
 

 

TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

July 18, 2022 / 7:30 PM 

Meeting Room/Court Room, Municipal Building, 1 Municipal Drive 

 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

 PRESENT ABSENT 

 _________ ________ Mayor Benowitz 

 _________ ________ Deputy Mayor Fuzy 

 _________ ________ Committeeman Holliday 

 _________ ________ Committeeman Kostoplis 

 _________ ________ Committeewoman Miller 

2. Salute to the Flag and Moment of Silence 

3. Open Public Meeting Announcement  

This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meeting Act. Adequate and 

electronic notice of this meeting has been provided. The notice of the 2022 meeting schedule was 

sent to the Burlington County Times and The Times on January 12, 2022 and subsequently 

published by the Burlington County Times on January 17, 2022. The notice has been, and 

remains, posted on the Township website and the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building. A 

copy of the notice is also on file in the Township Clerk’s office to be made available to the public 

upon request. The proceedings of this public meeting are being electronically recorded.  

4. MAYORAL PROCLAMATIONS:  

5. JOINT INSURANCE FUND PRESENTATION by Burlco JIF Executive Director Paul Forlenza 

and Consideration of Resolution #2022-179 entitled RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE 

EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT RENEWING MEMBERSHIP IN THE BURLINGTON 

COUNTY MUNICIPAL JOINT INSURANCE FUND 

6. Correspondence:  None 

7. Administrative Review of Agenda 

8. Resolution #2022-180 entitled APPROVAL OF TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES (Minutes are from the June 13, 2022 meeting)  

9. Resolution #2022-181 entitled APPROVAL OF TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES (Minutes are from the June 27, 2022 meeting) 

10. DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 

a. Township Committee review and discussion of Consent Agenda Items.  

b. Public comment on Consent Agenda items. 

11. CONSENT AGENDA: Motion, Second and Roll Call to adopt Resolutions #2022-182 to 193 

Resolution #2022-182 RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SUBMITTAL OF A GRANT 

APPLICATION FOR A NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION (NJDOT) FY 2023 MUNICIPAL AID 
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GRANT FOR PHASE 2 OF THE WILLIAMSBURG 

DRIVE/HOLLOWAY LANE RESURFACING PROJECT 

Resolution #2022-183 RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SUBMITTAL OF A SAFE 

STREETS TO TRANSIT GRANT APPLICATION FOR ACCESS 

IMPROVEMENTS TO ADIRONDACK ROAD/RISING SUN 

MEADOWS 

Resolution #2022-184 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN ACCEPTING THE 

RESIGNATION OF SHANNON WORBETZ 

Resolution #2022-185 REFUND OF ESCROW BALANCE FOR DEVELOPMENT 

APPLICATION 

Resolution #2022-186 RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE FOR 

TEMPORARY CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY 

LBA RVI-COMPANY XXXI, LLC / BLOCK:  137.02 LOT: 6 

Resolution #2022-187 RESOLUTION TO APPOINT LABORERS FOR THE 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

Resolution #2022-188 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TAX COLLECTOR  

TO PARTICIPATE IN AN ELECTRONIC TAX SALE  

Resolution #2022-189 RESOLUTION EASTABLISHING AND AUTHORIZING A TAX 

SALE NOTICE FEE TO CONDUCT AN ELECTRONIC TAX 

SALE 

Resolution #2022-190 RENEWAL OF LIQUOR LICENSE FOR THE 2022-2023 TERM 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH A SPECIAL RULING TO PERMIT THE 

RENEWAL OF AN INACTIVE LICENSE  

PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 33:1-12.39 

Resolution #2022-191  

 

Resolution #2022-192 APPROVING ROUTINE BUSINESS:  ACCEPTANCE OF 

MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORTS FOR JUNE 2022 

Resolution #2022-193 APPROVING ROUTINE BUSINESS:  PAYMENT OF BILLS 

12. Resolution #2022-194 entitled RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN, IN 

THE COUNTY OF BURLINGTON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ENDORSING AN 

APPLICATION TO BE MADE TO THE NEW JERSEY CANNABIS REGULATORY 

COMMISSION BY CURALEAF NJ, INC. SEEKING TO OBTAIN A CLASS 5 CANNABIS 

RETAIL LICENSE AS AN EXPANDED ALTERNATIVE TREATMENT CENTER 

LOCATED 191 ROUTE 130 NORTH, BLOCK 63 LOT 4.03 

13. Ordinance #2022-16 entitled ORDINANCE REPLACING CHAPTER 8.29 OF THE 

BORDENTOWN TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED “MAINTENANCE OF 

VACANT, ABANDONED AND FORECLOSURE PROPERTIES” WITH CHAPTER 8.29 

ENTITLED “REGISTRATION AND MAINTENANCE OF VACANT, ABANDONED, AND 

PROPERTIES SUBJECT TO FORECLOSURE PROCEEDINGS”  

a. Public Hearing 
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b. Consideration of Adoption 

14. Introduction of Ordinance #2022-17 entitled AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 8 OF 

THE BORDENTOWN TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL CODE WITH THE CREATION OF 

SECTION 8.92 ENTITLED “TREE REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT” (Public Hearing will 

be held on August 15, 2022.) 

15. Business:  2021 Audit and consideration of Resolution #2022-195 entitled ACKNOWLEDGING 

RECEIPT AND CERTIFICATION OF THE 2021 ANNUAL AUDIT 

16. Administrator’s Report  

17. Township Committee Liaison Reports  

18. Public Participation:  Questions, comments or statements from members of the public  

19. Motion to Adjourn – Next Regular Meeting is scheduled for August 15, 2022. 

ALL LEGISLATION LISTED ABOVE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE  

UNTIL IT IS OFFICIALLY ADOPTED BY THE GOVERNING BODY. 
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TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 

RESOLUTION #2022-179 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT RENEWING MEMBERSHIP IN 

THE BURLINGTON COUNTY MUNICIPAL JOINT INSURANCE FUND 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown (hereinafter the “MUNICIPALITY”) 

is a member of the Burlington County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund (hereinafter the "FUND"); and 

WHEREAS, the MUNICIPALITY’S membership terminates as of January 1, 2023 unless earlier renewed by 

a Contract between the MUNICIPALITY and the FUND; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 (1) (m) provides that a Contract which exceeds the bid threshold may be 

negotiated and awarded by the governing body without public advertising for bids and bidding therefor, if the 

subject matter is for the purchase of insurance coverage and consultant services, provided that the award is in 

accordance with the requirements for extraordinary unspecifiable services; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1(b) provides that the MUNICIPALITY shall make a documented effort to 

secure competitive quotations; however, a Contract may be awarded upon a determination, in writing, that the 

solicitation of competitive quotations is impracticable; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:34-2.3, a designated official of the MUNICIPALITY, has filed a 

certificate with the governing body describing in detail, as set forth below in this Resolution, why this 

Contract meets the provisions of the statutes and the regulations and why the solicitation of competitive 

quotations is impracticable; and 

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the purchase of insurance coverage and insurance consultant 

services by the MUNICIPALITY requires a unique knowledge and understanding of municipal exposures 

and risks associated with the operation of a municipal entity, and many insurance professionals are not 

qualified to assess these risks and exposures based upon their inherent complexity; and 

WHEREAS, insurance coverage for municipal entities can vary greatly in the type, limits, and exceptions to 

coverage, and therefore particularized expertise in determining and obtaining the appropriate coverage is 

required to protect the MUNICIPALITY; and 

WHEREAS, it is the goal of the MUNICIPALITY to obtain a single integrated program to provide all types 

of insurance coverage with a plan to limit the MUNICIPALITIES exposure; and  

WHEREAS, the FUND has provided comprehensive insurance coverage to member municipalities since 

