
GREEN PARTY OF CALIFORNIA  

General Assembly, Fresno December 7-8, 2019 

MEETING MINUTES –  

Approved by the General Assembly November 21, 2020 

_________ 

Location: “Backroom” of the Revue Coffee Bar at 620 E Olive Ave Fresno, CA 93728. 

See Appendix G for pictures 

_________ 

Greg Jan offered a Haiku for the opening of the GA! 

C-A Green Party:  

Sunflowers bloomed in Fresno 

To shift Earth’s future 

_________ 

 

Saturday, December 7 

 

8:00 am Breakfast, registration 

Facilitators: June Brashares, Richard Gomez 

Notetaker: Mimi Newton 

Vibes watcher: Shane Que Hee 

_________ 

9:00 am Opening 

- New delegate orientation - June Brashares 

- Quorum count - quorum was reached with a majority of 16 of the 31 active counties present. See 
attendee list at Appendix A. 
 

- Announcement of Standing Committee vacancies 

Co-coordinators of Standing Committees reported the number vacancies and invited volunteers to 

join: Bylaws (6), Clearinghouse (6), Finance (4), IT (3), Media (2), Platform (5), Budget (4), 

Fundraising (8) 

_________ 

9:15 am Agenda approval 

- Rodolfo Cortes Barragan has agreed to provide us with a video and may Skype in if he can, that it 

is suggested to keep the EcoSocialism and election discussion at Sun., 1:45-2:30pm, on the agenda 

as is.  

- Strike Sun. 2:30 pm “Workshop on Our bylaws around Committees and Working Groups”, 

presenter canceled. 

- Switch Bylaws breakout session with Finance from Sat 2:15 pm to Sun 11:00 am. 

 

Approved with modifications by consensus 

_________ 

9:30 am Workshop: “Better Communications” 

Karen Nyhus (Sonoma) presented on tools and techniques for better communication inspiring a 

lively conversation. (Appendix B) 

https://www.therevuefresno.com/
https://www.therevuefresno.com/


_________ 

10:15 am Decision: Proposal to authorize GPCA recommended presidential candidates 

to seek Peace and Freedom Party nomination. (Appendix C) 

From: GPUS Delegation, approved by the delegation online by a total of 17 votes on Dec. 6th, 2019. 

Rick Greenblatt presented the proposal. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/54809224639/permalink/10157798832739640/ 
 

Approved by consensus 

_________ 

10:20 am Decision: Proposed 2020 budget  

Budget was presented by GPCA Treasurer Ruscal Cayangyang and a handout was distributed. 

(Appendix D) 

 

Approved by consensus 

_________ 

11:20 am Discussion: Green Party Issues Discussion  

From: Green Party of Fresno County 

The objective is to foster an open discussion of current Green party issues.  We see trends that are 

similar at the local, state, and national level (trends that could be seen as positive or negative for the 

Party).  We meet as a group so rarely and believe a discussion among Greens across the state could 

help us to identify areas of concerns for the Party that we should identify and/or focus on.   

We would call it “Green Party Issues Discussion”. 

 

There was general agreement. 

_________ 

12:10 am Announcements  

- Laura mentioned Prop 13 Reform on the Nov ballot, and there is a new petition with a stronger 

language, see https://www.evolve-ca.org/ 

- Barry Hermanson: the healthy CA campaign meeting in San Diego 

- Randy Hicks discussed upcoming elections in Sacramento County 

- County reports followed 
_________ 

12:15 pm Lunch – A great vegetarian lunch was provided by Green Party of Fresno. Thank YOU 

_________ 

1:10 pm Reconvene & Quorum Count  

- Quorum was reached with a majority of 16 of the 31 active counties present. 

Facilitators: Greg Jan and Mica Daniel 
_________ 

1:15 pm Decision: GPCA 2020-2021 Strategic Plan Calendar (Appendix E) 

From: GPCA Coordinating Committee Agenda Item 

Presented by: June Brashares and Laura Wells, CC members 

Proposal: Approve the GPCA 2020-2021 Strategic Plan Calendar 

Review, amend if necessary, and approve the Calendar. Prior years’ versions can be found at 

http://www.cagreens.org/committees/coordinating/subcomm/strategy/workplans. Relevant bylaws 

are at http://www.cagreens.org/bylaws/06-24-2019.  

