of all team members is entirely at municipal 

discretion.  Once appointed, team members must commit to remain fully engaged through project 

completion. 

Following the kick-off meeting on September 28, 2021, the advisory committee met on the following dates 

to review and offer feedback on project milestones:  

February 18, 2022; 

April 11, 2022: 

June 1, 2022; and  

June 29, 2022. 

 

Stakeholder Interviews  

Local Planning Services (LPS) interviewed key individuals from partner stakeholder organizations, 

including other state agencies, a metropolitan planning organization, and parks and conservancy non-profit 

groups. LPS conducted eight interviews between April 11, 2022, and April 28, 2022. Stakeholder 

organizations interviewed include the New Jersey National Lands Trust, the Rails to Trails Conservancy, the 

Upstream Alliance, NJDEP’s Green Acres Program, the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, 

NJDEP’s Office of Natural Resource Restoration, and the Delaware and Raritan Greenway Land Trust.    

Each interviewee was asked to provide feedback on their perception of various opportunities for the park, 

potential pitfalls to avoid, vision for the park, top priorities, and ways of working together to move the 

project forward among others. Stakeholders were asked a range of questions to collect insight and input as 

LPS staff worked on putting together a preliminary concept plan for the Bordentown Waterfront Park. The 

questions along with the stakeholders’ grouped responses as recorded during their respective interviews are 

provided below.  

Question 1: What are the opportunities you see for the Bordentown Township Waterfront Park that 

we should consider? 

Stakeholders identified water recreation via a fishing platform at the confluence of the Delaware River and 

the back channel; a trail bridge connector and paddle (non-motorized) boat launch to connect Newbold 

Island and the mainland of the Bordentown Waterfront Park to regional water trails of the Delaware River. 

The kayak/canoe program at Bordentown Beach funded by the William Penn Foundation that started in 

2021 was referenced. 

Stakeholders also identified potential connectivity to regional trail network – The Greater Philadelphia 

Circuit Trail, the Delaware River Heritage Trail, as well as Burlington and Camden County’s trail networks. 
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The Bordentown Waterfront Park site can expand and improve upon these trails by adding waterfront trail(s) 

or loop(s) to the existing regional network.  

Interviewees mentioned design features such as picnic and camping areas, wayfinding, pedestrian and 

bicycle connectivity. The Bordentown Waterfront Park should also be designed for multiple types of users 

and be resistant to floodwaters. The design could also include linkages to nearby sites such as Crystal Lake 

Park and the Bonaparte Estate via programming, information, and education. 

Question 2: What are the main issues of concern for you/your organization? 

Issues identified by the stakeholders include the cost of remediation efforts and the length of time required. 

Resource issues identified include dumping, maintenance, repairs, and accessibility.  

Question 3: What do you see as some of the challenges or issues that should be addressed for the 

waterfront park to be successful? 

Stakeholders identified remediation funding, equitable use of the park by all/some people, and connectivity 

as challenges for the site. Fishing advisories and the importance of users understanding catch-and-release 

fishing on the site since fish from the Delaware River are not safe for consumption.  

Specific examples given by interviewees included the river floor in the area being covered with plastic bags, 

thus making it difficult/nearly impossible to dock a sailboat; and pedestrian and bicycle rail crossings to not 

have driving be the only way to access the park. 

Question 4: What would you/your organization most like to see/have in the new waterfront park? 

The need for recreation programs and activities to attract nearby residents, seniors (Riverfront Apartments), 

and users of all ages/abilities via deep community engagement was stressed by the stakeholders. It is to 

ensure that the park is frequented by many people, which helps manage issues like trespassing, dumping, 

etc. 

Stakeholders re-emphasized a holistic approach to pedestrian and cyclist connectivity and other modes of 

transportation to and from the park.  They stressed the need for finding the right mix of passive recreation 

uses for the park site so that it stands out from the other passive recreation sites nearby. They underscored 

the need to coordinate activities/uses with these sites to ensure that the region remains varied. 

Design features mentioned include bathrooms to improve the user’s experience and a network of boardwalk 

trails to further protect the existing wetlands while still allowing people to experience them. 

Question 5: In terms of the public involvement process, what has worked well or not worked so well in 

other processes you’ve been involved in? How can we best keep you and others informed and involved 

moving forward? 

Brick Township and Perth Amboy City were identified as leaders in outreach and getting public input for 

park planning efforts. The creation of a website on the progress of the project was also identified as a means 

of maintaining stakeholder and public participation in the Bordentown Waterfront Park. 

Question 6: What organizations or individuals should we make sure to engage moving forward? 

Stakeholders identified East Coast Greenway and the Tri-State Transportation Campaign. 

Question 7: How do you think you can work with us to help move this project forward? 

Stakeholders offered to be a continuous resource and lend their expertise as the Bordentown Waterfront Park 

is ongoing. Stakeholders stressed the importance of having partnerships at the State, county, and local levels 

to develop a regional trail network and coordinate funding efforts.  
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DVRPC specifically offered their guidance to coordinate federal funding and look at different funding 

options. 

Question 8: Do you have any closing thoughts or concerns you’d like to share with us? 

Stakeholders noted these key motivations for designing the park: ensuring connectivity across multiple 

modes of transportation; honoring and protecting the ecology of the site; linkages to surrounding passive 

recreation and historic sites, branding, interpretive, and wayfinding signage; and waterfront access and water 

recreation that gets people out on the water. 

Stakeholders identified Palmyra Cove Nature Park as a model park to be investigated to encourage bird 

watching as a form of passive recreation. 

The need for and importance of reaching the "harder to reach" people who may not have time to attend 

meetings, as well as park monitoring to ensure users' safety, were also emphasized. 

Other common themes identified throughout the stakeholder interviews were: 

• Highlighting the educational (history, ecology, etc.) component of the site. 

• Successful parks have maintenance built in from the beginning – a lower maintenance budget can 

guide choice of materials, structures, and plantings which ultimately leads to the park’s success. 

• The earlier and the clearer the park’s purpose is, the better and more successful the planning 

process is. 

• Floating/boardwalk trails are great, but very costly. 

• Camping on Newbold Island would emphasize the uniqueness of the site. However, this use 

comes with requirements such as restrooms, trash/recycling collection, environmental 

considerations, stormwater control since the entire site is in floodplain. 

• Equitable outreach is important to ensure people take on ownership of the site. 

• “Friends” groups and retirees can be excellent park stewards, which would be great for public 

safety concerns. 

• Opportunity for environmental resource education. 

• Maintaining the highest water quality for the Delaware should be a guiding factor when choosing 

between repairing the existing bulkhead or converting to a living shoreline. 

  

Community Survey 

LPS prepared a Waterfront Park Concept Plan survey for Bordentown Township to obtain data on favorite 

parks/outdoor spaces, frequency of park visits, preferred passive recreation activities, most valued passive 

recreation activities, and highest priority passive recreation use and amenities desired. The public feedback 

provided via this survey critically assisted the development of this Waterfront Park Concept Plan.   

The Waterfront Park Concept Plan survey was available online only and was marketed via the Township’s 

social media pages and email notification system. The survey was available online for a little over a month 

from mid-April to mid-May 2022. A total of 379 individuals completed the survey during that period.    

 

Question 2: How are you connected with the Township of Bordentown? 

The majority of respondents (298) live in the Township (64.8%). About 84 of the respondents either work 

(9%) or have another interest in the Township (9.4%). Approximately 63 of the respondents are Township 
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visitors (13.8%). 14 respondents or approximately 3.1% of the respondents owned a business located in the 

Township.   

 

Question 3: Which are your favorite parks/outdoor spaces to visit in and around Bordentown? 

The majority of respondents (20.7%) selected Crystal Lake Park as their favorite park/outdoor space. Joseph 

Lawrence Park (17.6%) and Northern Community Park (17.5%) were almost equally preferred by the 

respondents. Delaware and Raritan Canal State Park (15.2%) was selected as the fourth most favorite 

park/outdoor space followed by Abbot Marshlands (8.3%). The remaining parks on the list did not receive 

more than 60 votes from a total of 379 respondents: Thorntown Park (5.8%); Bordentown Twp Community 

Garden (4%); Other (3.7%); Hannah Dog Park at NCP (3.6%); Terry Field (3.1%); Seth Hand Park (0.4%).  
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Question 4: How often do you or members of your household visit the parks/open spaces selected in 

the last question? 

The majority of respondents, 27.2 percent, indicated that they frequent their preferred park at least 1-2 times 

per week. 23.7 percent of responds visit their preferred park at least 1-2 times per month. 20.8 percent of 

respondents visit their preferred park three or more times per week. When combined together, a little over 

50 percent of respondents visit their preferred parks one or more times per week and a little over 70 percent 

visit 2 or more times per month. Of the remaining respondents, 23 percent visit their preferred park more 

than 3 times per year and 5.3 percent rarely visit at all.  
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Question 5: When you or members of your household visit parks or open spaces, what passive 

recreation activities do you most often engage in? 

Respondents overwhelmingly prefer walking (hiking (21.2%) & dog walking (11.2%)) as a passive 

recreation activity. This is followed by bicycling (11.7%), playing at the playground (9.5%), bird 

watching/wildlife viewing (9.1%), attending outdoor events (8.8%), canoe/kayaking (6.7%), and 

running/jogging (6.5%). The remaining activities were selected by less than 6 percent of respondents: 

Picnics/BBQs (5.5%), Fishing (4.6%), Public & Community Art (3.3%), and Other (1.9%). 
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Question 6: When considering parks and open space facilities in the community and the region, what 

passive recreational amenities or conservation uses do you value most? 

Respondents overwhelming selected trails as their most valued passive recreation feature/amenity with a 

score of 1636 points. This is borne out by the preponderant preference for walking as a favorite activity. 

Outdoor events ranked as the second most valued park feature/amenity with a score of 1351 points. Picnic 

area amenities are the third most valued feature with a score of 1238 points. With a score of 1221 points, 

bird watching/wildlife viewing is the fourth most valued park feature/amenity. Pet friendly amenities came 

in fifth place with 1217 points. Canoe/kayaking amenities (1169 points) and historic and archaeological 

exploration (1130 points) were the only other features to top 1000 points. 
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Question 7: Considering your community and region, please tell us what you believe the priorities 

should be for uses/amenities at the future Waterfront Park in Bordentown Township? 

When it comes to priorities, respondents prioritized features of the park that makes it pleasant and 

comfortable to visit. Features such as restrooms were selected as the number one priority with 1,024 points. 

This was closely followed by site furnishings with 999 points. Site furnishings include but are not limited to 

benches, pedestrian lighting, drinking fountains, trash and recycling receptacles, tables, bicycle racks, grills, 

bollards, signage, shade shelters, etc. Public access came in third place with 992 points. Public access 

comprises of things that make the park useable and comfortable for different type of users. These include 

but are not limited to hours of operation, parking availability, transit access, bicycle and pedestrian access, 

ADA accessibility, safety features for children, seniors, and the disabled, site security, etc. Canoe/kayak 

rentals came in the fourth spot as a priority use/amenity with 886 points. This entails converting the existing 

storage building into a boathouse and/or installing portable container storage to store canoe/kayak rentals. 

Flexible open space for event programming came in fifth place with 880 points. This amenity/feature 

include but is not limited to designated space for fitness workouts, special events, scouting events, 

educational events, fairs, and carnivals, etc. These top five primary priorities were followed by the following 

top five secondary priorities in order of importance:  

• Wildlife Observation Tower/Screen and/or Viewing Platform (872 points); 

• Forest/Arboretum (868 points); 

• Native Meadows (856 points); 

• Environmental/Nature Education Center (851 points); and 

• Boat Launch/Fishing Pier (839 points). 
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The following were rated as the lowest priority features of the proposed waterfront park:  

• Eagle Foraging Area (836 points); 

• Green Infrastructure (bioswales, living shorelines, rain gardens, etc.) (836 points); 

• Dog Runs/Pet Friendly Amenities (816 points); 

• Interpretive/Educational Signage (780 points); and 

• Public and Community Art (738 points). 

 

Question 8: What would you like to see in the new Waterfront Park in Bordentown Township? 

260 respondents provided feedback on what they would like to see in the new Waterfront Park in Bordentown 

Township.  The top desired feature consists of trails of all kinds. Respondents expressed a desire for walking trails, 

hiking trails, running/jogging trails, waterfront trails, Riverwalk, biking trails, wheelchair accessible trails, nature 

trails, trail bridge, horseback riding trails among others. The second most desired feature is access to the water/river.  

Respondents expressed a desire for non-motorized boat launches, such as a canoe and kayak launch. Likewise, 

respondents expressed a desire for the availability of canoe and kayak rentals onsite to access the river. Respondents 

also expressed a desire for fishing piers and/or fishing access and amenities. Respondents further expressed a desire 

for benches along the riverfront and waterfront outlooks for views of the Delaware River.  The third most desired 

feature is picnic/play areas. Respondents expressed the desired for play areas by specifically mentioning playgrounds, 

kid-friendly activities, family-friendly activities, and/or dog-friendly amenities. Respondents expressed the desire for 

picnic areas by specifically mentioning picnic, picnic area, picnic table, BBQ grills, fire pit, benches, gathering and 
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eating space, trash cans, etc.  The fourth most desired feature is outdoor event space. Respondents expressed their 

desired for flexible open space for event programming by calling out specific events that they would like to see. Some 

of the events called out include but is not limited to community events, festivals, private gatherings, nature-oriented 

events, yoga, meditation classes, special events, craft fairs, food truck night, small events on the water (Happy Hour at 

Mercer County Park), space for vendors/food trucks/bands at events, open space for public events or festivals, outdoor 

music events, kid/family-friendly events, etc. The fifth most desired feature is for the preservation and enjoyment of 

nature. Respondents expressed their desire for the preservation and enjoyment of nature by using words like healthy 

wildlife environment, wildlife lookout, wildlife habitat preservation, trails to enjoy the wildlife and nature, areas to 

view/enjoy wildlife, wildlife education, wildlife observation areas, nature viewing, nature trails, nature center, nature 

tower, raised platform for nature observation, nature exhibits, etc.  

 

 

Question 9: If you were making the decision, what would you name the new Waterfront Park in 

Bordentown Township? 

226 respondents suggested a name for the proposed waterfront park. The overwhelming consensus is that the park 

should be named Bordentown Waterfront Park.  
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Question 10: Please share any additional comments. 

Only 85 respondents answered this question. The majority of the respondents expressed gratitude for the Township’s 

use of the space as a park in place of housing and/or warehouses. Respondents expressed relief for the use of the 

property as a park/open space and reflected their appreciation for some of the passive recreation activities and 

conservation uses that we have proposed in the waterfront park concept plan.  

 

 

Virtual Public Input Session  

The virtual public meeting started with introductory comments by Mayor Stephen Benowitz and Township 

Administrator Michael Theokas. Following the introductory remarks, Ramond Joseph, the Project Lead 

from DCA’s Local Planning Services office, gave a PowerPoint presentation of the initial waterfront park 

concept plan to the public. The presentation contained details about the history of the property, a summary 

of community responses to the online survey, and details of the proposed features in the initial waterfront 

park concept plan. In addition, the presentation incorporated summary results of stakeholder interviews and 

previous Master Plan Elements, including the Land Use Plan and Circulation Plan from Bordentown 

Township and the Parks and Open Space Master Plan and Bicycle Master Plan from Burlington County.  

 

The public online survey initiated by the Township saw about 379 responses and detailed residents’ and 

visitors’ opinions on their current favorite parks (#1- Crystal Lake Park; #2- Joseph Lawrence Park; #3- 

Northern Community Park) as well as their preferred passive recreation activities, including the top 

responses of walking/hiking, bicycling, dog walking, utilizing playgrounds, bird watching/wildlife viewing, 

attending outdoor events, canoeing/kayaking, and running/jogging. 

 

Through the survey, members of the public conveyed their highest priorities for Waterfront Park, including 

amenities such as adequate restrooms, site furnishings and places to sit, water fountains, public parking, 

safety, and security. The survey found several recurring themes from the community, such as the want for 

trails of all kinds, water access to the Delaware River for viewing, kayaking and canoeing, fishing and 
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paddle boarding, open space for outdoor fitness and educational and special events and picnic and play 

areas. 

 

Features included in the Waterfront Park preliminary concept plan include a Bald Eagle habitat area, 

waterfront trail, launch for canoes, kayaks and non-motorized boats, fishing pier, lookout point with an 

integrated climbing feature, a boathouse with canoe/kayak storage and rentals, ample parking, flexible green 

space for hosting community events, exercise stations, an inclusive and accessible playground with a picnic 

and barbeque pavilion, educational signage, an amphitheater with scenic views of the Delaware River and 

Newbold Island, a camping area, hiking trails and multipurpose bicycle and pedestrian trails. 