1991; and 

WHEREAS, since 1991, the Fund has continually refined all of the types of coverage that it provides to its 

members so that it offers comprehensive insurance coverage and limits to all members that is unique and 

cannot be purchased from a single entity in the commercial insurance market; and 

WHEREAS, the FUND has also developed and made available to its members Safety, Risk Management, 

and Litigation Management programs that address the specific exposures and risks associated with municipal 

entities; and 

WHEREAS, the FUND provides the MUNICIPALITY with Fund Administration, Claims Review, Claims 

Processing, Claims Administration, Actuarial, and Legal services; and 

WHEREAS, the FUND is one of the most financially sound Municipal Joint Insurance Funds in New Jersey, 

and the FUND operates with strong fiscal controls, member oversight, and meets all of the requirements 

promulgated by the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs and the Department of Banking and 

Insurance; and 
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WHEREAS, as an existing member of the FUND, the MUNICIPALITY would be renewing its membership 

in an organization with experienced and dedicated FUND Professionals who provide specialized services to 

the members; and 

WHEREAS, the membership of the FUND includes many neighboring municipalities that have uniquely 

similar exposures to the MUNICIPALITY, and with whom the MUNICIPALITY has existing inter-local 

arrangements; and 

WHEREAS, all of the aforementioned factors categorize the award of this Contract as an “extraordinary, 

unspecifiable service” that cannot be duplicated, accounted for, accurately detailed, or described in a manner 

that truly depicts the value of the MUNICIPALITY’S membership in the FUND; and 

WHEREAS, for all of the aforementioned reasons, it is impracticable for the MUNICIPALITY to seek 

competitive quotations for a Contract to provide the procurement of insurance coverage and consultant 

services; and 

WHEREAS, the FUND has been organized pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:10-36 et seq., and as such is an agency 

of the municipalities that created it; and  

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2) also provides that a Contract which exceeds the bid threshold may be 

negotiated and awarded by the governing body without public advertising for bids and bidding therefor, if the 

Contract is entered into with a municipality or any board, body, officer, agency or authority thereof; and 

WHEREAS, the FUND meets the definition of an agency as set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2); and 

WHEREAS, for all of the aforementioned reasons, the MUNICIPALITY desires to enter into a Contract to 

renew its membership with the FUND for a period of three (3) years, for insurance coverage and consultant 

services, as an exception to the public bidding requirements of the Local Public Contracts Law. 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the governing body of the MUNICIPALITY as follows: 

1. The MUNICIPALITY agrees to renew its membership in the FUND and to be subject to the 

Bylaws, Rules and Regulations, coverages, and operating procedures thereof as presently existing 

or as modified from time to time by lawful act of the FUND. 

2. The Mayor and Clerk of the MUNICIPALITY shall be and hereby are authorized to execute the 

"Contract to Renew Membership" annexed hereto and made a part hereof and to deliver same to the 

FUND evidencing the MUNICIPALITY’S renewal of its membership. 

3.      In accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:34-2.3, the certificate of a designated official of the 

MUNICIPALITY, which details why the solicitation of competitive quotations is impracticable, is 

attached hereto and made a part of this Resolution. 

4.         The Clerk of the MUNICIPALITY is authorized and directed to place a notice of the adoption of this 

Resolution and the award of this Contract in the official newspaper of the MUNICIPALITY. 

This Resolution agreed to this 18th day of July, 2022, by a vote of:  

    Affirmative     Negative    Abstentions 

 

  

  Maria Carrington, Township Clerk 
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TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 

RESOLUTION #2022-180 

APPROVAL OF TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown that the 

minutes of the following meeting: 

 

• Closed Executive Session Minutes from June 13, 2022 

• Public Portion of Regular Meeting held on June 13, 2022 

 

as submitted by the Clerk, are hereby approved as ( _____ submitted) ( _____ corrected). Closed session 

minutes are to be kept in the Clerk’s Office. Regular Meeting minutes are hereby authorized to be posted 

to the Municipal Bulletin Board and the website. 
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TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 

RESOLUTION #2022-181 

APPROVAL OF TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown that the 

minutes of the following meeting: 

 

• Public Portion of Regular Meeting held on June 27, 2022 

 

as submitted by the Clerk, are hereby approved as ( _____ submitted) ( _____ corrected). Closed session 

minutes are to be kept in the Clerk’s Office. Regular Meeting minutes are hereby authorized to be posted 

to the Municipal Bulletin Board and the website. 
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TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 

RESOLUTION #2022-182             

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SUBMITTAL OF A GRANT APPLICATION FOR A NEW 

JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (NJDOT) FY 2023 MUNICIPAL AID GRANT 

FOR PHASE 2 OF THE WILLIAMSBURG DRIVE/HOLLOWAY LANE RESURFACING PROJECT 

 

 WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has announced the grant solicitation period for Fiscal Year 

2023 NJ Department of Transportation (NJDOT) Municipal Aid; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee believes it is in the best interest of the Township to pursue 

the award of grant to advance road, bridge, safety and quality-of-life improvements. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown formally 

approves the submittal of a Fiscal Year 2023 Department of Transportation Municipal Aid grant 

application for the Phase 2 of the resurfacing of Williamsburg Drive/Holloway Lane. 

 

 BE IF FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Clerk and hereby authorized to 

submit an electronic grant application identified as “MA-2023-Williamsburg/Holloway Resurfacing 

Project, Phase 2” with the Project Number MA-2023-Bordentown Township-00629 to the New Jersey 

Department of Transportation on behalf of Bordentown Township for work resurfacing Williamsburg 

Drive/Holloway Lane (from County Route 526/Crosswicks Road to County Route 545/Georgetown 

Road). 
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TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 

RESOLUTION #2022-183             

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SUBMITTAL OF A SAFE STREETS TO TRANSIT GRANT 

APPLICATION FOR ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS TO ADIRONDACK ROAD/RISING SUN 

MEADOWS  

 

 WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) has announced the 

grant solicitation period for Fiscal Year 2023 State Aid programs; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the intent of the NJDOT program entitled Safe Streets to Transit is to encourage 

counties and municipalities to construct safe and accessible pedestrian linkages to transit facilities in order 

to promote increased transit usage; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee believes it is in the best interest of the Township to pursue 

the award of a grant to increase pedestrian access to transit. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown formally 

approves the submittal of a Fiscal Year 2023 NJDOT Safe Streets to Transit grant application for the 

construction of a concreate sidewalk and ADA accessible ramps between Adirondack Road and the 

southern end of Rising Sun Meadows. 

 

 BE IF FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Clerk and hereby authorized to 

submit an electronic grant application identified as “SST-2023-Adirondack Road/Rising Sun Meadows 

Access Improvements” with the Project Number of SST-2023-Bordentown Township. 
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TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 

RESOLUTION #2022-184           

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 

ACCEPTING THE RESIGNATION OF SHANNON WORBETZ 

 

 WHEREAS, Shannon Worbetz (formerly Lightbody) who has served as a full-time Keyboard 

Clerk in the Department of Construction, UCC and Inspections since March 8, 2021 resigned in writing 

on July 11, 2022 effective July 31, 2022; and  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bordentown, County of Burlington, State of New Jersey, that it does hereby accept the resignation of 

Mrs. Worbetz’s employment with the Township; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Committee recognizes that Mrs. Worbetz 

resigns in good standing and hereby thanks Mrs. Worbetz for her service on behalf of the Township of 

Bordentown wishing her much happiness and success in the future.  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown that 

the above employment cessation is in accordance with and under the regulations of the New Jersey State 

Civil Service Commission. 
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TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-185 
 

REFUND OF ESCROW BALANCE FOR DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION  

 
 WHEREAS, there exists an unused balance in the following Planning escrow account: 

Applicant Project Account No. Amount 

Eugene Epstein 
1238 Wrightstown Rd. 
Newtown, PA  18940 
 

ZB-2018-02 
 

#987100 $207.92 

 And, WHEREAS, the Director of Community Development has certified that the 

application and project is complete and that the current amount on the most up to date bank 

statements is to be refunded to the applicant after deducting any outstanding invoices which shall be 

paid upon closure of the account; and 

 WHEREAS, the Director of Community Development recommends full release of the 

funds, in the amount of $207.92, to be returned to the applicant, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