Tarik Kanaana has volunteered to be the CC member who monitors it, to see that the various things 

will get done. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/54809224639/permalink/10157798832739640/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1gEXituISMVW2AFobkBJ9rPkJFRIMzBW6dim7SJ2i80U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x1vvXn0NqBFdoV2M3QpwE9Swi23UgyTKrj_-m-V605o/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.evolve-ca.org/
http://www.cagreens.org/committees/coordinating/subcomm/strategy/workplans
http://www.cagreens.org/bylaws/06-24-2019


Approved by consensus  

_________ 

2:15 pm Breakout sessions for committees and working groups (Platform, CCWG, 

GROW/Clearinghouse, Finance, Bylaws) 

_________ 

3:15 pm Reconvene & Quorum Count  

- Quorum was reached with a majority of 16 of the 31 active counties present. 

- Confirmation: Standing Committee and Working Group Co-Coordinators 

Background: GPCA Bylaws Section 10-2 Co-coordinators states: 

Each Working Group shall elect two coordinators from among its membership. Elected coordinators 

shall take office upon confirmation by the General Assembly and shall serve for two years in 

staggered terms. Co-coordinators who shall be responsible for preparing and announcing the draft 

agenda for committee meetings, to submit annual work plans and budgets on behalf of the working 

group and otherwise represent the working group in official communications with other committees, 

working groups and the General Assembly. 

 

Confirmation: That any new Co-Coordinators appointed by Working Groups and Standing 

Committees are submitted to the General Assembly for confirmation. 

 

No new Co-Coordinators were submitted for appointment. 

_________ 

3:30 pm Meet the Candidates: A Q&A based forum with the Green Party candidates for 

president 

The Green Party Presidential Candidates were invited to attend the General Assembly.  Candidates 

Howie Hawkins, Dario hunter, Sedinam Kinamo Christin Moyowasifza-Curry and Davoid Rolde 

attended.  

Mimi introduced and moderated the discussions. The videos of this Q&A are at: 

Part 1 video: https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=10221476233241131&id=1409904032 

Part 2 video: https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=10221476620010800&id=1409904032 
 

Sedinam Kinamo Christin Moyowasifza-Curry hosted a table of information on being Anti-Racist and 
shared a presentation on “Open Book Read: HOW TO BE AN ANTI-RECIST. See Appendix F. 
_________ 

5:15 pm Adjourn for the day.   

 

Dinner on your own (thank you to the hosting committee for providing recommendations),  

GPUS Delegation dinner gathering 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sunday, December 8 
  

8:00 am Breakfast, Registration 

Facilitators: Shane Que Hee and Christine Pepin 

_________ 

8:55 am – Convene & Quorum Count (no quorum needed, no decisions items) 

_________ 

9:00 am - Discussion: Focus on the Green Party’s Ten Key Values with Ten Key Haikus 

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=10221476233241131&id=1409904032
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=10221476620010800&id=1409904032


From the Bylaws Committee (Mimi Newton) 

Proposed GA Agenda Item (1 hour) 

Focus on the Green Party’s Ten Key Values with Ten Key Haikus 

 

In recent years, an effort has been made to update the GPCA’s ten key values.  This effort highlighted 

a need to take an in-depth look at the ten key values for the benefit of both the seasoned Green, and 

those less familiar with these tried and true core principles upon which our Party is founded. 

 

This time on the agenda will ask participants to focus on each of the ten key values, as presented on 

the GPCA website at http://www.cagreens.org/ten-key-values.   

 

There will be a larger group discussion about the meaning that we as Greens imbue to the words.  We 

will also break into ten key groups to attempt to distill each value into haiku form (5 syllables/ 7 

syllables/ 5 syllables).  The haikus are not the end goal here, but we should have an informative, fun 

time trying to develop them and then have each group reading theirs at the end. 