 

Ramond noted that the proposed park will be “well served by transportation lines,” including the RiverLine 

and major highways including Routes 295 and 130. “Access to the site is wonderful,” he said. In addition to 

road transportation, the Park would be part of the Tidal Delaware Water Trail, a 56-mile stretch of 

accessible river opportunities that runs from Delaware County, PA up to Trenton. It will also be a part of the 

Delaware River Heritage Trail and the yet-to-be-completed Circuit Trail Network, which will connect all of 

the greater Philadelphia area with bicycle and pedestrian trails and paths. 

 

The site has known contamination, and a remedial action work plan under review by the NJDEP to clean up 

the site prior to construction of the Waterfront Park. In addition to Waterfront Park, plans for the property 

also include an inclusionary housing project to address part of the Township’s small affordable housing 

obligation.  

 

Comments from the public on the initial plans were positive. Township resident James Pendleton remarked 

that he appreciated the plans for more access to the Delaware River. “That’s something I am always 

interested in, without having to go into Bordentown City,” he said. “It would be nice to be able to access it 

from another point that has less traffic and less congestion.” 

 

Township resident Ann Cahill-Makowsky said that she “loved all of the ideas about the park” and suggested 

the use of environmentally responsible structures throughout, as well as environmentally sensitive lighting 

that use less energy and give off less light pollution in the sky. 

 

Township Committeeman Eric Holliday urged planners to consider building a pump track in the park, which 

he says could be used by cyclists, skateboarders and rollerbladers of all ages and skills levels and would 

teach riders essential skills and build fitness in a low-risk environment. 

 

“It is a great way, which I think is really important, for children to get out from behind the screens and 

basically fall in love with biking,” said Holliday. 
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Conceptual Plan  

 

The waterfront park conceptual plan seeks to transform a current Brownfield into a vibrant waterfront park 

destination. The conceptual plan includes recommendations for future uses and facilities within the 

waterfront park. The conceptual plan is comprised of four sub-areas or sub-parks, each with a description of 

the proposed plan components and design concerns. The sub-areas are based on geography and theme. The 

northern sub-area, also known as the Northern Waterfront Zone, is exclusively devoted to conservation and 

passive recreational activities.  The central sub-zone, home to most of the community gathering elements, is 

aptly named Waterfront Community Park Zone.  The Newbold Island portion of the park will be referred to 

as the Newbold Island Zone. The southern sub-area will be referred to as the Southern Waterfront Zone. 

Each Subarea has a graphic that shows the overall location of the recommended project components. The 

park's proposed features serve multiple purposes, including capping the site, resiliency, habitat restoration, 

and access to the waterfront and others. The features serve to expand recreational opportunities along the 

waterfront for township residents and visitors year-round. 



 

41 

 

The conceptual plan is created based on an evaluation of the township's requirements as well as the 

preferences of the community and stakeholders, while also considering the site's current conditions. The 

scope of the waterfront concept plan process does not encompass detailed site engineering. Nonetheless, 

sound engineering practices contributed to the basis of the design. The final location of the park facilities for 

the recommended amenities or features will be determined through a more detailed site analysis and 

technical design that will be completed when funding is available. The final design will be influenced by site 

conditions such as topography, natural resources, tree conservation efforts and concerns related to storm 

water and drainage. The final design will also be influenced by the requirement for compliance with all 

relevant federal, state and local codes and permit requirements. 
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Northern Waterfront Zone 

 

Bald Eagle Habitat Area/Preserve Forest  

 

The Northern Waterfront Zone contains 

approximately 2 acres of mature floodplain forest 

and 13 acres of deciduous wooded wetlands. All 15 

acres are proposed to be preserved as an ideal 

location for a bald eagle habitat area. 150-200 bald 

eagles migrate to this region each winter in search of 

open water to fish along the Delaware and Hudson 

Rivers and their associated tributaries and 

reservoirs. Bald eagles require large, undisturbed 

tracts of forested land near rivers, lakes, and streams 

(with lots of fish) to build their nests. Ideally those 

nests are 300 to 1,600 feet from any manmade 

activities or development. Tall and sturdy mature 

coniferous and hardwood trees can support the huge 
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nests and offer protected areas from which eagles 

can hunt. Wintering eagles, which do not construct 

nests here, require that same undisturbed land for 

safe nighttime roosting. These intact forested areas 

also protect eagles from wind, rain, and snow, 

allowing them to stay warm and dry to conserve 

their energy for hunting.7  

Preserved Wetlands  

 

The Northern Waterfront Zone contains 

approximately 8 acres of deciduous scrub/shrub 

wetlands.  All 8 acres are proposed to be preserved. 

Voluntarily protecting the naturally occurring 

wetlands in Northern Waterfront Zone will provide 

many benefits. Wetlands help to protect and 

improve water quality and reduce the frequency and 

intensity of floods by acting as natural buffers, 

soaking up and storing a significant amount of 

floodwater. In addition, wetlands help protect fish 

and wildlife habitats and support economic well-

being8.  

Riverfront & Nature Trails  

 

A scenic multimodal trail is proposed along the 

length of the park’s riverfront. Approximately 2,904 

feet (.55 miles) of the riverfront trail is located in the 

Northern Zone. An approximately 2640 feet (.50 

mile) internal wetland or nature trail loop is also 

proposed in the Northern Zone. Due to the presence 

of wetlands, a raised boardwalk trail is proposed 

within the interior loop. The riverfront trail loop 

could be built from pavement or raised boardwalk as 

per the community’s preference. The trails will have 

furnishings, including but not limited to benches, 

bicycle racks, lighting, and trash/recycling bins. 

 

7 https://delawarehighlands.org/eagles/eagle-habitat/ 
8 https://www.epa.gov/wetlands/basic-information-about-wetland-restoration-and-protection 
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Lookout Point/Scenic Overlooks 

 

 

The northern tip of the Northern Waterfront Zone 

provides scenic views of the Delaware River and 

Newbold Island that could serve as a scenic 

overlook/lookout point and include 

educational/interpretive displays regarding the birds 

and other wildlife in the area. 

Fishing Pier  

 

A large dock or platform can be extending from the 

shoreline over the water to allow fishing. In order to 

enhance the park user’s experience, the pier should 

be designed to preserve views along the waterfront. 

To further reduce the pier’s visual impact, a stepped 

pier apron should be used to the extent practicable. 

Pier should be designed to allow floating docks for 

canoes, kayaks, and other human powered boats to 

anchor directly against it.  

Canoe/Kayak Launch  

 

An adaptive kayak, canoe, or paddle boat launch 

provides a safe and accessible way for adaptive 

paddlers, wheelchair users, and people with 

disabilities to enter and exit a boat. An adaptable 

launch in the Northern Zone will allow universal 

access to visitors north and south of the park via the 

Tidal Delaware Water Trail. 
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Waterfront Community Park Zone 

 

 

 

Park Gateway Entrance/Parking 

The Park Entrance/parking lot will be the main location for 

parking for the Waterfront Park and could contain up to 400 

parking spaces. The proposal for this entrance includes a 

physical gateway with an information sign or kiosk, electric 

vehicle (EV) charging station, solar panel canopies, lighting, 

etc.  
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Picnic Grove 

A picnic grove is proposed as the first activity 

spot after the gateway entrance/main parking 

lot. The picnic grove will provide scenic views 

of the waterfront and a gathering spot for the 

adjacent residential development and park 

visitors alike. 

Waterfront Amphitheater 

This proposed waterfront amphitheater will 

have scenic views of the Delaware River and 

Newbold Island. The proposed amphitheater 

will have a capacity of approximately 200 

seating spaces. For events that attract more than 

200 persons, the picnic area and flexible open 

space can serve as overflow seating spaces.  

Universal Playground and Picnic Area 

A universal playground and picnic area is 

proposed to be located adjacent to the 

amphitheater. Along with the flexible open 

space, the picnic area will serve as overflow 

capacity for large events in addition to being a 

stand-alone gathering spot. A universal or 

inclusive playground is designed for the use of 

everyone, including adults; where children of 

all abilities can play together, and are 

developmentally appropriate for children with 

and without disabilities. In addition to the 

playground, the picnic area will also provide 

ADA-accessible picnic tables, grills, pavilions, and gazebos.  

 

 

  

Flexible Outdoor Event Space 
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The flexible outdoor event space will be 

located adjacent to the amphitheater, 

playground/picnic area, the boathouse and the 

meadows. This area will consist of a 

landscaped open lawn that can be used for a 

variety of activities and events, e.g., craft fairs, 

birthday parties, live music, outdoor movies, 

etc.).  

Native Meadow Conversion 

Because most of the site consist of invasive 

species, the areas not already assigned a 

passive use, will be converted into native 

meadows. A meadow is described as a self-

sustaining field habitat, vegetated primarily by 

grass and other non-woody plants (preferably 

native plants). Meadows provide habitat for 

butterflies and other insects, birds, and small 

mammals and delightful vistas for residents.9 

Bulkhead Conversion/Living Shoreline 

Approximately 1,230.4 feet (0.23 mi) of the 

Waterfront Park Zone’s shoreline is proposed 

to be converted into a living shoreline. Living 

shorelines are a green infrastructure technique 

that uses plants or other natural elements, 

sometimes in combination with harder 

shoreline structures, to stabilize estuarine 

coasts, bays, and tributaries.  

 

 

Fit-Trail Station 

Fit-trail stations are an outdoor exercise system installed along a walking or jogging trail. They contain 

instruction signs and exercise equipment designed for the novice or conditioned athlete. The typical trail 

 

9 https://bartonarboretum.org/arboretum-features/meadows/ 
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length for a 10-station exercise system is 

between 1/4 mile to 1 mile long. Station 

placement will vary depending on the particular 

site. For areas with limited space availability, 

exercise stations can also be grouped in 

clusters. 10 

Boathouse & Restrooms 

The current warehouse on the site will be 

converted into a boathouse/boat rental space. A 

boathouse is a building by water’s edge 

designed for storing boats, usually smaller 

boats used for sports or leisure activities.  The 

boathouse will have restrooms that are open to 

park visitors year-round. In addition to paddle 

boat, canoe, and kayak rentals, the boathouse 

will provide rental storage space for the public 

to store personal small watercrafts. 

Fishing Pier & Canoe/Kayak Launch 

An adaptive kayak, canoe, and paddle boat 

launch, offers a safe and accessible way for 

adaptive paddlers, those in wheelchairs, and 

those with disabilities, to enter and exit a boat, 

canoe, or kayak more easily. An adaptable 

launch and fishing pier in the Community Park 

Zone will allow universal access to visitors 

wishing to explore the park features in the 

Community Park Zone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lookout Point & Climbing Feature 

 

10 https://www.fittrail.com/10station.html 



 

49 

The existing mound will be converted into a 

lookout point with panoramic views of the park 

and educational/interpretive displays. Spotting 

scopes and/or coin operated binoculars will be 

provided for birding and wildlife viewing 

enthusiasts. In addition, an outdoor artificial 

rockwork climbing tower and boulder are 

proposed between the open lawn and the mound 

to attract climbing enthusiastes.  

Bioswale/Rain Garden 

Bioswales are landscape features that collect 

polluted stormwater runoff, soak it into the 

ground, and filter out pollution. Bioswales are 

similar to rain gardens but are designed to capture 

much more runoff coming from larger areas of 

impervious surfaces like streets and parking lots. 

They also have more complicated design features 

such as layers of engineered soil and gravel, 

perforated pipe underdrains, and overflow 

structures to help handle runoff from bigger 

storms. Similar to rain gardens, bioswales 

use native plants to help absorb more water and 

prevent erosion11. A bioswale is proposed to 

replace the existing stormwater drainage swale and ditch on the site. 

 

Riverfront & Nature Trails 
As previously noted, a scenic multimodal trail 

will run along the length of the park’s 

riverfront. Approximately 1,824 feet (.35 

miles) of the riverfront trail will be located in 

the Community Park Zone. An approximately 

2,071 feet (.39 mile) internal wetland or nature 

trail loop is also proposed in the Community 

Park Zone. Due to the presence of wetlands, a 

raised boardwalk trail is proposed within the 

interior loop. The riverfront trail loop could be 

built from pavement or raised boardwalk as per the community’s preference. The trails will have 

furnishings, including but not limited to benches, bicycle racks, lighting, and trash/recycling bins.  

 

11 https://www.mmsd.com/what-we-do/green-infrastructure/bioswales 

https://www.mmsd.com/what-we-do/green-infrastructure/rain-gardens
https://www.mmsd.com/what-we-do/green-infrastructure/native-landscaping
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Trail Bridge 

This pedestrian bridge will connect the 

mainland sections of the Waterfront Park (via 

the parking lot/main entrance) to the Newbold 

Island Zone section. This bridge will allow for 

a continuous riverfront trail experience between 

the mainland sections of the park and Newbold 

Island. 

 

 

Newbold Island Zone  
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Riverfront Nature Trail  

 

The scenic multimodal riverfront nature trail will 

continue via the pedestrian bridge to the Newbold 

Island Zone section of the park. Approximately 

1,871 feet (.35 miles) of the riverfront trail will be 

located in the Newbold Island Zone. Although a 

continuation of the mainland riverfront trail, the 

Newbold Island segment of riverfront trail could 

use a design theme that is different from the 

mainland if the rest of the Island is developed as a 

park.  

Hiking Trail  

 

An internal hiking trail loop is to be located on the 

Newbold Island Zone section of the park. This 

trail will allow visitors to explore the Island’s 

flora and fauna. Due to the park’s location in a 

floodplain, it is recommended that the hiking trail 

be built with boardwalk planks. 

Canoe/Kayak Launch  

 

An adaptable canoe/kayak launch on the island 

will allow universal access to visitors seeking to 

explore the Island via canoe, kayak or paddle boat.  
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Basic Camp Site/Picnic Pavilion  

 

This basic campsite will provide an area for 

simple tent set ups to scouting and other 

environmental education groups for short camping 

stays. Additional amenities to be provided include 

restrooms, picnic table and bench, grills, pavilion, 

and trash and recycling receptacles.  

Preserved Forest & Wetlands  

 

The existing forest and wetlands on the Island are 

proposed to be preserved and left undisturbed. 

 

Trailhead & Trail Bridge Connector 

 

 

A trailhead is the point at which a trail begins. 

Regulation and directional signage along with 

necessary amenities will be installed near the 

bridge and northwestern trail entrances on the 

island.  
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Southern Waterfront Zone 

 

Wetland Buffers  

 

An undisturbed vegetated area will be maintained 

between the proposed residential development, the 

riverfront, and associated streams/tributaries.  
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Riverfront Nature Trail  

 

As previously noted, a scenic multimodal trail will run 

along the length of the park’s riverfront. Approximately 

2,756 feet (0.52 miles) of the riverfront trail will loop 

around the Southern Waterfront Zone. Due to the higher 

concentration of contaminants in this zone, the riverfront 

trail loop will be built from pavement, which will serve as 

a cap over the contaminants. The trails will have site 

furnishings, such as benches, lighting, and trash/recycling 

bins. 

Preserved Forest & Arboretum  

 

The Southern Zone has the most mature intact forest in 

the park. As such, it is recommended that the forest be 

preserved and converted into an arboretum to attract 

gardening and nature photography enthusiasts. An 

arboretum is a large garden where many types of trees and 

shrubs are grown for people to look at and study.  

Lookout Point  

 

Another elevated lookout point/overlook location with 

educational/interpretive displays and viewing 

scope/binoculars is proposed at the southern tip of the 

park.  
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Fit-Trail Station & Flexible Open Space  

 

A fit-trail station cluster is proposed at the southern end 

of the riverfront trail adjacent to another flexible open 

lawn/green space.  
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Phasing Plan 

The proposed improvements are expected to be implemented in multiple phases. Implementation of each 

phase will require funding from partner agencies such as the NJDEP’s Green Acres program and others, 

depending on the development project. The improvements are planned as a high-, medium-, and long-term 

priority to be implemented over time. High priority projects address health and safety challenges and/or 

require few hurdles to implement. Depending on the requirement and/or demand of the project, it may be 

necessary to move projects to different levels of priority. 

Preliminary Phase: This phase consists of high priority projects that address health and safety challenges. 

Although these are typically high investment projects, these tasks must be completed so that the recreational 

uses of the park can materialize. 

