
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING  

APRIL 11, 2022 

 

 PRESENT: Mayor Stephen Benowitz 

  Deputy Mayor Eugene Fuzy  

Committeeman Eric Holliday 

Committeeman James Kostoplis 

 Committeewoman Aneka Miller 

 

 ABSENT: None 

 

Mayor Benowitz called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. The meeting was held in the Meeting 

Room/Courtroom at 1 Municipal Drive. 

Roll Call was taken by Township Clerk Carrington.   

Resolution 2022-4-11 entitled RESOLUTION TO MEET IN CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION 

moved by Committeewoman Miller and seconded by Committeeman Kostoplis. Voice Vote – Motion 

Carried. 

The closed executive session ended at approximately 7:04 PM via a motion made by Committeeman 

Kostoplis and seconded by Committeewoman Miller. Voice Vote – Motion Carried. 

At 7:30 PM, the Mayor led a salute to the flag and a moment of silence.  

Township Clerk Carrington read the following Open Public Meeting Announcement: 

This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meeting Act. Adequate and 

electronic notice of this meeting has been provided. The notice of the 2022 meeting schedule was 

sent to the Burlington County Times and The Times on January 12, 2022 and subsequently 

published by the Burlington County Times on January 17, 2022. The notice has been, and 

remains, posted on the Township website and the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building. A 

copy of the notice is also on file in the Township Clerk’s office to be made available to the public 

upon request. The proceedings of this public meeting are being electronically recorded. 

Resolution #2022-96 entitled RESOLUTION TO APPOINT A POLICE OFFICER FOR THE 

BORDENTOWN TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT was adopted by motion from 

Committeeman Holliday; seconded by Deputy Mayor Fuzy. Voice Vote – Motion Carried. 

Mayor Benowitz gave the oath of office to Roberto Sanchez Jr. as a new officer with the Bordentown 

Township Police Department. 

Correspondence:  None.  

Administrative Review:  Clerk Carrington stated that there were no changes to the agenda.  

Resolution #2022-97 entitled APPROVAL OF TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

was adopted by motion from Deputy Mayor Fuzy; seconded by Committeeman Kostoplis. The minutes 

are from the March 14, 2022 meeting. Roll Call Vote:   

AYE:   Committeeman Holliday, Committeeman Kostoplis, Committeewoman Miller, Deputy 

Mayor Fuzy, Mayor Benowitz 

NAY: None 
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Consent Agenda: 

Resolution #2022-98 RESOLUTION URGING THE SWIFT PASSAGE OF S-330/A3804 

WHICH SHALL RESTORE THE ENERGY TAX RECEIPTS TO 

MUNICIPALITIES 

Resolution #2022-99 RESOLUTION APPOINTING EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 

DEPARTMENT HEAD AND SUPERVISOR 

Resolution #2022-100 RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL FROM  

TUREK CONSULTING, LCC FOR TAX MAP MAINTENANCE 

Resolution #2022-101 RESOLUTION APPOINTNG A PROVISIONAL VIOLATIONS CLERK IN 

THE MUNICIPAL COURT OFFICE  

Resolution #2022-102 RESOLUTION TO APPOINT KAREN EVANS AS A FULL-TIME 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN (EMT) 

Resolution #2022-103 RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING AND SUPPORTING A GREEN TEAM 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Resolution #2022-104 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FEES 

Resolution #2022-105 APPROVING ROUTINE BUSINESS:  PAYMENT OF BILLS 

Committeewoman Miller made a motion to open the Consent Agenda items (Resolution #2022-98 

through 2022-105) for public comment; seconded by Committeeman Kostoplis. Voice Vote – Motion 

Carried. There was no public comment. Deputy Mayor Fuzy made a motion to close the Consent Agenda 

to public comment; seconded by Committeewoman Miller. Voice Vote – Motion Carried.  

Deputy Mayor Fuzy made a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda; seconded by Committeeman Holliday. 