40:55D-53.2., and  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Bordentown, in the County of Burlington and State of New Jersey, that: 

1. For the aforementioned reasons, the release of $207.92 of the escrow deposits, in 

accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:55D-53.1, is hereby approved;  

2. The Chief Financial Officer is directed to make payment to the aforesaid applicant; and  

3. The Township Clerk is directed to forward a copy of this resolution to the applicant.  
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TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 
 

RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE FOR TEMPORARY 
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY 

 

LBA RVI-Company XXXI, LLC  
BLOCK:  137.02 LOT: 6 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-186 
 

 WHEREAS, LBA RVI-Company XXXI, LLC is the developer of a certain property within the 

Township of Bordentown and has been granted preliminary approval and final approval of development 

plans for the above captioned block and lot subject to certain terms and conditions, including, but not 

limited to, the filing of a temporary certificate occupancy guaranteeing the satisfactory installation of 

certain site improvements; and 

 WHEREAS, LBA RVI-Company XXXI, LLC, provided a $48,960.00 temporary certificate 

occupancy guarantee in the form of a Cash/LOC Deposit the amount of $4,896.00 and a bond in the 

amount of $44,064.00; and  

WHEREAS, LBA RVI-Company XXXI, LLC, has notified the Township in writing and in 

accordance with the procedures set forth in the Municipal Land Use Law (MLUL), N.J.S.A. 40:55D-53d, 

that the required improvements have been completed which are the subject matter of the aforementioned 

guarantee, and has requested a release of said Temporary Certificate of Occupancy guarantee; and 

 WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has inspected all the improvements of which notice has been 

given and recommends herein that the Township Committee approve the release of the temporary 

certificate of occupancy guarantee; and 

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee has reviewed said request and desires to act favorably with 

respect to the Township Engineer’s recommendations in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:55D-53d. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bordentown, in the County of Burlington and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. That the Township Committee, for the aforementioned reasons, hereby approves release of 

the guarantee for a Temporary Certificate of Occupancy in the amount of $48,960.00 with the 

following conditions: 

a. The release of the guarantee is conditioned upon payment of any outstanding negative 

balance in the inspection escrow account. 
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b. The applicant shall post a 2-year maintenance guarantee in the amount of $26,037.75 as 

reflected in the June 28, 2022 Engineer’s Cost Estimate provided by Turek Consulting, 

LLC.  

2. The Township Clerk shall forward a certified copy of this resolution to: LBA Logistics, 78 

John Miller Way, Suite 400, Kearny, NJ 07032 Attn: Gabe Sasso. 
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TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 

RESOLUTION #2022-187               

RESOLUTION TO APPOINT LABORERS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee has determined that there is a need for additional staff for 

the Department Public Works; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee, upon recommendation by the Public Works Director and 

the Township Administrator, has concluded that the following individuals are qualified to fill the position 

of Laborer: 

 

Timothy Hager 

Dylan Smith 

Keith Trout 

 

 WHEREAS, the necessary and appropriate background investigations have been conducted and 

all the candidates have met the qualifications necessary to fill the position of Laborer; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bordentown that it hereby appoints the above-named individuals as Public Works Laborers at $17.00 per 

hour for a six-month probationary period and that after successfully completing the probationary period, 

the individuals shall advance to Step 1 of the existing Township – AFSCME Local 3827-D collective 

bargaining agreement ($18 per hour); and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the effective dates shall be July 25, 2022 for Keith Trout 

and August 1, 2022 for Timothy Hager and Dylan Smith; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment is in accordance with and subject to the 

New Jersey Civil Service Commission rules and regulations. 
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TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 

RESOLUTION #2022-188 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TAX COLLECTOR  

TO PARTICIPATE IN AN ELECTRONIC TAX SALE 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:5-19.1 authorizes electronic tax sales pursuant to rules and regulations 

promulgated by the Director of the Division of Government Services; and 

 

WHEREAS, an electronic tax sale is innovative and provides a greater pool of potential lien 

buyers, thus creating the environment for a more complete tax sale process; and 

 

WHEREAS, the municipality of the Township of Bordentown wishes to participate and hold in 

an electronic tax sale in 2022. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the municipality of the 

Township of Bordentown, New Jersey, that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to participate in an 

electronic tax sale and submit same to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services if 

necessary. 
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TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 

RESOLUTION #2022-189 

RESOLUTION EASTABLISHING AND AUTHORIZING A TAX SALE  

NOTICE FEE TO CONDUCT AN ELECTRONIC TAX SALE 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:5-19.1 authorizes electronic tax sales pursuant to rules and regulations 

to be promulgated by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services; and 

 WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-27 a copy of the tax sale notice shall be mailed to 

the property owner and to any others entitled to notice of foreclosure without a fee; and  

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:5-38 allows said municipality to collect a fee for all costs incurred by 

the municipality in holding the tax sale; and 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:5-26 authorizes that in lieu of any two publications, notice to the 

property owner and to any person or entity entitled to notice of foreclosure, may be given by regular or 

certified mail, the costs of which shall be added to the cost of the sale in addition to those provided if 

NJSA 54:5-38, not to exceed $25.00 for each notice.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bordentown that a fee of $25.00 per notice be established and is hereby authorized and directed to be 

charged for each notice of tax sale that is sent in conjunction with the 2022 electronic tax sale. 
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TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 

RESOLUTION #2022-190 

RENEWAL OF LIQUOR LICENSE FOR THE 2022-2023 TERM IN ACCORDANCE WITH A 

SPECIAL RULING TO PERMIT THE RENEWAL OF AN INACTIVE LICENSE  

PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 33:1-12.39 

 

WHEREAS, Liquor License Number 0304-33-005-007 has been inactive for more than two years 

requiring the licensee to petition the Director of the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control (“ABC”) of 

the New Jersey Office Department of Law and Public Safety for 12.39 relief as required by N.J.S.A. 33:1-

12.39; and 

 

WHEREAS, Trio’s Last Call LLC filed a Verified Petition with the Director of the Division of 

ABC requesting authorization for the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown, as the local 

issuing authority to consider a renewal application for inactive Plenary Retail Consumption (Hotel/Motel 

Exemption) License No. 0304-33-005-007 for the 2022-2023 license term pursuant to the provisions of 

N.J.S.A. 33:1-12.39; and 

 

WHEREAS, by letter dated July 13, 2022, Trio’s Last Call, LLC received a Special Ruling from 

the Director of the Division of ABC granting 12.39 relief allowing the Township of Bordentown as the 

issuing authority to consider granting the renewal application for the 2022-2023 license term; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Tax Clearance Certificate for renewal purposes has been received from the New 

Jersey Division of Taxation for Trio’s Last Call, LLC and is on file in the office of the Township Clerk; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee desires to approve the renewal of the license for the 2022-

2023 term. 