1. Remediation & Site Master Plan. 

o Prepare plans for and document for public bid 

o Neutralize and stabilize Acid-Producing Soil (APS) 

o Install soil cap 

o Dredge and stockpile drydock sediments 

o Excavate and dispose contaminated soils 

o Prepare Site-Wide Deed Notice 

o Submit Remedial Action Report and Remedial Action Permit to NJDEP 

 

Phase I (Short-term, 1-2 years): Phase one projects are low investment projects that can be completed in 1 to 

2 years. Low investment is defined as having a cost between $0 and $1 million ($). 

 

1. Fund/complete high impact low investment projects. 

• Northern Waterfront Zone ($) 

o Bald Eagle Habitat Area  

o Preserve Wetland  

• Community Park Zone ($) 

o Park Gateway Entrance/Parking  

o Inclusive and accessible playground  

o Native meadow conversation  

o Lookout Point on existing mound 

• Newbold Island Zone ($) 

o Preserved Forest & Wetlands  

 

Phase II (Medium-term, 2-5 years): Phase two projects are medium investment projects that can be 

completed in 2 to 5 years. Phase two projects involve more complexity than phase those in phase one. 

Medium investment is defined as having a cost between $1 and $3 million ($). 

 

1. Fund/complete high impact medium investment projects. 

• Northern Waterfront Zone ($$) 

o Riverfront & Nature Trails  

o Lookout Point 

o Fishing Pier 

o Canoe/Kayak Launch 
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• Community Park Zone ($$) 

o Restrooms  

o Picnic Area 

o Fit Trail Station 

o Fishing Pier  

o Canoe/Kayak Launch 

• Newbold Island Zone ($$) 

o Canoe/Kayak Launch 

o Riverfront Nature Trail 

o Hiking Trail 

o Basic Camp Site/Picnic Grove 

 

Phase III (Long-term, 5+ years): Phase three projects are long-term investment projects that can be 

completed in 5 or more years. Phase three projects involve more complexity than phase those in phase two. 

Long-term investment is defined as having a cost of $5 million or more ($$$). 

 

1. Fund/complete high impact long-term investment projects 

• Community Park Zone ($$$) 

o Boathouse Storage & Rental  

o Satellite Parking 

o Living Shoreline 

o Amphitheater 

• Newbold Island Zone ($$$) 

o Trail Bridge/Connector 

• Southern Waterfront Zone ($$) * 

o Wetland Buffers 

o Riverfront Nature Trail 

o Preserved Forest & Arboretum 

o Lookout Point 

o Fit-Trail Station 

*This zone is in phase three due to the complexities involved with construction of the inclusionary housing. 
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Appendix A: Resolution 2021-205 

RESOLUTION TO RETAIN PLANNING SERVICES FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY 

AFFAIRS LOCAL PLANNING SERVICES 

WHEREAS, the Township of Bordentown is in need of professional planning services to prepare 

a Waterfront Park Concept Plan on a 72-acre parcel of land along the Delaware River ("the Project"); and 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Office of Local Planning 

Services ("LPS") provides a variety of planning services at no direct cost to eligible municipalities; and 

WHEREAS, the Township of Bordentown is an eligible municipality and an application for 

services was submitted by the Township Administrator, Michael Theokas, to LPS on March 13, 2021; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Township of Bordentown has received the Scope of Work for the project 

prepared by LPS (attached); and 

WHEREAS, the Township desires to accept the aforementioned Scope of Work and names the 

Director of Community Development as the contact person for the project; and 

WHEREAS, there is no budgetary impact on the Township of Bordentown for the services being 

provided by LPS; and 

WHEREAS, the Township of Bordentown does not presently have the resources to perform the 

services being provided by LPS nor is the Township under contract with a professional planner to 

complete the project; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown deems the interests of the 

Township will be best served by accepting LPS services; and 

WHEREAS, as a condition of receiving services from LPS, the Township is required to form an 

Advisory Committee to guide and provide information to LPS; and 

WHEREAS, the Township of Bordentown is committed to the completion of this project and will 

assist LPS as needed and as outlined in the Scope of Work. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bordentown, County of Burlington, State of New Jersey, hereby appoints the Director of Community 

Development, as the municipal contact and authorizes him to perform all acts necessary to accomplish the 

intent of this resolution; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown as 

follows: 

1. The Township of Bordentown will retain professional planning services provided by LPS and 

approves the attached Scope of Work for the project; 

2. The Township of Bordentown hereby establishes an Advisory Committee to assist LPS and 

authorizes the Mayor to appoint the members of the Advisory Committee and/or any replacement 

members necessary to retain functionality of the Committee in the event of vacancies; and 

3. The Township of Bordentown will provide access to appropriate municipal staff, consultants and 

officials, meeting space, and other non-monetary resources that may be necessary to complete the 

project. 

I, Maria Carrington, Clerk of the Township of Bordentown, 

hereby certify that the above Is a true copy of a resolution 
duly authorized by the Township Committee on the 19th.day 
of July, 2021  

Marla Cmringlon, RMC, Townsh Clerk  



 

59 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
PHILIP D. MURPHY 

Governor 

State of New  Jersey 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

LOCAL PLANNING SERVICES 

101 SOUTH BROAD STREET 

PO Box813 

TRENTON, NJ 08625-0813 

(609) 292-3000 • FAX (609) 633-6056 

 

 
 

LT. GOVERNOR SHEILA Y. OLIVER 

Commissioner 

Local Planning Services Scope of Work 

Project 047: Bordentown Township Waterfront Park Concept Plan 

 

Objective 

Local Planning Services (LPS) staff will assist Bordentown Township with the creation of a 

Waterfront Park Concept Plan on a 72-acre parcel of land along the Delaware River that also covers 

portions of Fieldsboro Borough and Mansfield Township. The Waterfront Park Concept Plan will 

provide a vision for the transformation of the site with a focus on passive recreation and 

conservation. 

Project Tasks 

A. LPS staff will: 

1. Conduct an initial meeting with Bordentown Township representatives to review the tasks 

necessary for the implementation of this scope of work and coordinate resources as needed. 

2. Schedule and facilitate Advisory Committee meetings as well as meetings with other 

project stakeholders, to collect background information, provide updates, share findings, 

and gather feedback. 

3. Conduct site condition analyses based on existing conditions, opportunities, and 

constraints. Conduct a review of existing plans, regulations, and other relevant documents 

impacting the site and consult with relevant jurisdictional authorities, as necessary. 

4. Produce an existing conditions report based on the site analysis and review of existing 

documents, maps, drawings, and photographs related to the project site. 

5. Produce plan drawings along with accompanying conceptual layout drawings (as needed) 

and descriptions. 

6. Facilitate public input/focus group meetings to gather stakeholder feedback and to gain a 

deeper understanding of recreational issues and needs. 

7. Provide and present a draft Waterfront Park Concept Plan to the project Advisory 

Committee and other stakeholders. Incorporate stakeholder input into the final Waterfront 

Park Concept Plan. 

8. Provide the final Waterfront Concept Plan to the Township. 
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B. Bordentown Township will: 

I. Adopt a Resolution 1) appointing a municipal point person; 2) approving the Scope of 

Work; and 3) establishing an Advisory Committee. 

2. Ensure that the appointed Municipal Contact will be available to coordinate logistics and 

communications as well as provide access to all documents, maps, ordinances, and/or other 

municipal data necessary to complete the Waterfront Park Concept Plan. 

3. Immediately upon adoption of the Resolution, create an Advisory Committee in 

consultation with LPS to support the project. The Advisory Committee will meet 

periodically with LPS staff to provide feedback and local knowledge and supply 

background documents (or direct the appointed Municipal Contact to supply), stakeholder 

contacts, and other resources relevant to development and completion of the Waterfront 

Park Concept Plan. 

4. Host and provide logistical support for public meetings, community workshops, and/or 

focus group sessions required to complete the Waterfront Park Concept Plan document. 

5. Provide prompt review and feedback on deliverables. 
 

 

Deliverables 

LPS will provide the Township with the following: 

I. Color conceptual layout illustrating potential recreational, and conservation uses within the 

site boundaries. 

2. Accompanying report describing conceptual layout and summarizing results of the 

planning process. 

3. List of resources and/or contact information to assist with the next planning phase and/or 

referencing special facility needs. 

4. Final report including color maps delivered electronically and via five color hard copies. 

5. All Geographic Information Systems (GIS) maps and supporting data files may also be 

provided to the Township upon request. 

 

Schedule 

• A Draft Waterfront Park Concept Plan will be provided to Bordentown Township within 

approximately nine months of the Governing Body's acceptance of the Scope of Work 

between the Township and LPS. 

• The Final Waterfront Park Concept Plan will be provided to Bordentown Township within 

approximately three months of receipt of edits on the Draft Waterfront Park Concept Plan 

from the Advisory Committee and Township. If more time is needed, the Township and 

LPS will agree on an extension to the schedule. 

 



Appendix B: Public Engagement Concept Plan Presentation & Comments 

Stakeholder Interview Notes 

 

Bordentown Stakeholder Interview with Shawn Megill Legendre 

Date: Monday April 4, 2022 at 2:30pm 

Notes: 

• Shawn has been with DVRPC for over a decade 

Questions: 

• Ramond: 

o How do you think you can work with us to help us move this project forward? 

• Shawn: 

o Primary thing → circuit trail connection 

o Supporting partners is big part of job → counties, municipalities, non-profits, state agencies, etc. 

to develop out circuit trail networks 

o Some direct funding 

o Ability to coordinate federal funding 

o We provide general assistance to help partners advance projects 

o Burlington county just completed and opened the crystal lake park trail, comes up to intersection 

of Rt. 130 

o Existing, but unused intersection at Burlington Road could most easily provide vehicle access to 

park as well as bike and pedestrian access → should be included in plan 

o One of objective of circuit trail → way to provide waterway access to public and build public 

support 

o Interested in being part of the conversation as things move forward 

o Can help looking at different funding option if there’s an interest and need 

▪ Federal transportation dollars 

• Transportation alternative set-aside 

o *Begins sharing screen of DVRPC circuit trails map* 

▪ Shows a planned trail on Burlington Road 

• Ramond: 

o Trying to get input on park from potential partners 

o What opportunities do you see from your organization’s standpoint for the park that we should 

consider? 

• Shawn: 

o Project seems in-line with our long-term goals 

o Park can be more resilient to floodwaters than any other development use like housing 

o Is making the circuit trail more of a waterfront trail possible? 

▪ River Line tracks 

▪ Existing development 

▪ Converting current trail on Burlington Rd to be more waterfront 

o Wayfinding is important considering the regional trails 

o Regionality is tough because of crossing different jurisdictions, but once people understand the 

potential of a regional trail network 
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o More pleasant experience to have trail alongside river 

o A loop trail can be envisioned if there’s more than one crossing 

o DOT is hesitant to add crossings → slows them down, safety concerns, etc. 

• Ramond: 

o You’ve worked with a lot of projects involving waterfront parks and trails so in your experience 

what aspects make a waterfront park successful? Where passive recreation and conservation uses 

are the goals. 

• Shawn: 

o Personally, always interested in the educational component like ecology or history of site 

o Parks that really work have maintenance built in from beginning  

o A lower maintenance budget often leads to a park’s success → guide choices of materials, 

structures, plantings 

o How are users getting to the park? Transitioning to the site from their location? 

o What amenities can be provided? 

o What are the purposes of different areas? 

o The clearer the purpose, the better the park planning process is 

• Ramond: 

o Closing thoughts or concerns? 

• Shawn: 

o No, great questions! 

o Don’t hesitate to reach out 

o Happy to talk more about funding and whatnot 

o Happy to participate in advisory groups and lend my expertise 

 

Bordentown Stakeholder Interview with Cari Wild – Real Estate Coordinator; New Jersey National 

Lands Trust 

Date: Monday April 11, 2022 at 3:30pm 

Notes: 

• Trust is a state agency  

o Created about 52 years ago 

• Granted easement on Petty’s Island 

Questions: 

• Cari 

o Surprised to see part of Newbold in project site 

o Bordentown and others met about 5 years ago about Newbold 

▪ Waterfront LLC offered up their 20 or so acres for sale (NW tip) 

▪ PSEG considered offering rest of island to Green Acres OR use it for future 

mitigation when PSEG would have needs to do development work and needed 

wetland mitigation permits efforts 

https://www.nj.gov/dep/njnlt/index.htm
https://www.nj.gov/dep/njnlt/index.htm
https://www.nj.gov/dep/njnlt/pettysisland.htm
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▪ Trust didn’t put its hand up to purchase Newbold then à no point in owning tip if 

rest of island owned by PSEG 

o Bordentown now owns tip of Newbold they purchased from redevelopment 

o Is Bordentown contemplating recreational amenities on island? Currently has no access 

other than by boat 

• Ramond 

o That’s what we’re looking into à especially if Green Acres ends up purchasing Newbold 

it’d be good to connect it to the waterfront park and make it into a mega-park (Newbold + 

waterfront park + crystal lake park) 

• Ramond 

o We’re looking to collect info/input from current and future partners for the waterfront 

concept park 

o Currently in public engagement stage, no concepts drawn out yet 

o Strictly passive and conservation uses, no active uses, for the park primarily because site 

is contaminated 

• Cari 

o I have been involved in Petty’s Island and Cramer Hill and DCA was involved in those… 

what is DCA’s role in Bordentown wanting to make this a park? 

o Ramond: LPS assist municipalities with planning efforts (land use plans, master plan 

elements, etc.) 

▪ Bordentown purchased property before LPS was involved, then summitted 

application for what to do with the property 

• Ramond 

o From your standpoint at DEP, what do you see as opportunities at this site? 

• Cari 

o You can look at what’s available now and then have vision for future 

o A lot happening in terms of regional trails (bike, hiking, water, etc.) 

▪ Opportunity to connect to heritage trail + Camden and Burlington county trails 

▪ Takes park from isolated destination to part of regional trail network 

▪ “Passive” could be interpreted as 

• Hiking or 

• Wayside exhibits à comparing what’s been there vs. what’s been done; 

talking about Roebling and environmental resources (bald eagle, DDT, 

clean water act, etc.) 

o DNR Greenway à group that works up and down the Delaware 

▪ Abbot marshlands 

• “Travelstorys” – hiking or paddling trail that’s GPS triggered; download 

app & app gives you info at designated stops 

• DNR has a few of these travelstorys 
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• Potential way to explore site without a lot of hardware/maintenance 

▪ Bonaparte estate 

o Web presence 

▪ Proposed itineraries 

▪ Link park to local economy 

• Ramond 

o What do you see as issues/concerns for the site? 

• Cari 

o Same issues/concerns we all have when we’re talking about parks (resource issues) 

▪ People who don’t value the resources à litter, dumping 

▪ Folks at Crystal Lake or Bonaparte will have more insight on issues in the area 

▪ Off-road vehicles 

▪ Multi-use trails present issues (biking vs. family use; accessibility) 

▪ Maintenance à storm damage, trash cans 

• Ramond 

o Thoughts on floating trail for site? 

• Cari 

o Unsure if I know what you mean by floating trail 

o Example: Minnehaha Falls Regional Park in Minneapolis, Minnesota 

o Great idea for site and helps avoid building into/on wetlands 

• Ramond 

o From DEP’s standpoint looking to purchase Newbold Island… what would you like to 

see at the waterfront park since it’s right across? 

• Cari 

o Having people is always helpful to manage issues like trespassing, dumping, etc. 

o Really happy for this plan with park and trails 

o Opportunity to get out onto the Delaware  

▪ Canoe or kayak launch 

o I advise against any kind of motorized boat launch especially Sea Doos (jet skis) 

▪ Motorized boat ramps often result in loud/noisy uses that harm the surrounding 

wildlife 

• Ramond 

o Tidal Delaware Trail à motorized and unmotorized trail 

o Newbold access 

• Cari 

o Currently no access to explore Newbold 

o Looking way in the future à ferry access in Philly or Camden and going up to Petty’s, 

Burlington, or Newbold Islands where people could spend time at each 

o Don’t know that I see docks where people can bring their private boats 

▪ Having an ability to contain the activity 

https://www.minneapolisparks.org/parks__destinations/parks__lakes/minnehaha_regional_park/
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▪ Marina with docks and slips is more active recreation, not passive 

• Ramond 

o Any closing thoughts/concerns? 

• Cari 

o How is the township thinking of monitoring the park? Staff, police, etc.? Important for 

people to feel safe while at the park 

• Ramond 

o Thinking about uses that would attract more people and contribute to overall sense of 

safety… camping would be a good use for that? 

o Township concerned that it’s a brownfield site and would like to limit this type of use 

• Cari 

o Fire rings, bathroom infrastructure, safety needs, permits à adds to the maintenance of 

site 

o Perhaps better to allow occasional camping like local boy scout troop 

o State parks would have more insight 

o Petty’s Island doesn’t currently have camping and will never be a “campground” – we 

view that as active recreation 

• Cari 

o Creating website for the development of the site for the public to be aware/involved? 