 

Discussion: 

Mimi presented and discussion were conducted in 10 separate Haiku groups for our 10 Key Values 

then groups came together and shared their thoughts and their Haikus: 

 

Group 1 – Ecological Wisdom - Shane et al  

All life depends on each other 

Build systems for that 

Sustains all life and nature 

Group 2 – Nonviolence - Christine et al 

No Hiroshimas 

No peace prize for warmongers 

Yes justice, Yes peace! 

Group 3 – Social Justice – Laura & Mimi - In progress 

Group 4 – Grassroots Democracy - Mica et al - In progress 

Group 5 – Decentralization - Sanda & Susan - In progress 

Group 6 – Community-Based Economics - Justin & Karen  

Labor together 

Share the wealth and decisions 

We cooperate! 

Group 7 – Feminism - Dario et al 

Changing thoughts 

Beautiful cooperation 

Gender equity 

Women’s rights are human rights 

Group 7 – Respect For Diversity - David et al 

Language Gender Soul 

Religion, One human Race 

Responsible Life 

Group 9 – Personal & Global Responsibility - Terry et al  

Cut defense budget 

Assist grassroots 

http://www.cagreens.org/ten-key-values


Third world groups 

A new green planet 

Group 10 – Sustainability - Richard & Lee - In progress 

_________ 

10:00 am - Discussion: The GPCA platform and the 2020 Presidential race. 

No notes were captured for this discussion. 

_________ 

11:00 am - Breakout sessions for committees and working groups (Media, IT, Finance/ 

Fundraising, Bylaws, ERWG) 

_________ 

12:00 pm – Lunch - Vegetarian lunch provided Thanks to our Fresco hosts. 

_________ 

12:55 pm – Reconvene & Quorum Count (no quorum needed, no decisions items) 

_________ 

1:00 pm - Discussion: Voter Registration Drive after Primary 

 

From GROW / Grassroots Organizing Working Group (co-co Laura Wells) 

Proposed GA Agenda Item for the Plenary (1 hour or 45 minutes) 

Voter Registration Drive after Primary 

Create a plan to re-register Greens who switched parties in recent months, or years ago (tens of 

thousands); also to register Greens for the first time in their lives; maintain ballot status; and 

strengthen the Green Party and green values. Can we make it fun? 

 

Discussions: 

- Conversation was around ballot qualification, GPCA has ballot access until the next statewide 

constitutional elections, being for example the Gubernatorial election after Spring of 2022. For that 

election we need a Green to get 2% of the vote to retain our ballot access. 

- Concern about the state’s % total registered Greens after Spring of 2022. 

- It was suggested that Electoral Reforms should be a priority, talking with our state legislators and 

supporting clean money campaigns.  

- Haikus offered by Greg on voter registration: 

By April 22 

Register Green Party, Yes! 

Do it for Earth Day! 

_________ 

1:45 pm - Conversation on Eco-Socialism and Elections. 

No notes were captured for this discussion. 

_________ 

2:30 pm - Workshop on Our bylaws around Committees and Working Groups 

From Bylaws Committee (Mimi Newton) 

This workshop was canceled by presenter and truck from the agenda  

_________ 

3:45 pm - Closing Session - Thank you to our hosts, the Green Party of Fresno County. 

_________ 

4:00 pm - Adjourn  

__________________________________________________________________ 

  



 

APPENDICES 

 

APPENDIX A.  

Attendees at the Fresno General Assembly – 35 delegates from 16 active counties were 

present: 

First Name Last Name County 

Jan Arnold Alameda 

Greg Jan Alameda 

Justin Richardson Alameda 

Michael Rubin Alameda 

Laura Wells Alameda 

Megan Buckingham Fresno 

Thomas Cassidy Fresno 

Hashid (Mark) Felten Fresno 

Richard Gomez Fresno 

Terrance Tovar Fresno 

Kelsey Reedy Humboldt 

Shane Que Hee Los Angeles 

Mimi Newton Marin 

Randy Hicks Sacramento 

Rick Greenblatt San Diego 

Mica Daniel San Joaquin 

Colt Gonzales San Joaquin 

Peggy Koteen San Luis Obispo 

Sanda Everette San Mateo 

Lee McKusick San Mateo 

David Han Santa Clara 

Christine Pepin Santa Clara 

Ruscal Cayangyang Solano 

June Brashares Sonoma 

Susan Chunco Sonoma 

Karen Nyhus Sonoma 

John Schmit Stanislaus 

Brenda Cervantes Tulare 

Thierry Cervantes Tulare 

Jovita Harrah Tulare 

Don Manro Tulare 

Judy Pendleton Tulare 

Stephen Pendleton Tulare 

George Schimpf Tulare 

Mike Cordova Yolo 

 

_________ 

 

  



APPENDIX B.  