 

WHEREAS, as license 0304-33-005-007 is a “pocket license,” not sited at a premises, if the 

owner desired the license to become active at a premises, a full 12-page application transferring the 

license from “pocket” to a premise would need to be filed.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bordentown, County of Burlington, State of New Jersey, that the following inactive license be renewed 

for the 2021-2021 renewal period: 

   

  License #0304-33-0005-007   

  Trio’s Last Call, LLC 

  Pocket License 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be provided to the New Jersey 

Alcoholic Beverage Control. 
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TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 

RESOLUTION #2022-191 

APPROVING ROUTINE BUSINESS:  

ACCEPTANCE OF MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORTS FOR JUNE 2022 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee accepts the following financial reports for the 

month of June 2022 as submitted by the Township Officials have been received, provided to the 

Township Committee and filed with the Township Clerk: Finance, Tax Collector, Township Clerk, 

Community Development, Housing Construction and Municipal Court.  
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TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 

RESOLUTION #2022-192 

APPROVING ROUTINE BUSINESS: 

PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown that all of the 

bills listed to be paid on the list dated July 18, 2022, as submitted by the Office of Treasurer are hereby 

approved for payment and the Office of the Treasurer is directed to pay the same.  
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TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 

RESOLUTION 2022-193 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN, IN THE COUNTY OF BURLINGTON, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY ENDORSING AN APPLICATION TO BE MADE TO THE NEW JERSEY 

CANNABIS REGULATORY COMMISSION BY CURALEAF NJ, INC. SEEKING TO OBTAIN A 

CLASS 5 CANNABIS RETAIL LICENSE AS AN EXPANDED ALTERNATIVE TREATMENT 

CENTER LOCATED 191 ROUTE 130 NORTH, BLOCK 63 LOT 4.03 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township of Bordentown Planning Board (“Planning Board”) on October 8, 

2020 adopted a memorializing resolution (Resolution #P-2020-23) of approval permitting Curaleaf NJ, 

Inc. (“Curaleaf”) to operate a medical cannabis dispensary at the property located at 191 Route 130 North 

also known as Lot 4.03 in Block 63 as shown on the official tax map of the Township of Bordentown; and 

  

 WHEREAS, on June 28, 2021, the Township of Bordentown Committee adopted Ordinance 

#2021-8 prohibiting the operation of any class of recreational cannabis business within the geographical 

boundaries of the Township of Bordentown in accordance with the authority provided in the New Jersey 

Cannabis Regulatory, Enforcement Assistance, and Marketplace Modernization Act (“the Act”); and  

 

 WHEREAS, on March 28, 2022 the Township of Bordentown Committee adopted Ordinance 

2022-02 amending Chapter 25 of the Township Municipal Code and creating Chapter 26 entitled 

“Cannabis”, which continues the prohibition on the operation of any class of recreational cannabis 

business within the geographical boundaries of the Township of Bordentown except for any existing 

alternative treatment center/medical cannabis dispensary operating at the time of adoption; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Chapter 26 allows any existing alternative treatment center to seek a Class 5 retailer 

license subject to receiving amended preliminary and final site plan approval from the Township of 

Bordentown Planning Board; and   

 

 WHEREAS, Curaleaf made an application to the Planning Board on May 9, 2022 for preliminary 

and final site plan approval with a bulk variance and design waivers to operate an expanded alternative 

treatment center and obtain a Class 5 retailer license from the New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory 

Commission; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant received amended preliminary and final site plan approval with bulk 

variance and design waivers from the Planning Board at the regularly scheduled meeting on June 27, 

2022 and had a resolution (P-2022-20) adopted on July 14, 2022 memorializing the approval permitting 

the sale of adult use recreational cannabis at the existing medical cannabis dispensary; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Curaleaf has approached the Township requesting that the Township endorse 

Curaleaf’s application to the New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission to permit Curaleaf to obtain a 

Class 5 Retail Recreational Dispensary License to be site within the Township at 191 Route 130 North; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee recognizes that the sale of recreational cannabis in the 

Township of Bordentown at the current Curaleaf site located at 191 Route 130 North would be a 

permitted use under the Township’s zoning ordinance; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee wishes through this Resolution to endorse an application 

to be made by Curaleaf to the New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission for the issuance of a Class 5 

Retail Recreational Dispensary License. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bordentown, in the County of Burlington, State of New Jersey that: 

 

1. The Township of Bordentown hereby endorses an application to be made by Curaleaf NJ, Inc. to 

the New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission for the issuance of a Class 5 Retail 

Recreational Dispensary License to be sited at the property located at 191 Route 130 North in the 

Township of Bordentown; 

2. The Township’s endorsement of the Curaleaf application is subject to Curaleaf satisfying all of 

the conditions set forth in the Planning Board Resolution No. P-2022-20 which was memorialized 

by the Planning Board on July 14, 2022; 

3. The Township’s Mayor, the Township Administrator and the Township Clerk are hereby 

authorized to execute any and all documents necessary to further the Township’s endorsement of 

the Curaleaf application; 

4. Should any provision of this resolution be inconsistent with any other resolution, adopted by the 

Township, the revisions of this Resolution shall prevail. 

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

 I hereby certify that this foregoing Resolution is a true resolution, as adopted by the Committee of 

the Township of Bordentown on July 18, 2022. 

 

        Township of Bordentown 

Attest:        

       By: ________________________ 

              Stephen Benowitz, Mayor 

___________________________ 

Maria Santucci Carrington, RMC, CMR 

Township Clerk 
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TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN  

 

ORDINANCE No. 2022-16 

 

ORDINANCE REPLACING CHAPTER 8.29 OF THE BORDENTOWN TOWNSHIP 

MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED “MAINTENANCE OF VACANT, ABANDONED AND 

FORECLOSURE PROPERTIES” WITH CHAPTER 8.29 ENTITLED “REGISTRATION 

AND MAINTENANCE OF VACANT, ABANDONED, AND PROPERTIES SUBJECT TO 

FORECLOSURE PROCEEDINGS” 

 
 WHEREAS, on January 18, 2022, Governor Murphy signed into law P.L. 2021, c. 444, which 

established regulations for creditors who have initiated foreclosure proceedings on owners of commercial 

property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, properties in foreclosure proceedings can involve properties that are vacant and 

abandoned or have an increased risk of becoming vacant and abandoned during the foreclosure 

proceeding; and 

 

 WHEREAS, vacant and abandoned properties in foreclosure create a greater risk of blight and 

can create a wide range of problems for the communities in which they are located; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee recognizes the increased risk of blight created by 

properties in foreclosure and the deleterious effects such properties may have on the public health, safety 

and welfare, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee finds it to be appropriate at this time to adopt regulations 

which govern the registration of commercial and residential properties which are subject to foreclosure 

proceedings, which may become vacant and abandoned; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee has found it to be appropriate and within the interests of 

the public health, safety and welfare of the Township’s residents and members of the public who visit, or 

conduct business in the Township to implement the following, 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Township Committee of 

the Township of Bordentown, County of Burlington, State of New Jersey, that the Bordentown Township 

Municipal Code be amended as follows:  

 

Section 1. Section 8.29 of the Bordentown Township Municipal Code entitled “Maintenance of Vacant, 

Abandoned and Foreclosure Properties” is hereby replaced in its entirety as follows: 

 

 

Chapter 8.29  

“Registration and Maintenance of Vacant, Abandoned, and Properties Subject to Foreclosure 

Proceedings” 

 

8.29.010 Definitions 

 

For the purposes of this chapter the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 
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CREDITOR— State-chartered bank, savings bank, saving and loan association or credit union, any 

person required to be licensed under the provisions of the “New Jersey Residential Mortgage Lending 

Act,” sections 1 through 39 of P.L. 2009, c.53 (C.17:11C-51 through C.17:11C-89), and any entity acting 

on behalf of the creditor named in the debt obligation including, but not limited to, servicers. For the 

purposes of the chapter, a creditor shall not include the State, a political subdivision of the State, or a 

State, county, or local government entity, or their agent or assignee, such as the servicer. 

 

OWNER — The title holder, any agent of the title holder having authority to act with respect to a vacant 

property, any foreclosing entity subject to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 46:10B-51 (P.L. 2008, c.127, Sec. 

17), or any other entity determined by the Township of Bordentown to have authority to act with respect 

to the property. 

 

PUBLIC OFFICER— the Director of Community Development, or their designee.  

