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Project Objectives 

Be the Change Earth Alliance (BTCEA) set out to raise awareness of Canada’s SDGs amongst middle and 
secondary school students and educators. 
 
The Student Leadership for Sustainable Development (SLSD) project’s specific objectives were to: 

• Integrate the context, approaches and solutions to achieve the SDGs into mainstream student 
education curriculum; 

• Educate youth aged 11-18 on the 2030 Agenda by providing them a holistic awareness of the 17 
SDGs and an in-depth understanding of six SDGs; 

• Empower youth and teachers to take personal and collective action on SDGs in their local 
communities; and 

• Build partnerships and a network among public education stakeholders in British Columbia to 
collaborate on education and action around the SDGs. 

 

Project Impact 

SLSD was a highly successful project. SLSD provided action-oriented education on the entire 2030 
Agenda to BC students and teachers, with a focus on six SDGs: 

• Goal 3, Good Health and Well-being 
• Goal 7, Affordable and Clean Energy 
• Goal 12, Responsible Consumption and Production 
• Goal 13, Climate Action 
• Goal 14, Life Below Water 
• Goal 15, Life On Land 
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Outputs 
 

• 4 community members – a diverse mix of youth and educators  – participated in Advisory 
Committee which guided the inclusion of Indigenous and local perspectives, and justice 
considerations into SLSD 

o Emphasized mutual aid in the learning resources as well as possible and tangible 
community-based actions (including individual, community, government actions). 

o Provided insights on the importance of Indigenous knowledge, experiences, and action. 
Also noted the importance of ensuring that Indigenous people should not be expected 
to take the burden or responsibility for addressing the SDGs alone. 

 
•  BTCEA created an SDG Unit consisting of educational 

resources on the 2030 Agenda. The SDG Unit was 
offered free to BC teachers and students on BTCEA’s 
website. The SDG Unit featured an overview of the 
2030 Agenda, as well as specific and in-depth learning 
resources for each of the 6 focus SDGs: 

o Student Primer: This sheet is designed to 
introduce the main concepts of a specific SDG 
and have students reflect on their own 
knowledge and personal experiences with that 
goal. 

o Teacher Primer: This sheet is designed to 
provide background information for teachers 
on a specific SDG.  

o Lesson Plans: This is a collection of activities, 
worksheets, and videos for teachers to 
educate students about the SDGs to students 
in grades 5-12. 

o Action Packs: These student worksheets, 
covering a range of climate, social and 
environmental topics, are designed to 
facilitate a more in-depth understanding of 
issues and solutions related to each SDG. 
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•  SLSD workshops, focused on SDG action, were created and facilitators were trained.  
o Workshop content focused on taking action to advance the SDGs – through a) reducing 

GHG emissions, plastic waste, and water consumption, and b) personally storytelling to 
raise awareness and mobilize others to take action. 

 
• Through flyers, emails and social media, BTCEA conducted outreach to over 45 school districts 

and 200 schools – helping District Administrators, Principals and Teachers become aware of 
Canada’s SDGs and the value of bringing the SDGs into classroom instruction. 

 
• 1,291 middle and secondary teachers registered for the SDG Unit and brought in-depth SDG 

learning to 9,560 students.  
 

• 62 SLSD workshops were delivered to 1,302 students. 
 

• 27 teachers and 22 student clubs (representing 220 students) joined our Action Network 
focused on raising awareness and positive action on climate change and other UN SDGs.  

Outcomes 

• 10,862 participating students took at latest 14,000 personal and collective actions to support 
Canada’s SDGs. 

 
• Estimated 75-80% of participating students brought awareness of the 2030 Agenda and the 

importance of supporting the SDGs to their peers, family and community members. 
o Students’ actions to raise awareness have reached an estimated 15,000 additional 

citizens – primarily participants’ family members and friends. 
 

• Estimated 75-80% of participating students gained increased understanding of six SDGs, their 
context, and means to reach their targets. This includes an emphasis on Indigenous and local 
knowledge and the needs and priorities of vulnerable and marginalized communities. 

 
• 85% of participating teachers found SLDS valuable and engaging for their students and 

identified opportunities to embed the 2030 Agenda into their subjects and mainstream student 
education curriculum. 

 
• Increased partnerships amongst education stakeholders across BC to foster collaborative 

efforts to proliferate the SDGs into mainstream education.  
o BTCEA has specifically deepened relationships with key stakeholders such as Vancouver 

School Board Sustainability, the UBC Climate Hub, Metro Vancouver, Classrooms to 
Communities Network, BC Ministry of Education, and BC Teachers Federation 
Committee for Action on Social Justice. 
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• BTCEA’s Action Network for student groups and educators across BC was launched – aimed at 
fostering connection collaboration, and communication around SDG action projects and 
initiatives. 

o This Action Network included an action map with information on student and teacher 
projects and initiatives. 

 
 

 
A snapshot of BTCEA's Action Network project map, which highlighted student and  

teacher projects across BC that advanced action and awareness on the SDGs. 
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