• Ramond 

o Good idea, we plan on doing public input session once survey is closed 

o We don’t want to be responsible for the website, but if township is up for it then that’d be 

great to have everything in one spot 

 

Bordentown Stakeholder Interview with Anya Saretzky – Project Manager, Trail Development; Rails 

to Trails Conservancy 

 

Date: Tuesday April 12, 2022 at 11am 

• Ramond 

o Part of what we’re considering is connecting to existing Delaware River Heritage Trail 

o How may you help us to move the project forward? 

• Anya 

o Are you looking for an ongoing commitment or for some suggestions and best practices? 

• Ramond 

o Right now, suggestions and best practices but in the future possibly an going commitment when 

we enter the design/engineering phase 

• Anya 

o Will there be new segments of trail or will this be a park that is just accessible by existing 

segments of trail 

https://www.railstotrails.org/
https://www.railstotrails.org/


 

6 

 

 

 

 

• Ramond 

o Accessible by existing trails + new trail segments in the park 

• Anya 

o If new trails are part of circuit trail network then it would be eligible for regional trails funding 

▪ Less of a competitive process 

o Reach out to Sonia Szczesna (Tri-state transportation campaign) 

• Ramond 

o Are you more of a trail designer? 

• Anya 

o I work more on the advocacy side of things 

o A private firm working with the municipality usually handles the design 

o Currently working on trails in North Philly and Camden, and operational things (strategic plan, 

communication) 

• Ramond 

o Comments/concerns for site and/or trails along the Delaware in general? 

• Anya 

o Great to already be thinking about how to connect site to surrounding trail networks 

o Think about resiliency when in design phase and maintenance 

o Think about outreach to surrounding community to ensure the people take on ownership of site 

and are involved in the planning 

• Ramond 

o Site is entirely in a floodplain 

o What do you think of floating island/walkway? 

• Anya 

o Very expensive, better to talk to engineers once you get to that phase 

o Circuit Trails JEDI Research Findings_3.15.21.pdf (williampennfoundation.org) 
o MARKET RESEARCH: EQUITY OF ACCESS TO TRAILS (circuittrails.org) 

o Thinking ahead to amenities, programming, sense of ownership between local residents 

and the trails/park 

• Ramond 

o As a trail advocate, what would you/your organization like to see at a site like this? 

• Anya 

o Deep community engagement → ask the residents what they want the park to look like 

• Ramond 

o We currently have a survey in the works which will be followed by a public input session 

o What are your hopes and desires in terms of uses along the Delaware river? 

• Anya 

o Having a playground or other things for younger folks to use 

o We get a lot of feedback that people want more benches and lighting 

o Open site lines add to sense of safety 

o Low maintenance, sustainable plantings 

https://williampennfoundation.org/sites/default/files/reports/Circuit%20Trails%20JEDI%20Research%20Findings_3.15.21.pdf
https://circuittrails.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/MARKET_RESEARCH-EQUITY_OF_ACCESS_TO_TRAILS.pdf
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o We like to see about 11-12 foot wide trail but that may not be necessary depending on the 

use and type of trail 

• Ramond 

o Trail vs. loop? 

• Anya 

o A loop would be like a spur that just takes people around the park, but if it moves people 

from one town to the next then it’s more of a trail 

• Ramond 

o Shawn mentioned re-aligning Delaware trail to be more alongside the river 

• Anya 

o Beneficial to have the trail be part of the circuit for funding 

▪ Transportation trails are eligible for transportation, recreation, and circuit-specific 

funding 

o Even being able to get off the road for a short distance makes a big difference for the 

user’s experience 

o Are you in touch with the county? Matt Johnson? Matt was the lead for Crystal Lake 

• Ramond 

o Matt’s boss has been coming to our advisory committee meetings 

o County is involved in the process – part of advisory committee meetings 

o Any other recommendations for other people we should contact to move project forward? 

• Anya 

o Daniel Pascahll – East Coast Greenway 

• Ramond 

o Closing thoughts/concerns? 

• Anya 

o Sounds like a great project 

o Park is obviously better than the previous uses 

o We like to see waterfront access 

o Popular project especially if it can route some traffic off the roads 

o Think about the harder to reach people that may not have time to go to meetings 

• Ramond 

o Any community groups you work with in the area? 

• Anya 

o I don’t but Sonia might 

o Be sure to invite us to the ribbon cutting 

o We can distribute survey to our followers as well as events 

 

Bordentown Stakeholder Interview with Don Baugh – President; Upstream Alliance 

Date: Tuesday April 12, 2022 at 2:30pm 

https://upstreamalliance.org/
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• Ramond 

o What was your experience converting the landfill in Camden to a park like? Harrison Avenue 

Landfill 

• Don 

o More of an advocacy role than a “do” role mainly for waterfront access 

o State DEP in charge of remediation + park build 

o How can we set up programs to benefit local residents? 

• Ramond 

o Did you get to provide input on the type of uses for the park in Camden? 

• Don 

o DEP internally decided to make site a waterfront park 

o We helped organize community Open Day for park 

o Helping set up community kayak program 

▪ Free program for people to learn/use kayaks 

o Partnership needed to provide the programming and maintenance of the park 

o DEP ONRR → David Bean, Michael Palmquist, Frank McLaughlin 

• Ramond 

o Have you kayaked/taken a boat up by the site? What opportunities should we consider for the 

site? 

• Don 

o Yes 

o Water recreation 

o Picnic/camping access 

o Park design should be for multi-users, whether they get in the water or just want to look out onto 

the water 

o I think you’ll see increasing interest from people going from point A to point B along the river 

• Ramond 

o What do you see as some of the challenges/issues we should address while planning for the park? 

• Don 

o Brownfield challenges → money 

o I’d like to see connectivity amongst the regional trails 

o A challenge in Camden is that the wealthy white people don’t want the black and brown people to 

have access to the trails that go through/near their neighborhood 

o River floor is carpeted with plastic bags → couldn’t anchor sailboat there 

o Fishing is big in area; bass and shad 

o Catch and release fishing along Delaware River since fish not safe for consumption 

• Ramond 

o Thoughts on camping on the site? 

• Don 

o Camden County doesn’t allow camping because of houseless people concern 

o Grills also not allowed 

o Not many places to camp 

o Many parks design for passive camping and passive recreation 

https://youtu.be/M-XuosqBsUY
https://youtu.be/M-XuosqBsUY
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o 100 acres is big enough to have different areas be designated for different uses 

• Ramond 

o Any other must-haves amenities/uses? Other than cleaning up the river floor 

• Don 

o Bathrooms 

o Not having bathrooms limits the experience of the user 

• Ramond 

o How do you think you can work with us on this project moving forward? 

• Don 

o Glad to be a sounding board in the design phase 

o My expertise is in water access (ramps, kayaking, etc.) 

 

Bordentown Stakeholder Interview with Cecile M. Murphy – Program Specialist; NJDEP Green 

Acres 

Date: Tuesday April 13, 2022 at 11am 

Notes: 

• Ramond 

o What do you see as potential opportunities for this park project? 

• Cecile 

o Fabulous location 

o Links into larger greenway via Crystal Lake Park 

o Wonderful brownfields to green fields transition 

o Great opportunity for Bordentown to have a regional park 

o Another lot not on Newbold (southern) that is owned by DEP 

▪ Block 69, Lot 2 (Mansfield Township) 

• Ramond 

o What is your role at DEP? 

• Cecile 

o Administer park development projects 

o Acquisition in urban centers 

o We give grants and loans to municipalities, counties, and non-profits 

▪ I walk them through the application process + project 

o Multiple options in terms of funding… 

▪ Bordentown does not get preferential grant treatment from our program because it 

is considered a “standard” municipality – not urban aid or highly or densely 

populated under our definitions 

• Only eligible for low interest loan funding for park development projects 

• 2% over 20 years is the loan term 

https://www.nj.gov/dep/greenacres/
https://www.nj.gov/dep/greenacres/
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▪ Stewardship grant program 

• Mainly for projects that enhance or restore natural resources 

• Not dependent on type of municipality 

• 50% matching grant 

• Streambank stabilization (not bulkheads) 

• Take out invasives, put in natives 

• Trail funding, not paved à have to be porous, ADA compliant 

• Outdoor environmental education (signage, interpretative signage) 

• Outdoor classrooms 

▪ NOT funded currently 

• Benches 

• Picnic tables 

• Active recreation 

o Recommendation à contact us BEFORE applying for the funds/loans with items that are 

seriously being considered for the park 

• Ramond 

o Is stewardship grant related in any shape or form to office natural resource (ONRR)? 

• Cecile 

o No, different. ONRR funds can be used to match stewardship grant 

• Ramond 

o Concerns? Suggestions? 

• Cecile 

o Open project in Camden City that’s very similar 

▪ Former industrial site 

▪ Next to railroad tracks – common contaminant 

▪ On Del. River, going to start construction soon 

▪ Things that have held up project most: 

• Environmental à ½ - 2/3 of site is historic fill 

• DEP restrictions on the site 

• Identify and confirm that they had legal rights to build in tidelands area 

▪ Park design often serves as the “cap” à less of an option so excavation is probably 

needed 

▪ Permitting for land resource protection took forever for Camden project because 

of endangered species habitat 

• Suggestion: tackle this before anything else especially before the design 

stage 

o Army Corps. Of Engineering permits take a very long time 

o Permit process may take 1-1.5 years 

o Tree clearing would be an issue on the northern portion of the site 
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• Ramond 

o Does the work from previous owners grandfathered to the current project? 

• Cecile 

o Reach out to contact person listed on the permits; check expiration date 

• Ramond 

o What would you most like to see happen on this park? Top ask? 

• Cecile 

o That’s more of a question for whoever will be managing it à national lands trust 

o Important to incorporate recreation uses for different age groups and different age groups 

• Ramond 

o What do you think of camping as a permitted use on the site? 

• Cecile 

o Green acres would be fine with that 

o There may be permitting issues. Complicated because of contamination issues and 

overnight use 

• Ramond 

o What other uses would attract the most users? 

• Cecile 

o Waterfront walkways, fishing, boating access.  

o “Friends” group going would be great for public safety concerns 

o Soliciting suggestions from the neighbors and folks in town 

o Retirees make excellent park stewards  

o Schools can also contribute to programming à opportunity for environmental resource 

education 

• Ramond 

o Wondering how we can complement Crystal Lake? 

• Cecile 

o Footbridge à huge undertaking though 

o Seems more like county park project since it’s a regional park 

▪ Right across from something they own 

▪ Going to take a lot of technical know-how and a lot of money 

o Brick and Perth Amboy City do a phenomenal job with outreach and public input for 

park planning efforts 

 

Bordentown Stakeholder Interview with Karen Cilurso – Associate Director, Livable Communities; 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC)  

  

Date: Thursday April 14, 2022 at 10am  

Notes:  

• Joining in meeting is Andrew Svekla, Manager at DVRPC Office of Smart Growth  

https://www.dvrpc.org/
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• Ramond  

o What do you see as potential opportunities for this site?  

• Karen  

o We are looking at a recreational/tourist ferry service that would go as far north as 

Bordentown City (feasibility study)  

▪ Ferry is being looked at as a complimentary transit service for the area  

o Looking at this site as potential dock for ferry  

o How is this park connected to rest of Bordentown?  

• Ramond  

o Bordentown Township doesn’t really have a downtown  

o Bordentown City can be considered the Township’s “downtown”  

o Site is across the street from Rt. 130, connects to 295 and NJ Turnpike  

• Karen  

o I am more concerned with the pedestrian and bicycle connectivity than the street 

connectivity  

o Probably a market for what the park would provide  

o I agree with Shawn that rerouting the heritage trail to go along the river is a good idea  

• Andrew  

o Rivergate apartments, senior housing, and Quick Check were built   

• Karen  

o Pedestrian has to cross Rt. 130 to access park?  

• Ramond  

o Yes  

• Karen  

o What are you doing for the rail crossing?  

• Ramond  

o Currently there’s a rail-stop that blocks the road when the train comes through. We are 

currently just looking at potential uses and concepts. Some pedestrian crossing would be put 

there  

• Karen  

o Consider the pedestrian crossing as an additional challenge to the park  

• Ramond  

o Do you have a plan or design for the dock you mentioned for the site?  

• Karen  

o No, we are in beginning stage of feasibility study. Depth of water may be an issue for the 

area. There could be potential for the future ferry to bring people to Newbold Island and 

access any would-be trails there.  

o Ferry could help park connect to other regional locations too  

o Pedestrian connectivity to this park is my primary concern  

o Can the seniors who live nearby access the park without a car?  

• Ramond  

o There’s the two River Line stops close by as well as a bus stop  

• Karen  

o It seems like the site is not connected to anything  

• Andrew  

o Nearly everyone who would come to this park would be driving there  

• Karen  
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o We want to encourage other modes of transportation besides the car  

o I recommend finding other ways to connect the site more to pedestrians  

o Programming and activities in the area for seniors  

o Want to encourage nearby residents to use the park  

o Rt. 130 is not the friendliest road to cross- tractor trailers at that part  

o You don’t want to have this park in the middle of nowhere not connected to anything where 

people would have to completely drive to  

• Andrew  

o You could imagine a network or boardwalk trails would be useful and desirable in this area 

with so much waterfront and floodplains  

o Passive recreation --> infrastructure that supports hobbies like birding, etc.  

o Crystal Lake Park and Newbold Island are huge pieces of passive recreation as well  

o For context --> Florence Township has asked us to look at the west side of Newbold Island 

where the Roebling Museum is and is another superfund site about how they can integrate the 

waterfront property into their township’s future vision  

▪ Probably also passive recreation  

o I am thinking of ways to mix it up here since it seems there are or will be a number of passive 

recreation sites concentrated in this area  

o Is there some way we can think about these units together so that people can do other things 

besides just walk next to trees?  

o Must take “big-picture” approach --> how will all these pieces fit together in the future?  

o I imagine people would want to bring their bike here and its important they are connected in a 

safe way  

• Ramond  

o There are bike lanes in the area  

o Rt. 130 has sidewalks and marked crossings  

• Karen  

o The big picture regional holistic approach makes sense  

• Andrew  

o Active marina uses?  

o Boating opportunities on the island?  

o What are the demands for boating infrastructure?  

• Ramond  

o Township wants to pursue the fishing pier and boating dock that were previously approved 

for the TOD development  

• Karen  

o Beverley City also wants to integrate their waterfront  

o Additional opportunities for connectivity and passive recreation more north too  

o Mine and Andrew’s theme seems to be connectivity  

o If it's not too late it's important to not just look at this site in isolation  

• Ramond  

o How far along is the redevelopment of the Roebling site?  

• Andrew  

o We're just scheduled to help with visioning and master planning in summer 2022  

o There’s been ongoing remediation for quite some time  

o Everything we’re saying now is a “stay tuned” announcement for our next fiscal year  

• Ramond  
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o Is that site owned by the town or county or is it privately?  

• Andrew  

o I have 75% confidence that Florence owns it  

• Ramond  

o I’m thinking that maybe that site may be converted to more of an active site to compliment 

the giant passive/recreation use in the area  

• Karen  

o Market study is needed to figure out what makes sense  

o Only so many places that people will go  

• Andrew  

o Your site is more about finding and designing a landscape plan that mixes ecological 

principles and access  

o How do you protect the sensitive parts of the site while allowing people to feel close to the 

water?  

o Thinking about linkage is important  

o Perhaps shared parking with Crystal Lake  

o Branding is crucial  

o I imagine this is an important top for migratory birds  

o Interpretive signing for observing wildlife  

o Palmyra Cove Nature Park  

• Karen  

o Feasibility study should be wrapping up in June and the township can have access to that and 

see the findings  

o Please feel free to contact us in the future, we are happy to chime in  

 

Bordentown Stakeholder Interview with David Bean – Manager; NJDEP Office of Natural Resource 

Restoration  

Date: Wednesday April 20, 2022 at 11am  

• David  

o I run the office that managed the cramer hill waterfront park project in Camden + 

sketched the concept of the project’s design ultimately  

o I reached out to the director of green acres to find out status of their interest in 

Newbold Island --> have not heard back yet  

• Ramond  

o We spoke with Cari Wild and she indicated that they’re in the due diligence process  

o PSEG submitted an application to them  

o Other passive recreation opportunities in the area besides our project site  

o From your standpoint, what do you see as potential opportunities for this project with 

all that’s around it?  