Roll Call Vote: 

AYE:   Committeeman Holliday, Committeeman Kostoplis, Committeewoman Miller, Deputy 

Mayor Fuzy, Mayor Benowitz 

NAY: None 

Administrator Theokas introduced Rose Gyenge who was appointed as the new EMS supervisor.  

Ordinance #2022-07 entitled ORDINANCE ACCEPTING DEDICATION OF LANDS FROM 

FIRST INDUSTRIAL REALTY TRUST INC. 

Public Hearing:  Deputy Mayor Fuzy made a motion to open the public hearing on Ordinance #2022-07; 

seconded by Committeeman Kostoplis. Voice Vote – Motion Carried. There being no public comment, a 

motion was made by Committeeman Holliday to close the public hearing; seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Fuzy. Voice Vote – Motion Carried. 

Adoption: Committeeman Kostoplis made a motion to adopt Ordinance #2022-07; seconded by 

Committeewoman Miller. Roll Call Vote:  

AYE:   Committeeman Holliday, Committeeman Kostoplis, Committeewoman Miller, Deputy 

Mayor Fuzy, Mayor Benowitz 

NAY: None 

Ordinance #2022-07 was adopted.  
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Business:   

a. Location of New Municipal Complex. Mayor Benowitz provided the following background: In 

March of 2020 a public scoping hearing was held, a one-year moratorium followed. The 

Committee then created an ad hoc subcommittee for the purpose of evaluating site locations for a 

new municipal complex. After meeting several times and considering multiple sites, the 

subcommittee recommended the present location at 1 Municipal Drive along with adjacent 

property for the new municipal complex. A motion was made by Committeewoman Miller to 

accept the recommendation and build the new municipal complex at its present location and 

adjacent properties; seconded by Committeeman Kostoplis. Roll Call Vote: 

AYE:   Committeeman Holliday, Committeeman Kostoplis, Committeewoman Miller, Deputy 

Mayor Fuzy, Mayor Benowitz 

NAY: None 

 

A resolution will be on the April 25th agenda memorializing this motion. 

 

b. Presentation of 2022 Municipal Budget. Mike Cragin of Bowman & Company presented the 

financial status of the Township. The Township has experienced a shift where more of its 

valuation is generated by commercial property than residential thus shifting tax burden from 

residents to commercial entities. The use of the Fund Balance was discussed. Although a portion 

of the balance was used in 2018 to 2019 to defease debt, the balance continued to increase. This 

puts the Township in a good position, as planned, for the construction of the new municipal 

complex. In 2021, the Township took advantage of historically low interest rates which will 

stabilize debt and help with the next five-year plan. Tax Collection rates were also discussed. The 

2022 budget has been posted on the website and will be considered for adoption at the April 25th 

Township Committee meeting. 

 

c. 2022-2023 Business License Fees. In the past two years, the fee for business license was waived 

due to the pandemic. The Committee discussed a possible waiver for a final third year. 

Businesses would still need to supply all the paperwork to assure that all zoning, tax, and fire and 

safety requirements are met. A resolution waiving the business license fees will be placed on the 

next agenda. 

Administrator’s Report 

You may have noticed that the content of the April edition of the Banner e-newsletter was enhanced. It 

was clear from the Public Information Survey results that an increase in Banner content would be well-

received. A full report of the survey findings along with future goals should be ready to present at the next 

meeting.  

Our current trash collection contract ends at the end of the year and the bid package is being prepared. We 

expect to go out for bid by this summer. We hope that there will be more competition as we already are 

using the articulated arm for trash pick up and already have the containers; however, labor and fuel costs 

have increased. During the bid process, prices will be solicited to have trash collected twice a week in the 

summer.  