Workshop: “Better Communications” presented by Karen Nyhus (Sonoma) 

 

  

  

  

  



  

  

   
 

 

_________ 

 

APPENDIX C.  

Proposal to authorize GPCA recommended presidential candidates to seek Peace and 

Freedom Party nomination  

From: GPUS Delegation 

 

Background: On the question of 'whether a candidate seeking to appear in the presidential primary 

of the Green Party of California and in that of another party would be entitled to receive GPCA 

delegates to the GPUS Presidential Nomination', GPCA Rules and Procedures provide that no 

candidate seeking the nomination of another party is entailed to receive any GPCA delegate votes, 

unless an exception is made by the GPUS Delegation. Specifically GPCA Rules and Procedures '2-2.5 

Protecting Party Integrity' states" 

 

 "Notwithstanding any other provision of these rules, unless the GPCA General Assembly 

approves an exception, any candidate who has sought the nomination for President or Vice President 

by another political party in the current election cycle shall not be entitled to receive any GPCA 

delegate votes, and write-in votes for such a candidate shall be disregarded in calculating first round 

ballot NOTA votes. “Seeking the nomination” of another political party is defined as announcing 

candidacy in that party, accepting delegates or votes in the national convention or nominating 

process of that party, or achieving the national nomination of that party. The delegation may decide, 

by consensus or 80% vote, to waive this restriction, with the exception that no votes may be cast for a 



candidate who has sought the nomination of the Democratic Party or the Republican Party in the 

current election cycle.”  (http://www.cagreens.org/rules#Section_2-2_Delegate_Allotments). 

 

Howie Hawkins, one of the two candidates that the GPCA Standing General Assembly voted  to 

recommend to the California Secretary of State to be on the GPCA’s March 2020 presidential 

primary ballot, has recently received the endorsement of the Socialist Party USA (SPUSA) and is 

interested in seeking the nomination of the Peace and Freedom Party (PFP) in CA.  

 

Programmatically, both of these non-corporate parties (the PFP and the SPUSA) share much in 

common with the platform of the GPCA and the GPUS, as well as the Green Party's Ten Key Values. 

In 2018, the GPCA also cross-endorsed several statewide PFP candidates where there were no GPCA 

candidates for those offices. 

 

The Hawkins campaign sees seeking the PFP nomination as an opportunity to present his Green New 

Deal platform to PFP voters, and to build left unity overall in the 2020 campaign. Such an action also 

offers a key financial opportunity in extending the timeline for its campaign to obtain Federal 

Matching Funds.  

 

For 2020 the GPUS voted to hold its presidential nomination convention earlier than in several past 

election cycles, on July 9-12 in Detroit (https://gp.org/cgi-bin/vote/irvresult?pid=967). Given that 

the PFP statewide nomination is traditionally held on a later date (the date for 2020 has not yet been 

set, but was held in mid-August in 2016 ), that would extend that period under which the Hawkins 

campaign could receive federal matching funds.  In a year when much attention will be on Democrats 

hoping to challenge President Trump, fundraising for Green Party candidates will be that much more 

difficult, and the ability to match more Green donations with Federal Funds would be an important 

financial advantage for a Green campaign. Partly for these reasons, Jill Stein sought the 2016 PFP 

nomination in California 

(http://www.rajatorrent.com.peaceandfreedom.org/home/national/campaign/june-2016-

election/1296-presidential-nominating-convention-august-13). 

 

(Note that because the SPUSA does not have ballot access in CA or elsewhere in the United States, it 

is not considered a competing political party for the purposes of 2-2.5 and its endorsement of the 

Hawkins campaign does not affect his status in receiving GPCA delegates to the GPUS presidential 

nominating convention.) 