• David  

o My background is what we do here which is getting citizens in touch with natural 

resources and habitat restoration (public access, habitat type of things)  

o Delaware River is one of the largest undammed rivers on the east coast  

▪ Tremendous fishing  

▪ Anadromous fish runs  

http://www.palmyracove.org/
https://www.nj.gov/dep/nrr/
https://www.nj.gov/dep/nrr/
https://www.nj.gov/dep/nrr/cramer-hill.htm
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▪ Catadromous fish runs  

▪ Game fish – striped bass, American shad, river herring, American eel, white 

perch  

o Fishing platform will be great at north end of site – on main stem of river not the back 

channel  

▪ Bulkhead on shoreline  

▪ Small fishing pier – deck that people can go on fish  

o Natural resources are more valued and protected when people have access to them   

o Kayak launch, paddle boards, etc.  

o I'd recommend not making a launch for motorized vessels  

o Launch on Newbold Island + picnic area  

▪ People can cross the back channel and have lunch on the island, for example  

▪ With enough funding you could really have a trail network on the island and 

interpretive signage to teach people about the island  

o Water trails  

o Myself and wetland specialist here are willing to come out to site and see if there’s 

any habitat restoration efforts necessary  

o If earth-moving needs to happen I’d want to know more about it so that may be 

coupled with habitat restoration  

• Ramond  

o Dr. Devito recommended the mound on site that is contaminated be turned into a 

lookout and meadow  

o Acidic soil must be stabilized  

• David  

o Is the stabilization because of groundwater contamination or because of direct contact 

people may have with it?  

• Ramond  

o Both – township is still working directly with DEP to remediate site  

o Does a boat launch and fishing pier have to be in the same spot?  

• David  

o Devils in the details  

o Both of those features require permits probably from DEP land use regulation 

program + army corps  

o Putting structure in the river would trigger consultation with the coast guard  

o Unsure why they wouldn’t get permits  

▪ Endangered species restrictions may result in a timing restriction  

o I don't know why you couldn’t do both (pier + launch)  

• Ramond  

o Would previous permit allow for fishing here in this one spot hold if the 

recommended location for it changes?  

• David  

o No – I'd put the boat launch near where it was already permitted and then I’d have a 

second feature for fishing out there  
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o River can get rough and choppy – launch on the narrower back channel would allow 

users to be more protected  

• Ramond  

o Everyone recommends we have enough uses to attract more people – helps with 

sustainability and safety of park  

o How can we make this site stand out seeing how there are so many other passive 

recreation opportunities nearby? Aside from fishing  

• David  

o Crystal lake park  

o Bike trail  

o DNR canal  

o I think site stands out because of idea of launching a paddle craft and enjoying 

paddling for what it is  

o Going to explore Newbold Island (boating, having a picnic) is a special experience 

that people would value and enjoy  

o Unsure where an experience like that is possible nearby – regional attraction  

o Riverfront fishing on mainstem of Delaware is highly desirable  

o Consumption advisories do not deter people from fishing  

o I don’t think the waterfront is the right place for courts and/or ballfields  

o We pursue polluters for natural resource injury – our funding cannot go to courts 

and/or ballfields  

o Very exciting to me to see the possibilities here  

• Ramond  

o How do you think you can work with us as this project moves forward?  

• David  

o I am happy to be a resource here or my staff  

o We’re happy to help where needed – we know how to get projects done  

o Experienced in the problems this site is likely to have  

o I don’t have any funding right now that can go to this but that can change  

• Melania  

o What do you think of camping as a potential use for the site? Managing/executing the 

use and access to Newbold Island?  

• David  

o That’s up to whoever is going to manage the site  

o Don’t want a trash problem out there  

o Some sort of bathroom facility is needed for camping  

o If you can do that safely and environmentally then I think that’s great  

o Unsure where else in the area camping like that is possible – speaks to the uniqueness 

of the site  

o Some sort of stormwater control since site is in floodplain and you don’t want people 

getting hurt   

o Forest composition is important too – I wouldn’t want to set up a camping area where 

people are in danger of falling trees and tree limbs  
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• Ramond  

o Any closing thoughts or concerns?  

• David  

o Contamination  

o A viewing area on top of a hill is a nice way to mitigate contaminated soil  

o Moving earth can often be coupled with habitat restoration  

o What you have is an exciting project  

• Ramond  

o How do you go about picking projects that you work on?  

• David  

o We seek settlements from responsible parties for natural resource injury and then try 

to associate a project with the injury (example: wetland injury here we’d like to 

restore a wetland there)  

o We like the project area to be geographically related to injury area  

o We don’t like to sit on money we have – restoration today is more valuable than 

restoration 10 years from now  

 

Bordentown Stakeholder Interview with Linda J. Meade – President and CEO; D & R Greenway 

Date: Thursday April 28, 2022 at 11am 

Notes: 

• Ramond 

o What are some opportunities you see here for this site? 

• Linda 

o Background/About of our organization: 

▪ Involved for 25+ years in Abbot Marshland to protect and maintain the area 

▪ Acquired a property in Bordentown City in 2020 

• Bonaparte property → 60 acres 

• On Park St → in the process of creating a discovery center in a historic building 

on the property 

o Can learn about all the peoples that have lived on the site 

o Connections to the land and wildlife 

• Partnership between the City of Bordentown and DNR Greenway 

• At the confluence of the Crosswicks Creek and the Delaware River 

o Can link Bordentown waterfront park site to the discovery center via information and education 

o Kayak program funded by William Penn Foundation on Bordentown Beach started in 2021 

▪ Launch allows you to go on the Delaware or Crosswicks 

▪ Container kept on the beach holds 14-15 kayaks 

▪ In the process of working with individual groups to take them out on excursions on 

kayaks 

• LALDEF – Latin American Legal Defense and Education Fund 

o We are interested in getting people to the site if it had a boat launch and Newbold Island as well 

▪ Would need some transportation to get back to Bordentown Beach 

https://drgreenway.org/
https://drgreenway.org/readmore/
https://laldef.org/
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▪ Kayak down, be on site for some time, then get back to origin location → a day trip that 

provides water access → great opportunity 

o Being able to exchange information on the environmental inventory of our sites with this 

waterfront park site 

• Ramond 

o Are you doing the inventory yourselves or are you working with someone? 

• Linda 

o Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey 

▪ Biologists are doing the inventory 

o StewardGreen → highly recommend 

▪ Gene Huntington 

• Used to work at Duke Farms 

▪ Business supports a lot of non-profits and government agencies in conservation and 

stewardship work 

▪ Working with them on an ecological and trail plan for the Bonaparte property 

• Ramond 

o What are some of the challenges/concerns that you have? 

• Linda 

o Remediation is a big deal, a lengthy process 

▪ I don’t know what the timeline of remediation efforts is, and type of work it involves 

o Is there a direct land connection by to Newbold Island from the mainland park? 

• Ramond 

o No land connection 

o Back channel is shallow enough that someone could walk across (during low tide) 

o As we progress through the concept plan, we are recommending to 

▪ Establish either a canoe/kayak connection or 

▪ A trail bridge to connect proposed trails on the mainland park to the proposed trails on 

Newbold Island 

• Linda 

o A trail bridge connector makes a lot of sense if it doesn’t disturb the boat activity of the area 

▪ Example → trail/canal bridges in Bucks County, PA along the Delaware 

• They have height and allow to kayak underneath 

o Is the entire island being purchased by NJDEP or just a portion? 

• Ramond 

o They are purchasing most of the island, except for the part that is already owned by Bordentown 

Township 

• Linda 

o Opposite side is the old US Steel plant → still in some stage of operation 

o Kayaking through Abbot Marshlands people show a lot of interest in… 

▪ Kayaking underneath 295, 195 

▪ Kayak to the Watson Woods → great view of what used to be the PSEG plant 

o This is an excellent opportunity to educate about the changes of land use and the remediation that 

has happened 

http://www.conservewildlifenj.org/
https://www.stewardgreen.com/
https://www.dukefarms.org/
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▪ Recovery of the river stories told through interpretative signage wherever there are great 

viewpoints 

• Melania 

o Any experience with living labs on a site to continuously monitor the remediation efforts and how 

vegetation is affected? 

• Linda 

o Our organization has not done that 

o I suggest talking to  

▪ Friends for the Abbott Marshlands 

• Patricia Coleman, President 

• Mary Leck 

• Have done MANY studies of the marshland and really understand the ecology of 

the area 

• Ramond 

o Right now, there’s a bulkhead along the shore and we have gotten many recommendations to 

convert that to a living shoreline 

o What do you think about that? Does a living shoreline make sense for this site, or does it make 

more sense to repair the existing bulkhead? 

• Linda 

o Maintaining the highest water quality for the Delaware River should take precedent 

o Also, an educational opportunity 

o Maybe a hybrid combination in some way? 

o Filtration of pollutants … this could be an example of best/current practices that make this project 

stand out 

▪ Could be a model for other industrial usages along the river to implement living 

shorelines as well 

• Ramond 

o How can this area differentiate itself from all the other conservation and passive recreation uses 

in the surrounding area? 

• Linda 

o The unique thing is the inclusion of the island 

o A lot of the passive recreational uses will be the same… 

▪ Kayaking 

▪ Bird watching 

▪ Picnicking 

▪ Hiking 

▪ Walking trails 

o The experience of being able to walk from the mainland over a trail bridge and being able to get 

onto the island and look up and down the river makes this project unique and special 

▪ Internal pond on the island is interesting 

• Ramond 

o Any closing thoughts or recommendations for us? 

• Linda 

https://abbottmarshlands.org/about/friends-for-the-abbott-marshlands/
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o Clarification… are you part of DCA? A public agency? 

o Are you looking at ways to partner with other groups as you go forward? 

o Is the township or the state going to have a manager of the site? 

• Ramond 

o We are part of DCA 

o Because it’s going to be a township park → we are working under the assumption that the 

Township’s Parks Department will manage the site 

▪ They themselves may establish partnerships for programming and to maintain it as the 

park gets built out 

• Linda 

o Alliance for Watershed Education (AWE) funded by the William Penn Foundation 

▪ Way to connect the information across these sites (common database?) 

▪ Example → public goes to one site and learns about the others, prompting them to visit 

the other sites as well 

o Outdoor kiosks so people can actively participate and engage more people 

o Please share the progress of the site we are very excited and interested in this 

 

 

Public Survey Comments 
Q8  What would you like to see in the new Waterfront Park in Bordentown Township? 

Date Response 

May 17, 2022 10:17 AM 

Combination of paved/natural trails for walking, biking and running.  Place for 

community events, festivals, private gatherings.  Restroom amenities.  

Benches/seating to enjoy view.  Access to water. 

May 16, 2022 12:22 AM 
Walking and hiking trails, benches to observe nature, places for native plants and 

wildlife to flourish, welcoming spaces 

May 14, 2022 11:38 PM Playground and dog park.  Walking trail near the river. 

May 14, 2022 4:42 PM 
A ton of spots to fish, a kayak/canoe launch, plenty of walking and hiking trails, 

and RESTROOMS!!!!!! 

May 13, 2022 8:42 PM 
Utilizing the space for nature-oriented community events while keeping trails 

and picnic areas available 

May 13, 2022 6:01 PM Bike trails connected to the Delaware Raritan trails 

May 13, 2022 4:56 PM 

No matter what, the most important design for any park or public accessible 

space is to make sure it flows with how people naturally walk and will utilize so 

we can actually enjoy nature. Our local 

May 12, 2022 11:39 PM A way to safely access to and from the Delaware River Heritage Trail 

May 11, 2022 3:52 PM Opportunities for physical/visual access to the river- e.g., trails and kayak/canoe 

https://www.watershedalliance.org/
https://williampennfoundation.org/
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Date Response 

launches and fishing/birding areas, and an emphasis on the ecological 

environment importance of these riparian lands. 

May 11, 2022 2:57 PM Bike trails that tie into the larger bike network in the Township (and beyond). 

May 11, 2022 1:06 AM Large and safe playground, pavilion with picnic tables 

May 9, 2022 9:50 PM 
Walking trails, canoe/kayak launch, bathroom, seasonal restaurant/snack 

bar/food truck area, benches, tables. 

May 9, 2022 2:25 PM 

Green infrastructure/stormwater management; Native plants; Butterfly gardens; 

Pollinator gardens; Trails; Restrooms; Canoe/Kayak (not motor or sailboat) 

access. 

May 9, 2022 5:22 AM 

A healthy wildlife environment that supports the habitat and not a huge human 

footprint. Clean up the current site and keep woods/small clearings. Allow 

hunting/fishing or access to river. Keep natural 

May 9, 2022 1:48 AM kayak launch.  focus on Delaware river maritime heritage 

May 8, 2022 11:52 PM Hiking and dog walking trails, canoe/kayak rental and launch 

May 8, 2022 12:52 PM 

Preserve land as natural area.  Provide trails, ADA as much as possible.  Don't 

try to do too much and lose the effectiveness of a good plan.  Take the wide view 

and don't duplicate what's nearby. 

May 8, 2022 12:04 PM A shaded fishing pier! Maybe some benches along the water to sit. 

May 8, 2022 8:23 AM 

I would like to see a park that all residents will enjoy. Handicap parking would 

be a plus.  I would like to see many walking trails. Also, an easy one for people 

with disabilities. Dog friendly. 

May 8, 2022 12:16 AM Playground, fishing, walking/jogging trails, hiking trails 

May 7, 2022 11:59 PM A cabana setup...daily or seasonal rental. 

May 7, 2022 8:34 PM Trees! 

May 7, 2022 2:42 PM Family friendly areas with nice restrooms and pavilions for gatherings. 

May 7, 2022 1:41 PM 
Running/walking trails, dog park, kayak launch, historical and environmental 

significance signage, areas for native and wild plants 

May 6, 2022 9:25 PM Natural flowers / wildflowers. An area for swimming (pool or natural). 

May 6, 2022 8:16 PM Trails, restrooms, maybe some events. 

May 6, 2022 7:13 PM Public access to the river 
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Date Response 

May 6, 2022 6:03 PM Hiking trails, restrooms, campground 

May 6, 2022 3:29 PM Biking, walking trails. Space for picnic, relaxing entertaining. 

May 6, 2022 3:05 PM 
Walking trails along the water and/or a pier. Would be great if they hosted small 

events on the water similar to the Happy Hour at Mercer County Park Marina. 

May 6, 2022 1:04 PM Waterfront restaurant with boat access similar to Curtain's Wharf 

May 6, 2022 11:31 AM 

Bird watching platform, indoor staffed educational space/nature center. Non-

motorized boat rentals and launch area wooded marked trails, picnic areas, 

bathrooms (Similar Tulpehaking nature center) 

May 6, 2022 10:19 AM Safe fun environment. Skatepark 

May 6, 2022 4:18 AM A space that will show how much the locals really care about our cute little town. 

May 6, 2022 3:02 AM 

Kayak/canoe launch, benches, maybe a wheelchair-friendly trail, swimming (but 

that is not realistic for the location), a rec path loop (wide enough for both 

directions of travel) 

May 6, 2022 2:12 AM 

This tract extends Crystal Lake and compliments Bordentown/Bluff & Bonaparte 

Estates as open/preserved land. Trails / WMA would be appreciated. 

Kayak/Canoe launch gives better access to Penn Estates. 

May 6, 2022 2:00 AM 
A sports complex with nature trails surrounding it. Brings in visitors from out of 

town and bring income to the town but allowing locals to enjoy too! 

May 6, 2022 1:36 AM Boat rentals 

May 6, 2022 1:29 AM 

Playgrounds for all ages - Maybe a jumping pillow! Or even a covered 

playground! Mommy & me swings! Trails equipped with trash cans and dog 

pool bags! Bathrooms for sure that have baby changing area. 

May 6, 2022 1:18 AM 
Activities for the kids. Gathering areas. Maybe a concession stand that could be 

operated often to allow kids to hang out yet some sort of supervision. 

May 6, 2022 12:52 AM Scenic Pier, floating dock, soccer/football fields, playground 

May 6, 2022 12:13 AM 
I would love to see a local camping area. A place where township community 

members and Girl Scouts can camp close to home. 

May 6, 2022 12:08 AM Learning/community center 

May 5, 2022 11:30 PM Areas for fishing, walking and picnics. 

May 5, 2022 10:30 PM A boardwalk to walk along with benches to a enjoy the river 



 

23 

 

 

 

 

Date Response 

May 5, 2022 9:08 PM Mountain bike trails. 