Administrator Theokas stated that he met with Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission. DVRPC 

assists the county with highway improvements. At the meeting, the improvements needed for several key 

intersections in the Township was emphasized. 
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Notice has been emailed to all Local Government Officials regarding the annual Financial Disclosure 

Statements to be filed by April 30, 2022. Please check your emails. Changes to email addresses or 

passwords can be handled in house. Contact Clerk Carrington for assistance or more information.   

Township Committee Liaison Reports 

Committeeman Holliday, Committeeman Kostoplis, Committeewoman Miller, Deputy Mayor Fuzy and 

Mayor Benowitz gave reports.  

Public Participation 

Deputy Mayor Fuzy made a motion to open the meeting for public participation; seconded by 

Committeewoman Miller. Voice Vote – Motion Carried. There was no public comment. 

Committeewoman Miller made a motion to close the meeting for public participation; seconded by 

Committeeman Kostoplis. Voice Vote – Motion Carried.  

Committeeman Kostoplis made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 PM; seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Fuzy. Voice Vote – Motion Carried. 

 

 

 

____________________________________________ 

MARIA CARRINGTON, RMC/CMR 

TOWNSHIP CLERK 

 



RESOLUTION 2022-4-11 

RESOLUTION TO MEET IN CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L. 1975, Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the 

public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and  

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown wishes to discuss: 

• Acquisition of Real Property (N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(5)) 

• Personnel (N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(8)) 

 

 WHEREAS, minutes of the closed session will be kept and not be made public until the above 

matters no longer require confidentiality. 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown that it does 

hereby exclude the public to meet in Closed Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the above 

matters. No formal action will be taken while in closed session.  

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #2022-96 

RESOLUTION TO APPOINT A POLICE OFFICER  

FOR THE BORDENTOWN TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown that, as 

recommended by the Chief of Police, the following candidate for a Police Officer, as listed by the Civil 

Service Commission Certification OL220002, dated January 4, 2022, is hereby appointed as a full-time 

Police Officer in the Police Department of the Township of Bordentown: 

Roberto Sanchez Jr. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said appointment shall be effective April 11, 2022 dependent 

upon the candidate successfully completing the pre-employment selection process; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that compensation for said appointment shall be at $45,289.00 in 

accordance with the collective bargaining agreement between the Township of Bordentown and the 

Bordentown Township Police Officer’s Association; and 

 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the appointment shall be subject to the Rules and Regulations 

of the New Jersey Civil Service Commission.  

 

 

 

 

  



RESOLUTION #2022-97 

APPROVAL OF TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown that the 

minutes of the following meeting: 

 

• Regular Meeting held on March 14, 2022 

 

as submitted by the Clerk, are hereby approved as ( _X____ submitted) ( _____ corrected). Closed 

session minutes are to be kept in the Clerk’s Office. Regular Meeting minutes are hereby authorized to be 

posted to the Municipal Bulletin Board and the website. 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-98 

RESOLUTION URGING THE SWIFT PASSAGE OF S330/A3804 WHICH SHALL 

RESTORE THE ENERGY TAX RECEIPTS TO MUNICIPALITIES 

 

 WHEREAS, taxes on gas and electric utilities were originally collected by the host municipalities 

to be used for local purposes and to compensate the public for the use of their rights of way; and 

 

 WHEREAS, when the State made itself the collection agent for these taxes, it promised to 

dedicate the proceeds to municipal property tax relief; since, just as municipalities collect property taxes 

for the benefit of school districts, counties, and other entities, the State is supposed to collect Energy 

Taxes for the benefit of municipal governments; and 

 

 WHEREAS, for years, though, State budget makers have diverted funding from Energy Taxes to 

fund State programs; and instead of being spent on local programs and services and used to offset 

property taxes, the money has been spent as successive Legislatures and Administrations have seen fit; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the diversion of dedicated energy tax receipts to the State’s General Fund further 

jeopardizes this critical property tax relief funding in future years; and 

 