 

According to Richard Winger of Ballot Access News in San Francisco, should Hawkins receive the 

PFP presidential nomination, he would appear on the November 2020 general election ballot line as 

Green Party/Peace and Freedom Party.  Additionally all votes earned on such a general election 

ballot line would count towards the GPUS's goal of receiving 5% in the 2020 federal election to 

quality for presidential matching funds for 2024. 

 

Proposal: That the Delegation approve an exception under GPUS Rules and 

Procedures '2-2.5 Protecting party integrity’ as follows.  

 

"Any candidate recommended by the GPCA Standing General Assembly to the California Secretary of 

State to be on the GPCA’s March 2020 presidential primary ballot may seek the 2020 presidential 

nomination of the California Peace and Freedom Party and also receive GPCA delegates to the GPUS 

http://www.cagreens.org/rules#Section_2-2_Delegate_Allotments
https://gp.org/cgi-bin/vote/irvresult?pid=967
http://www.rajatorrent.com.peaceandfreedom.org/home/national/campaign/june-2016-election/1296-presidential-nominating-convention-august-13
http://www.rajatorrent.com.peaceandfreedom.org/home/national/campaign/june-2016-election/1296-presidential-nominating-convention-august-13


presidential convention as provided for under GPCA Rules and Procedures ARTICLE II  Policies and 

Procedures for Selection and Conduct of GPCA Delegates to the GPUS Presidential Nominating 

Convention 

(http://www.cagreens.org/rules#Article_II_Policies_and_Procedures_for_Selection_and_Conduct

_of_GPCA_Delegates_to_the_GPUS_Presidential_Nominating_Convention). 

 

_________ 

 

APPENDIX D.  

Green Party of CA Proposed 2020 Budget presentation 

 

    

 

 

http://www.cagreens.org/rules#Article_II_Policies_and_Procedures_for_Selection_and_Conduct_of_GPCA_Delegates_to_the_GPUS_Presidential_Nominating_Convention
http://www.cagreens.org/rules#Article_II_Policies_and_Procedures_for_Selection_and_Conduct_of_GPCA_Delegates_to_the_GPUS_Presidential_Nominating_Convention
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APPENDIX E. 

Proposed GA Agenda Item for the Plenary (45 minutes to an hour) 

 

Strategic Plan 

 

2020 

January 6 - CC monthly teleconference 

January 31 - Deadline: Work Plans submitted from committees and working groups. 

February 3 - CC monthly teleconference 

March 9 - CC monthly teleconference 

Spring - Deadline to release Draft General Assembly agenda; at least 42 days before General 

Assembly (GPCA Bylaws 7-5.1(a)) 

Spring - Determination of active Counties and calculating of delegates to the Spring General 

Assembly (GPCA Bylaws 5-2.2) at least 42 days before General Assembly (GPCA Bylaws 7-6.1(b)); 

and for the 2020-2021 Standing General Assembly 

April 6 - CC monthly teleconference 

Spring - Spring General Assembly, w/ CC meeting the night before the GA.  The GA is to also include 

Confirmation of new Assistant Treasurer(s), if any. 

May 4 - CC monthly teleconference 

May 4 - June 14 - Discussion period for Standing General Assembly voting, to include elections for 

the Coordinating Committee and the California Delegates to the GPUS, as well as other votes.  

***Deadline for applications is April 27*** 

June 1 - CC monthly teleconference 

June - Coordinating Committee sends reminder via GPCA Inform list to counties reminding them to 

appoint delegates to the GPCA FY2020-2021 Standing General Assembly for one-year terms (July 1 

- June 30) 

June 10 - Semi-annual notice announcing vacancies and seeking applicants for GPCA Standing 

Committees 

June 15 - 21 - Voting period for Standing General Assembly (Elections for the Coordinating 

Committee and the California Delegates to the GPUS, as well as other votes) 

June 30 - Delegates to the GPCA FY2020-2021 Standing General Assembly shall be appointed by 

active County Organizations and shall serve for one year terms (July 1 - June 30), with no term 

limits 

July 1 - Standing General Assembly Delegate terms begin and run through June 30, 2021 

July 6 - CC monthly teleconference 

Summer - GPUS Presidential Nominating Convention (and Annual National Meeting) 