May 5, 2022 8:26 PM 

Here is a link to a place I went to in North Caroline. It was incredible! It included 

tons of trails, obstacle courses, kayaking, biking, etc. Please refer to this link:  

https://whitewater.org/ 

May 5, 2022 8:25 PM 

Kayak/canoe launch. Picnic area. Pet friendly. Walking trails. Outdoor fitness 

activities: yoga, meditation classes special events like craft fairs. Food truck 

night. Games like corn hole 

May 5, 2022 6:58 PM Trails, animal friendly, water activities 

May 5, 2022 6:38 PM Open space concept 

May 5, 2022 6:37 PM food truck events and festivals 

May 5, 2022 4:34 PM yes 

May 5, 2022 3:54 PM Hiking trails and picnic areas overlooking the water 

May 5, 2022 3:15 PM Fishing/Nature trails 

May 5, 2022 2:55 PM 

Leave it as natural as possible. Only provide things like bathrooms. No sports 

fields. Make it about the river, not diluted like our other parks. Don’t try to make 

it an everything park. 

May 5, 2022 2:48 PM A small cafe with music and art 

May 5, 2022 2:36 PM 
I would like to see a skatepark and a nice playground for kids. I would also like 

to see a water park like mercer county park has. 

May 5, 2022 2:30 PM 
Canoe, kayak rentals. Fishing dock. Children's attraction like inflatable obstacle 

course or water trampoline park. Check out Jump Jam jungle floats… 

May 5, 2022 2:14 PM Restaurant Boat docks Open green park 

May 5, 2022 1:57 PM Docks with access to things to do 

May 5, 2022 1:42 PM Dockage for pleasure craft to tie up and use the park. 

May 5, 2022 1:20 PM Boat launch Wildlife lookout Parking for trailers 

May 5, 2022 1:18 PM 

A dockage space for boaters along the river to enjoy the town, picnic areas, space 

for vendors/food trucks at events, dining options, restrooms, preserved natural 

habitats & land. 

May 5, 2022 12:41 PM 
Trails to walk or ride a bike on. Environmentally conscious areas of preservation 

along the river. 
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May 5, 2022 12:12 PM Walking paths. A restaurant with waterfront dining and parking. 

May 5, 2022 11:52 AM Trails. Leave the land alone so animals aren’t disturbed. 

May 5, 2022 11:43 AM A focus on safety 

May 5, 2022 11:30 AM Open space with various educational programs and wildlife preservation 

May 5, 2022 11:17 AM Open space for recreation 

May 5, 2022 11:14 AM 

Creative landscaping with sculptures.  Emphasis on Bordentown’s rich history.  

Nature trails with info markers along the way.  Create a story from the history 

and we could "walk in their footsteps". 

May 5, 2022 10:04 AM Passive recreation and preservation of clean open space 

May 5, 2022 1:27 AM Keep it as wild nature as possible. 

May 4, 2022 11:48 PM Respect for taxpayers who don’t get a f…ing for all their thousands in taxes 

May 4, 2022 11:13 PM Biking and hiking trails 

May 4, 2022 9:20 PM A nature preserve for walking and viewing nature. 

May 4, 2022 7:44 PM Places to sit and relax while watching the river. 

May 4, 2022 7:38 PM 

Trails for walking, hiking, and biking. River access for fishing because the river 

line has cut off all of the river to our communities.   Clean restrooms are needed 

not portable johns 

May 4, 2022 7:30 PM 
9-hole golf course Covered pavilions throughout the park Game fields Setup for 

bands or events 

May 4, 2022 6:35 PM 

I honestly feel a Ferry system that goes from Bordentown to Burlington and then 

to Bristol Borough PA would have an immense impact on our parks, events & 

downtown shopping. People will pay for a ferry 

May 4, 2022 6:29 PM 
Benches along the shoreline just to sit and watch the water. A great playground 

for kids or all ages. Great trails for hiking 

May 4, 2022 6:21 PM 

I think most important would be the preservation of wildlife habitat. Next would 

be walking trails to enjoy the wildlife and nature. Lastly, an open space where 

events could be held would be nice. 

May 4, 2022 6:02 PM 
A bike trail, or somewhere for my kids to roller blade. I love the boardwalk and 

trails at Smithville Park 

May 4, 2022 5:43 PM I would like to see permanent public boating docks like at Bristol with access to 
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restaurants and shops. We need more parks & areas and places for people and or 

families to visit on the water 

May 4, 2022 5:18 PM Views of the water 

May 4, 2022 1:26 AM 
lots of wildlife and wildflowers and plants, trees, and a great view. with seating 

to look at the view. 

May 3, 2022 11:19 PM 
Scooter/BMX/skatepark with shaded seating. Mountain biking course/trails with 

obstacles. 

May 3, 2022 9:58 PM Walking/hiking trails, river access 

May 3, 2022 9:13 PM running trails, bathrooms, open space for events but still plenty of nature 

May 3, 2022 5:16 PM CLEANNESS, NO MISCHIEF, PATROLLED AND A SAFE ENVIROMENT 

May 3, 2022 4:13 PM Walking trails, bathrooms, benches, sitting areas with a view, dog friendly 

May 3, 2022 2:18 PM 

A place to be able to spend the day with my family doing various activities - 

from fishing to being able to picnic and BBQ, attend concerts and fairs, and walk 

trails and camp at night (if possible). 

May 3, 2022 1:15 PM Easy water access. Bike trails. Playground areas 

May 3, 2022 12:01 PM 
Waterfront walkway with benches.  Pier for fishing and wildlife viewing.  Trails 

through wooded areas. 

May 3, 2022 5:37 AM 
I have already kayaked there before so I would hope that wouldn’t change. It 

would be nice for an area people can legally have their dogs swim 

May 3, 2022 1:08 AM 

Waterfront restaurant, bike and walking trail, pedestrian connection (over walk 

bridge) from Crystal Lake community over RT130; canoe launch area, preserve 

the arboretum 

May 2, 2022 10:21 PM Just mentioned it in the previous comment.  Definitely a trail system. 

May 2, 2022 9:16 PM Yes, if it won't cost the taxpayers anything because you guys are breaking us 

May 2, 2022 3:11 PM 
A recreational area for boaters/kayakers to hang out at or launch from, accessible 

from the mainland with parking and environmental observation areas. 

May 2, 2022 1:41 PM 
A marina for public use, with event space. Bicycle trails, hiking trails, a 

playground space for children. Picnic tables, recreational area. Education center 

May 2, 2022 1:01 PM 
Natural areas to help slow down habitat loss.  Trails to access preserved areas to 

view waterfowl and other birds and wildlife. 
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May 2, 2022 10:57 AM 

A boat launch with a pier. A Parking lot with access to trails and walkways along 

the river. Playground and maybe a couple restaurants/stores. Bristol has a done a 

great job with their waterfront 

May 2, 2022 9:57 AM 

Area that is natural as possible, I don’t believe the area should be taken over by 

dog walkers are areas to eat which will cause garbage strewn about. NO athletic 

fields, just a low noise place to be 

May 2, 2022 1:31 AM Kayak rentals and innovative green infrastructure pilot programs 

May 1, 2022 9:35 PM Boat rides, BBQ areas. Pavilion 

May 1, 2022 7:17 PM 
Huge dog park like in Medford- freedom bark or tinder creek - with trails that is 

fenced in 

May 1, 2022 5:00 PM Trash cans, dog poop bags, benches 

May 1, 2022 4:48 PM 
Keep as natural as possible, safe trails, educational/historic signs, and possible 

visitor center with restrooms. A new space, whatever used for, would be great! 

May 1, 2022 1:48 PM Mountain bike trails 

May 1, 2022 1:10 PM Accessibility with sustainability 

May 1, 2022 4:28 AM Kayak launch 

May 1, 2022 2:27 AM Paved walking trails 

April 30, 2022 11:40 PM 

More rural park to allow for more nature viewing similar to Mercer County Park. 

Most parks we have are built to accommodate hobbies and not connect with 

nature. 

April 30, 2022 10:25 PM Wildlife refuge. 

April 30, 2022 10:06 PM Hiking trails with dogs allowed 

April 30, 2022 10:02 PM Lots of access to the water and trails 

April 30, 2022 9:28 PM Be mindful of the natural shoreline and native plants. 

April 30, 2022 9:07 PM 
dog park, hiking trails, boat launch and canoe/kayak rentals, public picnic areas, 

rest rooms, scenic areas, and educational signage. 

April 30, 2022 8:53 PM Nothing that is too fancy/ ritzy looking. 

April 30, 2022 8:27 PM Camping, trails, community garden, playground areas. 

April 30, 2022 7:07 PM Paved ROW security cameras and Wi-Fi and EV charging station 
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April 30, 2022 7:03 PM Wildlife and nice paths flora and fauna 

April 30, 2022 6:41 PM Walking trails, restrooms, woodlands (trees) and some fields, creeks, benches 

April 30, 2022 5:57 PM 

Trashcans so that people do not litter.  Uninterrupted vistas, if possible, for 

tranquility.  A place to meditate.  Meandering pathways that can easily 

accommodate wheelchairs or walkers. 

April 30, 2022 5:55 PM Walking trails for people and dogs, boat rentals 

April 30, 2022 5:36 PM 

Family friendly layout with walking trails, bike paths and playgrounds for young 

children with workout stations for adults. Gazebos scattered around where 

families could picnic and relax. 

April 30, 2022 4:42 PM Paddleboarding ability and access 

April 30, 2022 3:51 PM 
Nature trails with informational signage, nature tower, interactive things for kids 

to do 

April 30, 2022 2:26 PM Bird refuges, Osprey stands, wetland preservation. 

April 30, 2022 2:23 PM Biking trails that connect to other parts of Bordentown would be nice. 

April 30, 2022 2:14 PM Running/hiking/biking trails connected to other local trail networks 

April 30, 2022 1:57 PM Concerts, walking trails 

April 30, 2022 1:56 PM 
more wildlife, more native plants, more educational/interpretive signage for 

environmental and historical facts of the area. 

April 30, 2022 1:48 PM 

one time contained a shipyard.  The shipyard most famous ship was Hitler’s 

onetime yacht. I have a photo.  Walking paths & signage.  So, so much history 

back there - tell their story along the path. 

April 30, 2022 1:35 PM More natural habitats and forage. 

April 30, 2022 1:34 PM 
Kayak rentals, hiking trails, seating by the water, space for yoga/meditation, 

unobstructed views, restrooms 

April 30, 2022 12:55 PM Skate Park 

April 30, 2022 12:31 PM 
Most of the features mentioned above its going to be a community park and it 

should offer a variety of user-friendly amenities 

April 30, 2022 12:20 PM 
Dirt trails and a natural boat ramp. Education center. No benches or garbage cans 

just nature as it should be. 

April 30, 2022 11:59 AM I would love to see a brewery on the waterfront.  A place you could sit and have 
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cocktails. 

April 30, 2022 11:42 AM Boating Trails Sitting area by the water 

April 30, 2022 11:39 AM Horseback riding trails 

April 30, 2022 11:34 AM 
Mostly hiking trails, a space to put kayak in the water, and if possible, some 

space for public events or festivals as well. 

April 30, 2022 11:23 AM 

Natural Park space where we can enjoy walking through the trails, possibly 

biking. I do not wish to see it plowed into a traditional grass park.  Also, possible 

place to launch non-motorized boats, 

April 30, 2022 11:13 AM Walking paths and areas to sit at/near the water 

April 30, 2022 11:12 AM 
Walking sidewalks along water, area for picnics, rental boats, mini golf, beach 

area, boat launch, basketball court, volleyball court. 

April 30, 2022 11:06 AM Wildflower preserves, dog friendly. Concerts. Restrooms. 

April 30, 2022 11:04 AM An area where people can walk, fish, view wildlife and perhaps kayak/boating. 

April 30, 2022 3:21 AM 
Walking trails, bicycle riding trails and waterfront pier for concerts with paddle 

boating options. 

April 30, 2022 3:15 AM Kids splashpad Skate area Disc golf Fire pits like Tyler Park Calisthenics 

April 30, 2022 2:46 AM Be able to camp overnight, light a fire and cook. 

April 30, 2022 1:42 AM Waterfront dining, outdoor music events 

April 30, 2022 12:23 AM Education center, trails, and playgrounds. 

April 30, 2022 12:18 AM Bike trails. 

April 29, 2022 11:12 PM 
natural trails, kayak launch, wildlife education, extension of crystal lake bike 

path 

April 29, 2022 10:59 PM 
I would like to see more kid friendly stuff like for sports and other stuff for the 

kids to do. 

April 29, 2022 10:25 PM Like to see trails, natural areas 

April 29, 2022 10:11 PM 
Bicycle / skate / scooter / Mountain bike park Pump track, bowl, ramps, and 

features 

April 29, 2022 10:11 PM 

Walking trails with benches and bathrooms. Waterfront walking and bike like 

Philadelphia trails would be nice. No ball parks or soccer fields. The adult 

taxpayers deserve some green space. 
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April 29, 2022 10:05 PM 

An opportunity for residents and visitors to engage with and learn about an 

ecosystem that supports native plant and animal wildlife and to explore the true 

natural beauty of NJ. 

April 29, 2022 10:02 PM 

A new waterfront park will be a nice addition to our town. However, the 

smokestack factories on the other side of the river (PA) will ruin the view. Kids 

playground and cafes with outdoor sitting. 

April 29, 2022 9:45 PM Kid friendly space/events! 

April 29, 2022 9:21 PM Trails, community events 

April 29, 2022 9:07 PM 

A nature preserve- keeping as much of the flora/fauna as possible. Dog friendly, 

accessible trails based on varying ability. Restrooms would be nice, & canoe 

launch, fishing access. 

April 29, 2022 9:06 PM 

A venue for musical acts. Be nice to have bands play with the sun setting over 

the water. We own mid Atlantic production services on Ann Street. Love to be 

involved. Mapsav.net 

April 29, 2022 9:02 PM Walking/jogging trails, biking trails, dog park, fishing/kayaking 

April 29, 2022 8:56 PM 
Raised platform for nature observing because of multiple threatened and 

endangered species on Newbold Island, Crystal Lake Park, and Delaware River. 

April 29, 2022 8:25 PM More event’s 

April 29, 2022 8:12 PM Bike and hiking trails 

April 29, 2022 8:09 PM More space to hike and enjoy nature! 

April 29, 2022 8:00 PM 
marina, boat launch, fishing pier, walking trails, interpretative signs, wildlife 

observation areas 

April 29, 2022 7:53 PM Walking and bike trails, playground, barbecues, and tables 

April 29, 2022 7:48 PM hiking trails, scenic over-look.  boat ramp or water activity rentals. 

April 29, 2022 7:44 PM A nice waterfront area to include a public boat launch and fishing area. 

April 29, 2022 7:42 PM Handicapped accessible 

April 29, 2022 7:39 PM A fun family place to spend the outdoors at 

April 29, 2022 7:23 PM Entertainment 

April 29, 2022 7:23 PM Convenient parking or transit options. 

April 29, 2022 7:18 PM A nice place to go for a walk or take a dog for a walk without the overcrowding 
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that sport fields can bring. A playground and picnic area for families and a large 

grassy area for Frisbee, kiting, etc. 

April 29, 2022 7:16 PM More things for families to do together. 

April 29, 2022 7:07 PM Nature.... trails... some place quiet (but safe) 

April 29, 2022 7:04 PM nothing open space 

April 29, 2022 6:56 PM - 

April 29, 2022 6:56 PM 

Walking/biking trails. Keep the environmental impact low as it was purchased 

for conservation. NO BOAT LAUNCHES - Bordentown already has one of 

them. 

April 29, 2022 6:44 PM Similar to Crystal Lake Park, a mix of bike trails and paved trails. 

April 29, 2022 6:33 PM Fishing piers and boating kayaking 

April 29, 2022 6:19 PM Kayak rentals and launch would be great. 

April 29, 2022 6:11 PM Neat safe paths, walkways and trails 

April 29, 2022 6:04 PM 
I am from South Florida. Since it’s a waterfront make it an attractive space for 

ppl to gather for a green market, picnic, fishing, or walks. 

April 29, 2022 5:42 PM 
Doggie poo trash cans.  People who walk their dogs pick up the poo then leave 

the plastic bag on the ground.  Frustrating to see at other parks. 

April 29, 2022 5:13 PM Fishing pier 

April 29, 2022 4:53 PM 
Activities available for the general public to be able to get on the water and enjoy 

without having to own their own boat 

April 29, 2022 4:48 PM 
Family friendly! Splash pad, walking path with playground in the middle. 

Basketball tennis and volleyball courts. 

April 29, 2022 4:46 PM 
bicycle & walking trails connected to existing trails benches restrooms quiet 

areas 

April 29, 2022 4:44 PM 
Seating, pavilion, playground (inclusive playground for children with 

disabilities.) dog friendly areas 

April 29, 2022 4:39 PM Boat launch, trails, picnic area, natural look, playground. 

April 29, 2022 4:35 PM Dedicated wildlife habitat and environmental educational opportunities. 