 

VACANT AND ABANDONED PROPERTY — shall mean a property not legally occupied by a 

mortgagor or tenant, which is in such condition that it cannot be legally reoccupied, because of the 

presence or finding of at least two of the following: 

a) overgrown or neglected vegetation; 

b) the accumulation of newspapers, circulars, flyers, or mail on the property; 

c) disconnected gas, electric, or water utility services to the property; 

d) the accumulation of hazardous, noxious, or unhealthy substances or materials on the property; 

e) the accumulation of junk, litter, trash, or debris on the property; 

f) the absence of window treatments such as blinds, curtains, or shutters; 

g) the absence of furnishings and personal items; 

h) statements of neighbors, delivery persons, or government employees indicating that the 

property is vacant and abandoned; 

i) windows or entrances to the property that are boarded up or closed off, or multiple window 

panes that are damaged, broken, and unrepaired; 

j) doors to the property that are smashed through, broken off, unhinged, or continuously 

unlocked; 

k) a risk to the health, safety, or welfare of the public or any adjoining or adjacent property owners 

due to acts of vandalism, loitering, criminal conduct, or the physical destruction or deterioration 

of the property; 

l) an uncorrected violation of a municipal building, housing, or similar code during the preceding 

year, or an order by municipal authorities declaring the property to be unfit for occupancy and 

to remain vacant and unoccupied; 

m) the mortgagee or other authorized party has secured or winterized the property due to the 

property being deemed vacant and unprotected or in danger of freezing; 

n) a written statement issued by a mortgagor expressing the clear intent of all mortgagors to 

abandon the property; or any other reasonable indicia of abandonment. 

 

8.29.020 Notice of summons and complaint in an action to foreclose; Creditor responsibility. 

 

A. Any creditor serving a summons and complaint in an action to foreclose on a mortgage on 

commercial or residential property within the Township of Bordentown shall, within 10 days of 

serving the summons and complaint, notify the Township Clerk, Township Administrator, and 

Director of Community Development. in accordance with this Chapter. The notice shall contain 

the full name, address, and telephone number for the representative of the creditor who is 

responsible for receiving complaints of property maintenance and code violations and the full 

name, address, telephone number and e-mail address for any person or entity retained by the 

creditor or a representative of the creditor to be responsible for any care, maintenance, security, or 
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upkeep of the property. The notice shall be provided by mail or electronic communication, at the 

discretion of the Township Clerk.  

 

B. In the event the creditor that has served a summons and complaint in an action to foreclose on 

a commercial or residential property is located out-of-State, the notice shall also contain the full 

name, address, telephone number and e-mail address of an in-State representative or agent who 

shall be responsible for the care, maintenance, security, and upkeep of the exterior of the property 

if it becomes vacant and abandoned. The municipal clerk shall forward a copy of the notice to the 

public officer or their designee who shall be responsible for the administration of the property 

maintenance code and the provisions of this chapter. The notice shall also include the street 

address, lot, and block number of the property. In the event that the property being foreclosed on 

is an affordable unit pursuant to the “Fair Housing Act,” P.L. 1985, c.222 (C.52:27D-301 et al.), 

then the creditor shall identify that the property is subject to the “Fair Housing Act.” 

 

C. If there is any change in the name, address, or telephone number for a representative, agent, or 

individual authorized to accept service on behalf of a creditor required to be provided in a notice 

pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, the creditor shall provide a notice to the Township clerk 

containing the updated name, address, telephone number, and e-mail address within 10 days of 

the change in that information. 

 

8.29.030 Creditor to provide comprehensive list of all properties subject to foreclosure proceedings. 

 

Within 30 days following the effective date of P.L. 2009, c.296 (C.2A:50-69 et al.) and P.L. 2021, c.444 

(C.40:48-2.12s1 et al.), any creditor that has initiated a foreclosure proceeding on any commercial or 

residential property that is pending in Superior Court shall provide to the Township clerk, a listing of all 

commercial and residential properties in the Township for which the creditor has actions pending by 

street address and lot and block number. The Township clerk shall forward a copy of the notice to the 

public officer or their designee who shall be responsible for the administration of the property 

maintenance code. 

 

8.29.040 Property Registration Statement; property inspection. 

 

A. Any creditor serving a summons and complaint in action to foreclose shall submit a property 

registration statement form with all applicable fees pursuant to Chapter 8.29.070 to the public 

officer. If the property subject to foreclosure proceedings becomes abandoned pursuant to the 

provisions of this Chapter, the creditor shall provide access to the Township to conduct an 

exterior and interior inspection of the building to determine compliance with the Township Code, 

following reasonable notice, during the period covered by the initial registration or any 

subsequent renewal.  

 

B. The registration statement shall include the name, street address, telephone number and e-mail 

address of a person 21 years of age or older, who shall be the representative of the creditor, out-

of-state creditor, or owner as an authorized agent for receiving notices of code violations and for 

receiving process, in any court proceeding or administrative enforcement proceeding, on behalf of 

such creditor in connection with the enforcement of any applicable code. This person must 

maintain an office in the State of New Jersey or reside within the State of New Jersey. The 

statement shall also include the name of the person responsible for maintaining and security the 

property, if different. An owner residing within the State shall have the ability to act as their own 

representative. 
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C. By designating an authorized agent under the provisions of this section, the creditor or owner 

consents to receive any and all notices of code violations concerning the registered vacant 

property and all process in any court proceeding or administrative enforcement proceeding 

brought to enforce code provisions concerning the registered building by service of the notice or 

process on the authorized agent. Any creditor or owner who has designated an authorized agent 

under the provisions of this section shall be deemed to consent to the continuation of the agent's 

designation for the purposes of this section until the owner notifies the public officer of a change 

of authorized agent or until the creditor or owner files a new annual registration statement. The 

designation of an authorized agent in no way releases the creditor or owner from any requirement 

of this section. 

 

8.29.050 Vacant or Abandoned Property. 

 

A. If the owner of a commercial or residential property vacates or abandons any property on which a 

foreclosure proceeding has been initiated or if a commercial or residential property 

becomes vacant at any point subsequent to the creditor's filing the summons and complaint in an 

action to foreclose on a mortgage against the subject property, but prior to vesting of title in the 

creditor or any other third party, and the exterior of the property is found to be a nuisance or in 

violation of any ordinance of the Township of Bordentown, the public officer or their designee, 

shall notify the creditor or the representative or agent of an out-of-State creditor, as applicable, 

which shall have the responsibility to abate the nuisance or correct the violation in the same manner 

and to the same extent as the title owner of the property, as required by the municipal code of the 

Township of Bordentown. The Township shall include a description of the conditions that gave rise 

to the violation with the notice of violation and shall provide a period of up to 30 days from the 

creditor's receipt of the notice, or within 10 days of receipt of the notice if the violation presents an 

imminent threat to the public health and safety, for the creditor to remedy the violation. If the 

creditor fails to remedy the violation within that time period, the Township may impose penalties 

allowed for the violation of municipal ordinances. 

 

B. Any creditor which has a pending summons and complaint in action to foreclose on a property 

that has become vacant and abandoned shall within 30 days thereof: 

 

1. Enclose and secure the building against unauthorized entry as provided in the applicable 

provisions of the Township Code, or as required by the Director of Community Development 

or the Construction Official, or as set forth in rules and regulations supplementing those 

codes; and 

 

2. Post a sign affixed to the building indicating the name, address and telephone number of the 

authorized agent who shall be responsible for receiving complaints of property maintenance 

and code violations and who shall be responsible for any care, maintenance, security or 

upkeep of the property. The sign shall be of a size and placed in such a location so as to be 

legible from the nearest public street or sidewalk, whichever is nearer, but shall be no smaller 

than 18 inches by 24 inches; and 

 

3. Secure the building from unauthorized entry and maintain the sign until the building is again 

legally occupied or demolished or until repair or rehabilitation of the building is complete 

 

8.29.060 Property Maintenance. 

 

Any creditor filing a summons and complaint in action to foreclose and any owner of vacant and 

abandoned property shall be responsible for the care, maintenance, security, and upkeep of the exterior of 
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the property if the property has been deemed vacant and abandoned at any time while the property is 

registered pursuant to this chapter. Failure to care for, maintain, secure and upkeep the exterior of the 

property shall result in enforcement actions pursuant to the enforcement procedures prescribed in Chapter 

8.28. 

