
That Flocked Christmas Tree is as Dreamy As it Seems 

Why you should reconsider purchasing a Flocked Christmas Tree 

 

Most of us remember waking up to snow on the ground on Christmas Day 

and it feeling so magical. There was something about seeing snow falling on 

the ground and in the trees that created a sense of wonder and joy. 

Unfortunately, as we grapple with the effects of climate change, the 

expectation that it will snow on Christmas is becoming few and far between. 

And in an effort to recreate the feeling of seeing snow on trees, a recent 

trend that has been growing has been the emergence of flocked trees- 

spraying a real Christmas tree with a fake snow substance so it looks more 

like winter.  

And ironically enough, the abundance of this trend is contributing to the 

destruction of the environment. But if you plan to purchase a real 

Christmas tree this winter and decided to have it flocked, you’re going to be 

in for a surprise when it’s time to dispose of it. Flocked trees are often not 

accepted for recycling. 

A flocked Christmas tree, or “flocking a Christmas tree” refers to the 

process by which many people use artificial substances to mimic snow. The 

feeling is to capture the feeling of Winter and create a winter wonderland, 

without the actual winter (i.e. snow). This was originally popular in areas 

like California and Arizona that don’t get snow in the Winter. However, as 

we face less and less snowy White Christmases throughout the US and here 

in New Jersey, the trend has taken off nationwide. We have now even seen 

flocking trends to include spray painting trees different funky colors, such 

as pink and blue. The problem is that these substances are often made with 

toxic ingredients. Depending on the manufacturer, it may be a mix of fatty 

acids, solvents, and binders. If it’s spray paint, it comes in an aerosol can, 

which is also not good for your home and your pets. Some manufacturers 

do make flocking spray out of paper and corn starch rather than fatty acids. 

Besides the aesthetics, manufacturers have noted the benefits to flocking a 

tree, namely that they contain flame retardants, which reduces the risk of 

your tree catching fire. The tree will also take longer to dry out, meaning 



you won’t need to water it as much. The flocking spray even acts as an 

adhesive, helping to prevent needles from falling to the floor. 

But here’s the problem. After New Year’s, most people need to dispose of 

their Christmas tree and it can’t just go into your garbage bin. 

Municipalities have a schedule wherein they will collect trees that are left 

on the curb and use it for treecycling. Treecycling is where municipalities 

collect trees via curbside pick-up or at events, and mulch them, compost 

them, or toss them in a body of water for habitat restoration. Perhaps you 

have heard that many Jersey shore towns depend on recycled Christmas 

trees to restore disappearing shorelines, and create barrier for homes 

against hurricanes. The organic components of the tree break down and are 

integrated into the natural environment, creating a symbiotic relationship. 

With flocked trees, a non-organic component has been introduced that 

affects this process. Understandably, most tree recyclers don’t want to risk 

adding harmful chemicals to their mulch, compost, or wildlife habitats. So, 

the only option for these trees is in the landfill, where it will decompose at a 

slower rate and emit toxic chemicals along the way.  

It is understandable to want that Christmas feeling and want the reminder 

of Christmas’ past. You can always Google and Pinterest for non-toxic ways 

to flock your tree, such as with soap flakes. If you truly want the flocked tree 

look, an alternative option is to consider buying and flocking an artificial 

Christmas tree. Artificial trees are not recyclable, as they are made from 

PVC plastic and often stabilized with lead. If you spray an artificial tree with 

artificial flocking, it will last several years before you eventually need to 

throw it away. You’ll get several Christmases before it ends up in a landfill, 

versus one with a flocked real Christmas tree. Consider enjoying your 

Christmas tree with minimal products to help keep your home and the 

environment safe. After all, aren’t we seeking the simplicity and the joy of 

the holiday season, not focused on whether our tree looks like snow fell on 

it? Food for thought. Happy holidays. 

 

 