August 3 - CC monthly teleconference 

September 14 - CC monthly teleconference 



October 5 - CC monthly teleconference 

Fall - Deadline to release Draft FY2021 Budget; at least 42 days before General Assembly (GPCA 

Bylaws 7-5.1(a) 

November/December - Winter GA w/ CC meeting the night before the GA.  The GA is to include 

Approval of the Annual Budget and Annual Strategic Plan (GPCA Bylaws Section 11-2 Strategic 

Plan); Annual Treasurer's Report (GPCA Fiscal Policy Sections 5-2 and 10-1); and Confirmation of 

any new Assistant Treasurer(s), if any 

November 9 - CC monthly teleconference 

November 11 - Semi-annual notice seeking applicants for GPCA Standing Committees 

December 7 - CC monthly teleconference 

 

* * * * * * * 

2021 

January 4 - CC monthly teleconference 

January 23-24 - CC annual retreat 

January 31 - Deadline: Work plans submitted from committees and working groups 

February 1 - CC monthly teleconference 

March 1 - CC monthly teleconference 

April 5 - CC monthly teleconference 

Spring - Deadline to release Draft General Assembly agenda; at least 42 days before General 

Assembly (GPCA Bylaws 7-5.1(a)) 

Spring - Determination of active Counties and calculating of delegates to the Spring General 

Assembly (GPCA Bylaws 5-2.2) at least 42 days before General Assembly (GPCA Bylaws 7-6.1(b)); 

and for the 2021-2022 Standing General Assembly 

April 26 - Deadline for applications for candidates for the Coordinating Committee and the Green 

Party of the United States (GPUS) Delegation 

May 3 - June 13 - Discussion period for Standing General Assembly voting, to include elections for 

the Coordinating Committee and the California Delegates to the GPUS, as well as other votes 

May 3 - CC monthly teleconference 

May - Coordinating Committee sends reminder via GPCA Inform list to counties reminding them to 

appoint delegates to the GPCA FY2021-2022 Standing General Assembly for one-year terms (July 1 

- June 30) 

May/June - Spring General Assembly -- Including Confirmation of the Treasurer and the Liaison to 

Secretary of State, and Confirmation (or Re-confirmation) of Assistant Treasurer(s), if 

any                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

June 7 - CC monthly teleconference 



June 14 - 20 - Voting period for Standing General Assembly (for more detail, see “Discussion period” 

above) 

June 9 - Semi-annual notice announcing vacancies and seeking applicants for GPCA Standing 

Committees 

June 30 - Delegates to the GPCA FY2021-2022 Standing General Assembly shall be appointed by 

active County Organizations and shall serve for one-year terms (July 1 - June 30), with no term 

limits 

July 1 - Standing General Assembly Delegate Terms begin and run through June 30, 2022 

July 12 - CC monthly teleconference 

Summer - GPUS Annual National Meeting 

August 2 - CC monthly teleconference 

September 6 - CC monthly teleconference 

October 4 - CC monthly teleconference 

Fall - Deadline to release Draft FY2022 Budget; at least 42 days before General Assembly (GPCA 

Bylaws 7-5.1(a)) 

November/December - Winter GA with CC meeting the night before the GA.  The GA is to include 

Approval of the Annual Budget and Annual Strategic Plan (GPCA Bylaws Section 11-2 Strategic 

Plan); the Annual Treasurer's Report (GPCA Fiscal Policy Sections 5-2 and 10-1); and Confirmation 

of any new Assistant Treasurer(s), if any 

November 1 - CC monthly teleconference 

November 10 - Semi-annual notice seeking applicants for GPCA Standing Committees 

December 6 - CC monthly teleconference 

* * * * * * * 

2022 

February - Submit Green Party Statement to SOS for CA Voter Guide 

_________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix F. 

Presentation shared by Sedinam Kinamo Christin Moyowasifza-Curry “Open Book Read: HOW TO 

BE AN ANTI-RECIST” https://www.ibramxkendi.com/how-to-be-an-antiracist-1 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ibramxkendi.com/how-to-be-an-antiracist-1
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APPENDIX G. Pictures 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

----- END ----- 