 

8.29.070 Annual Registration Fees. 

 

A. Any creditor filing a summons and complaint in an action to foreclose shall, in addition to the 

notice provided to the municipality pursuant to section 17 of P.L. 2008, c. 127 (C.46:10B-51) or 

section 2 of P.L. 2021, c. 444 (C.40:48-2.12s2), shall pay an annual registration fee in the amount 

of $500. An additional registration fee in the amount of $1,500 shall be paid by the creditor if 

such property shall become vacant or abandoned pursuant to the definition in this ordinance when 

the summons and complaint in an action to foreclose is filed, or becomes vacant and abandoned 

pursuant to the definition in this ordinance at any time thereafter while the property is in 

foreclosure. 

 

B. Annual registration fees shall be paid within 10 days of the serving the summons and complaint 

in an action to foreclose or within 30 days of the property being deemed vacant or abandoned. 

 

C. Annual registration fees shall be valid for a period until December 31st of the calendar year in 

which it was paid except where a property is registered after September 1st. In such an instance 

the registration shall remain valid until December 31st of the subsequent calendar year. 

 

D. All annual registration fees for the subsequent year shall be paid by January 1st of the following 

year except as otherwise noted. 

 

Property Registration Fee Schedule 

Registration fee (Owner of vacant and abandoned 

property not subject to foreclosure proceedings) $500 

Registration fee (Creditor filing for foreclosure) $500 

Vacant or abandoned property registration $1,500 

 

8.29.080 Violations and Penalties. 

 

A. A creditor subject to the provisions of this ordinance found by the municipal court of the 

Township of Bordentown or by any other court of competent jurisdiction, to be in violation, 

excluding only a violation addressed in §8.29.080.B, of this ordinance shall be subject to a fine of 

$1,500 for each day of the violation. Any fines imposed pursuant to this section shall commence 

31 days following receipt of the notice of violation, except if the violation presents an imminent 

risk to public health and safety, in which case any fines shall commence 11 days following 

receipt of the notice. 

 

B. An out-of-state creditor subject to the provisions of this chapter found by the municipal court of 

the Township, or by any other court of competent jurisdiction, to be in violation of the 

requirement to appoint an in-State representative or agent pursuant to the ordinance shall be 

subject to a fine of $2,500 for each day of the violation. Any fines imposed on a creditor for the 

failure to appoint an in-State representative or agent shall commence on the day after the 10-day 

period set forth in paragraph (1) of subsection a. of section 17 of P.L.2008, c.127 (C.46:10B-51) 

or paragraph (1) of subsection a. of section 2 of P.L.2021, c.444 (C.40:48-2.12s2) for providing 
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notice to the Township clerk that a summons and complaint in an action to foreclose on a 

mortgage has been served. 

 

8.29.090 Compliance with other provisions. 

 

Nothing in this chapter and rules is intended to nor shall be read to conflict or prevent the Township from 

taking action against buildings found to be unfit for human habitations or unsafe structures as provided in 

applicable provisions of the Code of the Township of Bordentown, the Uniform Construction Code, or 

any other pertinent code which enforcement measures are vested with the Township. Further, any action 

taken under any such Code provision other than the demolition of a structure shall not relieve an owner 

from its obligations under this chapter. 

 

Section 2  Delete Section 8.30 Maintenance and Registration of Vacant Properties [Added 7-20-2015 by 

Ord. No. 2015-10]. Any references to this section in the remainder of the municipal code of the Township 

of Bordentown shall be deleted. 

 

Section 3.  Repealer.  Any and all ordinances inconsistent with the terms of this Ordinance are hereby 

repealed to the extent of any such inconsistencies.  

 

Section 4.  Severability.  In the event that any clause, section, paragraph or sentence of this Ordinance is 

deemed to be invalid or unenforceable to any reason, then the Township Committee hereby declares its 

intent that the balance of the Ordinance not affected by said invalidity shall remain in full force and effect 

to the extent that is allows the Township to meet the goals of the Ordinance. 

 

Section 5.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect upon proper passage in accordance with the 

law.  

 

INTRODUCED:  June 27, 2022  

ADOPTED:    
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TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-17 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 8 OF THE BORDENTOWN TOWNSHIP 

MUNICIPAL CODE WITH THE CREATION OF SECTION 8.92 ENTITLED “TREE 

REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT” 

WHEREAS, the Township of Bordentown’s municipal code (“the Township”) does not contain 

specific provisions regarding the removal of trees on individual lots or tracts of land in the Township, 

which are not part of an application before the Planning Board; and  

WHEREAS, it has come to the Township’s attention that there have been instances of 

indiscriminate, uncontrolled and excessive destruction, removal and cutting of trees on privately owned 

individual lots and tracts of land; and  

WHEREAS, the Township desires to amend the Township’s municipal code so as to add 

regulations regarding the removal of trees on privately owned individual lots and tracts of land; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee finds and determines that amending the Township’s 

municipal code as to establish regulations regulating the removal of trees on privately owned individual 

lots and tracts of land is required to promote and protect the public health, safety and general welfare of 

the residents of the Township and the public at large. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Committee of the Township of Bordentown, 

in the County of Burlington, State of New Jersey as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter 8 (Health and Safety) of the Municipal Code of the Township of Bordentown is 

hereby amended to include, Section 8.92 entitled “Tree Removal and Replacement” and Section 8.92.01 

through 8.92.16 are hereby created as follows:  

8.92.01 Intent 

The Township of Bordentown, having found that indiscriminate, uncontrolled and excessive destruction, 

removal and clear cutting of trees upon lots and tracts of land may result in increased drainage control 

costs, increased soil erosion and sedimentation, decreased fertility of the soil, degradation of water 

resources, decreased groundwater recharge, increased buildup of atmospheric carbon and increased dust 

resulting in decreased property values, all of which negatively affect the character of the Township or 

Bordentown.  

The Township of Bordentown realizing that the removal of trees adversely affects the health, safety and 

general welfare of our residents, desires to regulate and control indiscriminate and excessive cutting of 

trees by preserving the maximum possible number of trees in the course of development of a site, 

ensuring that the health of trees preserved on a site is maintained throughout the development process, 

protecting larger, older specimens of trees and encouraging innovative design and grading to promote the 

preservation of existing trees. It is recognized that there is a strong relationship between the integrity of 

the Township of Bordentown and the region's water resources, tree removal, soil disturbance, stormwater 



 

 

management and the general use of land resources. Therefore, the appropriate management of these 

resources is an important health, safety and general welfare concern. 

8.92.02 Regulation of Trees 

No tree with a DBH (diameter at breast height) of eight-inches or greater (a “Regulated Tree”) shall be 

removed from any lands in the Township of Bordentown without a tree removal permit unless: 1) meeting 

the criteria of Section 8.92.04 of this chapter; or 2) where the proposed tree removal is part of an 

application to the Planning Board for approval of a major subdivision, minor subdivision or site plan. 

Such applications shall adhere to the standards set forth in Section 25.506 of the land development 

ordinance. Any residential, commercial, business or industrial lot owner or lease/renter wishing to remove 

Regulated Trees must comply with the provisions of this chapter.  

8.92.03 Definitions 

Administrative Officer—shall mean the Director of Community Development, Zoning Officer, Township 

Administrator, or their designee. 

Board – the Planning Board.  

Caliper – shall mean the standard measure of tree size for trees to be newly planted. The measurement is 

taken six inches above the ground for trees four inches in diameter or less and twelve (12) inches above 

the ground for trees over four inches in diameter.  

Clear cutting – shall mean the removal of all standing trees on a lot or a portion of a lot.  