 WHEREAS, by reducing Consolidated Municipal Property Tax Relief Act (CMPTRA), which is 

also comprised of revenues that should be returned to municipalities, State Budget makers have been able 

to continue collecting Energy Taxes, while keeping additional revenue that should have been returned to 

provide property tax relief; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the cumulative impact of years of underfunding has left many municipalities with 

serious needs and burdensome property taxes; and 

 

 WHEREAS, local elected officials are in the best position to decide the best use of these 

resources, which were always intended to fund local programs and services; and 

 



 WHEREAS, Senator Singleton and Senate President Scutari have introduced legislation (S330) 

that will restore, over a five-year period, Energy Tax Receipts to municipalities.  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bordentown in the County of Burlington urges the Legislature to swiftly pass this legislation and 

Governor Murphy sign the legislation prior to passage of the FY2023 State budget; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution is forwarded to Senator Singleton, 

Assemblyman Conaway, Assemblywoman Murphy, Senate President Scutari, Assembly Speaker 

Coughlin, Governor Murphy, and the League of Municipalities. 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #2022-99 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES  

DEPARTMENT HEAD AND SUPERVISOR 

WHEREAS, there is a need to hire a full-time Department Head and Supervisor for Emergency 

Medical Services due to an upcoming retirement; and 

WHEREAS, the position was advertised and qualified candidates were interviewed; and 

WHEREAS, Rosemarie Gyenge was determined to be the most qualified candidate to serve as the 

EMS Department Head and Supervisor; and  

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown wishes to appoint Ms. 

Gyenge to the position. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bordentown, County of Burlington, State of New Jersey that it does hereby appoint Rosemarie Gyenge to 

the position of EMS Department Head and Supervisor effective April 18, 2021; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that compensation for the position shall be set an annual rate of 

$62,500.00 in accordance with Ordinance No. 2022-04.  

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #2022-100 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL FROM  

TUREK CONSULTING, LCC FOR TAX MAP MAINTENANCE 

 WHEREAS, there is a need for the official tax map of the Township of Bordentown to be updated 

and revised; and 



 WHEREAS, Turek Consulting, LLC submitted a proposal dated April 5, 2022 to work under the 

direction of the Tax Assessor to begin the update and maintenance project of the official Tax Map; and  

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown has determined that 

Turek Consulting LLC will best fulfill the needs of the Township at a price not to exceed $10,000.00; and 

 WHEREAS, this is to certify to the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown that 

funds for this resolution are available as follows: 

BUDGET ACCOUNT  YEAR  COST   DETAIL 

2-01-20-150-220 2022 $10,000.00  Tax Map Update 

      

       ________________________  

       LAURIE FINGER 

       CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bordentown the Township Administrator is hereby authorized enter into a contract with Turek Consulting 

LLC of 712 E. Main Street, Suite 1A, Moorestown NJ 08057 for the 2022 Tax Map Update and 

Maintenance Project in an amount not to exceed $10,000.00. 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #2022-101 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING A PROVISIONAL  

VIOLATIONS CLERK IN THE MUNICIPAL COURT OFFICE 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has been determined that there is a need to appoint a full-

time Violations Clerk in the Municipal Court Office; and  

WHEREAS, Francine Houston has been selected as a qualified candidate for the position. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bordentown, County of Burlington, State of New Jersey, that it does hereby appoint Francine Houston to 

the provisional position of Violations Clerk on a full-time basis effective April 18, 2022 and that 

compensation shall be set at $18.00 per hour in accordance with Ordinance #2022-04. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said provisional appointment is in conjunction with the rules 

and regulations of the New Jersey Civil Service Commission. 