April 29, 2022 4:03 PM An area for fishing, maybe a wall & platform to fish from. 
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April 29, 2022 3:58 PM trails for horses 

April 29, 2022 3:56 PM A boat ramp 

April 29, 2022 3:40 PM A new BBQ and rest area for all types of recreational activities 

April 29, 2022 3:33 PM I’m all for walking/biking trails, both paved and gravel/dirt. 

April 29, 2022 3:28 PM 

Something for everyone at all ages. Preteens and teens are bored and are getting 

into trouble. A skateboard park being incorporated to the waterfront park would 

be great. 

April 29, 2022 3:27 PM 

Keep all of the “rules” to a minimum. If someone wants to BBQ and have some 

beers, then allow it. Otherwise, we go elsewhere, sorry.  We’re rules to death 

already. 

April 29, 2022 3:24 PM I nice place to visit and go for a walk.   Great location 

April 29, 2022 3:18 PM 
Natural area to explore -- maintained trails      some amenities near the opening 

of the park 

April 29, 2022 3:13 PM Restaurants & Entertainment 

April 29, 2022 3:09 PM 

Preservation of marsh land and animal sanctuary. Dog waste cleanup/disposal 

areas so trails are not littered with dog waste. Leash laws enforced so dogs not 

running at large + hearing "he won't bite." 

April 29, 2022 3:07 PM Walking /biking trails. Fishing and picnic areas. 

April 29, 2022 3:03 PM 
More natural open space accessible by foot. Less man-made structures 

obstructing view creating noise or light pollution 

April 29, 2022 3:02 PM 
Top priorities should be boat access and natural preservation, with access to the 

public. 

April 29, 2022 2:54 PM walking nature trails, benches overlooking the water, area for fishing 

April 29, 2022 2:43 PM nature hiking and cycling trails, dog park, restrooms, and lighting 

April 29, 2022 2:41 PM 
Interpretive trail system and nature center, bird and wildlife observation areas, 

restroom facilities 

April 29, 2022 2:35 PM Nice trails, dog friendly areas, comfortable picnic areas 

April 29, 2022 2:28 PM 

I think it would be nice if they had easy access for canoeing and kayakers. I 

would like to see any gas-powered engines banned, no wave runners.  Electric 

motors only. These would disturb the wildlife 
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April 29, 2022 2:22 PM 

Some ideas were in the previous comment field but additionally, my family likes 

to bike ride and walk on trails and just hang out and relax by the water.  

Definitely like the idea of water rentals. 

April 29, 2022 2:21 PM Waterfront Restaurant with affordable prices                               

April 29, 2022 2:14 PM No Warehouses 

April 29, 2022 2:12 PM 
Tackle Store, Convenience Store, Fishing Pier, Kayak Launch, Pavilion, Grill, 

Walking Trail, Biking Trail, Benches overlooking Water, Trees 

April 29, 2022 2:11 PM Marina/ Boat launch/water access. 

April 29, 2022 2:09 PM Music festivities, kids’ activities, 

April 29, 2022 2:00 PM 
lots of trails that are labeled for directions on trails, outdoor covered bird 

observation stations, restrooms, nature center 

April 29, 2022 2:00 PM Paved walking trails 

April 29, 2022 1:57 PM Attractive landscaping and lots of open space. 

April 29, 2022 1:54 PM 

wide walking and biking trails (to accommodate both) along the water.   Parking 

area with picnic area, bathrooms, maybe a pavilion.  Private renting of canoes 

and kayaks would be very nice to offer 

April 29, 2022 1:53 PM Hiking/biking trails 

April 29, 2022 1:50 PM Activities for teens and young adults. 

April 29, 2022 1:48 PM 

Easy parking, educational material, smooth trails for my child to walk/ride, lots 

of trees and native plants, picnic tables, dog-friendly facilities, and lots of 

garbage cans. 

April 29, 2022 1:45 PM Playground and family picnic 

April 29, 2022 1:43 PM Exercise equipment Water stations Bathrooms 

April 29, 2022 1:41 PM 
Hiking trails and overlook to the Delaware river. Also, some awning or pavilion 

for sitting in the shade 

April 29, 2022 1:33 PM Walking trails 

April 29, 2022 1:32 PM 
Green Infrastructure, Nature Center, Walking path along the river!!, Native 

plants, area for wildlife. This is so exciting! 

April 29, 2022 1:30 PM No access to out of towners, and NO jet skis. 
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April 29, 2022 1:30 PM More activity area for dogs 

April 29, 2022 1:30 PM a community pool 

April 29, 2022 1:27 PM Walking trails and nature exhibits. 

April 29, 2022 1:27 PM Nature preservation. 

April 29, 2022 1:25 PM Family Friendly areas & events. 

April 29, 2022 1:20 PM Baseball field 

April 29, 2022 1:19 PM 
Whatever is installed or placed in the park it will be useless without the Security 

& Tranquility of the visitors. It must be kept crime free. 

April 29, 2022 1:19 PM Trails landscape benches 

April 29, 2022 1:19 PM 
Camping sites, fishing and hunting areas, dog park and playgrounds with 

restrooms and BBQ/ fire pits 

April 29, 2022 1:18 PM 
small amphitheater? historic signs, maps stone dust trails, many benches 

bathroom! 

April 29, 2022 1:17 PM Native gardens and community garden space for wildlife 

April 29, 2022 1:16 PM Kayaking availability with ramp paths to bike walk 

April 29, 2022 1:15 PM Water activities 

April 29, 2022 1:15 PM High maintenance. 

April 29, 2022 1:14 PM Would like to see canoe rental 

April 29, 2022 1:14 PM Camping areas 

April 29, 2022 1:13 PM Walking trails.  Rest rooms.  Seating.  Picnic areas 

April 29, 2022 1:12 PM Just room to relax and picnic 

April 29, 2022 1:09 PM Walking path, access to fishing and boating 

April 29, 2022 1:09 PM 
Walking trails... picnic area.... playground.... bathrooms.... concessions such as 

deli type food access or pizza 

April 29, 2022 1:08 PM Boat launch, bike path, fishing platform, restrooms, playground 

April 29, 2022 1:07 PM Hiking and biking trails. Spots for fishing 

April 29, 2022 1:07 PM An opportunity for more fairs/festivals that would help promote local businesses 
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and a place for the community to gather. 

April 29, 2022 1:06 PM Absolutely 

April 29, 2022 1:05 PM 
Flat, accessible walking trails. Good environment for wildlife. Community 

gathering space. Public art where appropriate. 

April 29, 2022 1:04 PM Open space.  Nature information.  Passive recreation. 

Responses 379    Answered 260    Unanswered 119     
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Appendix C: Waterfront Park Construction Cost Estimates  
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Appendix D: Waterfront Park Construction & Operation Resources 

 

Open Space and Recreation 

Burlington County Municipal Park Development Program 

Eligibility: Burlington County municipalities 

Purpose: To develop and improve parks for passive and active recreation 

Terms: Grants of up to $250,000; a 10 percent bonus may be available to projects that meet additional 

criteria Deadline: Varies 

Contact: Burlington County Department of Resource Conservation  

Phone: 856-642-3850 

www.co.burlington.nj.us 

 

Coastal Blue Acres Grants and Loans 

Eligibility: New Jersey local governments and counties located along coastal area 

Purpose: To acquire storm-damaged property for storm protection, recreation, and conservation 

purposes Terms: Grants cannot exceed 50 percent of project costs; require 50 percent local match 

Deadline: Varies 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-984-0570 

www.nj.gov/dep/greenacres 

 

Community Stewardship Incentive Grant Program 

Eligibility: New Jersey municipalities or counties with approved forestry management plans  

Purpose: To implement goals and practices as outlined in a Community Forestry 

Management Plan 

Terms: Grants of up to $10,000 for resiliency planning; grants of up to $30,000 for reforestation and tree 

planting; 50 percent cash or in-kind match required  

Deadline: Varies 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-292-2532 

www.nj.gov/dep 

 

Conservation Innovation Grants 

Eligibility: State, local, or tribal governments; non-governmental organizations and individuals 

Purpose: To stimulate the development and adoption of innovative approaches and 

technologies for conservation on agricultural lands 

Terms: At least 50 percent of the total project cost must come from non-federal matching funds 

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service @USDA_NRCS 

Phone: 202-720-7412 

www.nrcs.usda.gov 

 

Conservation Technical Assistance Program 

Eligibility: State and local governments, individuals, communities, conservation districts, tribes, 

and other groups 

Purpose: To address opportunities, concerns, and problems related to the use of natural resources and 

http://www.co.burlington.nj.us/
http://www.nj.gov/dep/greenacres
http://www.nj.gov/dep/greenacres
http://www.nj.gov/dep
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
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to help land users make sound natural resource management decisions on private, tribal, and other 

non-federal lands 

Terms: Technical assistance may be in the form of resource assessment, practice design, resource 

monitoring, or follow-up of installed practices; clients may develop conservation plans, which may 

serve as a springboard for those interested in participating in U.S. Department of Agriculture 

financial assistance programs 

Deadline: Open 

Contact: U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service @USDA_NRCS 

Phone: 888-526-3227 

www.nrcs.usda.gov 

 

Delaware Estuary Watershed Grants Program* 

Eligibility: Local and state governments, public or non-profit private agencies, and educational institutions 

Purpose: To promote community-based stewardship and enhance local watershed-based 

resource management 

Terms: Grants of $10,000 to $50,000 

Deadline: Varies 

Contact: National Fish and Wildlife Foundation @NFWFnews 

Phone: 202-857-0166 

www.nfwf.org 

 

Green Acres Grants and Loans 

Eligibility: New Jersey municipal and county governments  

Purpose: To acquire open space for recreation and 

preservation 

Terms: Vary; include matching grant, low-interest loan, or combination of 

both Deadline: Varies 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-984-0570 

www.nj.gov/dep 

 

Green Communities Challenge Grant 

Eligibility: New Jersey municipal and county governments 

Purpose: To develop a Community Forestry Management Plan 

Terms: Grants are up to $3,000 with a 100 percent match that can be made of in-kind and volunteer 

hours at the federal volunteer rate 

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-292-2532 

www.nj.gov/dep 

 

Green Streets 

Eligibility: New Jersey municipalities 

Purpose: To provide affordable tree planting, landscaping, maintenance, and training services 

Terms: All funds secured through Contract Services go directly back into tree planting and 

educational programs 

Deadline: Open 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.nfwf.org/
http://www.nj.gov/dep
http://www.nj.gov/dep
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Contact: New Jersey Tree Foundation @NJTrees 

Phone: 732-608-8483 

njtreefoundation.org 

 

Kodak American Greenways Grants 

Eligibility: Local, regional, or statewide non-profits; public agencies; and community 

organizations 

Purpose: To improve greenways, trails, or waterways 

Terms: Maximum grant amount is $2,500  

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: The Conservation Fund @ConservationFnd 

Phone: 703-525-6300 

www.conservationfund.org 

 

Municipal Challenge Grant* 

Eligibility: State and local governments 

Purpose: To acquire and develop public outdoor recreation areas and facilities 

Terms: Match required 

Deadline: Open 

Contact: National Park Service @NatlParkService 

Phone: 202-354-6900 

www.nps.gov 

 

Matching Grants for Local Environmental Agencies* 

Eligibility: New Jersey municipal environmental commissions 

Purpose: To assist environmental projects, resource inventories, trail designs, or rehabilitation 

studies Terms: Maximum grant amount is $2,500; required 50 percent match of the total 

project cost  

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-984-0828 

www.nj.gov/dep 

 

Municipal Planning Incentive Grant Program 

Eligibility: New Jersey counties and municipalities 

Purpose: To purchase development easements for permanent preservation of farmland in designated 

project areas 

Terms: Maximum base grant of $1.5 million; State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) 

must approve county/municipal Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan to be eligible 

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Agriculture, SADC @NJDA1 

Phone: 609-984-2504 

www.nj.gov/agriculture/sadc 

 

Municipal Public Access Planning and Municipal Coastal Vulnerability Assessment Grant Program 

Eligibility: New Jersey municipalities that contain lands and tidal waters subject to public trust rights 

Purpose: To develop Municipal Public Access Plans that enhance public access, consistent with the 

http://njtreefoundation.org/
http://www.conservationfund.org/
http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.nj.gov/dep
http://www.nj.gov/agriculture/sadc
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Coastal Zone Management rules, and to assess vulnerability to coastal hazards by preparing a 

Coastal Vulnerability Assessment Report 

Terms: Grant awards of up to $25,000 

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-984-0058 

www.nj.gov/dep/cmp/access/index.htm 

 

National Recreational Trails Program 

Eligibility: New Jersey local, county, and state governments; and non-profits 

Purpose: To develop and maintain trails and trail facilities 

Terms: Maximum grant award is $24,000 

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-984-0628 

www.nj.gov/dep 

 

New Jersey Coastal Management Program 

Eligibility: New Jersey state and local governments and non-profits doing work in the Delaware Estuary 

Purpose: To provide resources for sustainable and resilient coastal community planning and climate 

change planning; technical assistance offerings include contractor assistance, direct municipal 

grant programs, and funding for the implementation of living shorelines or other nature-based 

mitigation projects 

Terms: Vary 

Deadline: Varies 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-984-0058 

www.nj.gov/dep 

 

Open Space Stewardship Grants 

Eligibility: New Jersey environmental commissions 

Purpose: To support projects that advance local open space stewardship and help to raise the profile 

of the environmental commission in the community 

Terms: Maximum of $1,500  

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions @ANJECtweets 

Phone: 973-539-7547 

www.anjec.org 

 

Recreation Opportunities for Individuals with Disabilities 

Eligibility: New Jersey municipalities and counties 

Purpose: To provide funding assistance to local governments for both short-term special 

events and comprehensive recreational services for individuals with disabilities 

Terms: Requires a match of $1 local government to $5 state 

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Community Affairs @NJDCA 

Phone: 609-984-6654 

http://www.nj.gov/dep/cmp/access/index.htm
http://www.nj.gov/dep
http://www.nj.gov/dep
http://www.anjec.org/
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www.nj.gov/dca 

 

Regional Trails Program 

Eligibility: County, municipal, and city government agencies; development corporations; and non-

profits Purpose: To plan, design, or construct multiuse trails for recreation and alternative 

transportation 

Terms: Match of 20 percent of the total project budget as either cash or documented in-kind services; 

at least 5 percent of the required match must be cash 

Deadline: Varies; program is broken into three separate phases  

Contact: Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 

@DVRPC  

Phone: 215-592-9125 

www.dvrpc.org/RegionalTrailsProgram 

 

Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance 

Eligibility: Local governments, states, and non-profits 

Purpose: Technical assistance to communities for trials and greenway 

planning Terms: Technical assistance is for one year 

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: National Park Service @NatlParkService 

Phone: 215-597-1581 

www.nps.gov 

 

Water Quality Management Planning – Pass-Through Grant  

Eligibility: New Jersey water quality management planning agencies  

Purpose: To conduct wastewater management planning activities 

Terms: Limited to eligible costs 

Deadline: Varies 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-777-4349 

www.nj.gov/dep 

 

Wetland Mitigation Grant 

Eligibility: New Jersey municipalities 

Purpose: To preserve freshwater wetlands and transition areas determined to be of critical importance 

in protecting freshwater wetlands 

Terms: Vary  

Deadline: Open 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-984-9736 

www.nj.gov/dep 

 

Brownfields 

Assessment Grants 

Eligibility: State, local, and tribal governments; land clearance authorities, quasi-governmental 

entities, regional councils, and redevelopment agencies 

http://www.nj.gov/dca
https://www.dvrpc.org/Trails/RegionalTrailsProgram/
http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.nj.gov/dep
http://www.nj.gov/dep
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Purpose: Support site inventories and assessments for brownfield reclamation 

activities  

Terms: Vary 

Deadline: Varies 

Contact: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency @EPA 

Phone: 202-566-2777 

www.epa.gov 

 

Brownfield Development Area Initiative 

Eligibility: New Jersey municipalities, community groups, and other stakeholders 

Purpose: Project management assistance for communities impacted by multiple 

brownfield sites Terms: Project manager is assigned from the Office of Brownfield Reuse 

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-292-1251 

www.nj.gov/dep 

 

Brownfields Economic Development Initiative* 

Eligibility: Community Development Block Grant entitlement communities; non-entitlement 

communities 

Purpose: To stimulate economic development in cities 

Terms: Maximum grants of $3 million; must be used in conjunction with Section 108-

guaranteed loan commitment 

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development @HUDgov 

Phone: 202-402-4612 

www.hud.gov 

 

Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund Grants 

Eligibility: State, local, and tribal governments; land clearance authorities; quasi-governmental 

entities; regional councils; and redevelopment agencies 

Purpose: To capitalize brownfield cleanup and assessment activities 

Terms: Up to $1 million per eligible entity; at least 50 percent of the funds must be used to 

implement a revolving loan fund in order to provide low-interest or no-interest loans for brownfield 

cleanup; a 20 percent cost share is required 

Deadline: Varies 

Contact: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency @EPA 

Phone: 202-566-2777 

www.epa.gov/brownfields 

 

Cleanup Grants 

Eligibility: State, local, and tribal governments; land clearance authorities; redevelopment agencies; 

and non- profit organizations 

Purpose: To clean up activities at brownfield sites 

Terms: Maximum grant of $200,000 per site, up to three sites; 20 percent match is 

required Deadline: Varies 

Contact: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency @EPA 

http://www.epa.gov/
http://www.nj.gov/dep
http://www.hud.gov/
http://www.epa.gov/brownfields
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Phone: 202-566-2777 

www.epa.gov 

 

Environmental Equity Program* 

Eligibility: New Jersey Redevelopment Authority-eligible government entities and developers 

Purpose: Provides loans for site acquisition, remediation, and demolition costs for brownfield 

redevelopment  

Terms: Vary 

Deadline: Open 

Contact: New Jersey Redevelopment 

Authority  

Phone: 609-292-3739 

www.njra.us 

 

Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training Grant Fund 

Eligibility: Eligible government entities and non-profit organizations 

Purpose: Provides job training for brownfield and hazardous substance 

remediation Terms: Maximum grants of $200,000 

Deadline: Varies 

Contact: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency @EPA 

Phone: 202-566-2777 

www.epa.gov/brownfields 

 

Hazardous Discharge Site Remediation Fund 

Eligibility: New Jersey public entities, private entities, non-profit 

organizations Purpose: For hazardous substance/waste remediation 

Terms: Vary depending on program and entity 

Deadline: Open 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-984-1790 

www.nj.gov/dep 

 

Innocent Party Grants 

Eligibility: New Jersey municipalities, counties, redevelopment entities, homeowners  

Purpose: To return contaminated and underutilized properties to productive reuse 

Terms: Vary by applicant type; applicant must not be responsible for contamination  

Deadline: Open 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-292-1251 

www.nj.gov/dep 

 

Targeted Brownfield Assessments 

Eligibility: States, tribal governments, and municipalities; land clearance authorities; quasi-

governmental entities; regional councils; redevelopment agencies; and non-profit organizations 

Purpose: For environmental assessments at brownfield sites 

Terms: Will not fund targeted brownfield assessments at properties where the owner is responsible 

for the contamination 

http://www.epa.gov/
http://www.njra.us/
http://www.epa.gov/brownfields
http://www.nj.gov/dep
http://www.nj.gov/dep
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Deadline: Annual 

Contact: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency @EPA 

Phone: 202-566-2777 

www.epa.gov 

 

Disaster and Pollution Mitigation 

Coastal Non-Point Source (NPS) Pollution Control Grants 

Eligibility: New Jersey municipalities, counties, health departments, regional entities, non-

profits  

Purpose: To conduct NPS management in the 20 watershed management areas in New 

Jersey  

Terms: Vary 

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-633-3812 

www.nj.gov/dep 

 

Coastal Resilience Grants Program 

Eligibility: State and local government agencies and non-profits 

Purpose: To improve the ability to prepare for and recover from a variety of coastal threats, 

including hurricanes, tsunamis, and sea level rise 

Terms: Typical awards range from $250,000 to $1 million; the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA) will not accept applications requesting less than $100,000 or more than $2 

million in federal funds; match required at a 2:1 ratio 

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: NOAA Office for Coastal Management @NOAADigCoast 

Phone: 240-533-0815 

www.coast.noaa.gov 

 

Community Firewise Grants 

Eligibility: New Jersey counties, municipalities, and homeowner associations in documented wildfire 

risk areas that have met the criteria for Firewise Communities/USA designation 

Purpose: To provide a cost-share incentive to develop and implement wildfire protection plans, 

obtain Firewise designation, implement hazard mitigation activities, and train community 

Firewise liaisons 

Terms: Funding is limited to half of the project cost, up to 

$5,000 

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-649-3611 

www.nj.gov/dep 

 

Damage Assessment, Remediation, and Restoration Program Restoration Implementation Grants 

Eligibility: State and local government agencies and non-profits 

Purpose: To restore marine and coastal natural resources damaged by hazardous waste, oil spills, and 

other physical impacts 

http://www.epa.gov/
http://www.nj.gov/dep
https://twitter.com/NOAADigCoast
http://www.coast.noaa.gov/
http://www.nj.gov/dep


 

44 

 

 

 

 

Terms: Typical awarded cooperative agreement will range from $2.5 million to $50 

million  

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: NOAA Office of Habitat Conservation @NOAAHabitat 

Phone: 206-526-4720 

www.habitat.noaa.gov 

 

Delaware River Restoration Fund 

Eligibility: Non-profit organizations, local governments, and educational institutions 

Purpose: To implement on-the-ground restoration to improve water quality and habitat within one or 

more of five Delaware River Watershed Initiative sub-watershed “Clusters” 

Terms: Grants range from $50,000 to $500,000; local match required  

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: National Fish and Wildlife Foundation @NFWFnews 

Phone: 202-595-2643 

www.nfwf.org/delaware/Pages/home.aspx 

 

Environmental Grant Program 

Eligibility: New Jersey projects located within an American Water service area 

Purpose: To improve, restore or protect the watersheds, surface water, and groundwater 

supplies  

Terms: Maximum grant amount of $10,000 

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: American Water @amwater 

Phone: 800-272-1325 

amwater.com 

 

Fire Management Assistance Grant Program 

Eligibility: State and local governments 

Purpose: To mitigate, manage, and control fires on publicly or privately owned forests or 

grasslands Terms: 75 percent federal cost share with states paying the remaining 25 percent 

Deadline: Open 

Contact: Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) @FEMAregion3 

Phone: 202-646-2500 

www.fema.gov/fire-management-assistance-grant-program 

 

Flood Mitigation Assistance Program 

Eligibility: State and local governments 

Purpose: To reduce or eliminate the long-term risk of flood damage to buildings insurable under the 

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 

Terms: Planning, project, and management cost grants 

Deadline: Open 

Contact: FEMA @FEMAregion3 

Phone: 202-646-2500 

www.fema.gov/flood-mitigation-assistance-grant-program 

 

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program 

https://twitter.com/NOAADigCoast
http://www.habitat.noaa.gov/
http://www.nfwf.org/delaware/Pages/home.aspx
https://amwater.com/
http://www.fema.gov/fire-management-assistance-grant-program
https://www.fema.gov/flood-mitigation-assistance-grant-program
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Eligibility: State and local governments and certain non-profits located within a presidentially 

declared disaster area 

Purpose: To implement long-term hazard mitigation measures after a major disaster 

declaration Terms: Grants may fund up to 75 percent of project costs; 25 percent local 

match is required Deadline: As soon as possible after disaster 

Contact: FEMA @FEMAregion3 

Phone: 202-646-2500 

www.fema.gov/hazard-mitigation-grant-program 

 

NFIP Community Assistance Program 

Eligibility: New Jersey local government units 

Purpose: To reduce threats to life and property through improved flood hazard information, 

enforcement of flood damage reduction regulations, and promotion of flood damage reduction 

activities, including, and also exceeding, minimum NFIP standards 

Terms: Vary  

Deadline: Open 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-292-2296 

www.nj.gov/dep 

 

Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program 

Eligibility: States, tribal governments, local governments, and 

universities Purpose: To plan and implement mitigation projects prior 

to a disaster event Terms: Vary; local match is required 

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: FEMA @FEMAregion3 

www.fema.gov/pre-disaster-mitigation-grant-program 

 

New Jersey Clean Communities Grant 

Eligibility: New Jersey municipalities and counties 

Purpose: To provide financial assistance for the implementation of litter abatement programs 

Terms: Entitlement grants based on population, housing units, road mileage, etc., limited to 

available funding; minimum grant is $4,000 

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-984-0828 

www.nj.gov/dep 

 

Public Assistance Program 

Eligibility: New Jersey public entities 

Purpose: To complete repairs, restorations, reconstruction or replacement of public facilities or 

infrastructure damaged or destroyed by a disaster 

Terms: Vary  

Deadline: Continuous 

Contact: New Jersey Office of Emergency Management @ReadyNJ 

Phone: 609-882-2000 x3004 

ready.nj.gov/programs/public-assistance-program.shtml 

https://www.fema.gov/hazard-mitigation-grant-program
http://www.nj.gov/dep
http://www.fema.gov/pre-disaster-mitigation-grant-program
http://www.nj.gov/dep
http://ready.nj.gov/programs/public-assistance-program.shtml
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Resilient Communities Program 

Eligibility: Local governments, non-profit organizations, Indian tribes 

Purpose: To help communities prepare for future impacts associated with sea level rise, water 

quantity and quality, and forest conservation; special emphasis on inclusion and helping traditionally 

underserved, low- and moderate-income communities build capacity for resiliency planning and 

investments in “greener” infrastructure 

Terms: Grants range from $100,000 to $500,000; local match of at least 1:1 is 

required  

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: National Fish and Wildlife Foundation @NFWFnews 

www.nfwf.org/resilientcommunities/Pages/home.aspx 

 

Shore Protection Grants and Loans 

Eligibility: New Jersey local governments and counties 

Purpose: To protect existing development from coastal storm damage, erosion and shoreline 

migration, and sea level rise 

Terms: Pre-construction costs not eligible; 25 percent match required; loans are for 25 percent of 

local share Deadline: Open 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-292-9236 

www.nj.gov/dep 

 

Source Reduction Assistance Grant Program 

Eligibility: Local governments, counties, and non-profits 

Purpose: To reduce or eliminate pollution at the source; project activities must use one or more of 

the following methods: surveys, studies, research, investigation, experimentation, education, training, 

and/or demonstrations 

Terms: 5 percent match required 

Deadline: Varies 

Contact: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency P2Program Coordinator @EPA 

Phone: New Jersey: 212-637-3758 

 www.epa.gov 

 

Water Quality Restoration Grant 

Eligibility: New Jersey government agencies and non-profit organizations 

Purpose: To reduce water quality impairment through implementation of NPS pollution control 

projects Terms: Priority for grant funding is aligned with a priority region for each assessment cycle 

Deadline: Annual 

Contact: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection @NJDEPcomms 

Phone: 609-633-1441 

www.nj.gov/dep 

 

Programming Partnerships 

Bordentown Regional School District 

http://www.nfwf.org/resilientcommunities/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.nj.gov/dep
http://www.epa.gov/
http://www.nj.gov/dep
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Purpose: The mission of the Bordentown Regional School District, in collaboration with the community, is to 

provide a safe, nurturing learning environment that is conducive to success for each student regardless of diverse 

background, learning style, prior experience, and educational need.  

Contact: 

Phone: 
Mission Statement – Our District – Bordentown Regional School District 

Boy Scouts of America 
Purpose: The Value of Scouting – Discovery is at the heart of Scouting. Whether it’s a campout, derby car race, or 

hike on the trail, we believe every adventure helps us uncover a little more about ourselves. We build the 

foundations for humility and compassion—strengthening character through actions—to prepare youth for a 

lifetime of leadership. Programs offered for individuals kindergarten age through twenty years old 

Contact: 

Phone: 
Boy Scouts of America | Prepared. For Life.™ (scouting.org) 

Boys and Girls Club 
Purpose: To enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to reach their full potential as 

productive, caring, responsible citizens. 

Contact: 

Phone: 
Our Mission & Story (bgca.org) 

Burlington County Youth Services 
Purpose: The Division of Youth Services provides a broad spectrum of services to support the education, 

employment, and judiciary needs of youth and young adults in Burlington County. Programs and services are 

defined by members of our YSAC (Youth Services Advisory Council) Planning committee and/or WDB 

(Workforce Development Board) and are fulfilled via an open bid, competitive Request-for-Proposal (RFP) 

process. The Division of Youth Services welcomes businesses, agencies, and community leaders to participate in 

our RFP process to help deliver the programs and services we offer the residents we serve. 

Contact: 

Phone: 
Youth Services | Burlington County, NJ - Official Website 

Burlington County Office of Aging – Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) 

Purpose: The Office on Aging provides information, assistance and outreach services to seniors in a variety of 

areas, including legal assistance, transportation, Meals on Wheels, weekend meal program, congregate nutrition 

sites, home health services, respite care, home security, adult day care and care management. 

Contact: 

Phone: 

Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) | Burlington County, NJ - Official Website 

Burlington County Parks – Volunteer Opportunities 

Purpose: Burlington County Parks System offers a variety of volunteer opportunities that provide participants 

with an opportunity to learn, share their interests and skills, and help to protect and preserve our natural, cultural, 

and historical resources. 

https://www.bordentown.k12.nj.us/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=443367&type=d&pREC_ID=955929
https://www.scouting.org/
https://bgca.org/about-us/our-mission-story
https://www.co.burlington.nj.us/1350/Youth-Services
https://www.co.burlington.nj.us/434/Aging
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Contact: 

Phone: 
Volunteer Opportunities | Burlington County, NJ - Official Website 

D&R Greenway Land Trust 

Purpose: Preserve and Care for Land and Inspire a Conservation Ethic, Now and Forever. 

Contact: 

Phone: 

D&R Greenway (drgreenway.org) 

Girl Scouts of USA 
Purpose: to build girls of courage, confidence and character, who make the world a better place. Through 

activities in science and technology, business and economic literacy, and outdoor and environmental awareness, 

Girl Scouting provides girls with opportunities for fun and friendship, while fostering the development of 

leadership skills and self-esteem. 

Contact: 

Phone: 
About Us | Girl Scouts 

Greening Youth Foundation 
Purpose: The Greening Youth Foundation’s (GYF) mission is to engage under-represented youth and young 

adults, while connecting them to the outdoors and careers in conservation. GYF’s cultural based environmental 

education programing engages children from local communities and exposes them to healthy lifestyle choices in 

order to create an overall healthy community. 

Contact: 

Phone: 
The Company (gyfoundation.org) 

Groundwork USA 
Purpose: The mission of the Groundwork USA network is to bring about the sustained regeneration, 

improvement, and management of the physical environment by developing community-based partnerships that 

empower people, businesses, and organizations to promote environmental, economic, and social well-being.  

Contact: 

Phone: 
Home - Groundwork USA 

The National Park Service Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance program (NPS-RTCA) 
Purpose: Supports locally-led conservation and outdoor recreation projects across the United States. NPS-RTCA 

assists communities and public land managers in developing or restoring parks, conservation areas, rivers, and 

wildlife habitats, as well as creating outdoor recreation opportunities and programs that engage future generations 

in the outdoors. NPS-RTCA does not provide financial assistance or monetary grants. As a collaborative partner, 

we provide professional services to help you achieve your conservation and outdoor recreation project vision.  

Contact: 

Phone: 
Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program (U.S. National Park Service) (nps.gov) 

https://www.co.burlington.nj.us/1443/Volunteer-Opportunities
https://drgreenway.org/
https://www.girlscouts.org/en/discover/about-us.html
https://gyfoundation.org/The-Company
https://groundworkusa.org/
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/rtca/index.htm
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Trust for Public Land 

Purpose: The outdoors are essential to our happiness, health, and well-being. Quality parks and green spaces are 

fundamental for sustaining equitable, resilient communities. Access to nature and the outdoors—close to home, in 

the cities and communities where people live—is a matter of health, equity, and justice. That’s why we work 

alongside communities across the country to create, protect, and steward the nature-rich places that are vital to 

human well-being. We’re driven by four commitments: equity, health, climate, and community. 

Contact: 

Phone: 
Trust for Public Land – Connecting Everyone to the Outdoors (tpl.org) 

US Fish and Wildlife Service Coastal Program 

Purpose: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) Coastal Program is a voluntary, community-based program 

that provides technical and financial assistance through cooperative agreements to coastal communities, 

conservation partners, and landowners to restore and protect fish and wildlife habitat on public and private lands. 

Contact: 

Phone: 
Department of the Interior – Fish and Wildlife Service 

YMCA 

Purpose: The YMCA is the leading nonprofit committed to strengthening individuals and communities across the 

country. At the Y, we’re here to help you find your “why” – your greater sense of purpose – by connecting you 

with opportunities to improve your health, support young people, make new friends and contribute to a stronger, 

more cohesive community for all. 

Contact: 

Phone: 
YMCA of the USA - A Leading Nonprofit Organization 

 

https://www.tpl.org/
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=336964
https://www.ymca.org/