Diameter at breast height – also known as “DBH” shall mean the diameter of a tree measured in the 

following: 

a) For single trunked shade trees, at a point four and one-half feet above the ground level 

b) For single trunked ornamental trees, at a point 12 inches above ground level 

c) For evergreen trees, at a point 12 inches above ground level 

d) For multi-trunked trees that branch between one and 4-1/2 feet above ground level, at a point just 

below the split 

e) For multi-trunked trees that branch below one foot above grade, the diameter shall be 60% of the 

sum of all trunks measured at a point 4-1/2 feet above ground level 

Disturbance Zone – shall mean that portion of a lot covered by existing or proposed buildings, structures, 

or improvements and within a certain distance around them as noted below: 

a) House or building: 15 feet (around all sides) 

b) Detached garage: eight feet 

c) Pool: 12 feet 

d) Driveway/Sidewalk: five feet 

e) Septic fields: 10 feet 



 

 

f) Underground Utility: ten feet 

g) Paved parking/drive aisle: five feet 

h) Shed: five feet 

i) Patio/Deck: eight feet 

j) Improvement (other): five feet 

Drip line – shall mean a limiting line established by a series of perpendicular drop points marking the 

maximum radius of the crown of an existing tree, , whichever is greater; and within which no construction 

or disturbance shall occur.  

Replacement tree – shall mean a nursery-grown certified tree, properly balled, marked with a durable 

label indicating genus, species and cultivar, and satisfying the standards established for nursery stock and 

installation thereof, set forth by the American Association of Nurseryman.  

Serious damage— shall mean damage inflicted to the root system by machinery, storage of materials, and 

soil compaction; changing the natural grade above or below the root system and around the trunk; damage 

inflicted on the tree permitting fungus infection or pest infestation; excessive pruning; excessive thinning; 

paving with concrete, asphalt, or other impervious material within proximity as to be harmful to the tree, 

to be determined by Township Professional. 

Silviculture – shall mean the management of any wooded tract of land to insure its continued survival and 

welfare, whether for commercial or noncommercial purposes, pursuant to a plan approved by the New 

Jersey Bureau of Forestry.  

Thinning – shall mean the removal of undesirable, competitive, diseased or damaged trees so as to 

cultivate and improve the development of remaining trees on the lot.  

Tree – shall mean any self-supporting woody plant which reaches a typical mature height of twelve (12) 

feet or more at maturity and has a typical DBH of four inches or greater.  

Tree canopy – shall mean the top layer or crown of mature trees, and includes the upper layer or habitat 

zone of the tree.  

Tree-Protection Zone – shall mean that portion of a lot outside of the Disturbance zone. 

Tree Removal – shall mean the cutting down of a tree, the transplanting of a tree to a site other than that 

under development, or the infliction of damage to a tree that is of such severity as to show evidence 

within a period of two years of irreparable harm leading to the ultimate death of a tree.   

8.92.04 Exemptions 

The following shall be exempt from this chapter:  

A. Commercial nurseries and fruit orchards.  

B. Christmas tree farms.  



 

 

C. Residential lots that are less than two times the minimum required lot size where removal is no 

more than three trees with an eight-inch DBH or less in any two-year period.  

D. Residential lots that are greater than two times the required lot size where the proposed tree 

removal is for no more than six trees with an eight-inch DBH or less in any two-year period.  

E. Any tree which is part of a cemetery.  

F. Trees directed to be removed by municipal, county, state or federal authority.  

G. Removal of trees which are dead, dying or diseased, or trees which have suffered storm damage, 

or any tree whose angle of growth makes them a hazard to structures, roads, or human life.  

H. Removal of trees which appear to cause structural damage to buildings, foundations or 

infrastructure.  

I. Any tree growing on or over a public right-of-way or public land to be removed by or at the 

direction of the Township. No tree, including street trees, shall be removed from public land or in 

a public right-of-way without Township consent.  

J. Pruning or removal of trees within the right-or-way by utility companies for maintenance of 

utility wires or pipelines and the pruning of trees within sight easements. 

K. Township exempt for capital improvement and/or general maintenance  

8.92.05 Tree Removal Requirements for Major and Minor Subdivisions and Site Plans 

Each application to the planning board for approval of a major or minor subdivision or a site plan that 

requires the removal of trees shall comply with the standards set for in Chapter 25.506 of the Land 

Development ordinance.    

8.92.06 Tree Removal Permit Application Requirements 

A. Application Form. The application form shall be available from the administrative officer and 

shall include the following information:  

1. Name and address (street and lot and block) of the owner of the premises and status of legal 

entity (individual, partnership, corporation of this or any other state, etc.);  

2. Description of the premises where removal is to take place, including lot and block numbers, 

and street address as assigned;  

3. A list of all trees to be removed with a DBH equal to or greater than eight (8) inches 

identified by size and species, including the total number of each species to be removed;  

4. Purpose of tree removal (construction, building addition, street or roadway, driveway, utility 

easement, recreation area, patio, parking lot, etc.);  

5. A tree protection management plan which shows the following information on the plan: 



 

 

a. The location of all existing live trees, with a DBH of eight inches or greater in 

accordance with the definition provided in this chapter. Each tree shall be noted by its 

species, size, and general health condition, as feasibly possible. 

b. Location of all existing or proposed buildings, driveways, grading, septic fields, 

easements, underground utility lines, rights-of-way, and other improvements. 

c. Limits of the tree-protection zone. 

d. Each tree, or mass of trees, with a DBH of eight (8) inches or greater to be removed 

or transplanted shall be clearly marked. 

e. A chart tabulating the diameter inches to be removed, and the required compensatory 

replacement trees. 

f. Such other information as may be deemed necessary in order to effectively process 

and decide such application.   

8.92.07 Compensatory Tree Replacement and Reforestation 

A. The compensatory replacement of trees shall occur as prescribed in the following table: 

 

Caliper of Existing Tree Removed  No. of Replacement Trees (3-3 ½ ″ caliper)  

8 to 17 inches in DBH 1 to 1 replacement ratio 

18 to 30 inches in DBH 2 to 1 replacement ratio 

31 inches or greater in DBH 3 to 1 replacement ratio 

 

B. Compensatory replacement trees shall be 3 to 3 ½ inches in caliper. Evergreen and ornamental 

trees may be substituted at a ratio of two to one shade trees, for up to 50% of the requirement. 

Alternative types of compensatory plantings may be permitted, when approved by the 

administrative officer. 

C. In the event that the Applicant establishes to the satisfaction of the administrative officer that 

constraints incident to the land itself (including, without limitation, extreme topography, 

unsuitable soils, rock outcrops and existing dense canopy) render it impractical to provide the 

required number of compensatory replacement trees, then, at the discretion of the administrative 

officer, the Applicant shall provide one or a combination of the following: 

1. Install a portion of the required compensatory replacement trees on other public lands within 

the Township;  

2. Contribute to the Township the estimated cost of those trees which cannot practically be 

installed on the property for later installation of trees on public lands;  

3. Install fewer, however, larger or more valuable compensatory replacement trees on the lot 

with an aggregate cost as installed and guaranteed not less than the estimated aggregate cost 

of the required number of compensatory replacement trees; 



 

 

4. Replacement tree(s) shall be of nursery grade quality, balled and burlapped and located on 

site;  

5. The type of replacement tree(s) shall be the same as the species removed from the site or 

other as approved by the Township of Bordentown;  

6. Bio-retention basins, parking lots, stormwater management. 

8.92.08 Site Protection 

A. Tree protection measures and the limit of disturbance line shown on the tree management plan 

shall be provided in the field with snow fencing or other durable material and verified by 

administrative officer, township engineer or other designated official prior to soil disturbance.  

B. Protective barriers shall not be supported by the plants they are protecting, but shall be self-

supporting. Barriers shall be a minimum of four feet high and shall last until construction is 

complete.  

C. Snow fencing used for tree protection shall be firmly secured along the drip line.  

D. The grade of the land located within the drip line shall not be raised or lowered more than six 

inches unless compensated by welling or retaining wall methods; and in no event shall welling or 

retaining wall methods be less than of the drip line of a tree.  

E. No soil stockpiling, storage of building materials, construction equipment or vehicles shall be 

permitted within the drip line of any remaining trees, whichever is greater.  

F. Any clearing within the drip line, of the trunk of a remaining tree, , shall be done by hand-

operated equipment.  