 

 

 

 

  



RESOLUTION #2022-102 

RESOLUTION TO APPOINT KAREN EVANS  

AS A FULL-TIME EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN (EMT) 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown determined that there is 

need to appoint a full-time Emergency Medical Technician (EMT); and 

 WHEREAS, Karen Evans meets all qualifications and has agreed to perform the duties of this 

position. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bordentown, County of Burlington, State of New Jersey, that it does hereby appoint Karen Evans as a 

full-time EMT effective April 11, 2022; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that compensation shall be set at $15.50 per hour in accordance 

with Ordinance #2022-04 and Resolution #2021-110. 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #2022-103 

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING AND SUPPORTING  

A GREEN TEAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown strives to save tax dollars, 

assure clean air and water, improve working and living environments to build a community that is 

sustainable economically, environmentally and socially; a community which would thrive well into the new 

century; and 

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown wishes to build a model of 

government which benefits our residents now and far into the future with green community initiatives which 

are easy to replicate and affordable to implement; and 

 WHEREAS, in an attempt to focus attention on “Green” issues, the Township Committee wishes 

to establish a Green Team Advisory Committee (GTA); and 

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown wants to begin the process 

of focusing on “Green” issues by starting with audits of municipality facilities and operations first; and 

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown annually appropriates funds 

in the municipal budget to help facilitate the goals of the GTA and the Environmental Commission; and 

 WHEREAS, solar power, changes to fleet purchasing and maintenance, water quality 

improvements, and operational changes will all be considered as the Township moves to do their share to 

lessen the environmental impact of its operations; 



 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bordentown, that we do hereby establish and support a Green Team Advisory Committee which 

membership shall consist of residents or employees of the Township of Bordentown, appointed annually; 

and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown that 

the Mission, Goals and Objectives for the GTA through December 31, 2022, are established as follows: 

MISSION 

The Bordentown Township Green Team Advisory Committee will advise the Township Committee on 

ways to improve municipal operations with “Green” initiatives which are economically and 

environmentally sound through research and evaluation. 

GOALS 

Submit a report and recommendations to the Township Committee by October 1, 2022, to include: 

1. An audit of municipal facilities 

2. An evaluation of municipal fleet vehicles 

3. A report of suggested best practices for “greener” municipal operations 

OBJECTIVES 

1. Collaborate with Township employees, service providers and other governmental agencies to share 

resource information and ideas consistent with the Mission of the GTA. 

2. Encourage participation of all employees to solicit ideas on green initiatives. 

3. Research and analyze green initiatives which make practical environmental and financial sense. 

4. Develop strategies for sustainable green initiatives in municipal operations. 

5. Support and promote all Township/Environmental Commission events 

6. Help the Environmental Commission with Sustainable Jersey actions.  

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown that 

the Green Team Advisory Committee shall be formulated through a sub-committee of the Environmental 

Commission with the supervision of either the Environmental Commission Chairperson or Vice-

Chairperson. 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #2022-104 

AUTHORIZING REFUND OF CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FEES 

WHEREAS, the Bordentown Township Construction Department has determined a payment for 

electrical permit fees for Block 81 Lot 9, known as 26 Greenwood Drive, in the amount of $179.00 made 

by the homeowner Darlene de la Cruz; and 



WHEREAS, Darlene de la Cruz has requested a refund as she is no longer proceeding with the permitted 

work and is thus entitled to a full refund of $179.00. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bordentown, in the County of Burlington, State of New Jersey, that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby 

authorized and directed to make payment to Darlene de la Cruz at 26 Greenwood Drive Bordentown, NJ 

08505 for the full amount of permit fees paid on September 29, 2020.   

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #2022-105 

APPROVING ROUTINE BUSINESS: 

PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown that all of the 

bills listed to be paid on the list dated April 11, 2022, as submitted by the Office of Treasurer are hereby 

approved for payment and the Office of the Treasurer is directed to pay the same.  
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2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Available Fund Balance $1,993,379.77 $2,906,597.32 $4,677,943.81 $5,287,763.33 $6,092,364.28

Utilized in Subsequent Budget $1,215,000.00 $2,185,000.00 $2,158,060.00 $875,000.00 $2,788,000.00

Percentage Utilized 61% 75% 46% 17% 46%
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