G. Where a tree that has been noted for preservation is severely damaged and unable to survive, tree 

replacement shall occur as provided in Section 8.92.07.  

8.92.09 Review Standards 

A. In accordance with the design requirements provided in this chapter, unless otherwise indicated 

herein, a tree removal permit may only be granted for the following reasons and under the 

following terms and conditions:  

B. Tree Removal Criteria. In addition to the design requirements stated above, the administrative 

officer may grant a tree removal permit based upon one or more of the following circumstances:  

1. Where the location of an existing tree provides no other alternative but to place a structure 

outside the permitted building setbacks.  

2. Where the location of an existing tree negatively impacts on an existing septic field.  

3. Where no other alternative exists for the placement of a building, building addition, structure, 

septic field, driveway, deck, patio or lawn area for the recreational use by the inhabitants of 



 

 

the building or dwelling, or any other authorized improvements, but in the vicinity of an 

existing tree.  

4. Where the location or growth of a tree inhibits the enjoyment of any outdoor pool, patio or 

deck. 

5. Where the location, angle or growth of an existing tree makes it a hazard to structures or 

human life. 

C. Where the area proposed for tree removal is to be occupied by: a building or other structure; a 

street or roadway; a driveway; a parking area; a patio; a swimming pool; a recreation area; a 

power, drainage, sewerage or any other utility line, easement, or right-of-way, stormwater 

management, or where the area of tree removal is within the tree disturbance zone, whichever is 

applicable.  

D. In areas proposed for tree removal which are not to be occupied by any of the uses or facilities set 

forth in subsection A of this section:  

1. That the continued presence of such tree or trees is likely to cause danger to persons or 

property upon the property for which removal is sought, or upon adjoining or nearby 

property.  

2. That the area where such tree or trees are located has a cut, depression or fill of land, or the 

topography of the land is of such a character as to be injurious or dangerous to such tree or 

trees, or to tree or trees located nearby.  

3. That the removal of trees is for the purpose of conducting forestry activities, which activities 

include, but are not limited to, the harvesting of trees in accordance with a forest management 

plan and the thinning out of a heavily wooded area, with some trees to be removed, and other 

trees to remain.  

E. Upon an express finding by the administrative officer or their designee that the proposed tree 

removal will not result in or cause, increase or aggravate any or all of the following conditions: 

Impaired growth or development of remaining trees or shrubs on the property of the applicant or 

upon adjacent property, soil erosion, sedimentation and dust, drainage or sewerage problems, 

dangerous or hazardous conditions, and depression in the land value of the subject property and 

properties in the neighboring area.  

F. Design Requirement.  Trees to be removed shall be those trees necessary to permit the 

construction of buildings or building additions, structures, driveways, septic fields, decks and 

lawn areas. The trees removed shall not constitute more than one-half acre or shall be no more 

than fifty (50) percent of the lot size, whichever is less. Existing vegetation shall be preserved to 

the greatest extent feasible.  



 

 

G. The administrative officer or their designee shall have the power to affix reasonable conditions to 

the granting of the permit for the removal of trees.  

8.92.10 Protection of Trees  

Whenever an application for tree removal is granted under the terms and conditions of this chapter, the 

following protective measures shall be observed:  

A. No material or temporary soil deposits shall be placed within the drip line of any existing tree to 

be preserved.  

B. Except while engaged in tree removal, no equipment shall be operated within the drip line of any 

tree protected by this chapter nor shall such equipment be operated at any time in such a manner 

as to break, tear, bruise, decorticate or otherwise injure any part of (roots, branches, etc.) living or 

dormant tree.  

8.92.11 Tree Removal Permit Application Review Period 

Where the application is made in connection with a residential, commercial, business or industrial lot that 

is not part of a major or minor subdivision or site plan, the administrative officer shall act on the 

application within thirty (30) days of its receipt or within such additional time as is consented to by the 

applicant. Failure to act within thirty (30) days, or any extension thereof, shall be deemed to be an 

approval of the application and thereafter, a tree removal permit shall be issued.  

8.92.12 Inspection  

A. Prior to taking final action upon any application for tree removal, an inspection of the site shall be 

made by the administrative officer to help determine the granting or denial of an application.  

B. Prior to any tree removal, all trees must be marked and areas to be cleared identified for 

inspection by the administrative officer or their designee.  

C. The administrative officer of their designee shall periodically inspect the site throughout the 

duration of construction in order to ensure compliance with this chapter. Such inspection shall be 

made of the site referred to in the application, and of contiguous and adjoining lands, as well as of 

lands in the vicinity of the application, for the purpose of determining drainage conditions and 

physical conditions existing thereon.  

8.92.13 Notice of commencement of tree removal  

A. The holder of a tree removal permit shall notify the administrative officer in writing at least four 

business days in advance of when the tree removal activity will commence.  

B. The notice shall also include information as to the manner of disposal of the removed trees.  

C. In the case of the removal of dead or diseased trees, the dead or diseased trees shall not be turned 

into mulch and applied to the site, but shall be disposed of in a manner so as to not disease other 

trees on site.  



 

 

8.92.14 Fees 

Review fees will be calculated as follows:  

A. Residential properties of one acre or less   $100.000 

B. Residential properties greater than one acre $500.00 per acre 

C. Commercial and other properties  $500.00 per acre.  

8.92.15 Penalties 

A. When Regulated Trees are removed without a tree removal permit, the affected areas shall be 

replanted to the satisfaction of the administrative officer or the offending party can mitigate the 

unlawful removal through the measures set forth in Section 8.92.08.   

B. Failure to abide by the measures set forth in this chapter shall result in the offending party 

receiving a fine not to exceed $500 per one acre lot. A fine of $500 per acre shall be levied for 

lots over one or more acres. 

C. Separate Violations.  Except as otherwise provided, a separate offense shall be deemed 

committed each day on or during which a violation occurs or continues. 

 

Section 2. Repealer.  Any and all ordinances inconsistent with the terms of this Ordinance are hereby 

repealed to the extent of any such inconsistencies.  

Section 3. Severability.  In the event that any clause, section, paragraph or sentence of this Ordinance is 

deemed to be invalid or unenforceable to any reason, then the Township Committee hereby declares its 

intent that the balance of the Ordinance not affected by said invalidity shall remain in full force and effect 

to the extent that is allows the Township to meet the goals of the Ordinance. 

Section 4. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect upon proper passage in accordance with the 

law. 



TOWNSHIP OF BORDENTOWN 

RESOLUTION #2022-194 

ACKNOWLEDGING RECEIPT AND CERTIFICATION  

OF THE 2021 ANNUAL AUDIT 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have made an annual 

audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2021 has been filed by a Registered Municipal 

Accountant with the Township of Bordentown Municipal Clerk as per the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, 

and a copy has been received by each member of the governing body; and 

 

 WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey to 

prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, a regulation requiring that 

the governing body of each municipality shall, by resolution, certify to the Local Finance Board of the State of 

New Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of the annual 

audit entitled “Findings and Recommendations,” as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing 

body; and 

 

 WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the governing body no later than forty-

five days after the receipt of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and 

 

 WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized themselves with, 

at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, as stated aforesaid 

and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board; and 

 

 WHEREAS, failure to comply with the promulgations of the Local Finance Board of the State of New 

Jersey may subject members of the governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S. 52:27BB-52 - to with: 

 

R.S. 52:27BB-52 - "A local officer or member of a local governing body who, after 

a date fixed for compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the director (Director 

of Local Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall be guilty 

of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined no more than one thousand 

dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, in addition 

shall forfeit his office." 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bordentown hereby states that it has complied with N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a certified copy 

of this resolution and the required affidavits to said Board to show evidence of said compliance. 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE COPY OF THE RESOLUTION PASSED AT THE 

MEETING HELD ON JULY 18, 2022 

 

       

    ______________________________________ 

    Maria Carrington, RMC 
       Clerk of the Township Committee 
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